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Colonial Migrations 
in the Northeast
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“Growth of Colonial Settlement,” 
by National Geographic Society

at Maps ETC
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Three kinds of migration
1. Immigration to the colonies

2. Internal migration to form new settlements

3. Migration from one place to another
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Immigrant Groups

Map 5-2, in American Horizons, 
at globaloup.com
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Resources
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Settlement
pre-1664
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Colonial powers
• England

• Netherlands

• Sweden

• France

Images by PinPin & Arnapha, 
at Wikimedia Commons
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British colonization efforts
• Reasons:

– Make money
– Compete with other 

European powers
– Religious freedom

• Recruited:
– Middle-class
– Convicts and slaves
– Immigrants from other 

countries
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Colonies in New England
• Maine (1622)

• New Hampshire (1623)

• Massachusetts Bay (1629)

• Plymouth (1620)

• Providence Plantations (1635)

• Rhode Island (1635)

• Connecticut (1635)

• New Haven (1638)

James Truslow Adams, Atlas 
of American History (1943).
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Settlement of New England
• First settlements along the coast

• Settlements from south to north

• Towns set up where found good water and soil

• Religious motivations

• Biggest populations in MA and CT
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Southern New England
• 6 primary colonies

• 2 each for states MA, RI, CT

• Settled 1620-1640

L. K. Mathews, Expansion of New England (1909).
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Massachusetts Bay ColonyPlymouth Colony

Massachusetts – 1691

Images by Hoodinski and Kmusser, 
at Wikimedia Commons

• 1620 • 1629
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From Massachusetts BayFrom Plymouth

Expansion

• Berkshire Co., Mass.

• Dutchess Co., New York

• Cape May, New Jersey

• Coastal Maine

• New Hampshire

• Providence Plantations

• Connecticut Colony

• New Haven Colony

• Long Island
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• 1636

• Mainland
– Providence

• Migration:
– CT
– Western MA
– Central NY

• 1637

• Aquidneck Island
– Newport
– Portsmouth

Rhode Island ColonyProvidence Plantations

Rhode Island – 1643/1663

Image by Golbez, at 
Wikimedia Commons
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New Haven ColonyConnecticut Colony

Connecticut – 1662

Image by 
Kmusser, at 
Wikimedia 
Commons

• 1636 • 1638
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Early Connecticut
Dorchester

Watertown

Winthrop and 
Gardiner - Boston

Davenport & 
Eaton - Boston

Direct from 
England

Cambridge

American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 16



• Long Island

• Western Massachusetts

• Dutchess, Westchester, 
Orange Counties, NY

• Vermont

• Westmoreland, PA

• Long Island

• East Jersey

• Dutchess, Westchester, 
Orange Counties, NY

From New HavenFrom Connecticut

Expansion
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Early settlements:

Long Island
• Eastern – 1640 from Lynn, Mass. 
• Gravesend – 1643 from Mass. Bay
• North shore – from Connecticut
• West end - Dutch

Bernard Romans, “Connecticut and Parts adjacent,” map, 1777, at LOC.gov.
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New Netherland
• Along Hudson River

– New York
– New Jersey
– Connecticut

• Timeline of ownership
– Dutch 1614-1664

• Annexed New Sweden 1655
– English 1664-1673
– Dutch Aug. 1673-Nov. 1674

Image by Carlyannbagley, 
at FamilySearch.org
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New Sweden
• Both sides of Delaware River

– Delaware
– New Jersey
– Pennsylvania

• 1638-1655

• Settlers:
– Swedes
– Finns
– Dutch
– German
– Poles Image by Carlyannbagley, 

at FamilySearch.org

Justin Winsor, Narrative and Critical History of America, vol. 4 (1884).
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Pre-1664 settlements
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Settlement
1664-1783
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Duke of York’s territory
• Manhattan Island (first 

settled by the Dutch, 1624)

• Delaware (first settled by 
the Swedes, 1638)

• New York

• Connecticut

• Massachusetts 

• Pennsylvania

• New Jersey
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Mid-Atlantic Settlement
• Along coast and inland rivers

• First to move away from coast were farmers with 
pioneering skills, often German or Scots-Irish

• Tended to move north and south because of 
Appalachian Mountain chain
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New York – 1664
• Bedford & Rye

– From CT, RI, 
southeastern MA

• The Oblong
– Cape Cod Quakers

• Beekman Patent & 
Dutchess County
– NY, L.I., MA, CT, RI
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• Settlements 1675-80s
– Salem
– Burlington
– Camden
– Cape May
– Gloucester

• Cape May settlers from 
New England and Long 
Island

• Settlements 1664-67
– Bergen
– Elizabeth
– Middletown
– Shrewsbury
– Woodbridge
– Piscataway
– Newark

• Settlers from New 
England and Long Island

East JerseyWest Jersey

New Jersey – 1664/1702 
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New Jersey

Map at lowerraritanwatershed.org
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Pennsylvania – 1681 

Image by 
Kmusser at 
Wikimedia 
Commons

Pennsylvania: A 
History of the 
Commonwealth 
(2002), 66.

Image by 
Kmusser, at 
Wikimedia 
Commons

• Immigrants:
– English, German, Swiss, Scots-Irish, Welsh, etc.
– Quakers

• 3 original counties 
– Chester, Philadelphia, Bucks
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German-speakers

Mike McMillan, at 
mcmillen-design.com
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New England
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Northern New England

Map digitized by 
Boston Public Library

• Colonies/states:
– Maine (w/MA)
– New Hampshire
– Vermont

• Slower settlement:
– Remote, mountainous
– Poor farming
– Vulnerable to attack
– Few east-west roads

• Most settlers from MA or up 
the Connecticut Valley
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Maine
• Under jurisdiction of MA (until 1820)

• 1620s = scattered settlements along coast 

• 1675 = abandoned briefly during King Philip’s War

• Little new settlement until after Revolution

• Large post-Rev. influx from eastern MA & Cape Cod

• Much of interior not settled until early 1800s

• Provided an alternate to westward migration for 
eastern New England until mid-1800s
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New Hampshire – 1679
• Grants 1629 and 1635

• MA Bay 1641-1679

• Colony 1679-86, 1691

• Mainly West Country 
fisherman and merchants

• Not overly religious

• Little settlement of the 
interior

Image by Kmusser, at Wikimedia Commons
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“An accurate map of the State and Province 
of New-Hampshire in New England,” 1784, 
at LOC.gov.

WHEREWHATWHENWHO

Connecticut River
Ft. Dummer
& 
6 towns

1724-
1736MA

Eastern shore of 
Lake ChamplainOutposts1731-

1759French

SW cornerBennington1749

NH 5 from MA, S & E13 town 
grantsBy 1754

S & W & E112 town 
grants

1760-
1764

W & E; 3 NY 
countiesGrants1765-

1777NY
Entire south & 
along borders

Independent 
State

1777-
1791VT

Vermont
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Conflicting Claims
• MA vs. CT

• MA vs. NY

• CT vs. NY

• NY vs. NH then VT vs. NY

• NY vs. NJ

• NY vs. PA

Image by 
Kmusser, at 
Wikimedia 
Commons
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Pennsylvania’s boundaries
• CT, VA, MD laid claim 

to areas now part of PA

• Disputes led to bloody 
confrontations like the 
Cresap’s War (1730s):
– Settled by land treaties
– 1767 Mason-Dixon Line 

clarified  borders of PA, 
MD, (West) VA, and DE

Pennsylvania Historical 
Museum and Commission

ExplorePAhistory.com
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Tip
Study Projects compile 

data on settlers.
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americanancestors.org/publications/early-new-england-research
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Study projects
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Settlers of the Beekman Patent
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New Sweden & New Netherland
David Riker, Genealogical and Biographical 
Directory to Persons in New Netherland from 
1613 to 1674(c1999).
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Migration
pre-1783
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• No/poor land

• Overpopulation

• Lacking 
opportunity/ 
unemployment

• Disputes

• Free/cheap/better land

• Transportation

• Opportunities/work

• Less restricted/          
self-determination

• Advertisements

PullPush

Motivations
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Patterns
• Complex migration and settlement patterns 

• Coast-to-interior & then east-to-west migration

• Chose areas along waterways & paths

• Moved from populated areas to less densely 
settled areas

• Frontier determined by relations with natives
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What’s stopping them?
• Native population

• Conflict/competition

Charles Paullin, Atlas of the 
Historical Geography of the 
United States (1932).

“A new map of North America from the latest 
discoveries, 1763,” digitized by NY Public Library.
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Topography
• Needed accessibility

William Dollarhide, Map Guide 
to American Migration Routes, 
1735-1815 (2000).
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Migration Trails
• Water routes

• Native trails

• Post roads

• Turnpikes

• Canals

• Railroads

“Albany Post Road map,” 
at FamilySearch.org.

ExplorePAhistory.com
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1777

“A map of the 
provinces of 
New-York and 
New Jersey: with 
a part of 
Pennsylvania 
and the Province 
of Quebec,” 
1777, digitized 
by New York 
Public Library.
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Migration
post-1783
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19th Century Migration
• Vast flow out of New England to New York & West

• New England completely settled 
– except northern Maine & remote mountains

• Growth of cities & commerce in southern New England and 
New York

• Exodus from rural northern to urban southern New England 
and New York

• New immigrants
– Irish, French-Canadians, Italians, Poles, Portuguese, etc.

• Immigrants replaced Yankees moving West

American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 51



1783-1820
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Central New York
• Military Tract

– Cayuga, Cortland,   
Onondaga, Seneca Counties

• Chenango Twenty Townships
– “Clinton’s Purchase”       

below Oneida Reservation

• Boston Ten Towns
– MA right to sell, 

NY jurisdiction
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Western & Northern New York

 Phelps-
Gorham 
Purchase

 Morris 
Reserve

 Holland 
Land Co.

 Macomb 
Purchase

James Truslow Adams, Atlas of American History (1943).
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New York History 74:372
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New York History 74:367
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New York History 74:353

1

23
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New England to New York trends
• East to west along parallel lines of latitude

• New Englanders in New York:
– CT: Long Island, Putnam & Orange Co., Chenango 

20 Townships, Black River Valley, Genesee country
– MA (and ME): Boston 10 Towns, MA Reserve, St. 

Lawrence County area
– RI: Oneida factories, Chenango 20 Townships 
– NH: through VT to North Country 
– VT: North Country, Holland Land Company
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Genealogical Journal 17:85.

Vermont to New York
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Vermont Settlers
• Connecticut

– Tolland & Windham Co. to east
– Litchfield Co. to west

• Massachusetts
– Southeastern through CT or RI
– up Connecticut River

• New Hampshire

• New York
– Dutchess, Westchester, Putnam 

Co.
– up Hudson River

Lewis D. Stilwell, Migration from Vermont (1948), 78.
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Map image by 
Geology.com at 
Wikimedia Commons
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New York History 74:362
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“Sherman & Smith's rail 
road, steam boat & stage 
route map of New England, 
New-York, and Canada,” 
1852, digitized by Boston 
Public Library

American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 63



New York History 74:380
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U.S. Population Density 
1790-1820
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Tip
Consider the history 
of a place for origin 

clues.
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Origin Clues
• Town name

• Region

• Time period

• Surname

Atlas of Chenango Co., N.Y. (1875)

Named 
for CT 
townNamed for 

Nathaniel 
Greene of RI

Region of 
Chenango Twenty 
Townships

Set off for 
“Vermont 
Sufferers” in 
1786

Named 
for MA 
town
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Middlebury migration
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Robert Labberton, New Historical Atlas and General History (1886).
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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