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• Newspapers

• National Soldiers’ 
home records

• Various groups for 
Union and 
Confederate 
Veterans and their 
families

Post-service records
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Newspapers

Class 5: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 5



Class 5: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 6



www.newspapers.com/
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www.Newspapers.com
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stoughton.advantage-preservation.com/
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Search Suggestions
• Name of veteran of the Union or Confederacy

• Regiment or Vessel the veteran served with

• Name of the G.A.R. or U.C.V. Post they were a 
member of

• Search for G.A.R. or U.C.V. events with the 
keyword of the community they resided in.  
Search for parades or events indirectly associated 
with your ancestor, but not directly listing his 
name.
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Newspapers not online
• Search catalogs of local public libraries for the 

community your veteran ancestor resided.

• If a newspaper did not exist in that community 
search for a neighboring town / city newspaper

• Contact local historical societies for newspaper 
morgue books, or loose papers when microfilm or 
digital options are not available.
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National 
Soldier Homes
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familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Military_Old_Soldiers_Home_Records
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Union & Confederate Soldier Homes

• National Soldier Home Records are located on 
both Ancestry and FamilySearch for both Union 
and Confederate Soldier Homes.
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/828792
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Togus, ME Soldiers Home
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Togus, ME Soldiers Home
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National Soldiers Home – New Orleans
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National Soldiers Home – New Orleans
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ancestry.com/search/collections/61889/
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ancestry.com/search/collections/60055/
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Approved Application – Ancestry.com
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Disallowed Applications
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Disallowed Applications
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Disallowed Applications
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Veteran and 
Descendants Groups
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Grand Army of the 
Republic (G.A.R.)
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Grand Army of the Republic
• Formed: April 6, 1866

• The G.A.R. had largest 
enrollment in 1890, with 
410,000 members.

• Dissolved: August 2, 1956
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G.A.R. State Departments
• Each state (including those in former Confederate 

states) fell within a G.A.R. “Department,” and 
within these Departments were the “Posts”.  These 
were the forerunners of current V.F.W. Halls. 

• The posts were made up of local veterans, many of 
whom participated in local civic events. As the 
posts were formed, they were assigned to the 
home Department of the National Commander-
in-chief of the year that they were chartered.
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G.A.R. Records
• G.A.R. Records are not centralized
• Photographs of members
• Annual Encampments
• Newspaper articles
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www.garrecords.org/
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www.garrecords.org/
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G.A.R. Posts – Massachusetts (PDF)
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Post 72 G.A.R. 
• Post Number: 72

• Post Name: A. St. John Chambre

• Location: Stoughton, Norfolk

• Department: Massachusetts

• Organized: November 13, 1868

• Last mention: Survivor 1941
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http://www.garrecords.org/
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G.A.R. Post 144 – Dedham, Mass.
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National Encampments of the G.A.R.
• The G.A.R. held an annual National 

Encampment every year from 1866 
to 1949. 

• At the final encampment in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1949, the 
few surviving attendees voted to 
retain the existing officers in place 
until the organization's dissolution. 

• As a result, Theodore Penland of 
Oregon, the G.A.R.'s Commander 
at the time, was its last. At the time 
of the last national encampment, 16 
members were still living and six 
were able to attend.
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www.garrecords.org/

Class 5: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



babel.hathitrust.org/
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Albert Woolsen (1850-1956)
• After the death 

of the last 
member, Albert 
Woolson, age 
106 in 1956 the 
G.A.R. was 
formally 
dissolved.
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Women’s Relief Corps 
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Women’s Relief Corps
• The Woman's Relief Corps was 

formed in 1879 recognized by 
1883 as the "official women's 
auxiliary" to the G.A.R.

• “Our mission is to perpetuate the 
memory of those who sacrificed 
much and sometimes all in the 
American Civil War; provide 
assistance to veterans of all wars 
and extend needed aid to them and 
to their widow(er)s and orphans.”
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womansreliefcorps.org/membership-application/
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The Ladies of the 
Grand Army of the 

Republic
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• The Loyal Ladies League was established in 1881 as 
an auxiliary to the G.A.R.  In 1886 the organization 
went more national and changed its name to The 
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic. It was 
finally incorporated by an act of the 86th Congress on 
June 17, 1959.  

• The original objectives of the organization included 
“promotion of patriotism and loyalty to the Union, and 
participation in community service, especially for the 
aid of our Veterans and their dependents."
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Sons of Union 
Veterans
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suvcw.org/governance-forms/membership-application
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MOLLUS
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loyallegion.org/about/history/
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loyallegion.org/download-application/
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Daughters of 
Union Veterans 1861-1865
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Daughters of Union Veterans
• Olive Howard, Harriet Knapp, Eva Merwin, Frank Merwin and Bertha 

Martin organized on May 30, 1885 and held the first meeting on June 
3, 1885 Massillon, Ohio.

• Incorporated as "The National Alliance of the Daughters of Veterans 
of the United States of America" on December 12, 1885, in Massillon, 
Ohio.  They were endorsed by The Grand Army of the Republic at the 
34th Annual Encampment held in Chicago, Illinois, 1900.

• Name changed to Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War at 
the 35th National Convention held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1925.

• Name changed to Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 
1861-1865 at the 54th National Convention held in Des Moines, Iowa 
1944. 
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www.duvcw.org
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www.duvcw.org/index.php/membership
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United Confederate 
Veterans (U.C.V.)
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United Confederate Veterans
• Formed: June 10, 1889

• Headquarters: New Orleans, LA

• The organization grew rapidly 
throughout the 1890s with a total 
of 1,555 that were present at 
the 1898 reunion.

• Dissolved: December 31, 1951

• Post records not centralized
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www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/590459
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Confederate Veteran Magazine
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Confederate Veteran Magazine
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Confederate Veteran Magazine
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"The Last Muster" Confederate Veteran 
Magazine
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Index to the Confederate Veteran
• An index to the personal names of over 11,000 

Confederate soldiers as published in the 
Confederate Veteran magazine for 1893 to 1932 

• Links to all issues are available to download on 
Archive.org for 1893 to 1932 available from: 
https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/ser
ial?id=confedvet
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lva-virginia.libguides.com/confederate-veteran
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lva-virginia.libguides.com/confederate-veteran
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lva-virginia.libguides.com/confederate-veteran
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Confederate Veteran Magazine 
on Archive.org 

• Links to all issues are available to download on 
Archive.org for 1893 to 1932 available from: 
https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/ser
ial?id=confedvet
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archive.org/details/confederateveter20conf/page/178/mode/2up
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archive.org/details/confederateveter20conf/page/178/mode/2up
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Sons of the 
Confederacy
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Sons of the Confederacy

• The SCV was founded 
on July 1, 1896, in 
Richmond, Virginia. 

• Their headquarters are 
located in Columbia, 
Tennessee
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https://scv.org/
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scv.org/scv-membership/
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United Daughters of 
the Confederacy
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United Daughters of the Confederacy

• Founded on September 10, 1894, by 
Caroline Meriwether Goodlett and Anna 
Davenport Raines as the National 
Association of the Daughters of the 
Confederacy.  A first chapter was 
formed in Nashville, Tenn.

• Name was later changed to United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. 
Originally their primary activity was to 
support the construction of Confederate 
memorials.

• In 1896, this organization help establish 
the Children of the Confederacy.
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https://hqudc.org/
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https://hqudc.org/membership-2/
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hqudc.org/udc-magazine/
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Hereditary Societies
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Civil War Hereditary Societies
• MOLLUS - The Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the 

United States (1865)

• Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (1881)

• Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(1883)

• Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War (1885)

• Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic (1885)

• United Daughters of the Confederacy (1894)
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Civil War Hereditary Societies
• Children of the Confederacy (1896)

• Sons of Confederate Veterans (1896)

• National Society Daughters of the Union (1912)

• Military Order of the Stars and Bars (1938)

• National Order of the Blue and Gray (1990)
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Strategy: Adopt the 
Regiment
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Adopt the Regiment Check List
• Determine who the other soldiers in the same vessel, 

company, and or regiment are.

• Create a spreadsheet of names and dates.

• Repeat the steps as you would for your own ancestor

• Locate where they resides to search for diaries and 
letters they may have left.

• Search Pension files for mutual "affidavits"

• Create a Social Media page for descendants
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www.Facebook.com
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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