Class 3: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors 6/14/2024

Civil War Research:
Tracing Union and
Confederate Ancestors

Class 3: Women in the Civil War

Melanie McComb, Senior Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
£ American Ancestors,

3LAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Meet today’s presenter

Melanie McComb

Senior Genealogist

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors 6/14/2024

Overview

Nurses Doctors

Serving in
Disguise

Online Resources Manuscripts

Roles Available to Women

* Nursing was not primarily a woman's occupation

¢ Before the Civil War, males served as medical
stewards (male nurses)

¢ Women could serve as cooks and laundresses

* InJune 1861, Sanitary Commissions and Relief
Societies started recruiting women to work in

hospitals
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Dorothea Dix

* First superintendent of U.S. army
nurses in June 1861

* Over 3,000 nurses served the
Union during her tenure

* National Association of Army
Nurses of the Civil War was
founded in 1881 by Dix

U.S. Army Nurse Requirements

* Between the ages of 35 and 50 years old
* Good health

* Good moral standards

* "Not too attractive"

* Willing to dress "plainly”
o No hooped skirts
o Black or brown dresses
o No cosmetics or jewelry

* Commit to 3 months service minimum

* Follow regulations and directions of supervisors

Other Ways to Pursue Nursing

* If they volunteered in Union hospitals, regional
organizations could certify the women as official
nurses

¢ Catholic nuns

* Starting in 1863, they could be selected by
surgeons
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Pay Roll

* For those “regularly mustered into service,”
$12/month

* Hospital matron was paid $6/month until 1863;
the pay was then increased to $10/month

* Contract nurses were paid $13/month

10

African American Nurses

* Were basically confined to menial labor jobs

* Worked among the most "dangerously ill" patients
in convalescent homes and government hospitals

* Were hired out to Confederate hospitals by their
enslavers

¢ Cared for African American soldiers

* The US. Navy recruited several African American
women to serve on the hospital ships

11

Catholic Nuns

* It's estimated over 600 Catholic
nuns served as nurses in military
hospitals throughout the Union and
Confederacy

* From 21 religious orders, which
included Daughters of Charity,
Sisters of Mercy, and Sisters of the
Holy Cross

e Cooked, cleaned, dressed wounds,
assisted in surgeries, and kept the
hospitals running

12
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Provincial Archives of the Daughters of
Charity

6/14/2024

daughtersofcharity.org/provincial-archives-of-the-daughters-of-charity

13

CIVILWAR
PR e

Found 6 records)

daughtersofcharity.org

14

‘Balm of Hope’ Tells Daughters of Charity
Civil War Nurses’ Stories

daughtersofcharity.org

15
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Ann (Bradford) Stokes

Photod NITSSKST 1SS Red Rover, by 1, Muller

* First African American

woman to serve ona U.S.
military vessel (USS Red
Rover)

* Among the first women to
serve as a nurse in the U.S.

Navy

* Served under the direction of
the Sisters of the Holy Cross
nuns

* In 1890, she apglied and
received a disability pension.

16

Clara Barton

* Provided nursing care and

supplies to soldiers during the
Civil War

* Earned the nickname "Angel
of the Battlefield"

* After the war, opened the

Office of Missing Soldiers to
reconnect 20,000 soldiers with
their families

¢ In 1881, she founded the
American Red Cross

17

LIBRARY
I.IBIIM".,F:WSS L - a

Clara Barton Papers

© Featured Content

loc.gov/collections/clara-barton-papers/about-this-collection

18
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OUR ARMY NURSES.

Archive.org

Archive.org
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Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell

* First woman to receive a medical degree in the
United States

* Elizabeth, along with her sister Dr. Emily
Blackwell, founded the Women's Central
Association of Relief (WCAR) in New York City

S
I@ ARCHIVES & MANUSCRIPTS Q

United States Sanitary Commission records. Woman's Central Association of
Relief records

archives.nypl.org

23

LIBRARY T
I.Innl“'m EBhtness o . a

loc.gov/collections/blackwell-family-papers

24
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U.S. Sanitary Commission
* National version of the WCAR

» Oversaw nurse training, coordinated volunteer
efforts, and provided hospital and kitchen services
at the battlefront

* Most of the officers and agents were men

* Women were mostly volunteers

6/14/2024

25

&3 ARCHIVES & MANUSCRIPTS a

United States Sanitary Commission records
18611879 [bulk 1861-1872]

BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL INFORMATION

archives.nypl.org

26

£3) THE HEW YORK PUBLIC LISRARY
|& bisimat cottecTions Q

] =
i
\ | . 1 B e
digitalcollections.nypl.org
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ioLINK Finding Ald Repository

Finding aid for the United States Sa
Aid Society o

Cleveland Branch (Soldiers’
Records

e A Socety of Nesthers Obic) Recend

ead.ohiolink.edu

28

Dr. Mary Edwards Walker

* Atfirst only allowed to practice as a
nurse in temporary hospitals set up
around Washington

* In 1863, her request to practice as a
surgeon was accepted

* Ist Woman Army Medical Officer

* In 1864, she was captured by
Confederate troops as a suspected spy

* The only woman to ever receive the
Medal of Honor

29

Syracuse University

Mary Edwards Walker Papers G

Aniventory of her papers at Syracuse University

Overview of the Collection

Crasior: Walke, Mary Edhwards, 1832-1919.
T Mary Edwasts Walir Pagars
InckaiveDates:  1759-1550

library.syracuse.edu/digital/guides/w/walker_me.htm

30
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Elizabeth Van Lew

* Operated an espionage ring in Richmond, VA

* Provided food and clothing to the prisoners
of Libby Prison and collected intelligence

* Helped facilitate the escape of many men with
the assistance of prison clerk Erasmus Ross

* Recruited by Union General Benjamin Butler
as a spy; sent coded message to Union
officers using invisible ink and hiding reports
in hollowed out eggs or vegetables

* In 1869, she was appointed Postmaster of
Richmond by President Grant

32

Mary Jane Richards

* Previously enslaved by Van Lew's family, but freed by Elizabeth

* Sent to the North to be educated, then returned to assist Van Lew

* Obtained a position in the Confederate White House, posing as
an enslaved person

¢ Memorized the documents seen in Jefferson Davis's office and
eavesdropped on conversations

*  After the war, she worked for the Freedmen's Bureau as a teacher

* In 1995, she was inducted into the Military Intelligence Hall of
Fame

33
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Elizabeth Van Lew Papers

* Held at the Library of Virginia and the New York
Public Library

* Library of Virginia collection includes a letter
from M.]. Denman (Mary Bowser) to Elizabeth,
an African American part of the spy ring

* New York Public Library collection includes her
journal and a cipher she used to send coded
messages to Union commanders

6/14/2024

34

Rose Greenhow

*  Wealthy socialite and widow who lived across the i
street from the White House

* Organized a spy ring where she relayed
information using ciphers, Morse code, and
sewing messages into secret pockets and
tapestries

*  When she was put under house arrest for spying,
she used her 8-year-old daughter “Little Rose” to
transmit messages on candy wrappers o

* In 1862, Rose and her daughter were held in the
Old Capitol Prison for months before being
deported to Richmond

35

nps.gov/civilwar/spies.htm

36
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nps.gov/civilwar/spies.htm

37

Serving in Disguise

How did Women Disguise
Themselves?

¢ Both the Union and Confederate armies forbade
women from enlisting; recruiters did not require
proof of identity

* Women assumed masculine names and dressed
as men

— involved binding their breasts, padding the waists
of their pants, and cutting their hair short

39

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 13



Class 3: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors 6/14/2024

Physical Exams

* Recruiters looked for physical handicaps such as
deafness, poor eyesight, or "lameness"

* Recruits were rarely ordered to strip during these
exams

* It is estimated approximately 750 women enlisted

40

How did Other Soldiers Not Notice?

* Many underage men lacked facial hair

¢ Victorian standards were also in effect for men as
well:

o Soldiers slept in their clothes

o Bathed in their underwear
o Didn't change their underclothes for several weeks

o The open trenched latrines were avoided by many
soldiers

41

Pensions

* There are a few documented examples of 2 i
women receiving pensions J

* Examples include:

o Sarah (Edmonds) Seelye received a
government pension in 1886 for her
service under the alias "Frank
Thompson"

o Albert D.J. Cashier also received a
pension after living her entire life as
aman

42
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Online Resources

Online Databases

* Woman's Work in the Civil War (Ancestry $)

¢ Antietam Medical Personnel Database (National
Museum of Civil War Medicine)

44

Woman's Work in the Civil War

[ seacn QDTS Browse this collection

Yoar Location

P  chosesenen More help

Source Information

45
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M while standing for what is noble and true in man, hay
received an added lustre in being made to express
also, the sympathy, the goodness, and the power of

woman, The death of the honored husband, and the public
labors of the heroic wife, in the same cause—the great cause that
has absorbed the attention and the resources of the country for
four years—have given esch to the other a peculiar and thrilling
interest to every loyal American heart.

Tt will be remembered that shortly after the battle of Shiloh,
Governor Harvey proceeded to the front with supplies and medi-
caring for the wounded among the soldiers

eal aid to assist

from his State, afler rendering great servios in alley

sufferings by the aid and co og]
reviving their spirits by his el

bark at Savannah for home, in passing from one

to another.

War Medicine

National SUPPORT
Musecum of Civil
>

VISIT  EXPLORE

Primary Sources

Primary sources are how we know what we know about history. You can access two different types of Civil War primary sources from this
page. Our curated bibliographies have primary sources related to Civil War medicine organized by topic ranging from nursing to battlefield
evacuation and mare. The searchable databases allow researchers to find the names of medical personnel wha served at Antietam. patients

treated in Frederick after Antietam, and those who appeared on Clara Bartors published Rolls of Missing Men

S0 go ahead, check oul the primary sources the Museum d see what about Civil War medicine.

civilwarmed.org

48
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6/14/2024

National . SUPPORT
Museum of Civil
i War Medicine
VIS DPLORE  EVENTS  SHOP  SUPPORT

TR .

Antietam Medical Personnel Database

s 1.3 cromsourcing dat cacal personel ho served o the Batte td
’
SUBMIT NEW INFORMATION TO THE DATABASE N

Sl -

Show ertries

civilwarmed.org
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National : SUPPORT
Museum of Civil
i War Medicine

VIST  EXPLORE  EVENTS  SHOP  SUPPORT

civilwarmed.org

National
Museum of Civil
Y War Medicine

civilwarmed.org
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(4

visiT

National
Museum of Civil
War Medicine

oeuwR s see  sweeont TR

52
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* Genealogical libraries (American Ancestors)
* National Archives

* Local historical societies

* University collections

* Archivegrid.com

Location of Manuscripts
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£3 American Ancestors.

t ita] Library & @
Digital £Xifive S5
T -
BROWSE

Repusaaries

https://digital. AmericanAncestors.org

7 American Ancestors. jon ViR Giwe About
s 344 Library a @
Digital ¥32fves S
[ T i o
= (el . |
J wWar Manuscripts (NEHGS)

56

hout this collection

caftin Camecton inci

Ameria,

57
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= Back to results

Diary of Betsey Jennings Nixon

Diary of Betsey Jennings Nixon, Transcription, Page 25

] e (=Y

—— 0. ||
[ soun ]

S Resuies found i

Diary of Betsey Jennings
Nixon, Transcription, Page 25

Diary of Betsey Jennings
Nixon, Transcription, Page 26

Diary of Betsey Jennings
Nixon, Transcription, Page 27

Diary of Betsey
Nixon, Transcri

https://digital. AmericanAncestors.org
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EE ARCHIVEGRID [ oo |

FIND ARCHIVES NEAR YOU ABOUT ARCHIVEGRID

T A J

.

LOOKING FOR DIGITAL CONTENT?

[} 9 of ‘\rq_,

59

ARCHIVEGRID T

464 "Civil War" doctors women

Papers, 1865-1672

Moore, Frank, 1828-1904
"

o Ta s

New England Hospital for Women and Children records

60
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Papers, 1865-1872
Moore, Frank, 1828-1904

Duke University - David M. Rubenstein Rare Book and Manuscript Library & More Like This

. i Vo i =

Durham

61

DUKE UNIVERSITY

LIBRARIES

@ Rubenstein Library Reading Roo

Contact Us

ed June 29 to July 10

General contact information

Connect Withws

Today's Hours.

library.duke.edu/rubenstein/about/contact

62

National Archives (Union Records)

* Office of the Surgeon General (Army) - RG 112

* Adjutant General's Office - RG 94
— Service Records

Bureau of Naval Personnel - RG 24

* Department of Veterans Affairs - RG 15
— Pension Files

63
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List of Female Nurses, Cooks, and Laundresses
Employed in Army Hospitals During the Civil War

catalog.archives.gov

Names of Female Nurses Cooks and Laundresses Appearing
on Rolls as Employed in Army Hospitals During the Civil War,
NARA, RG112

FULLY AVAILABLE ORLINE

Carded Service Records of Hospital Attendants, Matrons
and Nurses, 1861-1865

Crestor: War Department. The Adjutant G

1 NAID:

Q Sesech

~/  Fully Available Online
This Series is fully available onling

catalog.archives.gov

66
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Inside this Series

aciades 1,020 File Units. Esch

67

‘Hospital Muster Roll

of 0.8 A Post Hospita),

e
o i v Cot— m

Kttachd 10 hosplia}
When Ai LKL SULS

How cnployel.. Lastatl sacerag

Last paid by Msj.

o 4186 .
Bounty paid § 58; e ™
Procat or shuent . AEZEZE v
Remarks:

Carded Service Record, Female "‘:‘“"’: R
Nurse, NARA Gy,

68

xaro; I © <~

BRI - PARTIALLY AVAILABLE ONLINE

Muster Rolls of Naval Ships, January 1, 1860—June 9,
1900

Creators:

Department of the Navy. Bureau of Navigation. 7/5/1862-11/18/1909 (Most Recent)

Department of the Navy. Office of the Secretary. 1798.9/1947 (Predecessor)

Department of the Navy. Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting. (7/5/1862 - 6/30/1890) (Predecessor)

Partially Available Online
This Series contains recards, some of which are available online
548 File Units(with a total of 46,141 digital objects) from this Series are currently online and ready to view.

catalog.archives.gov

69
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Muster Rolls of U.S.S. Rattler, 1863-1864; U.S.S. R. B.
Forbes, 1862; U.S. Coast Survey Schooner Ready, 1875~

6/14/2024

1879; and U.S.S. Red Rover, 1863-1865

catalog.archives.gov

k DATE OF ENLISTMENT.
BN AN RATING. WHERE ENLISTED,
P— Ty R, o |
o 0 s ¥, V4

A £
p : , -
s W) ST & AL

¥ e 2
g te / WAy

catalog.archives.gov

S | WHERE BORN. B PERSONAL
TS| ragy on ysseL yox | ey
L NVl NeceiveD ; I
MENT | Oy, Town, or Connty Suate. AR i Ocenpation.
i 2 4

catalog.archives.gov
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47 oL | HrionT. S
Complexion,|_ 10T |
Feet. | In. |

Eyes. ] Hair.

| Oceupation.

/,/,,_‘ o : sl ¢

///ﬂ/;//;, L=l
VA S Y = &
P Kidts— ot
T . TS s 5

catalog.archives.gov
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-

National Archives
(Confederate Records)

* Located in Record Group 109, War Department
of Confederate Records

* Hospital personnel can be found in the Hospital
Rolls, 1861-1865
— organized by the specific hospital

* For enslaved persons, their first names are listed
along with their owners

74

Hospital Volumes,

75

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 25



Class 3: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors 6/14/2024

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

NEw ENGLAND HiISTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
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Copyright ©2024
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