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Veteran Administration Statistics 
on the Civil War

Confederate

Total Servicemembers (Conf.)...................1,050,000
Battle Deaths (Confederate)....................... ...74,524
Other Deaths in Service (Confed.)..................59,297,
Not including the 25,000 to 31,000 who died in Union Prisons
Non-mortal Woundings (Confed.) ................Unknown

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 4



Step
Determine if he 

fought for 
Confederacy

#1

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 5



1860 U.S. Census
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Review 
Does your ancestor “fit the description”?

• Male, in good health

• Draft registration 

• How old was he in 1861?
– Average age 18-30
– Most soldiers born 1790 

to 1850

• If on the young side, did his father enlist?

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 7



Seeking treasures in the attic
• Personal letters from the soldier or from family 

members.

• Photographs

• War Diary

• Military ephemera 

• Does this family treasure help
verify oral tradition
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Cemetery Hints to a veteran
• CSA (Confederate 

Veteran) veteran flags 
marker or military 
headstone

• Veteran plots on a 
national or local level
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Family Monument
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Review
Probates & Deeds left by your Veteran

PROBATE

• Did they leave a will before enlisting?

• Was there an intestate probate to settle their estate 
after their death?

• Notices in the newspaper of their estate
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Review 
Probates & Deeds left by your Veteran

DEEDS

• Did they own land before they enlisted?

• Was the land foreclosed upon when they were 
serving?

• Is there a mortgage deed by the soldier or his wife?

• Was the property sold by their widow?
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City Directories
• Listing the veteran at 

a residence in 1860, and not 
present during 1861-65

• Sometimes veterans listed in 
appendix or abbreviations 
denoting service in Army or 
Navy

• The date death of the 
veteran listed in the 
directory occasionally
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Using the Census
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1890 Census Special Schedule 

1890 U.S. Census, Special Schedule

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 15



1910 U.S. Census, Veteran Question
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1930 U.S. Census, Veteran Question
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Step
Learn about your 

ancestor’s service in 
the Confederacy

#2
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
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What details does the database 
contain for Confederate veterans?
• Regiment or battalion

• Whether Confederate or Union 

• Company

• Soldier's rank in, and rank out

• Alternate name(s)

• National Archives source microfilm number
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers-detail.htm
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers-detail.htm
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-units-detail.htm
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-units-detail.htm
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-units-detail.htm

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 25



www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles-person-detail.htm
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Battles
• Over 10,000 armed 

conflicts occurred during 
the Civil War

• 400 of the most 
significant determined by 
the National Park 
Service’s American 
Battlefield Protection 
Program can be searched
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles.htm
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-sailors.htm
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-cemeteries.htm
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-cemeteries.htm
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Ordering Records
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www.archives.gov
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www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records#nwctb-list
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eservices.archives.gov/orderonline
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NATF-86 order form
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Confederate Compiled Military Service File
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Typical details on a CMSR
• Soldier’s name

• Age

• Rank

• Military unit(s) served in

• If he was imprisoned, where and when captured

• If he deserted, when received and when discharged 
and by whom one was discharged

• If died where and when death occurred
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Confederate Service 
Records Online
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Fold3.com
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www.fold3.com/publication/29
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www.fold3.com/publication/29
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www.fold3.com/publication/29
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www.fold3.com/publication/29
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www.fold3.com/publication/29
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www.fold3.com/publication/29
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Ancestry.com
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www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1106/
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www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1106/

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 49



www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1106/
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Confederate Naval 
and Marine Records
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FamilySearch.org
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www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/103087
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M260 – Confederate Naval and 
Marine Records 

• Hospital and prison records, Navy and Marine A-
Z (NARA Series M260, Roll 1-4) 

• Papers relating to Naval and Marine Personnel A-
Z (NARA Series M260, Roll 5-7)
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www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/103087
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www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/103087
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www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/103087

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 57



www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate-navy
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Other Resources
• Town histories

• County histories

• College year books 
or alumni registers

• Statewide compilations 
of veterans
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Statewide Online 
Resources for Service
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Alabama
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archives.alabama.gov/research/CivilWarService.aspx
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archives.alabama.gov/research/CivilWarService.aspx
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archives.alabama.gov/research/CivilWarService.aspx
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Georgia
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vault.georgiaarchives.org/digital/collection/confed/search
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vault.georgiaarchives.org/digital/collection/confed/search
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vault.georgiaarchives.org/digital/collection/confed/search
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vault.georgiaarchives.org/digital/collection/confed/search
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vault.georgiaarchives.org/digital/collection/confed/search
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Virginia
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Virginia Confederate Rosters Index
• Overview (from Library of Virginia)

• This is an index to a collection of unofficial rosters of 
soldiers from Virginia who served in the military forces of 
the Confederate States of America during the Civil War. 

• These rosters represent the work of the Department of 
Confederate Military Records and its predecessor, the 
Office of the Secretary of Virginia Military Records, from 
1904 until 1918. 

• The rosters provide the name of the soldier, rank, date of 
enlistment or commission, and sometimes remarks 
including killed in battle, captured, etc. Each record also 
indicates the source of the indexed information and 
microfilm reel number.

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 72



lva-virginia.libguides.com/confederate-rosters
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Virginia Confederate Navy Index
• Overview (from Library of Virginia)

• Admiral Augustus O. Wright, at the urging of fellow members 
of the United Confederate Veterans, led an initiative in 1921 to 
obtain military records of approximately 6,000 men who served 
in the Confederate States Navy. 

• The lack of surviving original Confederate naval records, and 
the fact that no Compiled Military Service Records were 
abstracted for either Union or Confederate naval personnel, 
compounded the difficulties faced by veterans and their 
dependents trying to secure state pensions. 

• Wright’s successful efforts garnered support from eight southern 
legislatures and included a correspondence campaign to contact 
all surviving naval veterans to record their recollections of 
military service. 
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www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/connavy
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Tip
Consider family 

members who served 
(brothers, fathers, uncles, 

cousins, etc.)
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What to learn
• What battles did your ancestor’s regiment 

participate in?

• Who were the commanding officers?

• Adopt the company for deeper research.
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Step
Determine whether your 

ancestor was killed or 
wounded

#3
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Sources to utilize
• Published sources
– Regimental histories

• Newspapers

• Local or county death 
registers

• CMSR

• Pension files (Class 4)

• Gravestone inscriptions 
(Class 5)
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Regimental Histories
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www.archive.org
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www.archive.org
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History of the Ninth Virginia Cavalry

Class 2: Civil War Research: Tracing Union & Confederate Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 83



History of the Ninth Virginia Cavalry
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Newspapers
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Article with photo of veteran
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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