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HAMILTON, JEREMIAH J. (1838–1905?). 
Jeremiah Hamilton, a black political and civic leader, was 
born in July 1838 in Tennessee. He arrived in Texas as a 
slave in 1847. After emancipation he married a woman 
named Ellen in 1867, and they had seven children, of
whom five survived. Hamilton lived in Bastrop County 
and became a spokesman for black workers as early as 
1866. Thereafter he ran successfully in 1869 for the Texas 
House of Representatives in the Twelfth Legislature as a 
Republican. As a legislator he generally favored bills to 
advance law enforcement, education, and civil rights. After 
his legislative term Hamilton remained in Austin, where he 
worked primarily as a carpenter. Hamilton apparently died 
early in the twentieth century, for his name disappeared 
from the Austin city directories after 1905.

Jeremiah Hamilton

What’s in a Name?

• Magee
• Mcgeehee
• Mcgehee
• Mcghee
• Mcgee
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The 1870 and 1880 Census

Tip
If you can not find a connection 

in these records, try proving 
your theory about an ancestor 

with supplemental records. 

City Directory Record and Census

Laying the Foundation for a 
Good Search
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Marriage Record, Census Abstracts

1875 Census

Common Myths
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1920 Federal Census

Obituary
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