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Identifying a Pioneer

in the Family
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Clues for Possible Pioneers

01

Check census records

for birthplace of head
of family and
children. You may
notice a move after
1849 out west

02

Check census records
for the occupation of
the head of
household. Look for
farmers, miners, and
railroad workers.
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03

Review agriculture

schedules to identify
how much land they
had.
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1850 Census

o First federal census that listed all members of a

household
 The earliest census that recorded the 49ers

* Occupation was listed
* Look for miner, prospector

* Don't discount other occupations — many profited
from the miners and set up businesses such as
shops and hotels.

* Many women worked as schoolteachers

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors

1850 United States Federal Census for Jas Wiswell
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1850 Census, Coloma, California

(Ancestry.com)
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Non-Population Schedules

Included as part of the 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880
federal census

Include agriculture, industry/manufacturers, social
statistics, and supplemental schedules.

Separate from what the population schedule (what we
call the census)

Locations include Alabama, California, Connecticut,
Georgia, Illinois, lowa, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Washington Territory
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»lancestry Home Trees Search Memories DNA Hire an Expert [

Search > Census & Voter Lists

U.S., Selected Federal Census Non-Population
Schedules, 1850-1880

@ Match all terms exactly Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name .
the options below.
State

Day Month Year Location Choose... v
Lived In Schedule Type
Any Event v v

Year

Keyword
County

e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers"wv

OS Page
Locality

Schedule Type

Related data collections

Day Month Year U.S. Federal Census Collection

Ancestry.com
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\ FamilySearch  Family Tree Search Memories Get Involved Activities

Records Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

An index of pioneers from Massachusetts to the West, especially the state of Michigan

TTLENO indexofpioneersf00flag

EHEAMOR Flagg, Charles Allcott, 1870-1920, [from old catalog] comp
LANGUAGE eng

ReREsl Michigan

PAGE COUNT 100

OWNING INSTITUTION i
Internet Archive

PUBLISHER DIGITAL :
The Library of Congress

ACCESS LEVEL .
Public

VIEW INSIDE ‘ { Lt ‘

www.familysearch.org

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 9



American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors

An Index of Pioneers from Massachusetts to the

West (FamilySearch.org)
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¥ FamilySearch Family Tree Search Memories Get Involved Activities ® B Q' aMe\anieMcC{)mb

Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books — Wiki

California, Pioneer Migration
Index, Compiled 1906-1935

Microfilm of card file located at the California State Library, Sacramento. Index

to persons who were California pioneers or migrated to California from other

states. Includes name, place, and date of birth, parents, spouse, place, and

date married, date of arrival in California, overland or by vessel, name of Q, SEARCH MORE OPTIONS
vessel, states lived in before coming to California, places of residence in

California, profession or occupation, public offices held, politics, where

educated, principal events in history of California, place, and date of death,

signature, miscellaneous notes,

Place Year

HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

www.familysearch.org
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James Arthur Roach
Migration e California, Pioneer Migration Index, Compiled 1906-1935

Name James Arthur Roach
Departure Date 1858
Departure Place California, United States

Birth Date 15 Oct 1836

Birthplace Carlo, Ireland

Father's Name Michael Roach
Mother's Name Catherine Ryan
Spouse's Name Asenath Wiser

Marriage Date 5 Jun 1877

James Arthur Roach's Parents and Siblings OPEN ALL
VIEW ORIGINAL DOCUMENT Michael Roach Father M v
Document Information v Catherine Ryan Mother F v
Cite This Record James Arthur Roach's Spouses and Children OPEN ALL
"California, Pioneer Migration Index, Ascrath Wissr Spouse -

Compiled 1906-1935," database,

www.familysearch.org
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1907

X CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY
Roagh,. Janesa.

Name In full .. .. \LL..-.l.L‘...A.;...(..E....L..l.\).L.'..‘....t......\...7.'; Q.0
R —

Place of birth (} . \ (¢ '\ \) ‘ ’i
o e, 9 41 ..\...l..L.....;.'.........-....‘.....t..‘...‘...,..l... .l.&.‘.\..(..l....l..'.... ol

Date of birth (‘\,/l) l ‘J i/

...........
.............

Father. \ ILLC\LC\.(\} " @ ¥ GF., @

Parom{
Mother (malden name In full)...(... (\ \\L‘- ALl \L)LKCLL'I 1

Married or unmarrlod...\,...‘..‘ C\LLA..((‘ e S FILC L U R SRS '.

! r
If married, to whom.....(.. .\....\l..(.....l..'...(.‘... i‘\" L \’.:.....‘

S Q
Date of mamm.S\.L\..xilJ....‘J’...J.l...?./.{.. Place...... 2 (L. .'.'....LG..J.?‘:J.L.:.’_I L

Pioneer Index File Card, James Arthur Roach
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)
“( )\ CALISPH ERE ' Irish pioneers n

\—_g UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Contributing Institutions | Collections ‘ Exhibitions | About

Collections /

The Society of California Pioneers Collection of Autobiographies and Reminiscences of Early Pioneers

Owning Institution: Seciety of California Pioneers About this Collection
The Autobiographies and Reminiscences are made up of 153 documents varying in length from one page to over sixty pages, the average being around five pages in
length. Most include details from the writer's early life, but the bulk of each document tends to be their overland journeys or voyages to the Pacific Coast and California in
pre-Gold Rush times and then accounts of their lives after arrival. Many of the writer's - all are men - talk of their families, education, occupations before and after arriving
out West, as well as experiences mining, businesses, farming and ranching. Other aspects of their new lives are discussed: law and politics, the military and wars, social
events, agriculture, literature and theater, shipping and leisure activities. The time period covered by the accounts is from the 1840s through 1904 - when the project was
completed. The geographic location discussed range from all over the United States: New England, New York, the south, the Midwest - especially Missouri - and of course
locations along both the overland trails to the West, as well as ports of call in South and Central America. Many accounts are looking back at their lives, and some are
accurate and others may or may not be embellished as the writer relates a life some fifty or sixty years earlier.

View collection guide. &'

View our statement on digital primary resources and historical description.

Search within collection

[ Clear filters l

88 Thumbnails BB List [view2a¥llaz — ~] ¢ [fof7 »

Gl

Type of Item Select all

text (150) D Autobiography and Autobiography and Autobiography and Autobiography and Autobiography and Autobiography and
Reminiscence of... Reminiscence of... Reminiscence of... Reminiscence of... Reminiscence of... Reminiscence of Alvin...
image (2) D

Decade Select all

19005 (152) O

https://calisphere.org

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 14



American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors

Pioneers of the Prairie

LAFFEY, STEPHEN - born ca 1830 in
Ireland, died 1913. His wife, Bridget, born ca 1830
in Ireland, died March 21, 1901. They are buried
at Keokuk, Iowa. They came to St. Albans
Township in 1848. They were farmers living west
of West Point. Children: 1- a daughter born 1862,
2- John, born 1863, 3- Stephen, born 1866, 4- Daisy,
born 1870, 5- Mary, born 1871, married Thomas
Cavanaugh, 6- Thomas J., born 1872, died 1943.
All the children were born in St. Albans
Township. They were farmers and members of
the St. Mary's Catholic Church in West Point.

Credit: FamilySearch.org
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California Gold Rush
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* On 24 Jan. 1848, James W.
Marshall found gold at Sutter's
Mill in Coloma, California.

* This news helped
influence approximately
300,000 people to come
to California to find their
fortune.

* Many people travelled in 1849
and were referred to as

"The Forty-Niners" or "The
Argonauts”

Credit: Wikimedia Commons
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Credit:
Wikimedia
Commons
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Credit: Wikimedia Commons
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Foreign Miners Act

* Passed in 1850, this legislation taxed all foreign miners (non-U.S.
citizens) that sought to mine in the state of California

* Miners were charged $20/month

* The act was repealed in 1851 and replaced by the Foreign Miners'
License Act of 1852, which charged $4/month

* Records are kept at the California State Library

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Foreign Miner License Examples
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B,
” o A ‘ Search over 55,000 collection guides m

Onlfine Archive of California

’ Contributing Institutions Collection Guides Browse Map About OAC What are Collection Guides? ’

> Home > California State Library > California History Room

Collection Guide Brief record only

Collection Title: Foreign Miners Tax documents, 1850-1867.

Collection Number: MANUSCRIPT3481

Get Items: 9 No online items

= Offline. Contact California State Library::California History Room

Collection Overview

Title:
Foreign Miners Tax documents, 1850-1867
Foreign Miners Tax

Abstract:
Documents relating to the 1850 and 1852 California Foreign Miners tax laws.

Date:
1850 (issued)

Subject:

n-us-ca

Gold miners -- California -- San Joaquin County
Taxation -- California

Mines and mineral resources -- Taxation -- California
Mining law -- California

California —- Gold discoveries

Note:

In 1850 the first California state legislature passed the first Foreign Miners Tax Law, levying a twenty dollars
per month tax on each foreigner engaged in mining. A revolt resulted and it was repealed in 1851 The
Foreign Miners Tax Law was reenacted in 1852. By 1853 the Foreign Miner's Tax stated in Section 6, "The
amount to be paid for each license shall be at the rate of four dollars per month, and said license shall in no
case be transferable "

https://oac.cdlib.org
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Top Mines during the Gold Rush

Sutter’s Mill (Coloma) - January 24, 1848
Mormon Island — February 1848
Bidwell’s Bar - July 8, 1848

Weber’s Creek — Summer 1848

Murphy’s — 1848 Source: Major
“Strikes” in the

Mariposa — 1849 California Gold Rush
(PBS Article)

Rich Bar - 1850

Comstock Lode - 1859

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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= vibeo B A

ABOUT } ( YO/ CONTAC VOLUNTEER

THE ARGONAUTS
OF CALIFORNIA

BEING THE REMINISCENCES

OF SCENES AND INCIDENTS THAT OCCURRED IN
CALIFORMIA IN EARLY MINING DAYS

"

A PIONEER

Awnd believing that it will be of sewe histarical value ay well
as of infereri gemerally fe bmow the mames of thore who
were the first fo venture forth in the search of gold, and
&y whase emcripy and lator tAe foundalions of a preal iate
were haiid, and alre a gemeral grospericy created through-
out the entive conniry, | have therefore profired fo the
word the mames of thore that § have boen able to sbtain,
mumboring ahout 33,000, and including among thom the
mames of several thourand who are wow Mving in the
warios States of the Union.

TEXT AND ILLUSTRATIONS DRAWN FROM LIFE
BY ©. W. HASKINS,

T ABGmii ' g T PURLISHED FOR THE AUTHOR, BY
lRgln FORDS, HOWARD & HULBERT
NEW YORK

10

The argonauts of California : being the reminiscences
of scenes and incidents that occurred in California in
reorg/ early mining days

www.archive.org
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NAMES OF PIONEERS.

Foilowing are the names of Members of the Pioneer Association
of San Francisco:

A-—A G Abell, W Ayer, T N Allen, J P Ames, Dr Austin, O Allison,
W Armstrong,Mrs W Armstrong, ] S G Armstrong, W Aukers,F Adams,
L S Adams, J M Aguirre, J N Applegate, H B Atkins, J B Atkinson,
J F Attwell, D S Austin, E Avery, Eugene Avy, J J Ayres, B J Acker-
man, J C Angell, H G Austin.

B—L W Bonestel, S A Bishop, ] C Birdseye, F Billings, J Bensley,
J A Bauer, T L Barker, L L Baker, J M Buffington, W H Bovee,
E T Beans, A J Badlam, J Brickell, J Britton, A Bull, A Badlam,
J Beckhart, W Bortwell, G H Baker, | M Baker, R S Baker, F Balhaus,
W P Barnes, A Barstow, C Baum, E F Beale, C A Brooks, A Beice
J Burnett, W L Beebee, Z Bates, T W Bowen, B A Becker, S L Beck-

_with, J F Bekeart, F P Belcher, ] Belden, J Benson, C A Bernard,
] G Birge,C M Blake, CT Blake, I Blum, 1 Bluxome, J Boggs, C De
Boice, C D Bonestel, G Bonny, L A Booth, F G Borneman, J B Bourne,
A C Bradford, G B Bradford, A B Brady, T W Brennan, S Buckingham,
A D Biggs, A J Biglow, Levi Bashiord, T N Brand, F A Brightman,
R E Brewster, E Briggs, W R Briggs, R Bright, G Brown, R Brown,
R H Brown, J Browning, E N Bryan, W J Bryan, E P Buckley, S N Bu-
ford, G Burdell, I Burk E Burke, ] W Burnham, | Burns, C N Burton,

I M D Ml =+ PPN} 11D I B Dol AL Dol deed 1 =1

THE ARGONAUIS OF CALIFORNIA., 361

W T Coleman, S M Collins, W H Conly, W S Cook, J R Coryell, J M
Coughlin, W ii V Crenise, E Crowell, S Cunningham, W Cummings,
jr. T Cutler, R W Cantield. B Cartwright. L Cary, F Cassin, H C Cas-
tello, S J Clark. S Clark, T P Clark, C D Cleaveland, E B Cooper, AR
Cotton, W Cousins, 5 H Covert, G M Cowie, J H Crossman, J S Cros-
sett, B C Currier, W Cummings, J S Currie, W Currier, J Cushing, H
Cassanover, G Chesley, J Clement, E O Crosby, C Cole, H D Cogswell,
T Caswell, | Center, R Chenery, W T Coleman, P B Cornwall, A Camp-
bell, C S Capp, H W Carpentier, | D Carr.

D—G Dornin, W Cownie, ] Z Davis, Peter Dean, B O Devoe, S P
Derney, H L Dodge, J W Dutton, J O Dominis, W Dunphy, C K
Daugherty, B Davidson, A E Davis, W J Davis, J B Dayton, S Deal, T
R Dean, J R Deane, F P Deering, J De Forest, C Dietrich, T Dillon, J
D Dolan, W B Dolan, P J Donahue, H Donnelly, W G Doolittle, D W
Douthitt, H C Downing, R C Downs, 5 Drake | A Drinkhouse, J Du
Bois. C A C Duisenberg, W S Duncan, H Dutard, W Dutton, H A
Dana, J Davis. W G Davis, J H Deering, H Degroot, D D Demerest, J
H Demerest, A P Dennison, A M Dobbie, W B H Dobson, F Doud, N
L Drew,J S Drum, J K Dunbar, F M Durney, A Dyer.

E—) O Earl, J G Eastland, W M Eady, H H Ellis, ] Emerie,
W I Ewer, C J Eaton, A Eberhart, D J Edgar, A L Edwards, G H Eggers,
J S Ellis, E E Eyre, C Eastman, C Elsey, W C Ervin, C E Evans.
A M Ebleus,

F—A T Farish, R S Farrally, G L Faulkner, C Fernald, ] H Fish
I Foley, S Folger, C Ford, G W Foster, O H Frank, W Freeborn; M D
Fairchild, W Fallon, D W Fanning, R B Farman, F W Faulkner, C
Fieldstead, P J Finley, J Fleming, W E Fleming, ] H Flickinger, W T
Fonda, W Ford, J R Fouratt, J N Fraser, H Fried, J G Fair, J C Fall,
C F Fargo. W B Farrell, C N Felton, § ] Field, A B Forbes, ] D
Fev, 1513 Freeland, H Fowler, J D Fremery

Names of Pioneers, The Argonauts of

California

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Mormon Pioneers
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gn
( Familysee

Family Tree  Search Memories GetlInvolved  Activities © ® ® o 2 o Melanie McComb

Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

Utah Mormon Pioneer
Overland Travel Database,
1847-1868

Database from the LDS Church History Library containing a compilation

of names obtained from rosters and other reliable sources of Q, SEARCH
individuals who immigrated to Utah during this two-decade period.

Each company is listed under its captain's name, and basic information

is provided including a photograph of the captain, where available.

Many company pages include a list of diaries, journals, letters, and

reminiscences written by company members, as well as contemporary

reports about the company. The content of several thousand of those

narratives has been transcribed and is included in the database.

MORE OPTIONS

@ HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

FamilySearch.org

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 27



American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors

Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

John Henry Brown

Migration » Utah Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel Database, 1847-1868

Name John Henry Brown
- ‘ Sex Male
Birth Date 13 Dec 1816

) _ Departure Date 10 Aug 1863
View on history.lds.org sl B R—
€a ale ar

¥
oh” Event Type Immigration
S Event Date 04 Oct 1863
Event Place Deseret, United States
Company Name Thomas E. Ricks Company
VIEW ORIGINAL DOCUMENT ‘
Note KWJN-Q2F,LZRQ-HBD,KP9B-C1H,9H5T-
RCK,L7)7-2)D,KFTD-875,9388-6CS,93VQ-
Document Information v 5W),KZ7P-47B,LFP2-7FY,L6G6-LCS,LDH9-

5Q6,L7X1-1N3,KNS4-C83,KD35-57G
Collection Information
Utah Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel @
Database, 1847-1868

FamilySearch.org
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‘ Show My Ancestors >

The Church History Biographical Database contains information about the lives of over 100,000 members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as
they worked to build Christ's kingdom on the earth. Included in the database are records of pioneer immigrants to Utah, early missionaries, and Mormon
Battalion participants. The Database also provides thousands of source documents to aid your research.

See All Pioneer Companies See All Missions See All Mormon Battalion Companies

About the Database

>
Overview Mormon Battalion Data Pioneer Data Missionary Data
Learn about the Biographical Database’s An article on the data about the Mormon You'll find data on more than 61,000 The database contains
authoritative datasets and methodology Battalion included in the Church History pioneers who traveled to Salt Lake City 44,000 missionaries wi
for describing the lives of early Church Biographical database between 1847 and 1868. 1830 to 1940.

members.

https://history.churchofjesuschrist.org/chd/landing
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© we've partnered with FamilySearch to identify your ancestors in the Church History Biographical Database.

Church History Biographical Database

John Henry Brown X ‘ Show My Ancestors >

SortBy: Relevance v Items per Page: 25 ¥  Showing 1-2 of 2
Results For

John Henry Brown

[ | search All Fields People  Organizations  Sources

[ | Sounds Like
- Al  Pioneers|fll  Missionaries [l  Mormon Battalion [}

~ John Henry Brown
1818 December 13 - 1891 March 15

[ ] Show Only My Ancestors

,J: Thomas E. Ricks Company (1863)
Powered By C FamilySearch

Gender
_ John Henry Brown
‘ No Selection = 18971 December 27 - 1984 March 20
Southern States Mission (1915-1917)
Birth Date

| BN

https://history.churchofjesuschrist.org/chd/landing
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Birth Date
On 1818 December 13 (Born)

Death Date

On 1891 March 15 (Died)
Gender

Male

* View in FamilySearch

Attach Source to FamilyTree

FamilySearch login required

Yy @ @

John, his two children Lliza and George sailed to America in 1863 on the ship

Amazon.

Birth date is confirmed by Find A Grave website.

All Events

https://history.churchofjesuschrist.org/chd/landing
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*— Born bt

1818 December 13

*— Traveled in Thomas E. Ricks Company (1863) S
1863 August 10 - October 4 (Age 44) Pioneers in Company

Traveling Group

*— Died
1891 March 15 (Age 72)

John Henry Brown
(1818-1891)
Profile

https://history.churchofjesuschrist.org/chd/landing
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sources

Person A

1870 Utah Census

e 1870 Utah Census. Weber County.

Saints By Sea
* "John Henry Brown. ID: 3796", Saints By Sea.

Pioneer ~

Genealogical charts and biographical sketches of members of the L.D.S. Church, Ogden Stake

* "White, Eliza Brown", Genealogical charts and biographical sketches of members of the L.D.S.
Church, Ogden Stake, 26, Page 79-80.
Read Transcript

Submit Additional Information

https://history.churchofjesuschrist.org/chd/landing
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Oregon Donation

Land Claims
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Meet the Secretary AboutUs WorkwithUs Media Resources Public Records Request Financial Transparency Contact Us e\ Stay Connected
Oregon

Secretary of State
P8 Shemia Fagan

s

Business Voting & Elections State Archives Audits

Land Records — Federal Government

Related Resources
Donation Land Claims (DLC)
About land records >
Archival Records
Under terms of an 1850 act, certain white settlers and Indians of mixed blood in Oregon Territory (then County government land records >

Oregon Ad tr including Washington), and certain settlers arriving between Dec. 1, 1850 and Dec. 1, 1853, were
Rules (OARS) X . State government land records >
entitled to land. The number of acres granted (between 160 to 640) depended on the marital status of
the settler and the date of settlement. Settlers were required to live on the land and cultivate it for 4 Topical research guides home >
Oregon Blue Book
years.

HECUICS Manopement The Oregon denation files for each land office (Oregon City, Roseburg and The Dalles) are filed in two

numerical series. One relates to complete entries, the other to incomplete or cancelled entries.
Documents in a DLC file for a completed entry include the:

Exhibits and Events

Legislative R h
= * Notification of settlement, which describes the land either by legal description (township, range,

section and fraction of section) or by natural features (metes and bounds), sometimes accompanied

Challenge by a plat.

* Affidavit of settlement, which includes date and place of birth and, if applicable, of marriage as well

as proofs of cultivation.

Oath that the land had been used for cultivation only.

* Proof of citizenship for naturalized persons (not filmed on National Archives film M815).

* Donation certificate, which shows name of entryman, place of residence, description of land, date
of patent and volume and page number of the recorded patent in the National Archives.

State Archives Resources

* Oregon Donation Land Files, 1851-1903 (National Archives (NARA) microfilm M815)
¢ QOregon Donation Land Claims, vol. |-V, 1851-1903 (Reference Library publication)

* Oregon Donation Land Claim File Index (Reference Library publication)

¢ Oregon Donation Land Claim Abstracts (NARA microfilm M145)

¢ Washington Donation Land Claims, 1851-1903 (NARA microfilm M203)

Other Resources

€ Oregon Donation Land Claim Index (Genealogical Forum of Oregon)

https://www.oregonhistoryproject.org

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 35



Research Library

Indexes —

All Indexes

Pioneers and Early
Oregonians

Military
Vital Records

Support Indexing

MemberSpace
Resources

Manuscripts
Collection

Useful Links
Research Services
Professionals

Special Projects /
Programs
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Resources Learn Who We Are

Donation Land Claims

Donation Land Claims were granted to settlers of the Oregon and
Washington Territories who arrived prior to 1853 (see our DLC brochure).
The files contain considerable genealogical data. Originals of these claims
are located in the National Archives in Washington, D.C. The GFO has copies
on microfilm, and we will copy the entire claim file for you. Use our index of
claim holders to determine the claim office and claim number.

¢ Index to the Oregon Donation Land Claims
¢ Index to the Washington Donation Land Claims

GFO members: Digital copies are free. Request yours in MemberSpace.
Claims already digitized are available now to members in MemberSpace

Login to MemberSpace first, then select:
Oregon Donation Land Claims --- or --- Washington Donation Land Claims

Non-members: The cost is $10 for the first ten pages and 50¢ for each
additional page. You may request digital copies (the easiest to read), paper
copies, or a CD. If you would like paper copies and a CD, an additional $1 will
be added.

To determine the cost for your file, please submit a Donation Land Claim
Request Form with information about your order. After receiving an
estimate, you can use the Donation Land Claim Payment Form to make
payment.

https://gfo.org

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Oregon Donation Land Claim Index

GFO Members may view some files in MemberSpace. Log in first; Click DLC in the View column below to download.
Non-members may order a copy at GFO.org > Resources > All Indexes > Donation Land Claims

Surname Given (s) Office | Claim Roll View Fil
McCully John M & w ocC 3424 38
McCully |Samuel & w RB 1178 78
McCully William H ocC 819 10
McCully/McCulley Henry F oc 1986 23
McCumber Harvey & w RB 1139 78
McCune Joseph oc 2614 30
McCune Robert Y RB 1420 81
McDaniel Elisha & w oc 4055 a4
McDaniel Jacob ocC 1590 19
McDaniel John & w RB 2009 87
McDaniel Joshua & w ocC 2487 29
McDaniel Larkin RB 88 62
McDaniel Thomas & w RB 1477 82
McDaniel wm R o] 3221 36
McDonal(d) Nathaniel G & w 0ocC 3685 a1
McDonald David ocC 2235 26
McDonald James RB 1935 87
McDonald Jane widow oc 2206 26
McDonald John N oc 2391 28
McDonald Miles oc 1755 21
McDonald Wm L RB 1135 78
McDonough Francis A oc 2719 31
McDonough James RB 2 61
McDowel David & w ocC 2815 32
McDowell Ardin C & w RB 830 73
McDowell James & w oc 5126 56
McDowell John & w oc 4540 49
McEwan |George B oc 3631 40
McEwan Robert S & w ocC 3833 42
McFadden William oc 1486 18
McFarland Ephraim oc 3914 a3
McFarland James & w oc 5206 56
McFarland James H RB 345 66 DLC  |DLC-345 McFarland.pdf
McFarland John ) & w oc 4342 a7
McFarland John W RB 685 71
McFarland Leonidas & w oc 4846 53
McFarland Reuben A & w ocC 4817 52
McFarland Walter H oc 4357 a7
McFarley Silas & w oc 5050 55
McGary |Garrett W o] 3382 38
McGee Abraham E RB 178 63
McGhee Jesse A oc 5120 56
McGhee John W & heirs of Cordelia D McGhee ocC 315 5
McGhee Walter W ocC 4712 51
McGill James oc 3284 37
McGillchrest William M o] 4386 438
McGinness James ocC 318 S
McGinnis Isaac ocC 1759 21
McGohon Polly T widow 0cC 4126 a5
McGohon William W oc 4125 as
McGregor Nancy O o] 1671 20

Oregon Donation Land Claim Index

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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f FamilySearch  Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

Genealogical material in Oregon donation land claims, Vol. 2

Genealogical Malerial
logi ul ateri TITLE NO 258861 02
| Oregon Donation Land Claims ;
Volume Il | CREATOR Gurley, Lottie LeGett

Genealogical Forum of Portland, Oregon

LANGUAGE

English

eng

en
e Oregon - Land and property
PAGE COUNT

210

OWNING INSTITUTION

VIEW INSIDE PUBLISHER DIGITAL

ACCESS LEVEL

Family History Library; http://www.familysearch.org/

FamilySearch International

Public

www.familysearch.org
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No. 2728 CLERY (CLARY, CLAREY, CAREY) (X),
Peter, Marion Co; b 1827/8, Ireland; Arr. Ore. 31 Dec
Dec. intention of becoming
cit. 28 May 1851 U. S. Dist. Court, Marion Co, Ore. T.,
Cit. awarded 22 Sept 1856 same
Neighbors were Hugh Cosgrove & Dr. James moas,
Aff: Etienne Peltier, Michel (X) Laforte,

1849; SC 20 Apr/May 1851.

I. N. Gilbert, Clk.
court.
Shields.

Genealogical Material in Oregon Donation Land

Claims, Vol. 2, FamilySearch

No. 2720 McCAIN, James, Polk Co; b 1789, Hamilton Co
Oh; Arr. Ore. 20 Sept 1851; SC 12 Dec 1852; m Sarah Ann,
1823, Butler Co, Oh. Aff: Andrew Davidson, Daniel
Rowel, John L. (S) Martin, Jackson Eads.

No. 2721 ROWEL, Daniel, Polk Co; b 1827, Hampshire,
England; Arr. Ore. 28 Sept 1850; SC 6 July 1851; m
Pollina (Pallina) 6 Feb 1851, Polk Co, Ore T. Apr. 1852
Yamhili Co, Ore. T. applied for citizenship stating he
came to U, S. a minor under 18 yrs. Cit. aff: Henry Bird,
Joseph R. Young, Nathan Connor, John Miller. Cit. cert.
by Ahio 8, Watt, Clk. of Dist. Court, Yamhill Co.
Nelghbors were Isaac Ball, Paris and James McCain,

6 Feb 1864 James McCain, J. B. Lyron & Daniel Lyron
signed Oath of Allegiance as purchasers of ¢, Alf: Wm.
H. McKune (MA), Isaac Ball, Elias Buel, Henry W. Eads
L (J) W. Goodell, surveyor.

;Co; b
h Ann 6
David-
Lelders

y; Arr.
29, Ky.
nser,

% b 1826,
18515
T. 26

No. 2726 OLDS, Martin, Yamhill Co; b 1799, Berkshire
Co, Mass; Arr. Ore, 25 Sept 185]; SC 24 Nov 1852; m
Temperance 15 Nov 1823 Huron Co, Oh. 2 Feb 1864
James H. Olds signed Oath of Allegiance as purchaser of
c. Aff: James W. Cook (MA for 183)), Ell Perkins,
Felix G. Dorris, James Johnson, Adijah 8, (L) Hendrix.

No. 2727 CHAMNESS, Israel, Marion Co; b 1810, Chat-
ham Co, N.C.; SC 30 Oct 1847; m Catharine, Sept 1850,
Linn Co, Ore. T. Letter (rom Joseph Davis (not dated)

Daniel Murphy, Michacl (X) Coyle. 8. D. Snowden,
surveyor.

No. 2720 DE GOBIN (X), John Baptist Petit, Marion Co;
b 1808, Canada; SC 20 Jan 1845; m Margaret V. 23 Aug
1841, "at St. Paul on the Willamette”, Marion Co, Ore.
T. (The following m record taken from St. Paul Church
records by Rev. James L. Maxwell, Pastor, Mar. 1958 -
"This 23 of Aug i841 Jean Baptiste Bogin formerly of St.
Michel Grand Maska, Canada & now farmer of this place,
son of Antoine Gobin and Angelique Gaucher of Canada
contracted marriage with Marguerite¢ Vanier natural dau,
of the late Joseph Vanier & of Marguerite Laguivolse,
Witnesses: Jean Baptiste loupin, step-father of the bride
& Joseph Delard, friend of the groom." signed by F. N,
Blanchot, Pastor). Declared intentlon to become cit.

10 Sept 1851, U.S. Dist Court Marion Co, Ore. T., L. F.
Grover, Cik - cert. #24l. Cit. awarded 6 Nov 1854, Gec.
H. Willlams, Judge, E. J. Harding, Clk & James W.
Nesmith, Marshall. Aff: Robert Newell, John Gnigras
(MA).

No. 2730 WISNER (X), John T., Linn Co; b 1800,
Onondaga Co, N.Y.; Arr. Ore. 15 Oct 1852; SC 22 Nov
1852; m Betsey (Elizabeth) 28 June 1826, Wayne Co, N.Y.
Aff{: Dillon Hoskias, James (X) Wisner, Elias Forgey,
Washington Crabiree, J, P. Linn Co.

No, 2731 PATTEN, Willlam H., Linn Co; b 1812, Beaver
Co, Pa; Arr. Ore. Oct 1852; SC 11 July 1854; m Elizabett
Ann 19 Jan 1854, Ore. T. 3 Dec 1863 Jonathan Keeney
signed Oath of Alleglance as purchaser of ¢, 26 Feb 1864
Jonathan Keeney & Thomas M, Read wrote land office

as present owners of Wm. Patten & Watkins claims. Afi:
Daniel B, Putmas, Wm. H. Lutshaw, John R. Wilson; E.
F. Wyatt.

No. 2732 PROBSTEL (PROEBSTEL), Wendel (Wyndee),
Clackamas Co; b 1821, Prussia; Arr. Ore. | Sept 1852;
'SC 15 Nov 1852; m Jane 25/27 Dec 1847, New Orleans, La.
Cit. awarded 16 Feb 1852 Clay Co. Circuit Court stating
he has resided in U. 8. at least 5 yrs & state of Mo. 2 yrs.
next preceeding application. Boundary adj. with Joshua
Delay, dec. (by adm. H. H. Delay). Aff: Frederick
Procbstel; John I, §. (X) Sullivan, Henry H. (X) Muck,
Joshua Delay, Lewis Love.

No. 2733 CARSON (X), George W., Benton Co; b 1808,
IVa. /N. C.; Arr. Ore. 20 Sept 1853; SC | Dec 1854; m

[Nancy 1/10 Oct 1829, Hendricks Co, Ind. 24 Feb 1855 aff

{rom Elisha Wadsworth states .. knows tract of land
claimed by John Andrews & described tn his notification
#2477 & abt. last of Nov 1854 said Andrews gave up

on to Geo. W. Carson & abandoned ¢

to Surveyor General states. . "the wife of Israel Ch
(the one that crossed the plains with him) d on the c that
he has proven up & the heirs consider themselves en-
titled to her interest In said ¢". Cert. was glven to
Israel Chamness & wife Catharine., 20 Dec 1863 Willis
Dunagan signed Oath of Allegiance as purchaser of ¢, Alf
Calvin (X) Neal, Isaac Cook.

No. 2728 CLERY (CLARY, CLAREY, CAREY) (X),
Peter, Marion Co; b 1827/8, Ireland; Arr. Ore. 3l Dec
1849; SC 20 Apr/May 185l. Dec. intention of becoming
cit. 28 May 1851 U. 8. Dist. Court, Marion Co, Ore. T.,
[. N. Gilbert, Clk. Cit. awarded 22 Sept 1856 same

& moved ﬂ:e) thinks to the Umpqua Valley. " Aff: Benj.
Hyland, Isalah G. Murray, Shelden B. Fargo.

INo. 2734 MOORE (X), Amy, Lina Co; b 1812, N.C.; Arr.
Ore. 20 Oct 1847; SC 25 Aug 1853; m David Moore 28 Jan
1826, Campbell Co, Tenn. He d rebl83l. 5 Sept 1857
states she "has been a widow 24 yrs." 13 Feb 1864 Henry,
A. Davis signed Oath of Allegiance as present owner of
lc. AIf: John Moore, Thomas (X) Lawson, John Wilson,
John A. Wilson.

No. 2735 GENOIS, Bernard, Polk Co; b I5 Mar 1820, St

court. Neighbors were Hugh Cosgrove & Dr. James
Shields. Aff: Etienne Peltier, Michel (X) Laforte,

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Homesteading

Ancestors
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The Homestead Act

* Signed in 1862, this law allowed any American (or immigrant pursuing
the citizenship process) to purchase up to 160 acres of federal land.

* The law was not fully repealed until 1986, when it expired in Alaska. All
previous states had repealed the law by 1976.

* Buyer was required to live on the land for five years and perform
necessary upkeep and additions.

 Civil War Union veterans could use time served in military towards
the residency requirement.

* Settlers could also acquire the land title if they lived on the land for 6
months and paid the government $1.25 per acre.
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The Process

* Go to the local land office.
* Pay a small filing fee ($10)

* Live on the land and grow
crops for 5 years.

* After the 5-year term,
applicant files for the patent
(land title). Pay the last fee
(about $8).

« Ifapproved, patent was
awarded to applicant.
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o
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&

e R -—.--.._(

@he Anited States of America,

To all to whom these presents shall come, Ereeting:

Homestead Certificate No.

Applieation / ‘ {l”."' VeNS, tete fas leen dof /nl(/r(/ n the Gonoxal Land Offloe / the

United Htates, « CERTIFICATE of /e Begister of the Land Office ¢ £k Al Y A
: mﬁ;r@ & afffewts thal fuismant to the Clot of ‘,{;'I‘I/f/h.u

f/%il'/'l(/ 200 ‘,/Af% 73502, ««2To asccnie Somesleads lo aclual Tellloio on lhe /lfld"ﬂ

dnatin,” and the acls sfflementut Heselo the elatm g/ A Xr2¢ed « “}*:’c't'/lz cere

Au /:'rﬂ rJ/u/}r.}/ o and « 1161/' (muam”m/a/ en
£ S 7
,u/:)///f// /e /r/u/u //, ote i /t((//.c/ /Af I?//l // .//I(luf/f) cere el ”‘//"

/
-Z‘.’t (’ //b /t?/{A g(u-// //(u) //1« t/ / /c(-w //I* ﬂ/l -r//.r /lv f,(,,,//,,/

/11 /a ./ A ,/:r C(_/ u/ /}) oLt /}/1 St o~ /./.’ celiice /f /»(‘ P PR

t)(‘/’/(( f/i():/ /}//d ///(/z d?el ct2t el a//'.n'/// o et ed

Homestead Certificate 1, Daniel Freeman
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What's in the Land Entry Case File?

e Final Certificate

* Final Receiver's Receipt

* Testimony of Claimant

* Testimony of Witness

* Final Homestead Affidavit

* Application and accompanying affidavits

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Which States Did NOT Have
Homesteads?

* QOriginal 13 colonies

* Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Virginia

* Hawaii, Kentucky, Maine, Tennessee, Texas,
Vermont, and West Virginia

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Items From the Junciion Union,
B~ Emigration is beginning to pour
into Western Kansas. 'The benefits of
the Homestead Act are already being
felt in this portion of the State. Come
on. emigrants and home-seekers, this
| is the best country in the West.

The cattle and other stock in this
county are getting excessively fat.—
There is no better stock raising country
in the world than Kansas. In this
branch of indu-try 1s a mine of inex
haustible weaith. QOur farmers are be.
coming aware of this fact and are acting

accordingly.

The Topeka Tribune — 5 July 1862

(Newspapers.com)
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Life on the Prairie

* Fierce winds and fires
* Grasshopper infestation
* Severe droughts

* The lack of trees forced many of the early settlers to
create their houses out of sod.

* Settlers had to supply their own farming tools.

* It was common for settlers to give up their land claim or
declare bankruptcy.
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Sod house in Custer County, Nebraska (Library of
Congress)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Homestead Acts

 Southern Homestead Act of 1866

* Included and encouraged African Americans to obtain a
homestead

e Timber Culture Act of 1873

 Claimant required to plant trees
* No residency requirement

e Kinkaid Amendment (1904)
e 640 acres to new homesteaders in western Nebraska

* Enlarged Homestead Act (1909)
* Doubled acreage from 160 to 320 acres in marginal areas

* National Stock-Raising Homestead Act (1916)
* Granted 640 acres for ranching purposes

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Clues for Possible Homesteading

03

Review agriculture
schedules to identify if the

01 02

Check census records for Check census records for
birthplace of head of the occupation of the

family had 160 acres (full
portion) or 80 acres (half
portion).

family and children. You head of household. Look
may notice a move shortly for farmers that owned
after 1862 out west. property.

eEarly 20th century, you may see
a higher acreage (320-640 acres).
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1880 United States Federal Census for JohnVadra

Nebraska > Fillmore > Geneva > 327

| £ e =S 7 ol [BIe = :
= £ = = ] SueZT 8 %° i i !
"1 3 2 T E Name 8l ol B Relationship‘%'E-g i< Occupation ‘;"5 Sick 'E‘g";:) §'§ T £ £  Birthplace Birthplace Birthplace it
L IR - S 38 P 5 £3s3 £ S2ZL2E 8 § of Father  of Mother -,
- — el Py 13 Lz~ |/ Netke on Yarme / . A "
¥ — 2| Wawkz T / »
- 3 - o L% AL S i n
. — i F L | ‘4 h s =
63 wsws| Jad P vig) /| 5%y, J 7 2% =
5 = PnZ wsl %/ : 57 .
o g ok al 1/ m : &"l;'ﬂ—- "
A — INF = =
= 21 .20 2 7. Calarla 1. . .- I T ik 7 " 53] Tl A P el G| ‘%13’ -

1880 U.S. Census - Geneva, Fillmore County,

Nebraska (Ancestry.com)
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1880 Agriculture Schedule - Geneva, Fillmore

County, Nebraska (Ancestry.com)
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U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

m Match all terms exactly K‘r’ ; Provided in
\
S

Wt association with
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

—=* ¥ National Archives and
NATIONAL Records

ARCHIVES .. .
Day Month Year Location Administration
Blrth ( ounty. State. Couni
Any Event v v . .
Browse this collection
Keyword To browse this image set, select from
the options below.
e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v State
Choose... ¥
Range Land Office
) Final Certificate Year
Land Office
Township and Range
Section
) Related data collections
Township

U.S., Indexed County Land Ownership

Anca soan

www.ancestry.com
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John N Vodra

in the U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Name: John N Vodra
Final Certificate Date: 11 Oct 1878

Homestead Place: Nebraska, USA

Land Office: Nebraska City; Lincoln

Section: 22
ate information Township: 7 North
A Report Zoblem Range: 3 West

www.ancestry.com
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Immigrant Origins

* Immigrants were required to have already filed their
first papers (declaration of intention) in order to apply
for a homestead.

* Many land entry case files contain copies of the
naturalization papers that were filed by the applicant.

* Applications also list details about an ancestor's
birthplace.

* Pre-1906 naturalization records often list the name of
the country with no specifics on county or townland.
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U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Utah > SaltLake City > 1893 06 North, 03 West

"--- J A “ g il LN R JI.
 Certificate of Cltlze HShlp
A A Y
S B e

UNITED STATES OF HH."J(E)'” i g ‘.{7& .’.
TERRJTORY OF U1AH. ‘FM. 1:11: li- 1{L‘HIL‘HI|JL‘1‘L‘D Theat on the e, ]w:}

day of F TS /( “‘ 2 2 é‘f{”’ year of owr Lord One ]'”fmuwmr!' Eight Hundred and

.‘.}'m’f_e'i //( (».2/ < C ((‘-‘/4 (@t ‘“”‘""—‘ Adate of C A {(’,‘_( < (‘ﬂh

in the Kingdom of' //::' s / ‘C («_/eﬂ-’ PEPEREY, pre ~rnfn; é()‘f/‘t (MtAoé/ Jnthe Territory »
| u}br#.\'fifrf’.”;’f,”"'”“-"' in the FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT of the United States,in and for Uiah rvi
Territory, and applied to the said Cowrt to be admitted to become @ CITIZEN OF THE UNITED :“,‘
STATES OF AMERICA, ;mrwmnfmﬁw n’umhryx amncl J'H{HHHH"H s of the several Acts of Congress :Uﬁ
in relation thercto.  Andthe said LLl < F i e € /‘(///":J .(._._a.4¢/.‘?.1..a-_. Javing therewpon ‘E'ﬂ"
produced to the Cowrt such evidence, made swch declaration and renwunciation, and taken swel .1
O NE OE.'HH as are by “”“4 ,{ (}'_ra;.!r.'r.’; f(h;r'w-:,.*p.-t.':. it was ordered by the said Court that the swid %“3
M C ( C Ll A f/‘— L2 oo L, be admaitted, and he was accordingly admitted _'ﬂ
iy by the said Courttobe a (_.m::-u of the United Stales of America. ;ﬂj
IN TESTIM\,I{&"?E,{.AHEAOF the Seal of the said Cowrt (s hereunto ajjiyed ,,2
this gy I 4 41 1) o] 1 /,(-/- < € < (L) in the year One Thousand ‘,..‘1.
Eight Hundred and A” LT e angin the year of owr 1ﬂ:
Independence One Hnurhr‘r!’ rrm! LT o Bt e . {’;
By the Couwrt, //\ e Q i
")« }7(5 <l A Py, $EA
Deputy Clerk, ?ﬂi

iy vl v it iy k: . A
.k?hllh)j.ﬁ).h))l hlg.hjl t.’:hj:h:hl.m.h

Certificate of Citizenship of Michael McConlin, 1890

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors

U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Wyoming > Buffalo > 1892 , 57 North, 86 West

(4—089.)

HOMESTEAD AFFIDAVIT

Under Section 2204, Revised Statutes, for settlers who cannot appear at the District Land Office.
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now residing on the land I desire to enter, and tLut I have m'u:lf.. a bona fide improvement and settlement

e
thereon; that said settlement was commenced W‘“’ /€. ’/ﬁ? ) 1L A VeSSt S

that my improvements consist of - [ i@ .................. > 7&‘-*"? T Lot J,

ikt e et it e B VT e 1 e e e S S e —————— 4

benefit of any other person or persons whomsoever ; that

Affidavit of Martha Wallace (1889)
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Military Service

* Veterans who served in the Union during the Civil
War were eligible to apply for a homestead and use
their military service towards the 5-year residency
requirement.

* Soldier's Discharge records are included as proof
as service.

* Information includes regiment information, where
enlisted or drafted, occupation, birth date and
birthplace.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Soldier's Discharge Certificate, Land Entry
Case File of John Vodra (Ancestry.com)
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African American Homesteaders

* 6 Primary Homesteading Communities
» Nicodemus, Kansas
» DeWitty, Nebraska
» Sully County, North Dakota
» Empire, Wyoming
» Dearfield, Colorado
» Blackdom, New Mexico
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National Park Sewice National Park Service |

Staking their Claim: Black Homesteaders' Successful Quest for Land

(Click National Park Service title above to return to Black Homesteading in America site)

Nicodemus, KS Sully County, SD Blackdom, NM Dearfield, CO Empire, WY

R WD -
VA i )/ L\ “ i
N L B NN

Six Black Homesteader

) Communities in the

Great Plains
’ |

Dewitty, NE

‘A
;
)

e —— e e ——

https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-america.htm
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Railroad Workers
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Central Pacific Railroad

* Irish immigrants first started working for the
Central Pacific railroad.

* The initial work was not inspirational to
workers and wages were low. Many Irish
immigrants walked off the job.

* Chinese immigrant labor was primarily used
instead.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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&> OAC

Online Archive of California
Contributing Institutions

[Search over 55,000 collection guides m

What are Collection Guides? |

« https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/tf2h4n98jc/

Collection Guides Browse Map About OAC

> Home > California State Railroad Museum Library and Archives
Collection Guide

) ) View entire collection guide @
Collection Title:

Central Pacific Railway Records
E poF (114.42kb) (& HTML

Collection Number: MS 79 Search this collection

2 No online items | m

® Entire Collection Guide Online Items

Get Items:

=% Contact California State Railroad Museum Library and Archives

Collection Overview Table of contents @
Description The Central Pacific Railroad Records include documents generated by Central mll collection Ovarview
Pacific, a railroad chartered by the U.S. Congress in 1862 to build a railroad llection Detail
eastward from Sacramento, California, to complete the western part of the "First N _
Transcontinental Railroad” in North America in 1869. It includes records from its wgm—“ﬁsﬁ
: mmediat rce of Acquisition
incorporation in 1861 until 1959, when it was formally merged with the Southern Aangement
Pacific Railroad. Much of the material in these records documents the building of Corporate History
the Transcontinental Railroad. It includes accounting records and vouchers for Other Finding Aids
the purchase of building material and supplies, payrolls of work gangs who built Related Collections
the Transcontinental Railroad, and equipment records for locomotives, passenger Freferred Citation
and freight cars that ran on the railroad. This is not a complete record of the Stone and Conegnts
; 2 4 = Conditions Governing Use
company, but provides a good overview of the company in the nineteenth century.
Collection Contents
Background Incorporated in 1861 as the Central Pacific Rail Road, Central Pacific was a class Series 1: Financial Records
1 railroad operating in Northern California, Nevada and Utah. On July 1, 1862, Cash receipts
President Lincoln signed the Pacific Railway Act, which provided funding and land Cash receipts, Operating Department
grants to Central Pacific for the construction of the Western part of the Series 2: Engineering Department Records
Transcontinental Railroad. After breaking ground on January 8, 1963 in Subseries 1: Invoices and Vouchers
Sacramento, California, Central Pacific constructed the railroad over the Sierra Subseries 2: Payroll
Nevada mountain range and met the Union Pacific Railroad at Promontory, Utah Subseries 3: Inventory
in 1869, completing the first Transcontinental Railroad Series 3: Land Department Records
Series 4: Personnel Records
Extent 388.5 Linear Feet 377 Boxes + 19 volumes 2ileE 2L AL BEENNS

Series 6: Miscellaneous Documents, Forms, and

https://oac.cdlib.org
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< ancestry Home Trees Search DNA Help Extrasd Upgrade O‘ =

Search > Schools, Directories & Church Histories

California, U.S., Railroad Employment Records,
1862-1950

m Match all terms exactly Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name the options below.
Record Group
Day Month Year Choose... v
Any Event v v Description
Keyword

Year Range

e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v

Rallvoad Description Month or Surname Range

Day Month Year E
Employment Related data collections
Start Date v v

California Birth Index, 1905-1995
@ o eanrh This database is an index to over 24.5
million births occurring in California

between 1905 and 1995. Information

www.ancestry.com
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Pay Roll, Central Pacific Railroad Company,
Feb. 1863 (Ancestry.com)
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Union Pacific Railroad

* Employees included
* Irish immigrants
* Former veteran soldiers (Confederate and Union)
* Convicts from eastern prisons

* Mormons living near the railroad route in Utah
territory

* Work involved digging, grading, and laying track for
long hours.

* Workers were paid three dollars a day. They were
provided with food and lodging.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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é O A ‘ ISearch over 55,000 collection guides m

Online Archive of California

Contributing Institutions Collection Guides Browse Map About OAC What are Collection Guides? ’

> Home > California State Railroad Museum Library and Archives

Collection Guide = https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8639q9j/
= = : : View entire collection guide @
Collection Title: Union Pacific Railroad collection 9
B porF (5378 kb) [$1 HTML
Collection Number: MS 54 Search this collection
Get ltems: 9 No online items | m

N ® Entire Collection Guide Online Items
=% Contact California State Railroad Museum Library and Archives

Collection Details Table of contents @

» Descriptive Summary

Collection Overview

* Access Collection Details

= Publication Rights o
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Preferred Citation Aecose

* Acquisition Information Publication Rights

LApy/ ACITITISHAVE FNSIOTY Preferred Citation

* Scope and Content of Collection Acquisition Information
. Indexing Terms Biography/Administrative Hislgry
« Additional collection guides Scope and Content of Collection
Indexing Terms
2 Additional collection guides
Descriptive Summary

Title: Union Pacific Railroad collection
Dates: 1874-1996

Collection Number: MS 54
Creator/Collector:

Extent: 6 boxes

Repository: California State Railroad Museum Library and Archives
Sacramento, California 95814

Abstract: Miscellaneous Union Pacific Railroad records.

https://oac.cdlib.org
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-g-},j]ancestry Home Trees Search DNA Help Extras/l

Search > Schools, Directories & Church Histories

Utah, U.S., Select Union Pacific Railroad
Personnel Records, 1890-1965

@ Match all terms exactly Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name T PET
Collection
i - . i
Day Month Year Location Form 4385 (1890-1930),A- 7
Birth Form 4385 (1930s), A- G
i

v v City, County, State, Coun Form 4385 (1930s), H - O
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Union Station Ledger
Keyword
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Marital Status Related data collections
v
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Day Month Year Utah)
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was located in Ogden, Utah.

www.ancestry.com
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Utah, U.S., Select Union Pacific Railroad Personnel Records, 1890-1965

Union Station Ledger
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Union Station Ledger, James Henry McBride (1888)
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Manuscript
Collections at

American Ancestors
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Charles Newton Kimball Papers
(Mss 184)

* Researched the Lunney family from County
Fermanagh that went to Leadville, Colorado
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Louise Redfern Pells Papers (Mss 436)

* Researched the death of Bernard McDonald and
came across the coroner’s inquest file into his

death.

 Bernard was a miner in Butte, Montana who died
on the job.
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Coroner’s Verdict, Death of Bernard
McDonald, Mss 436
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ress » Digital Collections » California as | Saw It: First-Person Narratives of California’s Early Years, 1849 to 1900 » About this Collection @ Share

COLLECTION
California as I Saw It: First-Person Narratives of California's Early Years, 1849 to 1900

About this Collection  Collection Items  Articles and Essays

& Featured Content

THE ROUND TRIP A START IN LIFE.

A Jourssy Asrces Amarica
FRUIT FARMING IN CALIFORNIA,

FROM THE HUB

THE GOLDEN GATE

( C. F. DOWSETT, >

At o~ Bbiag Wessts sa ok Hestury

A *4 s e e s Ve e -, -

The Round Trip from the A Start in Life; a Journey The Condition of Affairs in California Gold: An California: A Pleasure Trip
Hub to the Golden Gate across America; Fruit Indian Territory and Authentic History of the from Gotham to the Golden
Farmingin ... California. A ... First Find, with ... Gate, ...
® O

https://www.loc.gov/collections/california-first-person-narratives/about-this-collection/
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alkali; and some ars so situated as to be * notoriously

unhealthy,” and produce chills, fevers, and general
malaria, and, in one case, I have heard of an
embarrassed title: therefore, I say that intending
settlers should remember there is a California and
o California—that it is not all gold which glitters,
and that they should, personally and intelligently,
investigate for themselves, on the spot, the state-
ments made by those who, at a distance, offer
the lands for sale.

CAPITAL REQUIRED.

It is recommended that settlers intending to
establish Fruit farms, should have a capital of from
£600 upwards ; but those who have a smaller
capital—say, £300, or even £100—may, in other
ways, find some opening for employing it, if accom-
panied with intelligent, industrious, persevering work.

Excerpt from A start in life; a journey across America; fruit

farming in California, Library of Congress

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

83



American Ancestors Comes to Calfiornia: Tracing Your Westward-Bound Ancestors
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Sea]_‘Ch Events MembEIShip Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives

1 st
W G Aottt hdrod, s

Go to Search S TRy
What content sources can |

search?

A to Z list of all databases

External databases

) Search 1.4 Billion Names New! Search Content by Topic
Library Catalog

Digital Library & Archive

Jewish Heritage Center

www.americanancestors.org
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1 A National Center for Family = ~
American Ancestors, : : ) {0 Bosistors (%) About Us
by New ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY Hlstory, Hen tﬂge & CU“UJ’@ =
SeaICh Events Membe]_’Ship Give Publications  ExpertHelp Tools Signature Projects  Centers & Initiatives
Home Database Search - Advanced Search External Databases Fromm Home

External Databases From Home

World United States UK and Ireland Canada

In addition to the hundreds of databases available on AmericanAncestors.org, there are databases published by other organizations which American
Ancestors/NEHGS subscribes to and makes available for its Research and Contributing members to access from home. These databases can be accessed
by clicking on the links below and logging in with your AmericanAncestors username and password.

Please note that these databases are third-party-operated sites, and American Ancestors is not responsible for the functionality, accuracy, quality, or
timeliness of any content contained on the third-party sites accessed from this page. Users are responsible for adhering to any and all Terms and
Conditions and Copyrights of the database owners.

Looking for digital collections of manuscripts and books from our research center? Find our digital collections here.

www.americanancestors.org
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£ American Ancestors. A BationmhCeigtfor Famili O G e

by New ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY Hlsroryi He”fﬂ'ge & CU Ir“re

Search Events MemberShip Give Publications  Expert Help  Tools Signature Projects  Centers & Initiatives

World
€3 i

Academic OneFile Select

Gale's premier periodical resource, Gale Academic OneFile, provides millions of articles from over 17,000 scholarly journals and other authoritative sources
—including thousands of podcasts and transcripts fromm NPR and CNN as well as videos from BBC Worldwide Learning.

AM Explorer

Access millions of pages of primary source collections across the entire portfolio of Adam Matthew Digital, spanning content from the 15th-21st centuries.
Explore 20 unique collections including, Colonial America, American Indian Histories and Cultures, Central Asia, Persia, and Afghanistan, 1834-1922, and
African American Communities.

www.americanancestors.org
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Primary sources for teaching and rescarch

Avexplorer | AV Adam Matthew

About Collections

g i -l e N R

Access millions of pages of primary source collections
across the entire portfolio of Adam Matthew Digital,
spanning content from the 15th-21st centuries.

Search primary sources...
h n B BT - ‘.‘\- ]
R - I 52 ;

& AT * P

_— A

3, N

Privacy Policy ContactUs TermsofUse © Adam Matthew Digital 2022

www-am-explorer.com
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= pravaeal £

T g . O iy MY ARCHIVE - LOGIN - REGISTER
American We!

e :
= Introduction Documents Maps Visual Resources Further Resources Help Advanced Search = Popular Searches @ ©

e |

b <Y - L
ollection at the Newberry Library, Chicago GO

4 " -

Mapping the Old West

Discover more about key historical events through original
cartography and new, interactive data maps

.

¥ Quick links I o

Welcome to American West

From early topographical sketches and pioneers’ accounts, to photographs of Buffalo Nature and Scope
Bill and his ‘Wild West’ stars, explore the fact and the fiction of westward expansion Thematic Areas
in America from the early eighteenth to the mid-twentieth century. Browse a wide Essays

range of rare and original documents including printed books, journals, historic maps,

broadsides, periodicals, advertisements, photographs, artwork and more. Visual Golleries

Maps

Cross-search with American Indian Histories and Cultures
‘ Not sure where to start?

Let us guide you through the American West collection.

» Register for My Archive

® Adam Matthew Digital 2022

n THE.‘NE\{VBERRY‘ ~ M égimmu-Ma;‘tatelr}ng

https://www.am-explorer.com/Collections
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MY ARCHIVE - LOGIN - REGISTER

CETm -

Introduction Documents Maps Visual Resources Further Resources Help Advanced Search  Popular Searches @ ©

Visual Galleries

Designed to help you navigate the wealth of visual material within the Everett D. Graff Collection
of Western Americana, this gallery divides the images thematically. Click on a gallery below to
view images related to that theme as well as their metadata. Browse the images in each gallery
and use the filter options or search box to help you find exactly what you are looking for. Select
from the ‘Image Options’ dropdown to view selected images in a slideshow or create your own
bespoke slideshow by sending any image to your Lightbox — perfect for presentations and
lectures

0

Agricultural X 1 \ y Homesteaders,
Development, -3 - ’ Cattle Ranchers, Overland Travel
Landscape and 3 Grazing and and Early
Environment Borderlands Trails Settlements

M UUIUD MW LUK Dauu i
HISTORY oF

VIGILANTES

\\ TERRITORY!

Mining and the o . | Outlaws, Vigilantes Hunters and
Gold Rush and the Law Explorers The Imagined West

S P~ Railroads,

T Transportation and -

Mormmons and Urban Military
Missionaries History Encounters

https://www.am-explorer.com/Collections
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MY ARCHIVE - LOGIN - REGISTER

American West: tion a the Newberry Library, Chicago co

=== |[ntroduction Documents Maps Visual Resources Further Resources Help Advanced Search = Popular Searches © ©

Visual Galleries - Pioneers, Hunters and Explorers | Search Visual Galleries | [[E2)
Refined by: (none) Page: 1 of 1
Choose a Theme Filter by: Image Type Region €3 Clear Filter Display Options Image Options

-y

(J The Black Hills of the O "Buffalo" (J Colonel Richard Irving (J Daniel Boone in early
Cheyenne Dodge manhood

AR

I;’\
ey

(O "Encampment in the (J Exploration du (J The extermination of (J Front cover of (J Front cover of 'Hand-
valley of the territoire de L'Orégon, the American bison ‘Experiences of a book and traveller'...

https://www.am-explorer.com
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Review

1. Research the locations where your
ancestors lived as well as their
occupations to understand what
types of records survived.

2. There are multiple repositories
and record sets that need to be
consulted to research your pioneers.
Not everything is online!
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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