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Other Records

* Wills & Testaments ¢ Military Records
* Land Records * Occupational Records

* Court Records
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Wills & Testaments

Wills & Testaments

* Not as useful to family historians as in other
countries

* Often do not list names of relatives

* Up until 1868 only moveable property (things
other than real estate) could be included in
testaments
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Laws of Inheritance

* Eldest son inherited everything heritable (land,
buildings, other immoveable property)

* Law of primogeniture (eldest son inherits) in
effect from 1868 to 1964

All other children received equal share of
moveables (money, animals, tools, furniture)

Moveable Property

* Anything you can pick up and move

* In testaments known as ‘goods, gear, sums of
money and debts”

* Moveable property divided in three parts:

— Jus relictae — the widow’s third

— Legitim — the bairns (children other than oldest)
split equally

— Deids part (part disposed of by deceased according
to his or her wishes)

Execution of Testament

» Widow’s and bairns’ part were automatically
handled

* Executor only had to give up the deids pat for
confirmation to the Commissary Court

* If no deids part in the testament, it was taken up
by next of kin by confirmation

* If no widow or kids, next nearest kin
(brothers/sisters) distributed equally
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Important Terms

o Testament Testamentar — deceased left a will

* Testament Dative — deceased did not leave a will
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Testament: James Johnston, 1816
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Land Records

Until 2004 Scotland had a feudal system

All land belonged to the Crown

Ownership passed to immediate “vassal”

Originally military duty for land granted

* Became payment of tiends (tithes) of produce or
money

* Heirs did not automatically inherit land

Land Terms

* Heritable immoveable property: The land under
the ownership of a vassal

* Retours of services of heirs: Return of the jury who
decides the rightful heir; goes to the Royal
Chancery

* Clare Constat: “Clearly shows”; system used by
subject superiors for their own vassals to inherit

Retours of Services of Heirs

* Recorded in the records of the Chancery
(NRS C22 and C28)

* Index by Thomas Thomson in 3 volumes:
— Vol A: Special Inquisitions, Aberdeen-Kircudbright
(1544-1699)
— Vol B: Special Inquisitions, Lanark-Wigton (1544-1699)
— Vol C: Decennial Indexes to Services of Heirs, 1700-
1859; Inquisitiones Valorum; Inqutisiones de
Possessione Quinquennali, 1544-1699; General Table
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Registers of Retours and Services of Heirs

NRS Reference Description Dates
cazar Registers of Retours and Papers 15301912
c2830 Service of Heirs from 1847

Indexes

Services of Heirs before 1700 (NRS reference C22)
Inquisitionum Retomatarum Abbreviatia, 1425-1700", Published in 3 volumes.
Index of persons and places arranged by county in volume 3. Printed

These have been published on CD-ROM by the Scottish Genealegical Society

Services of Heirs after 1700 (NRS reference C22 and C28)
Each-volume contains two indexes: one by the name of the heir, the other by name of the

ancestor
Indexes to Services of Heirs from 1700

Series. Volume number Date Format
1st 1 17001749 Printed
st 2 17501799 Printed
18t 3 18001829 Printed
st 4 1830 -1859 Printed
2nd 1 18601859 Printed
nd 5 1am w0 Biintad

nrscotland.gov.uk/research/research-guides/resea uides-a-z/chancery-records
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Land Records

* Also found in Sasine Registers

* Sasine: relates to seize — a landholder was seized of

the land (aka physical holding of the land)
* Before 1617 handled by notaries

*» After 1617 became the Register of Sasines

* Includes changes in ownership and secured debts
up until 1981

Registers of Sasine

* Before 1781 are incomplete

o After 1781:

— Indexes are good
— Printed abridgements arranged by county

* Similar to deeds in America - recorded within a
few days of being drawn up

* Exception: Sole heir already residing on premises

] Scottish Indexes

Home  Advanced Search RecordSets  SewchMelp MesewchServices  Leaminglone  Bookshop  Aboutls  Blog

Register of Sasines Index - Search Result e

Indexing Source Particular Register of Sasines Minute Book (Roxburgh, Selkirk and Peebles)

Type Sasine
Jarmes Burn tenant of of £ & furth of the Lands of
Templehall or Templelands of Morebattle and teinds thereof, Parish of Morebattle,

Minute Text Raxburghshire, and of the said Lands.and teinds in security thereof, and of the principal sum of
£400 sterling penalty etc, on a heritable bond and disposition by James Hope mason in
Morebattle dated 8 February 1780.

County/Counties Roxburghshire

Date of Recording 28 February 1780
NRS Minute Book Reference. RS82/8 fo. 21
Date of Deed 8 February 1780

NRS Volume Reference RS57/24

Share this Entry:

200600

scottishindexes.com/sasinesearch.aspx
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Abbreviations & Latin

help found in Durie’s
Scottish Genealogy
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QUESTIONS?

Court Records

Legal History

* Scottish law differs from laws of England and
Wales even after the union of 1707

* Scotland, England, and Wales make up Great
Britain

* United Kingdom is the above three plus Northern
Ireland (all of Ireland prior to 1922)
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Statute Law

* Comes from bodies with *
legislative powers:
— Royal proclamations .
— Acts of Parliament

— European Community .
Treaties

Scottish Legal System

Common Law

Comes from judgments in
the courts

Based on Scots legal
tradition

Relies on precedent

Comes from:
— Roman law
— Canon law

5/21/2024

* Court records include:
— Criminal cases
— Civil cases
— Wills

Why court records?

* Valuable to family historians

Criminal Courts
* High Court of Justiciary ¢

* Sheriff Court

 District Court

Order of Authority

Civil Courts

Supreme Court
(previously House of
Lords in London)

Court of Session

Sheriff Court

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Research Guides A-  Court of Session Records

z The Court of Session is Scotland's supreme civil court and National Records of Scotland (NRS)

Adoption Recards holds records of the court from the 16th century onwards.

Binh, Death and Marriage Piease note that although Court of Session record groups are normally reely open to public

fecords ‘access, those dating after 1915 are cumrently (October 2017) subject to a temporary re-clasure

Buidings pendinga our staff for more
information.

Bugh Records

P 1f you are visiting us to research Court of Sessions (CS) records, you may wish to print out our
ouides, with them, and refer isit. Start with this first

Cathalic Parish Registers guide, which acts as an introduction for inexperienced searchers

Contie Raconds The other guides deal with different types of Court of Session records:

nceny fecords

Unextrasted Processes (UPs) after 1660
neh Records Extracted Processes (EPs) after 1660
Coal Mining Recards Other Court of Session series

Sequestrations
Coats.of Arms.

Commissary Court Records. Catalogues and finding aids

Gompany Registration When searching for processes. you will normally have to look up:
Becords

* Our online electronic catalogue

Gourtand Legalsecords .
« Cardindexes

o ol oo o « Indexes in volumes

c1ed Processes . ap (UPs) and ; €Pe)

between simply stated

nrscotland.gov.uk/research/research-guides/research-guides-a-z/court-of-session-records

Scottish Indexes

Home Advanced Search Record Sets  SearchHelp  Research Services  Leaming Zone  Bockshop  About s Blog

Record Sets

s wel as the global search it can be useful to search our historical ] =
record sets individually to find those elusive ancestors! CROWDFUNDING

We have indexed historical records which will help you solve family 3. GENEALOGY

history mysteries. and bulld the bare bones of your Scottish family tree.

Each record set has ing Learning Zone
find useful tips and how to guides to help you trace your ancestors and
find out more about each record set.

Record Sets

To find out exactly what you are searching, see the coverage pages.
Discover more ahout each record set and why they will help you trace your Scottish family tree here in our Learning Zone.

Mental Health Records

Seotland's Criminal Database

Scottish Paternity Index
Poor Relief Records Index
Deeds Index

Register of Sasines

scottishindexes.com/recordsets.aspx

Scottish Indexes

dsets  Search belp Leaming Zone  Boskshop  AboutUs  Blog

Search Results

High Court - Crown Office Precognitions
Name and Designaticn i i Mo rpiace B ver
\'?é”.f;‘“’ James Bell) Carruthers alias Bell, miller, Belfast, Antrim, 39 o 00 PP -l Record

James Anderson, labourer, Watson Street Model Boarding House,
el 2 Dumfries PR ruil Record
James Bell Carruthers, miller, Garscube Road, Glasgow, Lanarkshire 33 Dumiriesshire Accused 1857

James Berry, slater, Inverkip, Renfrewshire 37 Dumfries Accused 1867

James Brown, packman (brought up in Irvine), Bridgegate, Glasgow, e —

Lanarkshire

James Convery, old clothes dealer, New Wynd, Glasgow, Lanarishire 34 Dumfries Acosed 1854

James Devlin, married, gardener, Cumberland Street Lane, EINbOgh, 57 gy iesshire -,

‘Midlothian

James Douglas, labourer, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire 24 Towald Acased 1844

James Hunter, collier (in the employment of Campbel Snodgrass,

coalmaster, Thomhill), Johnstone, Abbey, Renfrewshire Thombll Acamed 102

James King, chimney sweep, No fixed abode Annan, Dumfriesshire Accsed 1831

James Nartin, dyer (son of William Martin, cowfeeder), Sciemes, :

g oy 21 Dumiries Acased 1832

James Scott, journeyman blacksmith, Todhill, Dumfriesshire 24 Canonbie, Dumfriesshire  Accused 1832

James Smith alias Morrison, No fixed abode 2 Dumiries Accused 1885

Criminal Database Search

11
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Criminal Database Search

High Court of Justiciary Trial Papers

Narme and Besigaaton Jrogrrea— Rle e
James (or James Bell) Carruthers. 39 Dumfries Accused 1863
James Anderson 32 Dumfries Accused 1900
James Bell Carruthers 33 Dumfriesshire Accused 1857
James Berry 37 Dumfries. Accused 1867
James Convery 34 Dumfries Accused 1854
James Devlin, married 27 Dumfriesshire Accused 1856
James Dauglas, tabourer, Dumfrics, Dumfriesshire 24 Tinwald Accused 1844
Tames Fing Annan, Dumfricsshire  Accused 1831
James Scott. 24  Cancnbie, Dumfriesshire  Accused 1832
James Smith allas Morrison 2 Dumfries Accused 1885
James Smith, Joiner, Stoop, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire 41 Dumfries Accused 1844
John Tait alias James Robert Burnside 27 Dumfries Accused 1850
John Wilson altas Patrick McCabe altas James Ferguson 21 Dumfries Aecused 1863
Gliver Lockhart alias James Stewart 29 Dumfriesshire Accused 1833
Sheriff Court Criminal Records

No results found

Prison Register Index

Nama, Occupation and Residence: Aee Brplace prison Yoar
James Adair, Hostier, Dumiries 15 Dumfries et o 177

5/21/2024

Title Trial papers relating to James Smith, James Douglas
Name James Douglas

Rale Accused

Designation labourer, Dumiries, Dumiriesshire

24

Age
Approx Birth Year

29 April 1844
Dumfries
Guilty

Imprisonment - 18 months
NRS Reference JC26/1844/146

Related Documents

High Court of Justiciary Trial Papers - Search Result e

1820
Theft by housebreaking, habit and repute, and previous conviction

Guilty i terms of awn confession - theft by housebreaking, and previous conviction.

AD181441T
List of Accused
Hame and Desigration Age Birthplace erime
. Theft by houssbresking, habit and Person
e e st s S Se——
Theft by heusebresking, habitand Person
T T e
Criminal Database Search
Prison Register Index
. Occupation rd hesconce JRp— brscn Year
James Johnston, Titor, Lochmaben & Kikmahoe Dumiries 1848
James Johnston, Farm Servant, Kells 2 Dumiries Wrkcudoright 1851
James Johnston, Hawker, Dumfries 25 Dumiries Wigtown 1852
James Johnston, Mason, Dryfesdale 3 Dryfesdale Dumiries 1853
James Johnston, Ploughman, Lockerbie 0 Dunscore Dumfries 1857
James Johnston, Graindester, Mazwelltown 47 Lochmaben Mirkcudoright 1859
James Johnston, Hawker, Dumdries 34 bumiries Jedburgh 1861
James Johnston, Stockingmaker, Kelso 3 Dumiries Kelso 1861
James Johnston, Grocer, Maxwelltown 51 Lochmaben Mavelliown 1861
James Johnston Sen, Labourer, Mofat 55 moffat Lanark 1870
James Johnston Junv., Laboures, Maffet 0 Maifat Lanark: 1870
Dumfries
James Johnston, Carter, Dumfries 4 Dunscore il SN
Dumiries
James Johnston or Harrow, Masan, Sanquhar B Thomhil e owy 1978
Dumiies
James Johnston or Farrow, Mason, Sanquhar B Thomwil w1879
Dumiries
James Johnston, Labourer, Dumiies © Dunscore o
James Johnston, Masan, Dumfries 2 Thormill oy 1382
Dumiries
James Johnston, Labourer, Dumiies 50 Dumscore oy 1883
James Johnstan, At school, Dumiries 9 Dumfries Vecliorny 1883
James Johnston, Labourer, No fixed ¥ Dumiries w1904

Criminal Database Search

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Prison registers - Search results

For helpwith your results, please consult our

 namas) recorded In the register

Starts, Frison: PERTH PRISON

3 Results Showing 1-3 of 3 (1 page)

5/21/2024

REGISTER OF CRIMINAL PRISONERS AND

te

OF THEIR BELIGIOUS PERSUASIONS,

Scotl sPeople Parish Register

Q
2 7/

There are also

specialty courts

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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* Heraldic and
genealogical matters

¢ Criminal and civil
enforcement of use of
arms

* Right to use certain
names and titles

Court of the Lord Lyo

-

5/21/2024

e Acted as a church court

* Responsible for:
— Poor relief
— Education

¢ Records
— Minute books

* Lists of members

Kirk Sessions

— Accounts and financial records
— Deacons’ Court (Free Church)

%
% ScotlandsPeople

Sea Heip and guidance

Records for Dumfries

Recar

irtual Volumes

Kirk session records

ScotlandsPeople Kirk Sessions

Place search

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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)//W/P/ -

CH2/537/1, Dumiries kirk session, Minutes (1808-1820)

ScotlandsPeople Kirk Sessions
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ies kirk session. Mi 1808-1820). HOO
Records of Scotland Copyright restricted For enduiries regarding the re-use of this image cor
National Recards of Scotland
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right kirk session

);:,, ,;/*

'f:m -’//‘*

- /// e (i S
Gorrre et A W/m.,, e i

‘ [-]dt/fL ot g fopn

Gorrey f;‘*

Sivrimg .. ey ./>Zq,/r /.///ﬁm;,/;/ v

|t Vé{‘/yz.é,, socirnll)
| A

. ,/% Yo il 0 o B

| i ,/.///n :,.1,4/ /Z.,,zé,/.;/,r i K

////

brving aoi
/

| | s M//«»;’/m‘)ﬂ.—/ (ot

Baptism - 1804

I f,,/MJ,. s T i o f’ Al K

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

15



Class 4: Researching Scottish Ancestors

Places9 Abour Places Records Transcribe Contact

081/10/33/113 | £l] ]

loied f i lpatis o Hling st M 1. T
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk

Virtual Volumes

Kirkpatrick-Fleming kirk session, Minutes (1783-1825), CH2/232/1
Image nurmier
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Kirkpatrick-Fleming Kirk Sessions
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Adoption

Not handled legally until passage of the Adoption
of Children (Scotland) Act 1930

Arranged through Sheriff Courts (1930+)

Private adoptions (pre-1930) were arranged by:
— Barnardos
— Quarriers

Informal adoptions may be noted in birth records
and census records

Who we are

Barnardos

What we do Getinvolved ‘Work with us News and blog

Support children and families

¥ arriving from Ukraine

> i ' - Barnardo’s Ukrainian support helpline

barnardos.org.uk

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Our history

We've kept our promise to protect children and young people for over 150 yea

Beginnings - the Ragged School

mardo was bornin Dubiin, keland, in
s 2 youngman he moved to London to train as &
socked to find chidren

swept through the East E
peopie dead and max
Barnardo feft an s

No child should be turned away

hame for boy:
s, the hame trained the
shoemaking, and

[Fr T

w

- A D

Reach your full potential by"Working at
Quarriers.

[

=%

y , Our ha‘slnry!l

=
tish charity that gres
t Supports thousands of people to
potential. its fascinating hi ans 150 years, and it all
began with William Quarrier.

Early life

Wakam s wes b i Croas Shos St ok 1520 A s e o, s ey oved
o

PP

Inspiration

One night in 1864, Wiliam met & boy who ws crying. He had beon selling malches and 5ome older boys had
tolon term and hcw he would have i money Wilkam oG thal now ha he s o longe pooe b e
o help and esiablished a Shoeblack Brigade for children Iving on the streels. The boys went out cleaning
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QUESTIONS?

Military Records

Military Records

* Before 1707:

— Scotland had its own military

— They were called up as needed and dismissed after

* In1707:

— Governments of England and Scotland combined

— Military of England and Scotland combined

* 1707 forward:
— Records housed at PRO in England

19
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Series 3> Prisoners of the '45

Vol. 13 - Volume 1

o

«

digital.nls.uk/scottish-history-society-publications/browse/archive/125885851

Ancestral Trails

* By Mark Herber asocumoummiTi SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS ®)

« 2nd Edition ANCEST RAP

* Offers detailed chapter
on military records

R

SECONDEDITION

FULLY UPDATED AND REVISED

Military for Life

* Military service was an
occupation for life

« Officers came from
upper class

S ; Soldiers from working
N o class

o  Substitutes could be
E purchased

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Tip
Vital records may be
found in military

papers

5/21/2024

.

e Officnr s any lgiimsta Chiren, ity

R
Great Britain: War Office Register

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Occupational Records

Burghs and Burgesses

* To work in a burgh, you had to join a guild of the
Incorporated Trades

* To join the guild, had to have Burgess Ticket as a
freeman of the burgh

* The Burgess Rolls can be traced back for centuries

* Burgess system continued until 1975

* Rolls listed admitted burgesses who could vote

ROBEL

EDINBURGH BURGESSES

GUILD-BRETHREN,

1761—1841

EDITED BY

CHARLES B. BOOG WATSON, F.S. Ant. Scot,, F.R.S.E
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1761

Abercrombie (Abereromb,

Roll of Edinburgh

1841

Burgesses,

Aberneth

Burgess Roll

5/21/2024

LIST

FREEHOLDERS

STANDING ON THE OLD ROLL,
axp or
THE ELECTORS

ADMITTED UNDER THE ACT, 2 & 3, WILL. IV,
Chap. 5.

Taki from the Cortified List made up by the Shesiflcieck
wrn
APPENDIX,

Contataing s
ABSTRACT OF THE CLAUSES OF THE ACT

BELATIVE TO THE ANRANGEMENTS YOR ANB MODK
or xLECTIO)

, AND OF FOLLING,
e e, B

Burgess Roll

LIS
o
FREEHOLDERS
orTmz

COUNTY OF ABERDEEN,

Asprnsox, Major John, of Candscraig, .
Uday, Fyne, Tarsiff
, Maj.-Geo. Hon. Hugh, of Hat-
ton, ¥, Old
Arbuthuct, Capt. Hoa. William, of Towis, r.
Turriff, Auchterless,
Anderson, John, liferenter of Saithley, ».
Arbatiacs, George, of I Peter.
3 . of Invernettie, r. Peter-
hewd, Kintore:
Buaxars, Sir Robert, of Leys, Bart, 7, Lum-
hanan, Ki

phanan, Kincardine O'Neil
Burnett, Jobn, of Kemaay, r. Kemnay
Base:

The Glasgow Trades

Craft and trade guilds in Scotland often pre-date
their counterparts in England

Oldest Craft is the Masons of Glasgow,
incorporated in 1057 by Malcolm III

Trades meet at the Trades Hall

Many crafts date to 1500s

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Hammermen (1536)
Tailors (ca 1546)
Cordiners (1558)

Incorporated Trades - Glasgow

Wrights (ca 1567)
Coopers (ca 1569)
Fleshers (ca 1580)

5/21/2024

INCORPORATION OF BARBERS,
GLASGOW

Tbe Jncorporation of Ehirurgeons and Barbers

¢ Maltmen (222?) ¢ Masons (ca 1057)
e Weavers (1528) * Gardeners (ca 1690)
* Bakers (222?) ¢ Barbers (1559)
 Skinners (1516) * Dyers & Bonnetmakers
(ca 1597)
RECORDS

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

agenealogist and
receive help with your

family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ SCARLME

T
i AT - - |

Kearch  Events Join  Give 10 Milion Nomes Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centars & nitiatives

Researching Scottish Ancestors 2024

generations in Scotland.
This course inclucbes five 80-minute classes, QA with the instructars, and exclusive acoess to handouts.

Join the Live Broadcast

Click here to join the five broadcast [Wednesdays in May, 6:00 - 730 PM ET)

https:oom us//9TI85467348

If you are unable to attend the live sessions, you wil be able to v this course poge for e future.

COURSE SCHEDULE

May 1 - Class 1 O

nd Journeys: Migrations to the U.5. and Canada
nted by Comb

researching-scottish

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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