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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Pre-1841 Census
• Post-1841 Census
• Census Substitutes
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Pre-1841 Census
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1801 Census
• Created because of the 

worry of food shortage in 
Britain

• Population Act of 1800

• Number of families and 
houses

• Number of Individuals and 
occupations

• Number of marriages, 
christenings, and burials

• Census taken every ten 
years starting in 1801
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1801-1831 Census Content
• Contains only statistical information
• Some parishes compiled lists of names and occupations 

(population lists)
• Surviving pre-1841 census entries are found in:

– Kirk session records (most) - available on Virtual Volumes in 
the Historical Search Room and the ScotlandsPeople Centre

– Old Parish Registers (a few)
– Local Archives
– ScotlandsPeople Centre Reference Library

(photocopies, transcriptions, and indexes)
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Some Surviving Censuses
• Dallas (1811)
– one of the best surviving 

records: includes address, 
name, rank (this can be 
occupation, marital 
status, lodger) and age

• Dornoch (1811)
• Inveresk (1831)
• Jedburgh and suburbs 

(1831)

• Lindean, part of 
Galashiels (1831)

• Lochrutton (1821, 1831)
• Melrose (1831)
• Rothes (1811)
• Stow (1801)
• County Sutherland 

(1821)
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nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/census-records/pre-1841-census-records
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Pre-1841 Statistical Data
• Statistical charts available for the 1801, 1811, 

1821, and 1831 Scotland censuses

• Government gathered statistical data to 
understand economy of the people

• Lists occupations, housing, and populations for 
every parish in Scotland; notes changes from  
previous census and reasons for those changes

• Online Historical Population Reports (OHPR) 
http://www.histpop.org/ohpr/servlet/
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Database: Scotland Pre-1841 Censuses 
and Population Lists 

• Created from early census records and parish lists for six 
parishes; may contain:
– Name
– Year
– Birthplace
– Occupation
– Address
– Residence
– Archive and reference 

sources

• FindMyPast — index ($)
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-
Records/scotland-pre-1841-censuses-and-population-lists
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Parish locations of surviving 
Pre-1841 Census on FindMyPast

• Jedburgh

• Greenlaw

• Ladykirk

• Melrose

• Applegarth

• Sibbaldbie
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findmypast.co.uk
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findmypast.co.uk
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findmypast.co.uk
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Database: Scotland, Rolls of Male 
Heads of Families, 1834-1845

• Information taken from https://www.oldscottish.com/

• Ancestry — index ($)
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70838/
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QUESTIONS?
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Post-1841 Census
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Overview
• Taken every ten years since 1801 except in 1941

• Censuses from 1841 to 1911 are available for 
public use

• 1921 released late 2022 ScotlandsPeople.co.uk
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Dates the Census was taken
• 1841 – 6 June 1841

• 1851 – 30 March 1851

• 1861 – 7 April 1861

• 1871 – 2 April 1871

• 1881 – 3 April 1881

• 1891 – 5 April 1891

• 1901 – 31 March 1901

• 1911 – 2 April 1911

Class 3: Researching Scottish Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 21



Ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?title=scotland%20census

Ancestry.com has transcribed copies of the 1841-1901 Scotland Census – no images
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1841 Census Basics
• June 6, 1841 – the population was 2,620,184

• Some parishes (mostly in Fife) do not survive

• FamilySearch.org https://www.familysearch.org/search/c
atalog/442707?availability=Family%20History%20Library

• FindMyPast https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-
world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1841 Scottish Census
• Name of Village, Street, Square, Close, Court, &c.
• House – Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited
• Name of Individual; Age
• Profession or Trade
• “If born in Scotland, state whether in County or 

otherwise”
• “Whether Foreigner, or whether Born in England or 

Ireland”
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search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/442707?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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1841 Scotland Census
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1851 Scottish Census
• March 30, 1851 - The population was 2,888,742

• FamilySearch.org
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2028673

• FindMyPast
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-
records/1851-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1851 Scottish Census
• Road, Street, or Name of House
• Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the 

household; Marital Condition; Age
• Military Rank, Profession, or Occupation
• Where born
• Whether Blind, Deaf, and Dumb
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library

Class 3: Researching Scottish Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 37



familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library

Class 3: Researching Scottish Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 41



search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1851-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1861 Scottish Census
• April 7, 1861 – the population was 3,062,294

• FamilySearch.org
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/160553?ava
ilability=Family%20History%20Library

• FindMyPast
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-
records/1861-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1861 Scottish Census
• Road, Street, or Name of House
• House – Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited
• Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the 

household; Marital Condition
• Age, Military Rank, Profession, or Occupation
• Where born
• Whether Blind, Deaf, and Dumb
• NEW! Number of children 5 to 13 in School
• NEW! Rooms with one or more windows
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/160553?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/160553?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/160553?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1861-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1871 Scottish Census
• April 2, 1871 – the population was 3,360,018

• FamilySearch.org
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/162199?ava
ilability=Family%20History%20Library

• FindMyPast
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-
records/1871-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1871 Scottish Census
• Road, Street, or Name of House
• House – Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited
• Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the 

household; Marital Condition
• Age, Military Rank, Profession, or Occupation
• Where born
• Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Imbecilic, or Idiot, Lunatic
• Number of children 5 to 13 in School
• Rooms with one or more windows
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search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1871-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1881 Scottish Census
• April 3, 1881 – the population was 3,735,573

• FamilySearch.org
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/114528?ava
ilability=Family%20History%20Library

• FindMyPast
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-
records/1881-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1881 Scottish Census
• Road, Street, or Name of House
• House – Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited
• Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the 

household; Marital Condition
• Age (at last birthday)
• Military Rank, Profession, or Occupation
• Where born
• Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Imbecilic, or Idiot, Lunatic
• Rooms with one or more windows
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1891 Scottish Census
• April 5, 1891 – the population was 4,033,103

• FamilySearch.org
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/164002?ava
ilability=Family%20History%20Library

• FindMyPast
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-
records/1891-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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1891 Scottish Census
• Road, Street, or Name of House
• House – Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited
• Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the household; 

Marital Condition
• Age (at last birthday)
• Profession or Occupation; Employer; Employed (Y/N)
• Neither Employer nor Employed, but working on own account
• Where born
• Speaks Gaelic or Gaelic & English
• Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Imbecilic, or Idiot, Lunatic
• Rooms with one or more windows
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search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1891-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1891-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1891-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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Ancestry.com
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1901 Scottish Census
• March 31, 1901 – the population was 4,472,103

• FamilySearch.org - transcription currently not online
• FindMyPast

https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-
records/1901-england-wales-and-scotland-census

Class 3: Researching Scottish Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 63



1901 Scottish Census
• Road, Street, or Name of House
• House – Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited
• Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the household; 

Marital Condition
• Age (at last birthday)
• Profession or Occupation
• Employer, Worker, or on own account
• Where born
• Speaks Gaelic or Gaelic & English
• Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Imbecilic, or feeble minded
• Rooms with one or more windows
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1911 Scottish Census
• April 2, 1911 – the population was 4,760,904

• FamilySearch.org - transcription currently not online 
• ScotlandsPeople.co.uk - searchable with images

Class 3: Researching Scottish Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 66



1911 Scottish Census
• Road, Street, or Name of House
• House – Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited
• Rooms with one or more windows
• Name of Individual; Number of persons in house.
• Relationship to the head of the household
• Age (at last birthday)
• Speaks Gaelic or Gaelic & English
• Single, Married, Widower or Widow
• [Questions for Married Women] Duration of Marriage; 

Children born Alive; Children still living
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1911 Scottish Census
• Personal Occupation
• Industry or Service in which worker is connected
• Employer, Worker, or on Own Account
• If working at Home
• Birthplace
• Nationality if born in a Foreign Country
• Totally Deaf or Deaf and Dumb; Totally Blind; Lunatic; 

Imbecile, or feeble-minded
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ScotllandsPeople.gov.uk
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ScotllandsPeople.gov.uk

Class 3: Researching Scottish Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 72



Scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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Scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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Scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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Scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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1921 Scottish Census
• Road, Street, or Name of House
• Name of Individual; Number of persons in house.
• Relationship to the head of the household
• Age – Years and Months
• Sex
• Marital Status
• Birthplace
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1921 Scottish Census
• Nationality – and whether speaks Gaelic
• Personal Occupation and work status
• Employment
• Dependent Children and ages
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Scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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1921 Scottish Census
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1939 National Identity Register
• The Government carried out an enumeration of 

the population on 29 September 1939 just after 
the start of the Second World War

• Registrar General for Scotland, who had been 
making preparations for the 1941 census, was 
given responsibility for this task

• Order copies from the National Records of 
Scotland www.nrscotland.gov.uk/registration
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1939 Register
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QUESTIONS?
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Census Substitutes
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Tip
Locate the village your 
family resides in before 
searching early census 

substitutes.
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Hearth Tax 1690-1695
• Tax of 14 shillings on every hearth of both landowners and 

tenants to raise money for the army

• Hospitals and paupers were exempt from the tax

• Hearth lists are arranged by county
and then by parish or landed estate

• Lists indicate the size of the house

• Most county hearth lists contain 
householders; some counties only give 
total number of hearths and money 
collected; small number of counties 
do not have hearth lists
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/hearth-tax-records-1691-1695
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/hearth-tax-records-1691-1695
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/hearth-tax-records-1691-1695
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/hearth-tax-records-1691-1695
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/hearth-tax-records-1691-1695
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Poll Tax (1694–1698)
• Imposed in 1694, 1695, and twice in 1698 to pay off 

the debts and arrears of the army and navy

• Tax was 6 shillings and up according to rank and 
means; only the poor and children under 16 were 
exempt

• Collectors of the poll tax faced similar difficulties to 
those of the hearth tax and the records are incomplete

• Arranged by county and parish, the amount of 
information provided varies from list to list
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/poll-tax-rolls-1694-1698
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/poll-tax-rolls-1694-1698
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/poll-tax-rolls-1694-1698
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1755 Population of Scotland
• Webster’s census of 1755 – “An account of the number of people 

in Scotland in the year seventeen hundred and fifty-five by 
Alexander Webster, one of the ministers of Edinburgh”

• Gives population total of 1,265,380; regarded as the most 
credible estimate of the Scottish population prior to 1801

• Ministers in 909 parishes provided information about:
– extent of their parish
– numbers of ministers, Roman Catholics, and Protestants
– total number of inhabitants
– number of fighting men (aged between 18 and 56)
– ages of the inhabitants
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Cart Tax (1785-1798)
• Owners of two, three, or 

four wheeled carts in 
Scotland were taxed

• Tax fell mostly upon 
farmers and landowners 
in rural communities, 
plus carters in villages
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/cart-tax-rolls-1785-1798
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/cart-tax-rolls-1785-1798
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Carriage Tax (1785-1798)
• Owners of two or four-wheeled carriages in 

Scotland paid tax on their carriages
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/carriage-tax-rolls-1785-1798
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/carriage-tax-rolls-1785-1798
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Clock and Watch Tax (1797-1798)

• Lists the names and 
number of clocks and 
watches the individual 
owned
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/clock-and-watch-tax-rolls-1797-1798
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Dog Tax (1797-1798)
• listing of all those who were taxed 5 shillings on non-

working dogs
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/dog-tax-rolls-1797-1798
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/dog-tax-rolls-1797-1798
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Female Servant Tax (1785-1792)
• Tax levied on households 

employing “non-essential” 
female servants

• Most of these servants 
were engaged in domestic 
work
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/female-servant-tax-rolls-1785-1792
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Male Servant Tax (1777-1798)
• Levied on households employing 

“non-essential” male servants from 
1777 onwards

• This excluded farm laborers, 
industrial workers, and servants in 
businesses with shops and inns

• Tax was aimed primarily at
the wealthy who could 
afford domestic or personal 
servants. Example: butlers, valets, 
grooms coachmen, and gardeners
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/male-servant-tax-rolls-1777-1798
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Horse Tax (1785-1798)
• Tax levied on those who 

had horses that pulled 
carriages and those who 
rode saddle horses in 
the late 18th century
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/horse-tax-rolls-1785-1798
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Shop Keeper Tax (1785-1789)
• Occasionally list the 

shopkeeper and type of 
businesses
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scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/historical-tax-rolls/shop-tax-rolls-1785-1789
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nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/census-records
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Consultations
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AmericanAncestors.org/researching-scottish-ancestors-2024
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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