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* Presentation (60 mins.)
¢ Published Guides
« Civil Records
« Parish Records
* Accessing Records

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Civil and Parish Records
* Civil Records * Parish Records
— Births — Baptisms
— Marriages — Marriages
— Deaths — Burials
— Other Records
'.,“\"& loice o1
S"" Khondaf R. McClure
? Senior Genealogist
Tracing Your Scottish Ancestors
* Now in its 7th edition -
* Compiled by the
National Records of
Scotland
» Offers information
about ScotlandsPeople
2
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Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry...

TRACING YOUR * Written by Chris Paton

SCOTTISH

ANCESTRY THROUGH * Published in 2019
CHURCH & STATE RECORDS

* Covers many of the
major records

CHRIS PATON

* Written by Bruce Durie

* Now in its 4th edition

Wi

¢ Includes information on S COTTISH

records that are seldom G ENEALOG Y]
used by family historians = BrucE DuRIE i
]
1

Where are they from?

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Researching Scottish Ancestors

Where are they from?

* Need to exhaust all records where the family
ended up

* Need to identify a place in Scotland:
— Vital records
— Passports
— Passenger lists
— Census
— Compiled directories

5/6/2024
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I ' S LIST OR MANIFEST OF ALIEN PASSENGERS FOR THE UNITED
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Scof

Kirkpatrick Fleming

.
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Scotch: Kirkcudbright

1861 Canadian Census

A DICTIONARY

|OF SCOTTISH

EMIGRANTS

TO CANADA 6608 McLAGAN, Peter, 1754-4 Oct 1843. From Logierai
BEFORE par, PER. Served in the 42nd Regt as a Cpl during the

CONFEDERATI{ | Amer Rev War, and on discharge, 1783, arr St John, NB.
TS Stid Carleton, Lot 448, later on the Campbell Gr, Nashwaal
York Co, Lots 171,173,175-6 and 177. m Margaret, dio
Alexander MacIntosh, qv, and Grace MaclLean. ch: 1.
Graco, 1768-1877; 2. Helen, 1790-1862; 3. Alexander,
DORALD Ve 1793-1871, who went 1o Blackvile. on the Miramichi, 1832;
4. John, 1795-1870; 5. Margarel, 1796-1865; 6. Isobelle, b
1798; 7. Marjorie, b 1801; 8. Peler, 1802-43; 9. Christina,
1804-89; 10. Elizabeth, b 1805; 11. Mary, b 1808; 12.
James, 1809-74; 13, Ann, 1811-80. LNB 312; NF 74;

2

The Ontarlo Genealogical Society
Toronto 1995

Com

d Dictionary
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Scottish Towns

* Kirkpatrick-Fleming * Forres (town)

(town) o (district)

* Lockerbie (district) g (ki)
o ys (shi

* Dumfries (shire)

* Scotland (country)
* Scotland (country)

Civil Records

Civil Records

» Statutory Registers of Birth, Marriage, and Death

* Begin 1 January 1855

* 1,027 Registration Districts created

* By 1994, number of Registration Districts reduced
to 360

* Registration Districts may straddle county lines
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OPR_| Date from | Date to_| Notes

Aberdeen
Registration Districts after 1855 Date from | Date to_| Notes
St Nichols wov/or | 18ss 19

Old Machir s

Old Machar, Aberdeen Burgh

Old Machar, Lundward

Old Machir

Old Machar Parih

Woodside

Old Aberdeen

SeMachar

Same arca s OWd Machar

Rubisaw

Wor

Old Aberdeen

Aberdeen, Northern Distric

Aberdeen, Southern Distrct

Aberdeen, Exstern Distrct

Aberdeer

Aberdeer

Registration Districts

‘Table 8. The various RDs in Aberdeen city over the years. Dundee is
equally complicated. Edinburgh and Glasgow, just because of their
greater sizes and growths, are more complicated still.

5/6/2024

Part of the table from Bruce
Durie Scottish Genealogy

showing city of Aberdeen

aipha RD
K Ednburgh, Kakiston

Kirkmabrock

Kikma

Kirkmabreck

Dumtres and Galloway

Duntres. and Galloway, Kikmabreck

aci

Krkmichael

Kirkmichael (and Taminioul) (Banff)
e (4

CountyorBurgh st ynarLast yeaf_Fd Namber ]
2007

Kirknewton and East Cakder
Kirkoswad

Kinkoswald

Kirkpatrick Durham

City of Edinburgh
Kakcudright 1703 1854
Kukcudonight 1855 971
Kakcudiey 1972 2008
Dumiries. and Galloway 2005 2008
Dumiries.and Galloay 2007
Dumiries. 1720 1884
Dumiries. 1855 1968
n 188 1
Wigown 185 1971
Wigienn 1072 1968
1855 1855
Pertn 1855 1857
85 1
Dumiies. 188 1
# 1856 1967
Perth 1888 1
Bantt 1725 1854
1638 1854
Dumiries T fese
1850 1854
Misiotan 1923 1930
1642 1854
Midiothian 1855 1922
Ay 1884 1852
ayr 88 1
Kikcudright

oPR
Oid RD
oaRD
O RD

o7z
g

|Current R
Today's RD

Today's RD
Todays RD.
Todays RO

Todays RO

Today's RD.

Todays RO

Kirkpatrick Flemag

Kirkpatrick Fleming, Nofthern District

Dumiries.
Dumiies.
Dumiies.
Dumiies.
Dumiries.

rkpatrick Fleming
E

K Kirkpaiick Juxia
K Kikion

Domlres
Dumiies.
Rexbusah

nrscotland.gov.

¢ Include name of the child
¢ Where and when born

¢ Information on father and mother:
— Name, occupation of father
— Name, maiden name of mother
— Where and when married

* Where and when registered

Birth Records

* Had to be registered within 21 days after birth

¢ Informant’s signature and qualification
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Birth Records

* 1855-1918: illegitimate births were identified as
such

* May have a notation to a Register of Corrected

Entries (which would name the father)

* After 1919: the word illegitimate was unlawful

5/6/2024

N
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Birth Register - 1877
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Paternity Decree?

Needed to include the father’s name in the
Register of Corrected Entries

Petition of the father to the sheriff for a warrant to
acknowledge him

This launched an inquiry

OR if court action was brought against the
biological father

5/6/2024

oldscottish.com

SHERIFF COURT PATERNITY DECREES

“brick wals™
rocosds, instanty closing Fortunasely mors s

payments Calimeet') spprosch in e fother

The couts decision was Mot Shactt

1828 ng 1912)

Old Scettish Co—

neslogy & Family Histary

oldscottish.com
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1877 HENDERSON, JESSIE (Statutory registers Births 812/ 36) | 2
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scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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Marriage Records

* Includes when, where, and how married

» Name, age, occupation, marital status of groom

* Name, age, occupation, marital status of bride

* Regular residence of groom and bride

* Name and occupation of fathers of groom and bride

* Name and maiden name of mothers of groom and bride

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Marriage Records
* Usually if parent of the bride or groom is
deceased, the record reflects that
* Ifa regular marriage, the names of the officiant
and witnesses are included
* Ifirregular, could have:
— Date of conviction
— Decree of Declarator
— Sheriff’s warrant
* Date recorded, name of registrar
182, MARRIAG; i tho il biiar ot A4 (‘ 1:155 )
e — | ;ff:fd Galind u;..,(uf»
e e
y I//J’
Tip
Banns are read three
consecutive Sundays.
11
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What is an irregular marriage?
* Any marriage not performed by a minister
* Generally, the parties made a declaration before
two witnesses
* Proof of this declaration would be shown to a
sheriff who issued a warrant
* The warrant allowed for the civil registration of
their marriage
f »l/l ANz | } " A » Hau y2 190
ax,n-,i::_%., o - 4o s ,/{W%‘m 4k, Moy 4
IUA\I.Im”/ = e, Ja y &/244:. e (/rmm,( <= i
- ”%tzﬁ‘ .% Tiid, S Y dalihagis6, I 4 b
b ;’,:f / i foon Dpascdnan Eoidl: In ”.m N ecions ol
;f::)m Fisuee 2 — s worat, Lot = e
16 Gatfon_Stived: | Uorcerry_|Ch A, btem
A claend y/2 ot St el
Deaths
* 1855 to 1860 included:
— When doctor last saw the deceased alive
— Place of burial
— Name of undertaker
* 1861 spouse’s name reinstated (after it began to be
eliminated in 1856)
12
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Death Record 2

QUESTIONS?
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Parish Records

Religious History

* Church of Scotland, the national church

* Claimed independent jurisdiction over its own
business
— Claim of Right, 1689
— Act of Union, 1707

* Right of patronage restored, 1712

Disruption of 1843

14
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Churches

* Church of Scotland - on ScotlandsPeople
* Roman Catholic Church - on ScotlandsPeople

* Other Nonconformist:
— Society of Friends
— Methodist
— Episcopal
— United Free Church
— Congregational
— Unitarian
— Free Church

5/6/2024

Church of Scotland

* In the 1600s it was Episcopal in beliefs
* Traditionally Presbyterian

Old Parish Registers cover up to 1854
* 900 parishes

* Approximately 3,500 registers survive

' 7

Recusant refers to anyone

who did not belong to the
established Church

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Identifying Your Parish

* There are 33 counties

* There are more than 900 parishes

County Map of Scotland

Genuki: UK & Ireland
m i 4

Q
2 7/

The records may

not be online.

16
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Record guides

Guides

BAPTISMAL REGISTER FOR

arriages, burials (or deaths) and other events (such as people
his site you can search reg/sters kept by the Church of
urehes.

5/6/2024

scotlandspeople.gov.uk/guides/church-registers

Baptisms

A child may be baptized in two parishes:
— Parish of the father
— Parish of the mother

Date of baptism is NOT date of birth
Baptisms could be weeks or months after birth

Old Parish Registers generally Presbyterian

1974 /A....,,w/‘
Lot | F. im Lo fons i 7//5/ P rrr (Borraiitire B2
b /./W/,,.,,, ' kL
'S;m- I -
Sorwing |7 dave sl &4«;/: Y /ff‘%v—v E s
/ ‘):u/u» ot phve fopnim AedF— /

Gorrey ?,F"
L,p‘,é/ 57 Baaflosd oo T %q G e
,{/m o Toirmro i s
| A
At ,/M/ ,,%/cjk,,ﬁ,/f// it &

| y L /(//
| Gt Frprse tliasfoct s 7, /// ETY A
‘ };,.,/ p f/’/,,,,{/;vj

w//“///l},. o e Ty i 1 e o K

Baptism - 1804
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Where is Kirkpatrick-Fleming?

Annan (1)
Appegann (2)

[t
Ewes (14)

5/6/2024

Sumame  Focwname  Pureoiy/OtherGeialh  Geeder Dwin  Parbh  Mel Facnh  bmageliew

Made  Oferale OBoth

13t Parent arme.

scotlandspeople.gov.uk

Marriages

* A record of the proclamation of banns

* May be recorded in two parishes
(one each for groom and bride)

* One of the entries may offer more information

* Some ministers may have added additional
information

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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/873 - %
g e e o Al oo
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v % e o n P2 |
/wtfz//

G2y

//z(/j,m%w.,aw/ £ LA tidis

S
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Marriage - 1803

Burial Records

* Often the most uninformative

» With a child’s death, you may get age at time of
death

* Generally, include only name of deceased and date
of interment

» JM 3. (/(a/z Wi Pl 2 Qf(‘)////y ‘/’/7
2 bt 1//;/‘///”/!? o Gt Ao oSl ”ﬁ
\ (&St Frbdior G t6 /,/”‘-./)Z}p’/,/‘/ St — )

/f/{a/ (’/}/4012_(/?” /f///z ,J,/,%i, cpsie )

///{ /n(./,/////z 1///1/.//11 //’/, a»')
/ /(,y/f e /9./////(’/@{), Ve /5% ;f /{x/“)/’/af} c‘l{/t\
e m;?/;}//@m%/z;;ﬁ;m

//1/%// / 2 P et rnfeprrimefreel
t,L,«MAu./,LZaA' 4 /44,91 /(rrh/g /ﬂt///()?/ 2 7N 2) &Adﬂb
o % rﬁn = /i/&r i B

B ﬂfﬁz L/gfﬂf‘/ }'//ﬂ,-/,,ﬂ/ e
3 &\(Y//I/(//l///fr/t 9’/ (/gfﬂg//ljr//

scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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Other Records

* Kirk Session Records offer information on the
business of the church

* May address communicants who were having
problems

* Should be consulted if the family was of the
established church

* Will be examined in a later class

5/6/2024

Roman Catholic

* Photocopied pre-1855 records were under the
National Records of Scotland

* Originals may be with

— Parish Priest

+

— Diocese
— Archdiocese
b Z VS o R & A 2 e it P
%‘ZZ} Inancice ; i wne PSS £ 4
# 7 J/ml‘f o Sty Ftillloion i fLS
% ./;;»L.me vl %W B e = e
N s Aoty G siilot Mg sisle Fotsmaacd ™
£ R L s i
S (158 Lrrns pllri 5~ feacs o e

%.

Roman Catholic Marriage - 1864
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Episcopalian Records

Episcopal Church of Scotland was the established
church from 1603-38 and in the 1660s

* Original records are with the local priest or dioceses
* A survey exists of known Episcopal Churches

* Results available on the National Register of
Archives for Scotland

5/6/2024

NRAS search - internet

Saarch

[ Persems

ocords updar
25 Feseuary 202 Sewchtor [ apacopal e e A woete (D) )k wort (08)

Retersnce: [Ty oot soarch o Buarenes Ozt O G

Dms o [Typa 8 your search ten -

catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk

NRAS search - internet

—
Disniay Catalogus Resul
— n
Refing Ssarch |

catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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The Nation; r s a NRAS search - intemet

[ (Rasutts]

Sinpl search forcatogue ecoeds where

s s piacopal sdinburgh.inchaing undaied rocerds

MABGCDEEGHIJKLMNOQPABRSINYWEYZ

e, Becarta 2140 33075 . Explin Access statin
Records updaied: Ranee Jr——

[ere—

5/6/2024

catalogue.nrscotland.gov.

Refersnce Tite Date
NRAS2698 hureh
Orhney century
Country Code 68
Repository Code 80000
Repository Privato
Referance NRASIGH8
Tile ary.onha Rock
Dates 174824 Nov 1984
Access Status. Restrctad
Access Conditions m el privately. Al e
Doscription (Th foskowing records.of he Epiacopal congrogaions at O Mesdrum and Tiyosk oo haid with the.

1806-7, and Tiysask, 1808-1812.

Lovel

catalogue.nrscotland.go

Other Non-Conformist Religions

* Records of Baptist, Congregational, Methodist,
Quaker, and Unitarian can be found at the
National Records of Scotland

* Also, in archives in the areas where they exist
* Restricted access

* Requires a form for researchers to look at the
records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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QUESTIONS?

ScotlandsPeople

ScotlandsPeople

* Contains digital images of important Scottish
records from:
— National Records of Scotland

— Lyon Court
— Scottish Catholic Archives

* Has a research center in Edinburgh

* Online site ($)

23
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5/6/2024

scotlandspeople.gov.uk

ScotlandsPeople

Old Parish Registers (1553-1855)

* Civil (Statutory) Registers
— Births, Deaths, Marriages (1855-current)
— Divorces (1984-current)
— Register of Corrections (1855-current)
— Civil Partnerships (2005-current)
— Dissolutions of Civil Partnerships (2007-current)

* Registers of births, deaths, marriages outside Scotland
(years vary)

* Roman Catholic records (1703-20th century)

Accessing Registers

* Online:
— Births more than 100 years old

— Marriages more than 75 years old
— Deaths more than 50 years old

* In the Center:
— Can download/print records as described above

— Modern records are view-only

* A cost (in purchased credits) is used

24
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ry
%k ScotlandsPeople

Help and g

Advanced Search

Start your search for

Below or seareh acrass al record categories with our auick peogle search,

Please select a category:

registers

 Statutory cs o Valustion rolls

Legal ecords

Prison registers

Statutory registers

scotlandspeople.gov.uk

5/6/2024

Please select church © Church of Scotland (old parish registers)
O Roman Catholic Church
) Other churches
Surname; johnston
Forename: james
Gender: D Male
Female
OBoth
Year range: o
County/City: DUMFRIES
Parish/congregation: All
ABBEY
ABBEY ST BATHANS
ABBOTRULE
Clear form and startagain

Search Options

.
.
(-]
°

Exact names only
Wid cards allowed
Narmes that begin with

Phonetic matching

baptisms - Search results

£ type: Oid Parish Registers, 5

James
21 Results Showing 1-21 of 21 {1 page)
PR -

Please select church

pies

© Chureh of Seatland (ohd parish
registers)
oraeToN s

Roman Cathalic Church

Other ehurches OMTON  BMES  ANOREWORNSTON
Surname:

johnstan Seahgass  JOWNTION  BMES  WALTERIOMNSTON
Forename:

[rey Shtes | JOWSTON  paies

Baptism Search Results

DUMERIES, RO: KIRKPATRICK FLEMING (OUMFRIES)

Ganger

Church registers - Old Parish Registers Births and

Ret rarsn

Humber

e

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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—— g =
Sumame  fusmme PwemuOwerDsail  Gender Das  Pash  Rel Bakn  imapeview

Piease select church Humber

© Church of Seotiand (el parish

registers)
jorssTon s

Roman Cathalic Churdh

Other churches

Sumame:

Farename:

Gender.

Mole  OFemsle OBoth

Vear range

0 © w0

15t Parent Name: joraTORE AN 10, s

2nd Parent Name: P —

jannet

County/City:

DUMFRIES

Sibling Search - Baptisms

5/6/2024

H
1
i

View inage et

View image o)

i
!

Check record
availability

Church register images

0ld Parish Register images are black u derived from micrafl 2 JPEG format. Roman

from the origina records,
Which parishes and congregations have registers in the index
Church of Scotland parishes

You can see a s
Scotland parishe:

on the National Records of Scatland site. Bear in mind that the Church of
e areas a3 Roman Catholic parishes and the parishes of other churches.

id not caver th

Roman Catholic parishes and congregations
Registers for the following Roman Catholic parishes and congregations. are indexed on the ScotlandsPeople site:

« MPH Airdrie, St Margarev's 18421977
= P72 Carluke, 5t Athanasius’ 1849-1936

« MP/3 Coatbridge, St Patrick's 1847-1952

+ MP74 Hamilton, St Mary's 18411906

+ MP/5 Rutherglen, St Columbidle's 18481945

* MP/6 Greenock, St Mary's 18081945

« MP/7 Houston, St Fillan's 1868-1944

« MP/B Paisley, St Mirin's 1808-1934

+ MP/9 Port Glasgow, St john's 1846-1939

* MPI10 Aberdeen, St Mary's with St Peter's 1782-1957
= MP/11 Ballater, 5t Nathalan 1769-2002

+ MP112 Ballogie, St Michaers 18331876

+ MP/13 Beauly, St Mary's 1851-1885,

« MPI14 Blairs, St Mary's with Scalan 1789-1953

= M5 Braemar, St Andrew's 1608-192

= MPI16 Buckie, St Peter's 1786-1994

scotlandspeople.gov.uk/guides/church-registers#Parishes

Catholic register images and other church registers images are stored in a colour jpeg format and are mostly derived
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Civil and Parish Records

* Parish records may go back to the 17th century

* Civil records began in 1855

» Idiosyncrasies in clerks record keeping may offer
additional information

* Civil records are on ScotlandsPeople

* Church of Scotland and Catholic records are on
ScotlandsPeople

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

Consultations

Book a one-on-one

N
¥

i

family history research! =

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ SCAN ME
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Researching Scottish Ancestors 2024

minute classes, QA WIth the instructors, and exclusive 3ccessto handouts.

Join the Live Broadcast

c May, 00 - 730 PM ET]

he live sessions, you will be able to view the recording on this course page for the foreseeable future

COURSE SCHEDULE

May]1 - Clas

ins and Journeys: Migrations 1@ the U.S. and Canada

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-scottish-ancestors-2024

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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