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History, Part One

1800-1850

5/7/2024

Disestablishment

* State constitution of 1818 disestablished the
Congregational Church and eliminated property
ownership for voting

* While the church is still powerful, commerce is
driving newer towns and cities

Thomaston

* 1780 - Ecclesiastical Societies in Waterbury of
Northbury and Westbury incorporated as Watertown

* 1805 — Residents east of the Naugatuck River form
Plymouth

* 1875 - western portion
of Plymouth set off as
Thomaston
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Gradual Abolition of

Slavery

Gradual Abolition of Slavery

* 1790 - 2764 enslaved persons (1.16%)

* 1800 - 951 enslaved persons (0.38%)

* 1810 - 310 enslaved persons (0.12%)

* 1820 - 97 enslaved persons (0.04%)

* 1830 - 25 enslaved persons (0.008%)

* 1840 - 17 enslaved persons (0.005%)

Nancy Toney of Windsor

* Born 1774

* Freed in 1848 by “An Act to Prevent Slavery”

¢ Died Windsor, Conn., 19 Dec. 1857
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History, Part Two
1850-1897

5/7/2024

The rise of mill towns

* Early 19" century textile mills
* Consolidation of towns

* Second Industrial Revolution in the mid 19®
century results in greater levels of immigration

11

Putnam

* 1708 - Killingly established from “northern Plainfield”
* 1785 - “Thompson Parish” set off as its own town

* 1855 - Putnam created from Killingly,
Thompson, and Pomfret (1713)

12
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Information on

Immigration

Data from the Census

* 1820 - how many foreign-born people “not

naturalized” in each household

* 1830 - how many white “foreigners not

naturalized” in each household

* 1850 - birthplace is asked for all individuals

* 1870 - “Ts the person a male citizen of the United
States of 21 years or upwards” asked of all people

* 1890 - naturalization status of foreign-born aged
21 or older

14

Census Data Relating to
Immigration

* 1820 -568 foreigners not naturalized (2.5%)
* 1850 - 38,518 foreign born (10.4%)

1860 - 80,696 (17.5%)

1870 - 113,169 (21.1%)

1880 - 129,992 (20.9%)

1890 - 183,601 (24.6%)

15
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5/7/2024
o
Compendia
Genealogist's Handbook for
New England Research
* Town and County Lists ;
* Detailed Maps
* Court Houses
* Library and Archives
17
Connecticut Historical Collections
* Snapshot of Conn. through 4 ]
1830
* Verbatim inscriptions of =
interesting gravestones
* Viewpoints of the town
* Statistical Tables from 1840 Connecticut
and 1850 census Historical Collecti
18
6
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New Towns 1838-1856

PUTNAM,

incorporatsd a town in 1855. The township Iy triangular ]
from the north part of Killingly, south [-APN of mg: {'..'.':"E.

;-E

of Pomfrel. The village, (formetly edln! Quunmhn; u. line of the
I and Qaumc'bn River, is 41 miles E. from 81 from New Haven,
10 miles from l.b. Cousty town. Cargﬂl s grist- m'lJ 1he fird in the
age, Wns cncud lbou\ the year 171& _This wes repcimd b Mr. Wilkioson, in
6, who first ed the g business in the

Bnmoswnn

1t was formed from the sou south-eastern sectioa
J;anwhd . lo::lll:dltslf:.' Neﬂ;: and more reccntly BridgewaterSociety.

19

Overview

Major Record Sets

1800-1850

Constitution of 1818
Daughter towns and consolidation

Vital and Religious Records
Probate and Land Records
Census and City Directories Family Genealogies

Industrial Revolution

Gradual abolition of Slavery
1850-1897
Civil War

Newspaper and Cemetery Common Problems
Military and Pension Local Histories
Immigration and Naturalization Manuscript Material
Strategies

Immigration

Compendia

20

Vital Records

1800-1897
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Vital Records in the early
19th Century

* Still being kept by families

* Record keeping getting a bit a lax

5/7/2024

22

23

Changes in Record Keeping 1850s

* Births, along with marriages and deaths, being
kept at the time of the event in sequential order

* Additional details about occupations of father,
ages, and birthplaces of parents

+ Additional information added in later years

24
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Marriages 1852

-

:

3 B 4
b et g Praceioger ciotheleivin o Fonigice
| = i >

: (Ftovaceir ; /. [Fir i Faee

Aererit ,pém.“.z.é,,.; 26 || Ao st | Hedt Lffovsam e
[ Ein (Ve . lter 24 e £ ot
55|

Proin Beloter JHELITR o SrecoridirSle 05T 1

i

Y : ==

| it | Fertin o oA | 1| i Gl et | Frer o 0
Bdopiit-r- | Fowrtoisd &7 ‘/_

A

5/7/2024

25

1849 births

" {"Record of Births in the Town of KILLINGLY, 1847

i v, 52| e s ruwen
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ﬁ.m‘ gt 22 L G, g
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26

Is there anything more?

* Single page certificates for vital events (mostly
marriages) began in some towns in the late 19%
century

* Most relevant genealogical information from
these certificates is stated in the index books
available at Town Halls

* Main item often omitted is place of marriage.

27
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g@
2
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If any FamilySearch Microfilm

has births less than 100 years
old, it cannot be made digitally
available

5/7/2024

Woodstock Vital Records, vols. 1-5

MNote Location Collection/Shelf Fil Trmags Group Mumbrer

29

Divorce Records
* Original Divorce Records at Conn. State Library

* New London, Tolland, and Windham Counties,
Indexed 1719-1910

¢ Hartford Counties Indexed 1740-1849
 Litchfield Counties Indexed 1752-1922
* New London County on FamilySearch 1719-1875

30
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Divorce Index
£ap i PEABODY
ey - apoL. Stomigton 7 Sept. 1o - <o BroWa of Sonington
31
Divorce Records on FamilySearch
32
Witness Testimony
33
11
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Religious Records

Shift in Congregations

* With the disestablishment of the Congregational
Church, many more places of worship are erected,
especially Catholic congregations after significant
Irish immigration, and later immigration from
Quebec, Italy, Poland, etc.

* Many religious records are at the Connecticut
State Library and Catholic Archives

* Faiths besides Congregational and Catholic have
less indexes

35

Census Records

12
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Census Records
* 1790-1840 - head of household only, and “tick marks”
* 1850-1870 - all individuals recorded
* 1880 forward - relationships between individuals
37
Absence of Native Americans
1860 - 3 Indians?
38
1860 Census - Native American
Family
L e e e A
: | ;7 : =5 /: Nl
W | |l ZLe f e e 7]
s | oy W P -
" \ | fond Dt [ |0 ] =
39
13
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African & Native Resources
* Records of Godfrey Malbone, Brooklyn slaveholder

* Earle Report of 1861

* Quinnips website of Thomas Doughton (archived)

* Full Circle by Marcella Houle Pasay

* Court Records

* Warnings Out

* Apprenticeships

* Family Secrets also by Pasay

40

City Directories

City Directories

w0

* Hartford - 1799

¢ New Haven - 1840

* New London - 1855

42

14

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Researching Connecticut Ancestors

City Directory Collections
* Ancestry - US. City Directories, 1822-1995
* FamilySearch - (town by town)
* Connecticut State Library — (town by town)

+ Connecticut Historical Society

Godfrey Memorial Library

Town Public Libraries

5/7/2024

43

Passenger Lists

also Conn.
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Mostly to New York or Boston, but

45
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Immigration Records

Naturalization and Declarations

of Intent

* First Record - Intending to be a citizen

* Second Record Naturalization

* Unfortunately, often minimally detailed

47

Naturalization Records

* Former allegiance

* Year of immigration

* Witness (for declaration
of intent)

48
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Other Ways of Finding Origins

* Usually specific to country of origin

* Search for Missing Friends

IRISH IMMIGRANT ADVERTIS!
PLACED IN THE BOSTON P

VOLUME |

49

Search for Missing Friends

MARY CUNNINGHAM, laicly amived at New Haven, from Carrickonellan, county
Shigo, wants the address of her brother, John Cunningham; be is supposed to be a
resident of New Orleans, La. Please address ber, care of Thomas McGowan, Healy's

Block, Congress Avenue, New Haven, Conn.

OF THOMAS A_, and WILLIAM H. FENNING; Thomas was born at Salisbury,

Conn., Aug. 6, 1850, and feft Hantford, Conn., November, 1884; William was also
born at Salisbury, Conn.. March 10, 1853, and left Lime Rock, Conn.. in the summer
of 1885. Thomas has been heard from in the West: William has never been heard
from. Any one knowing of them will picase address their broter, Edw. S. Fenning,

Hartford, Conn. ; or John F. Conroy, 167 Main Street.

18 October 1892 MISSING FRIENDS

50

Jennie (Nelson) Sheldon

¢ Born Sweden, 1879

Immigrated 1882 with parents and siblings

* Married Fred Sheldon in 1896 (of New England
Yankee ancestry)

* While father John Nelson claims in 1910 he was
naturalized, no naturalization record has been

found (and name is quite common)

51
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5/7/2024

Swedish Emigrant Records

Jenrl! Ottilia Ellen Johannesdotter Nilsson
in the Sweden, Emigrants Registered in Church Books, 17831991

52

Cast a wide net. Use
20th- century records for
finding 19th-century origins

Probate Records

18
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Probate Court

https://ctstatelibrary.org/archives-finding-aids/

55

Connecticut Probate 1641-1948

56

Locating Probate Records

*» Connecticut State Library: books and loose papers

* Ancestry.com: “Connecticut, Wills and Probate
Records, 1609-1999”

Evataof Wi\ b RG:\T

Town \WoodeVoe
Bue \RGO w336

\ . \
\

Remarks

4 BEPORITED IN THE CORNEGTIEUT BTATE LIBRART™ PUBLIE ACTE 1808, CHAP. 1T

57

19
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Connecticut, Wills and Probate Records, 1609-

B3 v atitems exactly Browse this collection
First & Middle Name(s) LastName To browse this image set, select from
the options below.
County
Day  Month  Year Location
Choose...
Probate v v
Notes
Any Event B -
Keyword
Related data collections
e plotor "Fying Tgers” v
& e US. Wills and Probates
Case Number U.S. Wils and Probates

onnecticut, Deaths and Burials Index,
19

B3 coosrr et .
This database is an index containing

details from Connecticut death and
burial records.

Source Information Connecticut Death Index, 1949-2012

58

‘Connecticut, Wills a
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59

1999?

Connecticut, Wills and Probate Records, 1609-1999 for Eliza D Sheldon
NewHaven > ProbateRecords, Vol 10, 12, 15, 19, 1896-1906

Mkww%wdmduam# i |
‘W bctiions e @uinding Chisets or m
Cunet @Rane. O fon.
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Probate Chronology
Example: Woodstock

* 1686-1731, Suffolk County, Massachusetts

* 1731-1749, Worcester County, Massachusetts

* 1749-1752, Windham District

e 1752-1831, Pomfret District
* 1831-2011, Woodstock District

* 2011 - present, Northeast Probate District

61

Last Resort

* “Connecticut Archives” books:
— Estates of Deceased Persons, 1640-1820
— Estates of Incompetent Persons, 1711-1820
— Estates of Minors, 1715-1820

62

Land Records

21
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5/7/2024

Connecticut Deeds to 1900

L

64

Land Records

* Grantor can mention how he acquired the land

* Can sign his name with his wife

* Narrows down the chronology

* Land description can be
compared to other deeds

* Provides clues:
— Where someone lived and when
— Origins and family migrations
— Prove family relationships

65

(7]
A /4
Tip

You ancestor did not need to

reside in a community to
own land there.

22

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Researching Connecticut Ancestors

5/7/2024

Remember not all deeds were
recorded at the date of the sale.

Newspaper and
Cemetery Resources

Key Newspaper Sources

* Charles R. Hale
Collection

* GenealogyBank

* Newspapers.com

¢ Connecticut State
Library / Local Libraries |
and related websites

69

23
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Charles R. Hale Collection

¢ Cemeteries: W.PA.
Project 1932-1935

* Gravestone inscriptions
from 2,269 cemeteries

* Newspaper Project
1937-1941

* Newspapers, 1755-1866
* Danbury Times to 1900

70

Connecticut Hale Collections - “Deaths &
Inscriptions & Marriage Announcements”

Wk 1, 1804

71

Connecticut Hale Collections - “Deaths &
Inscriptions & Marriage Announcements”

Connecticut, Deaths and Burials Index
Name: Sarah Latimer
Birth Date: abt 1765
Age at Death: 88
Death Date: 26 Apr 1853
Death Place: New London, Connecticut
Gender: Female
FHL Film Number:3246

72

24
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Connecticut Hale Collections - “Deaths &
Inscriptions & Marriage Announcements”

Paulisen, Richena | Few Yerk

wav 08 1ARR

73

Other Newspapers of Genealogical Interest,
The Hartford Times, 1918-1967
= - . .. 3

74

Other Cemetery Resource

* Manuscript and
Published Inscriptions

¢ FindaGrave

* BillionGraves

¢ Interment

75
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Finding Cemeteries

o

STREET

5/7/2024

POVERET |

76

77

Just East of Pomfret Street

78
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Military Records

Pension Records

Revolutionary War

* War of 1812

* Civil War

* Spanish-American War

¢ Indian Wars, 1817-1898

80

Revolutionary War Pension of
Joseph Tourtellotte

m"?

el s B ) g’

81

27
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Civil War Pensions

¢ Invalid

* Widow’s

* Parents

82

Lineage Societies

* Several emerge after the
American Centennial in
1876 (SR, SAR, DAR)

* Genealogical
Documentation less
scrutinized

* Immediate generations
usually more reliable

83

Affidavits of Descent

84

28

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Researching Connecticut Ancestors

5/7/2024

DAR Genealogical Research
*=DAR Member Descendants €

CHILDS, WILLARD

ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS AND SUPPLEMENTALS

https://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Researc

85

Overview

1800185 Major Record Sets
Constitution of 1818
Daughter towns and consolidation

Vital and Religious Records

. Probate and Land Records
Industrial Revolution

Census and City Directories Family Genealogies
Gradual abolition of Slavery . :c  ecords |common Prablems
1850-1897 lewspaper and Cemetery Records

Military and Pension Local Histories

Civil War N
Immigration and Naturalization Manuscript Material
Strategies

Immigration

86

Genealogies

29
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Family Genealogies

* Starting in the mid 19
century, largely with a
focus on the “male line”

» The 1864 Hyde
Genealogy a notable e dhe S
. . B et e e o e
exception to this trend ekt b ot i

4752 Howry Absl, 5.5 Jaa., I8
1845, Sarah Avoe Ton

wghter of
She m. 15
strong, b. 2 Aug., 1788, at
eon of Lee Armatrong and Edush Smith of
Tle was & farmer, and they sottled at Franklin,

d. 25 Jao., 1841 en m. the widos

* May be the only source
for recent events

5/7/2024

88

Common Families, Common Problems
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Local Histories
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Clarence Winthrop Bowen

History of Woodstock

* Genealogies of
Woodstock Families
(vol. 2-6)

Volumes 7 & 8

Availability of Resources

5/7/2024

91
Bowen’s Manuscrip
* 53 boxes (Mss 1007) ™
» Copies of
daguerreotypes
* Letters | S
N
* Draft Genealogies \%‘:g
* More information than
in published volumes vor Nia. Bed &Lt 1~ 19Ge
f,... ",'“ u«# il & AT r.f.z.f
Wordibich

92

2
p
Not all Connecticut

Problems will be solved
in Connecticut
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Rogers Family of CT, MA, and NY

Fbeneser Rogers Bible
Town of Albion, W.Y.
Printed 1823

Present Owner: Mrs. Burt Griswold
West 3tate Bt., Aldion, N,Y.

g::nltor Ropers b Oct 3, 1769
sey Lynan b Jov 15, 1771 (wi.
Bbene gex* Rogera m suvu'koberti e "fyﬂ ;Bngsgg, o

Loose pmee, very ola paper;
Benjamiri Shaw Rogers b Apr 22, 1766
Ebenexex* Rogers b Oat 3, 1769 ) 4 Jan 28, 1865
Hathan Giaawell Rogers b oot 12, 1770 ¥
Elisha Merick " b " 1me
Margret Rogers 3
Daniel "" b Jen 16, 1761

b Apr 3. 1784

94

Manuscript Material

Finding a genealogist’s papers
* Papers of Lucius Barnes Barbour and Donald
Lines Jacobus at the Connecticut Historical
Society
* James Swift Rogers Papers at NEHGS

96

32
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Manuscript Papers

o
776
AW 4, 25745,
N /? //a;;/f’f
. FT s

97

Manuscript Papers

98

Manuscript Material by Locality

* Charles Dyer Parkhurst on the New London area

* “Family Records of Ancient Windham,” by
Jonathan Clark (1802-1859) [only at Connecticut
State Library]

* David Williams Patterson manuscript on families
of East Haddam [only at Connecticut Historical
Society]

99

33
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5/7/2024

Other genealogies in Newspapers

» William Weaver, History
of Ancient Windham, BRI L0 X,

ANCURRT WOTDMAN, CONN.

Connecticut, Part 1, A-

Bil(lings) (1864)

* Later articles in the
Willimantic Journal

100

Strategies

101

Use of Suffixes

1823 Marriage of Moses Lyon 3rd

7 R :
Hoscs Ly P ,Qnéﬁ_.,éé—z-‘i_nﬂu ///74”1// Har’s Hovcadigp®s
MerZGe T 123 ey frliansee Fisdast iy S coone e

~
—

T Hifdste o 55, of Vo vy 2828 Loy e (;:/(,(,47‘./»-..4
B T edL -

sbeve b3 oo e bofoy ot Mo gt Gonylost
et e g S

102

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

34



Class 3: Researching Connecticut Ancestors

Moses Lyon 3" (1793-1865)

* First Moses in Ancestral
Line Moses® Lyon (William?,
Caleb?, John*2, William")

* Called “3d” from first
marriage through the 1830s,
then called “2d” until the
early 1860s, then no suffix

5/7/2024

103

Third youngest in town

John Lyon (1647-17023)

John Lyon (1673-1724/5) William Lyon (1675-1731)

Cateb Lyon (1709-1792) = Margatet Lyon (1708-1781) Ebenezer Lyon (1703-1767) Aaron Lyon (17067-1746)

‘Wiliam Lyon (17412-1505) Amos Lyon (1732-1512) Jonathan Lyon (1741-1830)

Moses Lyon "3d" (1793-1863) Moses Lyon (1769-1839) Moses Lyon "2d" (1780-1862)

104

The parents of
Mrs. Tryphena Kendall Paine

* No birth or first marriage record, and
no parents on 1849 death record e

* First husband Eli Kendall dies 1808, -
marries secondly 1809, Amos Paine

* Parents given in 1932 genealogy

105
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5/7/2024
1
Tryphena’s brother
* In 1880 genealogy on her
second husband’s family, she is
identified as a sister of General
William Eaton (1764-1811),
* William was born at
‘Woodstock, son of Nathaniel
and Sarah
* Amos Paine published William’s
biography
106
the husband of a sister of Gen. Eaton (1813)
THE COMPILER's PREFACE
G, Eavon expired, June fst, 1411 Shortly. after bis
decease, several gentlemen, who having a just, entertained a High o
pinion of his talents and services, expressed a wish 1o see a history of
his life and atchievments, believing that in his numerows manuseripts
ple oy judi phyof his
life and a relation of its principal events, that were worthy preserva.
tion + Ropiag at the same time that a volume might be published f
sufficient interestto defray the expense of publication, and perhapy
yield a profit that might do much towards educating bis orphan chil.
dren. Major Asos Paixrof Woodstock, (Con.)the husband of &
sister of Gew. E rom regard to the family, and solely with
2 hope of rebderi . offered to risque the cxpense of pub
Jicstion. Maving been intimately acquainted with EATox, 3nd with
107
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s ° Review
-
> -
- 1. The 19th Century in Connecticut had a
- large shift in the overall population and in
= overall recordkeeping
= 2. Keep a wide net, see what other records
- " .1
» are available for the families and towns
— you are interested in.
-
. 9
-
-
@
-
-
- !
== |
L !
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THANK YOU!
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