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History
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Indigenous Settlement in SE New England Source: Wikimedia Commons - Tribal 
Territories Southern New England
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Source: Wilke and Tager, Historical Atlas of Massachusetts (University of Massachusetts, 1991), p. 12
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Resources for Researching Indigenous 
Settlements
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/native-nations-new-england
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Immigrants to NE, 1620–1640
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Source: Robert Charles Anderson, The Great Migration Begins
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First Connecticut Settlement -
Windsor

• William Holmes 
establishes trading post 
1633 near junction of 
Farmington River and 
Connecticut River

• English counterbalance to 
the Dutch settlement at 
Hartford

• Permanent settlers from 
Dorchester arrive in 1635

Ancient Histories and Genealogies of Windsor, viewed at HathiTrust.org, page 140.
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Founding of Wethersfield
• John Oldham and others from Watertown, MA 1634

• Welcomed by the Wangunk desirous of trading 
beaver pelts

• Merged with Hartford 
and Windsor by 1637

Paullin, Atlas of Historical Geography
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Early Connecticut
1633: Holmes 
from Plymouth 
to Windsor –
1635: settlers 
from Dorchester

1634: Oldham 
& Co. from 
Watertown to 
Wethersfield

1635: Winthrop 
and Gardiner to 
Saybrook

1637: Davenport 
& Eaton to New 
Haven

1636: Hooker  
& Co. from 
Cambridge to 
Hartford
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First Colonies

• Founded by Winthrop and 
Gardiner, 1635

Saybrook

• Merger of Hartford, Windsor and 
Wethersfield towns - 1637

Connecticut River Colony

• Founded by Davenport and 
Eaton, 1637

New Haven

National Geographic: Connecticut ca 1645, accessed 21 Dec 2021
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Consolidation
• 1639: River Colony adopts Fundamental Orders

• 1644: Connecticut River Colony merges with 
Saybrook Colony

• 1662: Connecticut Colony 
receives Royal Charter 
and absorbs New Haven 
Colony
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Pequot War
• Pitted the Pequot who were allied with the Dutch 

against the three colonies in 1636 and 1637

• Pequot allied with the Dutch

• Colonists allied with Mohegan and Narragansett 
tribes

• Pequot tribe was decimated
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King Philip’s War
• Metacom, a member of the Wampanoag, was known 

as King Philip

• Connecticut settlers fearing the Narragansett would 
join with Metacom joined an attack near South 
Kingston, Rhode Island

• No major battles fought
on Connecticut soil

Class 1: Researching Connecticut Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



17th-Century Connecticut Towns
• 1633 Windsor
• 1634 Wethersfield
• 1635 Saybrook
• 1635 Hartford
• 1637 New Haven
• 1639 Branford
• 1639 Fairfield
• 1639 Guilford
• 1639 Milford
• 1639 Stratford
• 1640 Farmington
• 1640 Greenwich
• 1641 Stamford
• 1646 New London

• 1649 Stonington
• 1651 Derby
• 1651 Middletown
• 1651 Norwalk
• 1659 Norwich
• 1662 Haddam
• 1665 Lyme
• 1667 Killingworth
• 1670 Simsbury
• 1670 Wallingford
• 1673 Woodbury
• 1674 Suffield
• 1674 Waterbury
• 1683 Enfield

• 1685 Danbury
• 1686 Mansfield
• 1686 Preston
• 1686 Windham
• 1686 Woodstock
• 1689 Plainfield
• 1690 Canterbury
• 1693 Glastonbury
• 1697 Lebanon
• 1699 Colchester
• 1699 Durham
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Types of Published Resources
• How-to guides

• Finding aids

• Study projects

• Compilations of records 
and genealogies

• Journals and periodicals

• Genealogies and Local 
Histories
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Finding Aids
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Genealogist's Handbook for 
New England Research

• Town and County Lists

• Detailed Maps

• Court Houses

• Library and Archives
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Connecticut Probate Districts; Handbook, p. 18
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New England Marriages Prior to 1700

• Enumerates approximately 99% of all pre-1700 
marriages of New Englanders
– Includes marriages in Europe prior to migrating
– Found 70% of maiden names

• Searchable database on 
AmericanAncestors.org
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Torrey’s New England Marriages 
prior to 1700
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Torrey’s Source List
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Compilations
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Important Compilations
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Collections of the Connecticut 
Historical Society

• From 1860 to 1930, 
Connecticut Historical 
Society published a 
series of key early 
documents from their 
collection
– Archive.org has digitized
– AccessGenealogy has 

index
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Great Migration 
Study Project
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Great Migration Study Project
• Directed by Robert Charles Anderson, FASG

• Started in 1988

• Genealogical and biographical sketch for 
immigrants to New England from 1620 to 1640

• Thirteen published volumes

• Searchable online databases on 
AmericanAncestors.org

• Trace early Connecticut settlers

Class 1: Researching Connecticut Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 33



Who is Included in the Series?
• If person appeared in a record before 1636

• Direct or indirect implication of arrival by the end 
of 1635, even if the record was of a later date

• Documentation of an immediate family of a 
person known to have arrived before 1636
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Early New England 
Families Study Project
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Early New England Families 
• Directed by Alicia Crane Williams

• Genealogical and biographical sketch for those who 
married in New England from 1641 to 1700 (uses 
Torrey as guide)

• Grouped by year of marriage

• Two published volumes

• Searchable at AmericanAncestors.org

• New sketches posted online
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AmericanAncestors.org/publications/early-new-england-research
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Mayflower Families
• Project provides well-documented lineages of the 

ship’s passengers

• At AmericanAncestors.org
– Index of all the 5th Generation 

descendants, their spouses, and children
– Searchable database 

at AmericanAncestors.org
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Journals and 
Periodicals
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Journals and Periodicals
• New England Historical and 

Genealogical Register

• The American Genealogist

• Connecticut Nutmegger

• Connecticut Ancestry

. . . and many more
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Early Connecticut Records
• Vital and church records: birth, baptism, 

marriage, death, burial, gravestone

• Land records: grants and deeds

• Probate records: will, inventory, guardianship 

• Town and Colony:  meetings, actions, records, 
censuses

• Court: lawsuits, probate

• Military records: Colony, town militia
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But First, Jurisdictions
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Jurisdictions for Records

ProbateLandVital Records

Probate 
Districts

TownTown → 
State

Connecticut

CountyCountyTown → StateMaine

CountyCountyTown → StateMassachusetts

CountyCountyTown → StateNew Hampshire

TownTownTown → StateRhode Island

Probate DistrictsTownTown → StateVermont
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Overview of Colonial Government
• Colony 

– Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 1639
– Connecticut Charter – 1662
– General Court of Connecticut

• Towns
– Selectmen
– Elected officers (Town Clerk)
– Responsible for vital records, town grants of land, Overseers 

of the Poor  

• Courts
– 1666 - Hartford, Fairfield, New Haven, and New London for 

probate and other affairs
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Tip
Learn about the town!
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Genealogist’s Handbook for New England 
Research, 6th Ed, Windham County Map, p. 82
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Connecticut Town Pages with Norwich, 
New London County
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/research-guides
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/town-guides
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/connecticut-town-guide
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FamilySearch.org Research Wiki
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Vital
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Vital Records
• Kept by towns since earliest settlement of 

community

• Generally are well-kept, but not always complete

• Originals at Town Clerk’s office or Connecticut 
State Library

• Barbour Collection provides easiest access to 
Connecticut Vital Records

• FamilySearch.org in process of digitizing original 
records
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Barbour Collection
• Compiled under the direction of Lucius Barnes 

Barbour

• Statewide alphabetical slip index – available 
FamilySearch.org

• Bound volumes by town – available 
AmericanAncestors.org, 
Ancestry.com ($), FamilySearch.org
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Town Page (AA)Slip Index (FS)

Barbour Collection
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Allyn BirthsWindsor Town Clerk’s 
Records

Family Search Digitization
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Suffield Records - FS
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American Ancestors Databases
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Vital Record Pitfalls
• Not all VRs were recorded

• Sometime just “son” or “daughter” was recorded

• Events may have occurred in one town, but were 
recorded in another
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Church and Cemetery
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Tip:
Can’t find a VR?

Use substitute sources!
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Church Records
• Baptisms, deaths, and burials

• Admissions of church members

• Disciplinary records

• Letters of dismissal
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Connecticut Church Records
• Most complete holdings of church records are at the Connecticut 

State Library
– Digital listing of their complete church record holdings online

• FamilySearch.org
– “Index cards to vital records of Connecticut churches at the 

Connecticut State Library”
• Index covers one quarter of all records held by Connecticut 

State Library
• Check the FamilySearch.org catalog, by town, for digitized 

original record
– “Connecticut, Church Records, 1660-1955”
– “Connecticut, Marriages, 1630-1997”
– “Connecticut, Births and Christenings, 1649-1906”
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Connecticut Church Records

• “Connecticut, U.S., Church Record Abstracts, 1630-
1920”– Ancestry.com 

• Congregational Church Archives
– Simsbury (1697)
– Lebanon (1697)
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Middletown, CT First Church – Family Search

“Index cards to vital records of Connecticut churches at the Connecticut State Library” 

“Church records, 1668-1871”
Author: First Church of Christ (Middletown, Connecticut)
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17th-Century Connecticut 
Cemetery Records

• Hale Collection: Compilation of vital events from 
cemetery inscriptions and newspaper death notices
– Title at FamilySearch: “Connecticut, Charles R. Hale 

Collection, vital records : COLLECTION RECORD, 
1640-1955” 

– W. P. A. Project (Works Progress Administration) 
directed by Charles R. Hale

• FindAGrave.com
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Town and Colony

Class 1: Researching Connecticut Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 74



Town Records
• Comprised of many different 

types of records: town meeting, 
selectmen’s records, tax rolls, 
proprietors’ records, cattle 
marks, warnings out, pauper 
records, etc.

• Ann Lainhart’s Digging for 
Genealogical Treasure in New 
England Town Records (1996)
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Why are Town Records Important?
• They are one of the most underutilized resources 

from 17th to 19th century

• Offer clues to when an ancestor arrived in a town 
and often when they leave

• Learn about town offices your ancestor held and 
military service

• Valuable resource for female ancestors
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Index to Connecticut Town Records

Index to Connecticut Town Records Annual report of the American Historical Association - 1906 v. 2 
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Where to Find 17th Century Town 
and Colony Records?

• Connecticut Archives index
– “Towns and lands, 1629-1789”: 10 volumes
– “Towns and lands, 1649-1820”: five volumes
– Searchable by name

• Local town & city clerk’s offices, or historical 
societies have originals

• Some town records have been imaged on 
microfilm or digitally from the FHL Library – use 
Catalog  > Place Search
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Colony Records
• Available for
– Colony of Connecticut
– Colony of New Haven
– Colony of Saybrook – vital records only

• Includes:
– Minutes of colonial officials
– Earliest mention of male inhabitants of colony
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Colony Records – Hathi Trust
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Land
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Connecticut Land Deeds
• Earliest land was granted by Connecticut General 

Court to town Proprietors 

• Proprietors distributed land within town

• Records held by towns, digitized by 
FamilySearch.org

• No statewide or county index to deeds
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Where to Locate Proprietor Records
• Town Hall, Town clerk, tax office or assessor

• Libraries and Historical Societies

• Family History Library

• Published transcriptions
– Original distribution of the lands in Hartford among the 

settlers, 1639.
– Proprietors’ Records of the Town of Waterbury, 1677-1761
– Search HathiTrust.org or Archive.org for ancestor’s town
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Archive.org/details/proprietorsrecor00wateiala
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Other Published Sources
• Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut
– Volume 1: 1636 – 1665
– Volume 2: 1665 – 1678
– Volume 3: 1678 - 1689
– Volume 4: 1689 - 1706
– HathiTrust.org or Archive.org

• Use Proprietor records to determine the earliest 
date of settlement for your family
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Inventory of Connecticut Town Records
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Probate
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Connecticut Probate Records
• Proof of death (between date of will and probate)
• Family relationships, widow, legatees
– Personal bequests

• Financial status, land ownership
• Be sure to confirm the accuracy and completeness 

of published records
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Where to Find 17th-Century 
Probate Records

• Charles Williams 
Manwaring, A Digest of Early 
Connecticut Probate Records. 
Volume 1 covers to 1700.  
Available at Archive.org

• AmericanAncestors.org 
(“Connecticut: Early Probate 
Records, 1635-1750”)
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Manwaring’s Record for Winthrop
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Other Sources for Probate Records
• Connecticut State Library: books and loose papers 

– much available through FamilySearch.org

• FamilySearch.org 
– Index:  “General index to probate records : all 

districts in Connecticut 1641-1948”
– “Probate files collection, early to 1880”
– Viewable at Family History Center or Affiliate

• Ancestry.com ($) “Connecticut, Wills and Probate 
Records, 1609-1999”
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Estate of Thomas Miller, 
Middletown, CT

Ancestry.com: “Connecticut, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1609-1999”
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Courts
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Court Records
• Criminal activity by or against 

an ancestor
– Infractions against town or colony 

rules

• Civil actions by or against 
ancestor
– Property, real, animal
– Relations with neighbors
– Social and financial status
– Divorce

• Few images available; FHL 
Microfilm
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Particular Court 1639-1663
• First court to hear probate cases

• Published in Records of the Particular Court of 
Connecticut, 1639-1663 (Hartford, CT: Collections of 
the Connecticut Historical Society) vol. 22

• AmericanAncestors.org: “Connecticut: Records of 
the Particular Court of the Colony of CT, 1687-1688” 
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Court of Particulars
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Court of Assistants
• Appeals court

• Also divorce, murder, witchcraft

• AmericanAncestors.org: “Minutes of the Court of 
Assistants, 1669-1711”
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Court of Assistants - Divorce
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Military
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Military Records
• Two major conflicts: Pequot 

War and King Philip’s War

• Few details for 17th century 
muster rolls
– Mostly Colony records, originals 

at State Archives
– Town records – local militia

• Military history chapters 
appear in many published 
town histories
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Connecticut Soldiers in Pequot War
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Overview

History

Indigenous nations
First settlers
First colonies
Consolidation
Wars

Published Resources

Finding aids
Compilations of 
records and 
genealogies
Study projects
Journals and 
periodicals

Records

Vital
Church and cemetery
Land 
Probate
Town and Colony
Military

Strategies

Understand time and 
place
FAN Club / Cluster 
Research
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Strategies
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Common Challenges
• Distinguishing between people of the same name 

in the same community

• Finding women’s maiden names

• Determining parentage when multiple marriages 
are involved

• Ascertaining the origins of Connecticut settlers
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General Considerations and 
Suggestions

• You may not find one “smoking-gun” record; you may 
need to build a case with multiple records

• Essential Strategy:  Research the ancestors associates 
and neighbors (Cluster Research or FAN Club 
Research)

• Some records may be less reliable than others; seek 
originals if you can

• May need to have, and exhaust, several working 
theories
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General Considerations and 
Suggestions

• Create a complete timeline with probate, land 
records, military, or any possible record

• While not culturally consistent, some families used 
naming patterns
– Surnames as first names or less common first names 

can be clues of earlier kinships and origins

• Do not assume a woman’s name at marriage is her 
maiden name; could be a first married name
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Strategy for Sorting 
Common Names

• What makes each person unique?
– Dates of vital events
– Names of wife and children
– Specific plot of land occupied

• Timeline valuable in common names situations
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Strategy for Finding the 
Maiden Name

• Who were the neighbors? 

• Who are the associates of the husband?

• If the family were early settlers, where did they migrate 
from?
– Earliest settlers of Woodstock were from Roxbury, MA
– Ebenezer Grosvenor of Roxbury arrived in Pomfret, the 

town south of Woodstock, in 1699 and married Ann ??? 
In 1707

– Correlation of births in Roxbury, MA settlers of 
Woodstock narrowed possible candidates to Ann 
Massey/Marcy and Ann Lyon
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And keep in mind . . .
• Terms of kinship may have different meanings in 

17th-century:
– Nephew and nieces may be referred to as “cousins”
– Sometimes “brother” or “sister” can be indications of 

brothers and sisters within a faith
– “Father” and “Mother” could refer to in-laws

• Use of “Jr” and “Sr” typically mean younger versus 
older and don’t necessarily mean kinship

Class 1: Researching Connecticut Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 109



Summary
• Don’t rely on just one record set

• Don’t reinvent the wheel - look at published 
sources in combination with originals

• Keep up with scholarly publications 

• More and more records are being indexed and 
digitized everyday
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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