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The Whereabouts of Gabriel1 Meade of 
Dorchester, Massachusetts, Prior to Emigration

Randy A. West

In an 18 April 2018 online posting to the Google Groups forum soc.genealogy.
medieval, Vance Mead provided a link to his research of the English origin 
of Gabriel1 Meade of Dorchester, Massachusetts.[1] Mead found the marriage 
of Gabriel Meade to Joan Frewin on 17 July 1628 in Henley on Thames, 
Oxfordshire, as well as a son Abel of this couple baptized and buried there in 
1629 and a daughter Sarah baptized there in 1632.[2] As the immigrant had a 
wife named Joan and as Gabriel is an uncommon given name, it is reasonable 
to conclude that these records very likely pertain to the immigrant.

Gabriel immigrated to New England in 1637[3] and had several children 
baptized in Dorchester, including a daughter Sarah in 1643.[4] Therefore, if the 
records in Henley belong to the immigrant, the Sarah baptized there must have 
died before this date. In addition, Gabriel had a daughter Lydia who married 
James1 Burgess in Boston, Massachusetts, on 19 October 1652.[5] Assuming 
she was age 20 at marriage, Lydia would have been born in England say 1632. 
As baptisms in the Henley parish register appear to be complete between 1632 
and 1637, Gabriel probably resided elsewhere in England before emigration.

Fortunately, a record was created that indicates when and where Gabriel 
removed. In 1605 the borough court of High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, 
a parish about 11 miles northeast of Henley, required that strangers coming 
into the town “had sureties who could guarantee the town against any future 
possibility that the newcomers or their children might make claims upon the 
borough’s resources for relief from poverty.”[6] In 1634 “Gabriel Meade, His 
wife & family, [a] Weaver” gave such a bond to the borough.[7] The following 
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entries in the parish registers and bishops’ transcripts of High Wycombe were 
found for the family of Gabriel Meade:

4 April 1635	 Baptism	 Lydia Meade filia Gabr[faint] et Joan[faint] ux[8]

25 March 1636	 Burial	 Sarah Meade fil: Gabrieli[9]

The above information is used in the following genealogical summary for 
Gabriel1 Meade.

Genealogical Summary
Gabriel1 Meade was baptized in Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire, on 4 
October 1590,[10] son of ThomasA and Emlin (Carter) Meade.[11] He married 
there on 17 July 1628 Joan Frewin.[12] About 1637 “Gabriel Meade” and 
“Joanna Meade” were admitted to the Dorchester, Massachusetts, church.[13] 
Gabriel became a freeman of the Massachusetts Bay Colony on 2 May 1638.[14] 
He died in Dorchester on 12 May 1666 as “Gabriel Mede aged about 77.”[15] The 
will of “Gabriell Mead of dorchester” dated 15 January 1654[/5] and proved 17 
July 1667 gave to “Joanna my louinge wife . . . my sonne Isreall . . . my sonne 
dauid . . . my daughter lidia . . . my daughters Experience Sarah and patient.”[16] 
His widow was married again after 4 December 1668 to John1 Eddy[17] and she 
died in Watertown, Massachusetts, on 25 August 1683 as “Johanna Eddy wife 
of John Eddy Sen[ior] . . . Aged abought 80 yeares.”[18]

Children of Gabriel1 and Joan (Frewin) Meade, iv–viii, bp. Dorchester:

	 i.	 Abel2 Meade, bp. Henley on Thames, 16 Dec. 1629,[19] bur. there, 22 Dec. 
1629.[20]
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10	 St. Mary, Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire, parish register, 1558–1734, Oxfordshire, England, 
Church of England Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1538–1812, database at Ancestry.com, image 
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	 ii.	 Sarah Meade, bp. Henley on Thames, 30 Aug. 1632,[21] bur. High Wy-
combe, 25 March 1636.

	 iii.	 Lydia Meade, bp. High Wycombe, 4 April 1635; m. (1) Boston, Mass., 19 
Oct. 1652, James1 Burgess,[22] who died by 31 Jan. 1670[/1] (his inven-
tory).[23] Lydia m. (2) by 18 Aug. 1679, John Smith.[24]

	 iv.	 Israel Meade, bp. 2 Sept. 1639,[25] d. Lexington, Mass., 6 Aug. 1714;[26] m. 
Cambridge, Mass., 26 Feb. 1669[/70], Mary Hall,[27] d. Lexington, in 
Oct. 1692,[28] daughter of Thomas1 Hall.[29]

	 v.	 Experience Meade, bp. 23 Jan. 1641/2;[30] m. Dorchester, 4 Dec. 1663, Jabez  
Heaton,[31] d. Boston, 16 May 1676,[32] son of Nathaniel1 Heaton.[33]
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	 vi.	 Sarah Meade (again), bp. 4 Feb. 1643/4,[34] living 30 Dec. 1711 (exhib-
ited her husband’s will);[35] m. Dorchester, 31 [sic] Nov. 1664, Samuel 
Eddy,[36] d. Watertown, 22 Nov. 1711,[37] son of John1 Eddy.[38]

	 vii.	 Patience Meade, bp. 29 March 1646,[39] d. Dorchester, 22 May 1670;[40] m. 
there, 28 April 1669, Matthias Evans,[41] son of Richard1 Evans.[42]

	 viii.	 David Meade, bp. 7 July 1650;[43] d. Woburn, Mass., in Oct. 1727;[44] m. 
Watertown or Cambridge, 24 or 26 Sept. 1675, Hannah Warren,[45] 
daughter of Daniel2 (John1) Warren.[46]
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