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Hallie Kirchner,
Genealogist

Ohio in Federal
Records

5
s,
What's held where?
Federal Local (county, town, etc.)
» Census * Vital records
« Military (most) * Church/religious and
cemetery records
* Military land * 19%-century naturalizations
*+ 20%-century naturalizations ¢ Tax records
* Passenger arrival records * Newspapers
* Deed records
* Court and probate records
6
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Federal Records: Census

* Population Schedules

— Decennial census of the population of the U.S.

— Widely available online

— 1800: Washington County [Adams, Belpre, Gallipolis,
Marietta, Middletown, Newport, Newtown, Salem,
Waterford]

— 1810: Washington County [Adams, Belpre, Fearing,
Grand View, Marietta, Newport, Roxburg, Salem,
Warren, Waterford, Wesley, Worcester]

— 1820: 58 counties

— Up to 1950 available

Federal Records: Census

* Agricultural Schedules
— Farm production
— On Ancestry: 1850-1880

* Industry Schedules

— Business operations
manufacturing goods,
business valued over $500

— On Ancestry: 1850-1880

* Mortality Schedules

— Deaths in the year
preceding the census

— On Ancestry: 1850-1880

Federal Records: Census Tips

* Webinar “Using the U.S. Federal Census,”

https://www.americanancestors.org/video-
library/using-us-federal-census

* Webinar, “The Federal Census: Moving Beyond
the Population Schedule,”

https://www.americanancestors.org/video-
library/federal-census-moving-beyond-

population-schedule
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Federal Records: Military

* Many Rev War veterans settle in Ohio because of
the Virginia Military District and U.S. Military
District

— Revolutionary War Pensions, Bounty Land,
Pension Roll

* Participation as a state in all conflicts beginning
with the War of 1812

10

Federal Records: Military

* Draft registrations

 Service records

* Veteran gravestone
registrations

11

Federal Records: Naturalizations

* Bureau of Immigration
and Naturalization
created in 1906,

o SWTES OF 4y, T
“‘“"m‘ Moq

standardizing the
process

— Fewer types of courts
able to grant
naturalizations (i.e. no

more local courts)

— Standardized forms used
throughout the U.S.

12
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Federal Records: Naturalization
Tips
* Free guide available at

https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/naturali
zation-records?refreshed=true

£ American Ancestors,

Search Events Join Give e

PR

Introduction

HOW-TO GUIDES

13

Ohio Vital Records

What are vital records?

* Records pertaining to vital events - birth,
marriage, and death

* Civil records - created by a government body
(town, county, state) rather than a religious
institution

* Key records for genealogists because they can be
used to verify identity and connect one generation
to another

15
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Basics of Vital Records

* What a vital record looks like depends on time and place

* Earlier records typically contain less information, may be
in a register/spreadsheet style rather than a certificate

* County-level births and deaths begin in 1867
— Early records are incomplete

* State registration of births and deaths began in 1908

* County-level marriages begin at date of county formation
(typically), state-level registration begun in 1949

* Marriage records issued by county probate courts

4/13/2024

16

Basics of Vital Records

.

Most Ohio vital record databases contain a variety
of record types

The date range given in the database title may be
misleading, with only a few records from the
earliest or latest dates given

An easy way to find relevant collections is the
FamilySearch Wiki page:

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Ohio Vital

Records

17

Basics of Vital Records

* Index: most stripped-down, may contain onlg name, date, location,
and reference to original (i.e. certificate number)
— May be an image or a transcription

 Image or original: a copy of the complete register page or certificate

 Transcription: data abstracted from an original record, may or may
not be complete
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Birth Records

Typically begin in 1867

Religious institutions may have records of births prior
to that date, but those are not official birth records

— For example, a birth date may appear in a church
baptismal record

Indexes on Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, and
MyHeritage

» Images on FamilySearch.org: Ohio, County Births,
1841-2003

— Some delayed and amended records included

— Not all counties have all years

19

Early Birth Records

» Circa 1867-1907

* Most are register/spreadsheet style

* Not in perfect chronological order

* Many babies listed without a name

¢ Should contain full names of both parents

20

Geauga County Birth Register, 1869-1871

21
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Ohio, U.S., Births and Christenings
Index, 1774-1973

* Database on Ancestry.com - transcriptions and
index only

» Compiled from a variety of birth and baptismal
records from Ohio

+ Contains some errors! Possibly no 18 century
births in this collection
— Ohio was not settled until after the Rev War

ANCEStTY  Mome Tiees Sesch Memares DNA oo PO @
Thomas Hughes GPnt 2 Share
in the Ohio, U.S., Births and Christenings Index, 1774-1973
Ootail
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Supposedly born in Ohio before it is settled I . A
/ _ocation of original image

Ohio Birth Record on Ancestry.com

23

FamilySearch Catalog

| Sumames. | Ttes | Author | Subjects | Keywors Other Catalogs to
Consider

Avallability
(-]

Using the FamilySearch Catalog to locate the original

24
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Famiy Tree Sewch Memories Gt Imvoived  Activites 00O DL h

Refine your search

Search by:

Print List

s91394

Avaitability

upaate

Catalog search results

25

This collection is also searchable

Subje
Locality Subjects
Film/Digital Nates
Note Location Cotlection/ shett Fim  Imaoe Group Number
v
Bonadad gorss s0uzoce am
Beamcand  goies 4017009 Q

A 1774 birth in a collection that covers 1867-1891?

Description of collection

26

One of the FamilySearch databases contains the same questionable data

9 ® ® G 4 = Recordinformation %
——
Results (3) = pru Portage, Ohio, United
States
Note  Partage. Ohio
Name / Events and Relationships Thomas Hughes's Parents and Siblings
/ ore

Thomas Hughes Christening Portage, Ofio, United States
principal v p— - v
Ohio Births and Cheistenings, 1821-1962  parit port™
B Parents Wiliam H. Fughes, Ann Daiis

Themas Hughes Birth 1884
’ Pari, Portage, Ohio, Uni

States

vy Births, 19412003 Parents Wiliam . Hughes, Ann Daits

B ® £

d Buriale, 18541997

Collection search results

27
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Thomas Hughes Birth Register, 1884 25 Feb 1884

28

Early Marriage Records

* Earliest records contain
names of bride and
groom, date of marriage,
name of officiant

* Format can vary county
to county, but typically
some type of register
with multiple entries per
page

29

Marriage Records

* May contain multiple parts with multiple dates:

— License or application (completed before the
ceremony)

— Return or certificate (completed after the ceremony)

* Images on Ancestry.com

— Okhio, U.S., County Marriage Records, 1774-1993

* Images on FamilySearch.org

— Ohio, County Marriages, 1789-2016 (note that not all
counties have all years in the database title)

30
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Ohio, U.S., County Marriage Records, 1774-1993

Highland County Marriage, 1816

31
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Ohio, County Marriages, 1789-2016
Highland County Marriage, 1886

32
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Ohio, County Marriages, 1789-2016
Highland County Marriage, 1886

33
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i

Ohio, County Marriages, 1789-2016
Highland County Marriage, 1952

34

Early Death Records

* Register/spreadsheet style used until 1908

* Early records held at the county level

¢ Images on Ancestry.com
— Ohio, U.S., Select County Death Records,1840-1908

* Images on FamilySearch.org
— Ohio, County Death Records, 1840-2001

* Index on FamilySearch.org

36
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i o by e e | i
. Ohio, U.S,, Select County Death Records,1840-1908
8 Death Register

37

Death Records: 1908 On

* Death records 1908-1971 are held at the Ohio History
Connection

* Indexes available on Ancestry.com, FamilySearch,
FindMyPast, and MyHeritage

» Images 1908-1953 available on FamilySearch
— Ohio Deaths, 1908-1953

* Transcriptions 1958-2018 available on Ancestry

— Ohio, U.S., Death Records, 1908-1932, 1938-2018 (note
that this collection contains both transcriptions and
indexes but no certificates)

38
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in the Ohio, U.S., Death Records, 1908-1932, 1938-2018
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Ohio, U.S., Death Records, 1908-1932, 1938-2018

Ohio Death Record - Transcription

39
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. Ohio, U.S., Death Records, 1908-1932, 1938-2018
Ohio Death Index - Ancestry

40
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Indax, 7741973

Ohio, U.S., Death Records, 1908-1932, 1938-2018

Ohio Death Index
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Ohio Death Certificate - FamilySearch
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QUESTIONS?

Tax Records

Why use tax records?

* Substitute for: census, land, probate
* Particularly true for pre-1820

* May survive for counties where many other
records do not

* Put ancestor(s) at a certain time and place

* May shed light on ancestor’s economic
status, standing in community, and movements

45
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History of Taxation in Ohio

* Taxation began in 1792 * Various laws passed in the
when Ohio was still a 1820s and 1830s change
territory what can be taxed

* 1795 law allowed for * State constitution of 1851
election by ballot of a town introduces a uniformity to
tax assessor the tax system

* 1799 law redefines what can ¢ 1910 - Tax Commission
be taxed created to centralize tax

. functions previously divided

* Early laws allowed for taxing among various agencies and

of land based on soil quality departments

— three rates for land —
continues until the 1820s

46

Tax Record Basics

Records produced yearly, typically at the county level

List the names of property owners (real estate) and individuals
with significant amounts of personal property

Searchable database on Ancestry, FamilySearch, and
AmericanAncestors.org: Ohio Tax Records, 1800-1850

Tax records accessible through the FamilySearch.org catalog at
the county level

May be available in published form

NOTE: Early Ohio land purchasers who obtained land from the
federal government were exempt from taxes for five years.

47
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Ge One rate for land, plus
additional tax types

4/13/2024

Published tax records

* Several early (ca. 1800-1810) tax lists are now
published

* Allows for quicker research and comparison - no
guessing at handwriting, guaranteed alphabetical
order

* Can help you locate original records

50

1800-1810 Tax Lists

* Published by Ronald
Vern Jackson in 1978

* Contains one large
alphabetical list of
taxpayers in Ohio,
showing name, county,
township, and year

51
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Resident proprietors of the
Connecticut Western Reserve, 1804

¢ 1804 Ohio tax list

¢ Printed 1942 and revised
1963

* Alphabetical list with
details about title and
property location

* Also a searchable database
on Ancestry.com

52

Military Records

Official roster of the soldiers of the
state of Ohio in the War of the
Rebellion, 1861-1866

* Published under the authority of the General
Assembly of Ohio between 1886 and 1895

¢ 12 volumes

* Organized by regiment — company - rank - alphabet

» Contains brief unit histories, names, ranks, ages, date
enlisted, term of service, remarks (discharge,
promotion, killed in action, transferred)

* Available on Archive.org

54

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 18



Class 3: Ohio Family History Research 4/13/2024

Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry

Official roster of the soldiers ...in the War
of the Rebellion

55

Ohio In The War: Her Statesmen,
General, and Soldiers

* By Whitelaw Reid, first published 1868, 2 volumes

— Vol. 1: history of Ohio during the war, biographical
sketches of military leaders

— Vol. 2: regimental histories and rosters

* Longer regimental histories, shorter rosters than
the Official Roster

* Available on Archive.org

56

Ohio, Veterans Home Deaths and
Burials, 1889-1930

e Database on
FamilySearch.org

* Contains information
from the Veterans Home
in Sandusky regarding
Union soldiers

* Name -
regiment/service —
death date - burial
information - age

57
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Official Roster of Ohio Soldiers,
Sailors, and Marines in the World
War, 1917-18

23 volumes containing over 250,000 names, published
1926-1929 by the Governor and Adjutant General
— Vol. 1-19: Army
— Vol. 20-21: Navy
— Vol. 22: Marines
— Vol. 23: Addenda

* Contains names and addresses of soldiers with birthplace,
enlistment, rank, service, and discharge information

* Also searchable on Ancestry.com

4/13/2024

58

DABAU, GEORGE, NA Akron, 0. Sept 22/17, Er Austnz 29 11/12 yrs.
1965570, White, Co G 332 Inf to Jan 23/18; Dep Brig to Apr
cnnsylvania Ave, 23/18; Co B Prov Bn SAF’ Sch to Oct 21/18; 158
NE, Dep Brig to Nov 6/18; Oct Aut Repl Draft Cp Lce
Canton, O. Va Dec 1|/18 168 Dep Brig to disch. Pvt. Hon
disch Dec 80/1

Official Roster of Ohio Soldiers...in the
World War, 1917-18

59

Ohio, World War | Statement of

Service Cards
* Online database at FamilySearch.org, images only
visible at an affiliate or center

* Naval and Marine Corps service as well as out-of-
state enlistments

* May contain name, age at enlistment, race, home
address, location where enlisted, rank, service
number, details of service, and date of discharge

60
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Ohio, World War | Statement of

Service Cards
Database Entry Image

Name  Frederick Wallace Abbott
Age 21years

11N 200 OLASS. 217 O

Birth Date 9 October 1895 oo SIS T8 G 220 O
10 5

LAKES Ll -1 11
Residence Place Newark, Licking, Ohio  REGEIVING S1P PHILADEL- | | 2
Fnin Par smimta | Grzmio 3
Event Type  Military Service B2 o ol "“] Cera il P
Event Date 27 August 1917 ot rolonsed. brtedling
Event Place  Frederick, Miami, Ohio, United !
States L e REcEIR SIS VO BT e BLEL 157 oSS,

61

Town or County
Enumerations

Local Census Records

Lista th Male Ihabiants above te ge of Tweny-on Years,

* No state census, but some
towns or counties took
additional enumerations
between federal censuses

— quadrennial enumerations to
etermine voting districts
(eligible voters only)
— school censuses

* Not easily accessible but a
good supplement if available

* May be available at FHL, Ohio
History Connection, Western
Reserve Historical Society, or
some universities

63
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Adams
Allen

*  Ashtabula
Auglaize
Belmont
Butler
Champaign

*  Clermont
Clinton
Columbiana

Coshocton

Crawford
Darke
Defiance
Erie
Fairfield
Gallia
Greene
Hardin
Henry
Highland

Holmes

Huron
Lake
Lawrence
Licking
Lucas
Mahoning
Mercer
Miami
Ottawa
Ottawa

Perry

Local Census Records

Pickaway
Portage
Putnam
Ross
Sandusky
Seneca
Union

Van Wert
Washington
Williams

‘Wood

4/13/2024

64

65

School Census, Ottawa County, 1840

66
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Local Enumerations Handout

£73 American Ancestors
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County Probate
Records

Why use probate records?

¢ Can be used as a death record substitute

* Can link together generations, often with explicit
relationships (“my son,” “my beloved wife,” “my
granddaughter, daughter of my deceased

daughter...”)

* Contain descriptions of real and personal
property

69
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Basics of Probate Records

* Filed at the county level at the probate court

* Not just wills: also inventories, letters of
administration, settlements, sale bills, etc.
— May have one or many of these documents for an
individual
— Can be loose (as a file or packet, usually these are
originals) or bound (into volumes, usually copies)

* A deceased individual does not necessarily have
probate records

* Typically begin at the same date as the county

70

Basics of Probate Records

On FamilySearch.org,
organized in the catalog
by county

— Typically browse-only

— Usually a separate index

Searchable database on
Ancestry.com: Ohio,
U.S., Wills and Probate
Records, 1786-1998

71

United States, Ohio, Geauga - Probate records ( 9

Ohio. County Court

nio. Probate Court (Geauga County); Ohio. County Court
(Geauga County)

Geauga County Probate on FamilySearc

72
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Probate records, 1806-1941

A5 to print List

Notes

Geauga County Probate on FamilySea

73

Digital Notes

ection/Shell

5438600

”‘“ DENIRAL INDEX o PRIBATE REOORDS, Gaxge Cresty, O,

e
3 : o Viathoze |
E s ”
Geauga County Probate Index ol : 5 S
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Available Experiments

Chasse an experiment, try it out, and use the Feedback button on the left side ta tell us what
youthink,

- . o) ~
I
Expand your search with Full Text Family Group Trees Find Help with AI Search
Unlock hidden discaveries in historical records Gather your family into.a groug, and see the Explore how an Al-assisted search might
that hava never baen searchatie until now. same Iing tree. Ervich your history with provide better guidance and halp for oing

photos, staries, and sources. research and using the FamilySearch website
TURN OFF

FamilySearch La

77
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Start your search

Enter a keyword to begin

Find Results with Full-
Text Search

ditional collections
being adde ore information bel
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et Seach Memories Getlnvohed  Adtitie
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B e e
|
Results (554)
|

Ritters:  Cosect
|

{

| Filter by Record Type
{

yselected Fiter

Brawse in Legal

WHam Niece did execute and deliver | to). W . Twensby

‘Wallam Niece of the County of Hill and State of Texas

APPLY

Garland, Arkansas. United States Deed 1880

Full-Text Search Database Results

79

Hill County, State of Tex.

Things to look for in probate
records

* Names and relationships of relatives and heirs

¢ Names of witnesses (FAN network)

* Property descriptions

¢ Date of will and date it was proved in court

* Settlement documents (receipts or accounts)
stating who received what

80

QUESTIONS?
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County
Naturalizations

Naturalization: A Multi-Step
Process

* Oversight of naturalization has changed but it has
remained a multi-step process since 1790

* Declaration of Intent — could be filed after meeting
residency requirement (typically 5 years, but changed
a few times between 1790 and 1802)

* Petition - filed 2 to 3 years after declaration

* Oath of allegiance — sworn oath taken when
citizenship was granted

* Certificate — given to the new citizen and not usually
found in court records

83

Pre-1906 Naturalizations

* Took place at a variety of courts: county, superior,
or common pleas courts; state and U.S. circuit and
district courts; also municipal, police, criminal,
chancery, probate, surrogate, and marine

» Paperwork was not standardized so files from
different courts look different

* Different pieces of paperwork could be filed at
different court or in different counties

* Not many details about the immigrant collected

84
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Ohio Naturalization Guide

* https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Ohio Natu
ralization and Citizenship

Ohio Wiki Topics.

B=

Beginning Research

Contents i

Record Types

& et Online Resources e«
< 17351025

[ —
© 1800-1977 o ot b

85

United States, Ohio, Lucas - Naturalization and citizenship ( 7 )

Lucas County Naturalization Records on FamilySea

86

Eramay ForsdyToce  Seatch  Memoies  Getimohied  Acttie: | 9O @D L Hmwm

Becods Imioss Bamivlee Genesiooies Qe Books Wi |

Ohio, County
Naturalization Records,
1800-1977

Index and images of naturalization records from county
courthouses in Ohio. The record content and available
years vary by county, though most content falls between
1818 and 1954

Q searcH

(@ HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

Ohio County Naturalizations Database

87
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Family Tree Sesrch  Memories Get Tnvolved  Actvities PO O L h

Browse collection

88

Famsiy Tree  Search Memories Get Involved  Acuvies 00O WL nowmn

Browse collection

89

Browse collection

90
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Declaration of intention (1896)
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Name ————
Birth country/natmm]lty
Arrival date ——

Date of declaration
Sponsors (FAN club) ———

—

Naturalization petition (1899)

92

Naturalization search tips

* Because there were several steps, you'll get several
hits for the same individual

* Women obtained citizenship through their
husbands until 1922

¢ The 1870, 1900, 1910, 1920, and 1930 censuses
asked about citizenship

— Al =alien
— Pa = first papers
— Na = naturalized

93
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Published Histories
and Genealogies

Why use published history books?

* Provide context and

develop a better .
understanding of a place PIONEER
and time GENERAL l:..:- ORY OF

* Learn about migration GEAUGA COUNTY,

Eatterns, important dates,
oundary changes, and
more

* Discover information
about church formation
and membership

95

Early histories

* Many town/county/state histories published in the
19t century and early 20 century

* Typically less analytical than late-20th or 21¢t
century histories

— Cut and dry, names and dates

* Often contain biographical sketches of prominent
figures

96
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4/13/2024

Early histories of the state

Historical Collections of
Ohio by Henry Howe
(many editions)

History of Ohio: the rise
and progress of an
American state by E.O.

Randall, 5 vols (1912)
History of Ohio: Historical

and Biographical by
Charles Burleigh
Galbreath, 5 vols (1925)

97

one of the most industrious and enterprising farmers of the place.
Pettibone, with his only son, Rufus, and a daughter, emigrated from
Connecucut, to Portage county, Ohio, and from thence to Bainbridge,

they settled in the summer of 1832, on the farm now occupied by Rufus
$01 V. Mr. |Imm st., resided on the hrm uII his death,

He was a
aa church. I
n nu; have a

eymour, ;. Oscar, Sarah,

in, Jml wo \Al:un names we cannot now
3 | were among the

efficient in the count

n
f each week. am C., who was one of the
tominent men of the place, died in 1877. He left five sons and as many
ters: most of them reside in Bainbridge.

William Chase, a blacksmith, from the State of New York, came to the place

Pioneer and General History of Geauga County: With
Sketches of Some of the Pioneers and Prominent Men
(1880)

98

History of the Western Reserve

By Harriet Taylor Upton, 3
volumes, published 1910

* Separate every-name index
published in 1988

* 30 chapters, including 12
focused on specific counties

Includes histories of institutions
(banking, newspapers,
cemeteries, schools)

99
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Genre: “Biographical/memorial
record”

* Keywords: biography, memorial, memoir, portrait, album

* Book made up largely of biographical sketches of
prominent local figures and state or national politicians
(i.e. governors and presidents)

* Sketches often include brief genealogies or family histories

* Examples

— The biographical cyclopaedia and portrait gallery with an
historical sketch of the state of Ohio, 5 volumes (1883-1891)

— A portrait and biographical record of Portage and Summit
counties, Ohio, 2 volumes (1898)

— Biographical history of northeastern Ohio (1893)
— Memoirs of the Lower Ohio Valley, 2 volumes (1905)

100

The Ohio Surname Index

* https://www.familysearch.org
[search/catalog/86323

— Browse only

Tewis Pub. Co., Chidago, 1900,

. Gon. & Blog. Recotd of Miami
¢ Index to 450,000 names in Somty, oblo, ISR

Part II-

published Ohio histories =

* Compiled by the DAR in
1984

101

Genealogical and Biographical Record of I *
Miami County, Ohio remer 7

102
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Henry R. Baldwin Genealogical

Records
* 67 volumes of compiled research on eastern Ohio
families with 8 vol index

* Manuscript “published” by Youngstown Public
Library

* Includes data from cemetery, military, court,
church, and family records

103

WorldCat.org

* Multi-library catalog for locating published and
unpublished materials

* Sort by location (zip code) to easily filter to
libraries nearest you

Y WorldCat’

104

SworldCat

WorldCat.org

105
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Archive.org

¢ The Internet Archive

* Digital repository for books, movies, music, and
websites

* Contains both free out-of-print books to search,
browse, and download AND borrowable digital
books for reading in-browser

106

)

Internet Archive is a non-profit ibrary of milions of

i

Archive.org

107

Ohio and its people
o

Archive.org

108
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FamilySearch.org Book Library
*  https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/

* Contains digitized books, many of which are not available
elsewhere

* Focus on genealogies and local history books

* Books also appear in the catalog

* Note that different volumes of the same work are not
linked together in any way

* Can search for a book title or a phrase
— “History of the Western Reserve”
— “Jonathan Arthur Allen”

109

FamilySearch Digital Library

ver 500,000 genealagy boo vooks, and more.

| @ VIEW SEARCH TIPS

https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/

110

Bonus Records

111
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Diocese Of Toledo Catholic Parish
Records 1796-2004

* Browsable collection on
FindMyPast

* Organized by parish

* Includes sacramental
and cemetery records

112

Encyclopedia of American Quaker
Genealogy

ENCYCLOPEDIA ¢ Volumes 4-5 cover Ohio

OF

meetings

* Extracts from Monthly
Meeting minutes
including births,
marriages, removals,
and disciplinary actions

* Searchable database on
Ancestry.com

113

Physical Repositories

114
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What’s held where?

Federal Local (county, town, etc.)
o Census * Vital records
« Military (most) * Church/religious and
cemetery records
* Military land * 19-century naturalizations

+ 20%™-century naturalizations ¢ Tax records

* Passenger arrival records * Newspapers

¢ Deed records

* Court and probate records

4/13/2024
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What'’s held where?

Federal Local (county, town, etc.)
* Typically held at a National ~ » Lots of possibilities
Sluelbiives el iy — County courthouse
— County clerk

— State or local library
— Historical society

116

National Archives - Chicago

* Repository for federal records from agencies and
courts in Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, Indiana,
Minnesota, and Wisconsin

* Many NARA records are digitized and available
on Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, and
Fold3.com

117
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National Archives - Chicago
Naturalizations

Petition Declarations

State District i N Petitions
Indexes of Intention

OH Northern Toledo 1875-1991 1869-1990 1909-1991
Cleveland 1855-1991 1855-1943 1855-1991

Southern Cincinnati 1852-1942 1861-1956 1859-1963
Columbus e 1917-1950 1917-1947

Dayton 1916-1951 1916-1951

4/13/2024
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Ohio History Connection

* Formerly the Ohio Historical Society

* “..carries out history services for Ohio and its
citizens focused on preserving and sharing the
state’s history”

* Includes the History Center, National Afro-
American Museum & Cultural Center, State

Archives & Library, and State Historic =
'
Preservation Office %
H !s"ll!ORY
CONNECTION

119

Ohio History Connection

* Repository for:

— Death records 1908-1970 (or 71)

— Land entry books for Congress Lands, U.S. Military
District, and VA Military District

— Muster rolls from War of 1812 to Spanish-
American War

— Newspapers

— Prison records including Ohio State Penitentiary,
Ohio State Reformatory, Reformatory for Women,
Industrial School, county jail registers

120
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Ohio History Connection

* Research guides for various subjects available at

https://www.ohiohistory.org/research/archives-
library/ (scroll down)

D=4

)

Archives &
Library

%

)

4/13/2024
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Western Reserve Historical Society
*  https://www.wrhs.org/

* Located in Cleveland, founded
1867

* Mission: preserve and present the
history of northeastern Ohio A

*  Museum, library, and archive

— “..museum °b§Cts’ published
materials (rare books, maps,
broadsides, etc.), manuscripts
(personal papers, records,
photographs, etc.)

enealogical and famil
istory (funeral home indexes,
family bibles, family histories,
etc.), and historical
properties.”

122

Western Reserve Historical Society

* Unique collections include church, funeral home,
cemetery, and Bible records

* Library contains atlases and histories of most
Ohio counties

* Currently closed after a fire in 2023 - check website
for updates

123
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Ohio Genealogical Society

¢ Located in Bellville, Ohio

* Unique collections include 4,000 indexed Bible
records, business and funeral home records, high
school and college yearbooks, store ledgers, and
more (title list online)

* Digitized books and manuscripts available for
members

124

0GS 2014 Conference  Store Bl

SearchDatabase  Genealogy Resources  Events  About  Education m

The Samuel D. Isaly Library

Your Path to the Collections at the Ohio Genealogical Society

What You Need to Discover Your
Family History...More
Information...More Help

https://www.ogs.org/visit-the-library/

125

Digital Repositories

126
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AmericanAncestors.org

¢ Ohio Tax Records, 1800-1850

* Ohio County Naturalizations, 1800-1977 (index)

* North American Cemetery Transcriptions from
NEHGS Manuscripts, 1642-1977 (contains records
from Fulton County, Ohio)

American
Ancestors,

Y

127

FamilySearch.org

* Ohio births, marriages, and deaths

* County-level records such as deeds, probates, court,
and tax records

» Town or parish records such as cemetery and church
records

* Digital books

» Fewer searchable collections than Ancestry.com, but
more well-organized

Use the catalog to navigate to the collection of interest

128
Ancestry.com
* Federal records that pertain to Ohio
* Ohio marriages
* Ohio birth and death indexes
* Good for general searches
129
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Western Reserve Historical Society

* https://catalog.wrhs.org/genresources/search

* Online “Genealogy Index” searches 320,000
entries from records in the collection but does not
search everything held at WRHS

— More information and sources at:

https://www.wrhs.org/research/library/genealogy/d
atabase/

¢ Limited information available in search results but
useful to locate new sources

130

WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

| s some

e ot Skt v St S et e

=

Kopmont

Searen P Caecions

https://catalog.wrhs.org/genresources/search

131

WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WRHS Genealogy Index Search Results

Cometery:

P

WRHS Genealogy Index Search Results

132
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OhioMemory.org

* Digital collections of the Ohio History
Connection and partners

— Partners include local libraries, Ohio National
Guard, historic sites and museums, and more

» Newspapers, photographs, plat maps, oral
histories, fine art, flags, and local history
collections

¢ Search or browse

133

Ol

HIO  ronsmer

134

Collections

https://ohiomemory.ohiohistory.org/collections

135
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Conclusion

* Many record types are available at the county level

* Use county and local records to supplement
federal records

* Look for other record types that can serve as
census and vital record substitutes

* Look at state and local repositories for unique
collections

136

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

137
Consultations
Book a one-on-one 5
consultation with [= ;ﬁlil
agenealogist and : *
receive help with your - A
family history research! [ o
AmericanAncestors.org/ -
: M
Expert-Help/Consultations @ scan e
138
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£3 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give 1w
Conters 8 intiatives

Ohio Family History Research 2024

Zoom Link for Live Sessions:

www.AmericanAncestors.org/ohio-family-history-research-2024
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright ©2024
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