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Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Class 2: Identifying the Church

Researching Catholic 
Ancestors

Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist

Finding the Church
• Examine previously found marriage and death

records

• Who married the couple?

• Where did the burial take place
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Tip
Look at Records With a 

Fresh Eye

Death Certificate

Notre Dame Worcester
• From your browser of choice – enter the name of 

the cemetery
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Death Certificate

www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=5a85c0177ded40fbbc46a26babe6dba0

Archdiocese of Boston Parish Map
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Deceased’s Address

Parish of Deceased

New York City Marriage, 1884
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Who is M. P. Smith?

A priest

Resides 59th St. & 9th Ave.

In Manhattan

Under Archdiocese of New York

1884 – New York City, City Directory

Rev. Michael P. Smith, house at W 
59th near Ninth Ave. 

Sadlers’ Catholic Directory - 1883

• Covers U.S., British 
America, Ireland, 
England, and 
Scotland

• 51st annual 
publication

• Began publication in 
1832

MAJOR RESOURCE
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Finding Michael P. Smith

Who is M.P. Smith?
• Michael P. Smith

• Serves at the Church of St. Paul the Apostle

• Church of St. Paul the Apostle is located on West 
60th St., between 9th and 10th avenues

• Archdiocese of New York record abstracts are 
online at FindMyPast

www.FindMyPast.com
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Using Published 
Volumes

Published Volumes
• Catholic Directories

• County Histories

• Archdiocese/Diocese Histories

• City Directories

County Histories
• Generally published the latter 1800s and early 

1900s

• Often referred to as “Mug” books

• Usually have two sections
– History of the county and the towns
– Biographical section

• Historical section offers information about 
churches
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www.Google.com

County Histories

Mention of ”Catholic”
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Viewing a Page

Tip
Don’t be satisfied; 
continue to search

www.Wikipedia.com
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www.Wikipedia.com

Notes and References

www.Google.com
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Finding Aid Info

Archdiocese/Diocese Histories
• May be published to mark a centennial

• Often give history into Catholicism for that area

• Are a valuable tool when seeking local parishes

• May mention Catholic newspapers

• May include maps

• Often include sketches or photos of the parish 
churches

History of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
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History of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati

Creation of Dioceses in Ohio

Ohio Dioceses:
• 1821 – all covered 

under Cincinnati
• 1847 – Cleveland 

splits Ohio in half
• 1868 – Columbus 

splits off of 
Cincinnati in the 
south

• 1910 –Toledo splits 
off of Cleveland in 
the north

Tip
Some dioceses that 

report to an 
archdiocese may be in 

another state
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Archdiocese of Boston

https://archive.org/details/onehundredyearso00bost/

Arcdiocese of Boston
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www.forgettenbooks.com

City Directories
• Often under utilized
– Looking just for ancestor’s name
– Searching them online for names

• Usually offer a list of churches of all 
denominations, alphabetically arranged

• Catholic churches are listed under “Roman 
Catholic”

• Include address and main officiant

www.Ancestry.com

Scroll down
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www.Ancestry.com

www.Ancestry.com

www.Ancestry.com
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Detroit , Michigan 1877

Miscellaneous Index

Churches and Sunday 
Schools, pp. 37-39

Catholic Churches in Detroit, 1877
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Convents, Detroit, 1877

Online Church 
Collections

Online Church Collections
• Ancestry

– Catholic – Colorado Springs, Joliet (IL),  Salt Lake City, 
Savannah, Spokane, and Springfield (IL) Diocese & 
Atlanta and San Antonio Archdiocese

• American Ancestors
– Catholic – Boston Archdiocese

• FindMyPast
– Catholic – Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, New York, 

Philadelphia, Toledo Diocese

• FamilySearch
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www.Ancestry.com

Ancestry – Card Catalog

Ancestry – Card Catalog
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Compilations

Compilations

www.AmericanAncestors.org
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www.FindMyPast.com

www.FindMyPast.com

Selecting a Record Set
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Baltimore Baptisms

Search Results

Abstract of Record
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Original Record

www.FamilySearch.org

www.FamilySearch.org
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New York City Subjects

285 Church record collections

Catholic Churches on FamilySearch in NYC

Identifying the Church
• Re-examine vital records

• Search for published:
– County histories
– Histories of archdioceses and dioceses
– Catholic directories

• Use city directories

• Use Google
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright © 2024
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