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Meet today’s 
presenters

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education and Programming 

Manager

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (40 mins.)

• Goals of the program
• What to bring
• Getting to Ottawa
• Research and Repositories

• Q&A (15 mins.)

• Tour website
https://www.americanancestors.org/
canadian-research-tour-2024
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Goals & Overview
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David Allen Lambert
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Rhonda McClure
Senior Genealogist

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education and 
Programming 
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Pre-Tour Presentation: Canadian Research Tour

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 6



David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education and 
Programming 

Manager

Pre-Tour Presentation: Canadian Research Tour

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 7



Tour includes
For researchers and guests:
• Hotel (room and tax)
• Daily breakfast at the hotel
• Two dinners

For researchers only:
• Lectures and orientations
• Consultations
• Transportation to repositories
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Before you leave home
• Locate your passport
• Convert dollars to Canadian Dollars 

or get cash in Ottawa
• Check your ATM and credit 

card policies
• Check with your cell phone company
• Organize your research and to-do lists
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step.state.gov
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What to pack
• Passport and other ID (for travel & repositories)
• Canadian dollars
• Hilton Homewood Suites Address and Phone 

Number
• Thumb drive
• Layers
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Weather
• Daytime highs average in the mid-60s
• Nighttime lows average in the mid-40s
• May rain
• Bring comfortable shoes
• Bring layers- repositories

are often chilly.
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Navigating Ottawa
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Arriving in Ottawa

• Ottawa Airport is 20-minute taxi/uber ride 
from Hilton Homewood Suites Ottawa 
Downtown
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Short Walk to BAC-LAC
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Tip
Buy a Presto Card!

Pre-Tour Presentation: Canadian Research Tour

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 22



Nearby Attractions
• Parliament Hill

– 7-minute walk

• Lyon West Train Stop 
– 2-minute walk

• ByWard Public Market
– 12-minutes on train

• Canadian War Museum
– 15-minute walk

• National Art Gallery 
– 18-minutes on train
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Nearby Attractions
• Major Hill’s Park
– 22-minute walk

– 14-minutes by train

• Rideau Canal
– 25 minutes by train
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Nearby Restaurants
• Prova Bar & Kitchen
– 3-minute walk

• OCCO Kitchen & Bar
– 3-minute walk

• Madison’s Restaurant & 
Bar
– 5-minute walk

• Manhattan Handmade 
Burgers
– 7-minute walk

• Mill Street Brew Pub
– 9-minute walk
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Nearby Groceries and Drugstores
• Quickie Bay-Albert 

(Convenience Store)
– 5-minute walk

• Rexall Drugstore
– 4-minute walk

• Shoppers Drug Mart
– 10-minute walk

• Massine’s Your Independent 
Grocer 
– 18-minute walk
– 4-minute cab/uber

• Farm Boy Market
– 19-minute walk
– 7-minute cab/uber

• Byward Fruit Market
– 23-minute walk
– 10-minute train ride
– 8-minute cab/uber
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OttawaTourism.ca/
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Schedule
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Sunday, May 5
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Monday, May 6
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Tuesday, May 7
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Wednesday, May 8
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Thursday, May 9

Pre-Tour Presentation: Canadian Research Tour

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 33



Friday, May 10
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Saturday, May 11
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Sunday, May 12
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Participant Forms and 
“Pre-Tour To-Dos”
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www.AmericanAncestors.org/canadian-research-tour
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Participant Form Part 1
Due April 15
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Participant Form Part 2
Due April 29
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Participant Form, Cont.
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Pre-Tour Presentation: Canadian Research Tour

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 42



Participant Form, Cont.
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Register for BAC-LAC User Card 
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Consultations
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Consultations
• One pre-tour 

consultation

• Two on-site 
consultations, pre-
scheduled

• 30 minutes each

• Participant forms due 
April 15 and 29
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Consultation Prep
• Focus your questions

• Bring family trees and 
copies of relevant 
documents (vital 
records, etc.)

• Be ready to list sources 
you have
already checked 

• Be prepared to work on 
a different branch when 
something turns up

• During the consultation, 
you may be asked to 
consider record groups 
or possibilities you 
hadn’t considered 
before. Trust the 
process! You might find 
hidden gems.
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www.AmericanAncestors.org/Canadian-research-
tour-2024
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www.AmericanAncestors.org/Canadian-research-
tour-2024
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Repositories &
Your Research

Voice of 
David Allen Lambert,
Chief Genealogist
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Library and Archives 
Canada (BAC-LAC)
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BAC-LAC Genealogy Resources
• Census records

• Immigration & Deportation 
records

• Naturalization records

• World War I Personnel 
Service records

• Records of certain types of 
employment

• Ethno-cultural family 
history
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Tip
Email material requests to 
Kathleen by April 18th to 

guarantee access. (Materials 
can be requested later, but may 

be off-site.)
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https://library-archives.canada.ca/
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https://library-archives.canada.ca/

Scroll down to “Most Requested” to find 
guide to genealogy and family history
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library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-
history/pages/genealogy-family-history.aspx
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library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-
history/pages/genealogy-family-history.aspx
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library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/search-collections/
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https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/home/index
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https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/home/index
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https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/home/index
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https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/home/index
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View Full Webinar on BAC-LAC

Linked on tour page under “Pre-Tour To-Dos”
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• Coats

• Backpacks, large bags

• Food and beverages

• Umbrellas

• Pens

• Laptops

• Cell phones and cameras 
(will need to complete a 
self-serve photography 
application form)

• Pencils and paper

• Research Material

AllowedNot Allowed

Security and Restrictions

*Lockers are available
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Lunch Nearby
• Restaurants mentioned earlier near the hotel

• There is greenspace nearby for packed lunches
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Military History 
Research Centre
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Military History Research Centre 
Genealogy Resources

• George Metcalf Archival Collection:
– Original letters
– Diaries
– Scrapbooks
– Logbooks
– Maps, 3-D maps
– Blueprints
– Postcards 
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Military History Research Centre 
Resources

• Hartland Molson Library Collection:
– Regimental historys
– Published personal memoirs
– Periodicals and Newspapers
– Wartime pamphlets
– Military technical and field manuals
– 5,000 rare books
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Tip
Email ARCHIVES requests to 

Kathleen by April 30th to 
guarantee access. Library stacks 
are open and available day-of.

Pre-Tour Presentation: Canadian Research Tour

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 71



www.warmuseum.ca/learn/research-collections/military-history-research-centre/#tabs
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www.warmuseum.ca/learn/research-collections/military-history-research-centre/#tabs
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https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/research-collections/military-history-research-centre/#tabs
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https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/research-collections/military-history-research-centre/#tabs
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https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/research-collections/military-history-research-centre/#tabs
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• Bags larger than 30x40 cm

• Folders

• Umbrellas

• Outerwear

• Computer cases

• Small purses

• Wallets

• Research Notes

• Laptops

• Personal dictation devices

AllowedNot Allowed

Security and Restrictions

*A cloakroom and lockers are available
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Lunch Nearby
• Canadian War Museum Café

• Mill Street Brew Pub
– 9-minute walk
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Ottawa Genealogical 
Society – Ottawa 

Branch
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Ottawa Genealogical Society –
Ottawa Branch Resources

• United Empire Loyalist Society 
records

• Montreal/Ottawa Conference 
United Church records

• City Corporation’s historical 
collections and records

• Indexes to land, parish, vital 
records, etc.

• 1851 Irish Census – surviving 
records from this census
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Tip
Email materials requests to 

Kathleen by April 30th to 
guarantee access. 
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https://ottawa.ogs.on.ca/
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https://ottawa.ogs.on.ca/researching/indexes/library-catalog/
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Loyalist Search
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Lunch Nearby
• Mr. Mozzarella
– 6-minute walk

• Crispy's Resto Grill
– 6-minute walk

• The Wing Shoppe
– 6-minute walk

• Brampton Authentic Indian Food
– 6-minute walk

Pre-Tour Presentation: Canadian Research Tour

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 96



Next Steps
• Send in your participant forms

• Register for a BAC-LAC User Card

• Email requests for BAC-LAC to Kathleen by April 18

• Email requests for Ottawa Branch of OGS and archives requests 
for Military History Research Centre to Kathleen by April 30

• Search the online catalogues

• Find your passport!

• Pack layers

• Check in with Kathleen about any questions, concerns, etc. as they 
come up
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QUESTIONS?
kathleen.mackenzie@nehgs.org
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/education
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