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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)
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Overview

Voice of
Bonnie Hofmeyer
Executive Director
Jamestowne Society

Useful Strategies

Common pitfalls
Key resources

Case Studies

Seven case studies 
demonstrating key 
strategies and resources

Writing a Proof Argument 

Records to include
What not to include
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www.Ancestry.com
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Tip
Don’t use the 

“Surround and Drown” 
Method!

(Listing every source you can find 
mentioning the connection)
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Sources to Check
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Tax Records
• Land Tax Records
– Shows transfer of property

• Personal Property Tax Records
– Can show death dates and names
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Unrecorded Wills & Deeds
• Kept in a separate file

• Usually not discarded

• Contact the local courthouse
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https://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/chancery/
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1834 Chancery Record
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Vital Records
• Virginia kept vital statistics from 1853-1896, then 

starting again in 1912

• Vital records include birth, marriage, and death 
records
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Land Office Military Certificates 
(LOMC)

• Certificate for land provided to 
serviceman for their service 
during the Revolutionary War. 

• Land for Virginia soldiers was 
located in Kentucky and Ohio

• Sometimes include names and 
relations of heirs
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Bounty Warrants
• Document 

Revolutionary War 
Service

• Sometimes include list 
of heirs

• Bounty Warrants are 
available on the Library 
of Virginia website.
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QUESTIONS?
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Case Study 1
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Death Certificate
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Page from Adventurers of Purse and 
Person, Virginia 4th edition, Vol. II
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Will of William Coppedge
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Page from Jamestowne Society 
application

Class 3: Verifying Your Jamestowne Lineage

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 22



Pages from The Coppage Family 
1542-1955
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Page from Jamestowne Society 
application
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Fauquier County Personal Property 
Tax Book 1845-B
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Pages from The Coppage Family 
1542-1955
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Chancery record listing William’s 
heirs
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Case Study 2
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Henry Batte-Burgess 
from Charles City County

• Charles City is a “burned county”—a term used in 
Virginia research for counties that had records 
destroyed in courthouse fires or during the Civil 
War

• Missing will

• Surviving Land deed 
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Charles City Record Book 1690-1702
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Page from Charles City Record 
Book 1690-1702
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Page from Charles City Record 
Book 1690-1702

Class 3: Verifying Your Jamestowne Lineage

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 32



Case Study 3
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Pages from Adventurers of Purse 
and Person
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https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~fcharper/genealogy/LydiaGray.html
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Who is Lydia Judkins Pittman
• Attributed to William Gray Sr.

• Proof was Boddie and ancestry trees

• Will of John Gray 1708
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Where’s 
the proof?

Where’s 
the proof?

Land 
inheritance

Land 
inheritance Lost willLost will Sale of 

shares
Sale of 
shares
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Case Study 4
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Connecting Father to Daughter
• Problems:
– Esther not named in John Peak’s will
– Cited undocumented genealogical compilations & 

secondary sources
– Proposed a theory without supporting 

documentation
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Strategies to Use
• Look for a marriage Bond

• Check land & personal property tax records

• Undocumented sources can provide clues
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QUESTIONS?
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Case Study 5
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Proving Descent from 
Thomas Miller

• Applicant had 1892 marriage certificate to Miller 
(first husband)

• 1910 census indicated marriage to second 
husband for five years, but children listed were 
older than five. 

• Transcriber had indicated they were the second 
husband’s children

• Children listed were in fact the children of 
Thomas Miller
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Tips for Census Records
• Beware of transcription errors in census records

• Examine the original census record

• Try variation of spellings and reverse first and last 
names
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Case Study 6
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Chancery Suits
• Contain important genealogical information 

including:
– Copies of wills
– records of descendants
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Page from Swann Family Chancery 
Records
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Case Study 7
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Tracking a Person by Land & 
Personal Property

• Benjamin Blunt married to Priscilla _____

• John Person leaves enslaved people in his will to 
daughter Pricilla

• Benjamin Blunt dies testate a few months later

• None of the enslaved people given to Person were in 
Blunt’s division

• William Blunt repatents John Sugars’ land

• Enslaved people in John Sugars’ possession are 
included in Blunt’s division
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Page from Cavaliers and Pioneers, 
Vol. IV
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Writing a Proof 
Argument
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When You Can’t Find a Will
• Check Personal property tax records

• Look for others with the same surname

• Review extended family wills & records
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Variant Spellings
• Look for different spellings

• Hayward, Heyward, Howard

• Spelling was fluid until 1750’s

Class 3: Verifying Your Jamestowne Lineage

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 53



Church/Parish Records
• Baptism: list the father and sometimes the mother

• Marriage: list the parents and marriage date

• Death: list the date and location of burial
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Obituaries
• Deceased parents’ names

• Names of children

• Dates and burial information
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Writing a Proof Argument
• Include all the reasons that support

• Include primary source documents

• Contemporary family histories

• Research same name individual

• Name Game or Naming Patterns
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What not to include in 
your proof argument 
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What Not to Include 
in Your Proof Argument

• More than a suggestion

• It must include some type of relevant primary 
source documents
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What Not to State
• This is the only time this name appears

• Relations and neighbors if not proven

• They were left out of the will
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Family Associations
• Richard Pace, Thomas Owsley, John Gaither, & 

John Graves

• May have records & sources

• Useful printed genealogies
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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