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Meet today’s presenter

Eileen Curley Pironti
Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Valuation Books
• Cancelled Land/Revision Books
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Voice of
Eileen Curley Pironti
Senior Genealogist of the 
Newbury Street Press
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Valuation Records
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Townland Valuation Act of 1826
• Sought to assess the value of land and buildings 

throughout Ireland 

• Using the information collected, a calculation 
would then be made regarding the annual tax 
amount to be charged to each property

Class 2: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 6



Collecting Data for Townland Valuation
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Valuator Instructions 
• An instruction book to keep the 

method of collecting data 
uniform among valuators

• Updates to the instruction books 
were made regarding the 
measurement and condition of 
the soil, the value of buildings, 
etc. Later versions of the 
instructions called for naming the 
occupiers of the buildings.
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1838 Irish Poor Law Act

Funded by a property 
tax assessed separately 
from work being done 
with Townland 
Valuation surveys. 
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Tenement Valuation
• 1846 Valuation Act: tenement rather than townland 

used as a measure of valuation. For areas where 
valuation already took place or was underway, the 
use of the townland valuation remained in use until 
the passage of the 1852 Valuation Act. Previous work 
reassessed to change to tenement valuation

• “Tenement” pertained to lands, buildings, bogs, etc.
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Valuation Books
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House and Field Books 
• House and Field 

books exist for both 
the Townland 
Valuation and the 
Tenement Valuation 

• Not a complete set, 
not all are available 
online
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1833 House book entry, Ballyderowan, 
Burt Parish, County Donegal
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In addition to the name and 
description column, other column 
headings included “bar. val.,” length, 
breadth, and height. The column 
heading “bar. val.” was for the name 
of the Baronial Valuator. 
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1847 House Book, Pembroke Townland, 
Marmullane Parish, County Cork
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1850 House book entry for Adam McCarthy of 
Kinsale, County Cork
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1833 Field Book, Burt Parish, County Donegal
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1833 Field Book, Burt Parish, County Donegal
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Griffith’s Valuation, Bunnamayne, Burt Parish, 
County Donegal
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1849 Field book, Cloughmacsimon, Ballymodan
Parish, County Cork
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Quarto Book
• Valuation of houses in towns
• National Archives has books from counties in the 

Republic of Ireland
• Not all cities are covered – there are books for the 

cities of Galway and Cork, but not for Dublin
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1847, St. Peter’s Parish, County Dublin
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Tenure Book
• Several edits made to book over the course of its use
• Mostly rural areas covered, but some towns are 

listed
• Information about occupiers and lessors, as well as 

the type of lease
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• Contained information regarding occupiers, 
immediate lessors, descriptions of properties, 
tenure and rent.
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1847 Tenure book entry
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Tenure and 
year let 

“3 Lives 1812” 
“3 Lives 1792”
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• Several individuals 
with same name. 

• Information in 
“Observations” 
column provides 
details to help 
identify each person
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Rent Books
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Rent book entry, Knocktemple Parish, 
County Cork
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Survey Books
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1843 Survey Book, County Offaly
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QUESTIONS?
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Locating the Records
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Online Sources

• Database collections at 
Findmypast, FamilySearch, 
and the National Archives 
of Ireland  

• Blog posts, articles
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Ireland Valuation Office Books, at www.FindMyPast.com
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1837 Field Book Entry, John W. Breen       www.FindMyPast.com

Class 2: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 36



1837 Field Book Image John W. Breen Slade, 
Hook Parish, Wexford
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Ireland, Valuation Office Books, 1831-1856, www.FamilySearch.org 
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Ireland, Valuation Office Books, 1831-1856 - Search result for Thomas Curley of Roscommon
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Ireland, Valuation Office Books, 1831-1856, www.FamilySearch.org 
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Ireland, Valuation Office Books, 1831-1856 - Click link to a particular county, narrow by parish and townland, 
view original images for that location
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Valuation Office Books, 1824-1856 - National Archives of Ireland    
census.nationalarchives.ie/search/vob/home.jsp
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Other Sources
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QUESTIONS?
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Cancelled Land Books/
Revision Books
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Revision/Cancelled Books

• Noted changes to 
immediate lessors, 
occupants, size or value 
of properties

• Changes were marked 
on same page over a 
period of time in 
different colored pencil
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nidirect.gov.uk/articles/about-valuation-revision-books
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nidirect.gov.uk/services/searching-valuation-revision-books
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Griffith’s Valuation listing, 
Philip Quinn of Ballinderry Parish, County Tyrone
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Check Revision Books for 
Philip Quinn of 

Ballinderry Parish, County 
Tyrone
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Revision Book, 1860-1863

Class 2: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 51



If you cannot search by 
name, go to the index 
which will help you 

locate the page number 
for the townland you are 

researching.
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1864-1880
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Final Thoughts
• Learn about the record collections!

• Learn about the database! Are there gaps?

• Don’t just search, browse databases!
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/using-irish-land-records-your-family-history-research-2024
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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