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Using Irish Land Records in
Your Family History Research

Class 5: Using Maps in Irish Research

March 27, 2024

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

£3A

Sheilagh Doerfler

Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)

* Maps
* Administrative divisions
* Locating your ancestral home

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Why are maps helpful?

Voice of
Sheilagh Doerfler
Genealogist

Maps

* Navigate complicated administrative divisions

* Serve as a census substitute

¢ Learn location of ancestral home

* Discover more about ancestor’s community

Administrative Divisions

e Townland
* Civil Parish vs. Ecclesiastical Parish

* Barony

* Poor Law Union

* Superintendent Registrar's Districts

* District Electoral Divisions
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Why Important to Understand?

* Accurate and efficient search
— Looking for a Patrick Murphy?
— Make sure you are looking in the right place!

¢ Ensures an exhaustive search

3/25/2024

Census Substitutes

* Place ancestor in a particular place at a particular
time

 "Fill in the gaps" in ancestor's timeline

* Determine neighbors
— Cluster research

Locate ancestral home

* Provide specific location of ancestor's home

* Learn details of their community
— Geographic and historical features

— "Snapshot" of community
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Sources for Maps

Atlases

* Brian Mitchell, New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland,
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc,
2002)

. ANew
— Provides maps of each county Genealogical Atlas of
* Parish Jreland

* Barony

* Poor Law Union

JohnGrenham.com

* Roman Catholic Parish maps

* Civil parish maps

* Poor Law Union Maps

* Overlay maps to compare borders
— Links to records and more information
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Historical maps

Ancient map of Ireland, A.D. 1572
‘Ancient map of reland, A.D. 1572, printed from &Co, Dubiin).

SUPPLIED BY. The Placenames Branch

Plan of the city and suburbs of Cork

suburbs of Cork, Thomas Holt 1832 (Cork, 1833).
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Eire 1:500,000

Eire 1,500,000.

d Fr. Paul Walsh (1538}

SUPPLIED BY: The Placenames Branch
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County Libraries

* Collections of local maps
— Estate maps

— Townland maps
— GIS data overlays

— Monument maps

Other Sources

* National Archives of Ireland

 Public Record Office of Ireland

* National Library of Ireland

¢ The Linen Hall, Belfast

* County Council Archives

QUESTIONS?
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Administrative

Divisions of Ireland

Townlands

* Smallest geographical division of land in Ireland
* Gaelic origin
* More than 60,000 townlands in Ireland

s um-.‘r.u ~
e _h; .—-—{;— i

CARROWTRASNA |

Ceathru Trasna

STROOVE
oS

An tSruihh

g

L

,'l Lenan Townland, Co. Donegal

Townlands.ie
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Civil Parishes vs. Ecclesiastical Parishes
¢ Civil Parish
— Land and Taxation pre 20th Century

— Often coincide with borders of Church of Ireland
parishes

— Can cross parish and county borders

* Ecclesiastical Parish or Religious Parish

— Sacramental records

3/25/2024

County Londonderry

Marie Daly and Judith Lucey, Genealogist's Handbook for Irish Research, (Boston: New England
Historic Genealogical Society, 2016)

RC Parishes vs. Civil Parishes

Civl 1o the lef: Catholic to the right. Cath roximat,

MAYO
aro MAYO

ROSCOMMON
MAYO

MAYQC‘QP:: ii i~
S s e

JohnGrenham.com
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GENEALOGY

Search Browse

Browse by place
Surname Garvin

Important notice: errors in transcription

The Tithe Applotment Books wese rsnseribed 4nd indered
by our partaces, the Genealogical Society of Utah, who
microfilmed the records many years ago. The National
Aschives has creaied an exvor transcription facilty o the
e $0 that 9ur USErS Gal repor Rame MisuansETipions, and
these will thea be amended oaline as soon as possible
Ertors with regard to location of parishes in counties will
also be rectified as soon a5 possibie. Notiication of these
can be ematled to query @ nationalarchives i

‘W are grateful 10 all users who provide feedback on the
site.

titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/sear

Home Search Browse

You can also search the tithe records by place,

sing,

Forename Thomas 204 view your ancestors’ neighbars
County | Cork £ Click hete fo help with brows
popme &
Pasich
Ireland
Townland

Home / Search the Tithe Applotment Books /

No Results

titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/sear

tab/index.jsp
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| v, | ],

RC Parishes vs. Civil Parishes

i

Home 1 Cork
Browse the Tithe Aolotment Books t
Parishes in Cork

results: Displaying results 11 - 20 of 31
ievance # Surname 1 Forcoame / Townland o City / Parish / Cousty / Year |

Surname Forename TownlandStrect Parksh County Year
Gawan Thomas Ballyviniter Lower Mallow Cork 23
Gindy James Ballyviniter Middle Maliow Cork 1523
Kectte Daniel Ballyvnier Lower Maiio cork 23
Leshy Pk Bally Mallow Cork 2
Lty Richd Balyviaiter Lower Matiow Cork =
Mannis Timoshy Ballyvisier Lowsr Matiow Conk B2
Nagle Bichard Ballyvisiter Lower Mallow Cork 23
sallagha Rishard Ballyviniter Middle Ballyhassa Matiow Curk 2
Otver Thomas Ballyviniter Lower Matiow cort 23
Qline Phillp Ballyvinites Lower Mallow Cork 123

Page Previows10 1 2 3 4 Nextl0

titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/search/tab/index.jsp
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Monaghan Presbyterian Congregations

‘THE PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATIONS
OF COUNTY MONAGHAN

Brian Mitchell, New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland,
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc, 2002)

3/25/2024

Barony

» Historical subdivision
* Obsolete

* Early census and property valuations organized by
barony

— Griffith’s Valuation House and Field Books
— Civil Survey 1654-1656
— Registry of Deeds

Search > Wills, Probates, Land, Tax & Criminal

Ireland, Valuation Records, 1824-1856
@ Match all terms exactly Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select

First & Middie Name(s) Last Name e o s
Type
Year Location House books v
Lived In County
Any Event Doocdl hd
Keyword

Clear search

Tithugh

Source Information

Ancestrycom. Ireland, Valuation Records, 1624-1856 (database on-line]. Lehi, UT,
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc, 2021, Related data collections
Original data: Valuation Office house, field, tenure and quarto books 1824 - 1856,

Dublin, Ireland: Microfilm of original records held at the National Archives of Ireland. \reland, Griff tian, 1847-1864

This database, an index to one of
Ireland's premier aenealoaical

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Why browse Griffith’s?

* Variant spellings of surnames
* Transcription errors
* Ensure an exhaustive search

* More efficient!

3/25/2024

Hugh McElhenney

* Possible resident
of Clonmany parish
in County Donegal

JohnGrenham.com

Ireland, Griffith’s Valuation, 1847-1864

Search Match all terms exactly Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name from the ontiona Baiow
Hugh McEjhenney County
Exact.. Exact.. Chaose .
Quick Fill Suggestions x
1_ NEHGS Stephanie Snider Family Barony
Parish
No suggestions found
Year Location Related data collections
Lived In Donegal, Ireland
Ireland Tos a1 Dictionary, 1837
Exact to..
x, 15001920
Any Event This database is a name index to

microfilmed Irish records contained in
the Family History Library, Salt Lake
City. Each entry reveals the person's
name, date of record, and residence
0. picl or “Fiying Tigers™~ in Ireland. More importantly, the
microfilm, box, and ftem numbers are
N provided to aid the researcher in
(:\/ For best results, you can search by entering the Townland name, Parish oblaining a copy of the ariginal record,
name o County in the Lived In field beiow. These records Include historles,

Heyword
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13



3/25/2024

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research

All Ireland, Griffith’s Valuation, 1847-1864 results for
McElhenney

|# === Your Search for McElhenney retumned zero good matches

Why?
e
Although there may be many good matches for your ancestor in our content, we can't return good maiches without more information.
What should you do?
* Add details about your ancestor - even an educaied guess can increase your chances of getting a high-quality match.
fciear ai
Keyboard shortcuts
X n New r Refine p Previewrecord > Nextresult < Previous result
X
X
ier
s

" Inis Eoghain Thoir/Inishowen East
"ﬁ M CoNTHE Dum na AGRR Dnege

Logainm.ie

Ireland, Griffith’s Valuation, 1847-1864
P rooronemsenay Browse this collection

To browsa this image set, select

First & Midcle Name(s) Last Name from the aptions below.
Caunty
Year Location Donegal >
Lived In Denegal, Ireland Barony
Exact Inishowen, East
Any Event Pacied
Keyword
4. pilot ox Fiying Tigers™

(T) Forbest results, you can sesrch by entering the Townland name, Parish
name or County in the Lived In field below.

[ seocn JECTEERES Related data collections

ireland Topo

tionar

lrish Records Index, 1500-1920
‘This database is a name index to

Source Information

Heritage World Family History Services, Ireland, Grffith's Valuation, 19471864 microfimed Irish records contained in
s on-line). Provo, UT, USA: Ine, 200 the Family History Library, Salt Lake

Original data: Geneval Valuation of Ireland. Dublin, Ireland: Irish Microforms Ltd., 1978, City Each entry reveals the person's

National Archives, Dublin and Public Record Office, Bettast name, date of record, and residence

in Ireland. More importantly, the
microfilm, box, and item numbers are
provided to aid the researcher in
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* Hugh
Mcllhenny

* Different
spelling

el

{

¢ Indexed and
transcribed as
M’Tlhenny

¥

j

i
liti

=

i
if

(©) Toget bettetresulis, add mere information such a= Bith Info, Death Info and Location—even a guess wil help. it

View Record Occupier Name Lessor Name Residence Location ViewImage
Hugh Milhenny Anne Lohery Meendoran, Clonmany, Donegal =]
Hugh Milhenny Michael Doherty Ardagh, Clonmany, Donegal @
Hugh Milhenny John Doherty Annagh, Clonmany, Donegal [=]
Hugh Miihenny Minchin Lioyd Dunati, Clonmany, Donegal @
Hugh Milhenny Esquire  Minchin Lioyd Tullagh, Clonmany, Donegal @
MD
Hugh Miihenny Senior Minchin Lioyd Tullagh, Cionmany, Donegal @
Hugh Miihenny [ Minchin Lioyd Dunafi, Clonmany, Denegal @
Hugh Milhenny Minchin Lioyd Tullagh, Clonmany, Donegal @
Hugh Miihenny James Doherty Magheradrumman, Donagh, Donegal &3
Hugh Milhenny Edward Doherty Magheradrumman, Danagh, Donegal &
Hugh Miinenny John Doherty Magheradrumman, Donagh, Donegal &3
Hugh Mihenny Senior Minchin Lioyd Tulagh, Clonmany, Donegal @
Hugh Milhenny John Harvey Roasky, Clonmany, Donegal =]
Hugh Milhenny Samuel Latham Tonyhabboc, Allsaints, Donegal @
Hugh Milhenny Rebecca Hamilton Newtown Stewart, Ardstraw, Tyrone =]

Poor Law Union

1838 Poor Law Act
— Established relief system

* Workhouse records

* Reproductive Loan Fund records

Griffith's Valuation

Spanned county borders

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 15
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Tap for a list of places in in Irvinestown Poor Law Union

n gecgraphic dhisions used 1o administer stae rec

JohnGrenham.com

Superintendent Registrar’s Districts

* Also known as Civil Registration Districts

* Poor Law Union = Superintendent Registrar’s
District
— Spanned same territory as Poor Law Unions
— Renamed in 1863

* Comprised of Registrar’s Districts

Civil Registration

* 1845 - Recorded Protestant marriages

* 1864 - Extended to
capture all births,
marriages, and deaths

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 16
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Irish !
enealogy.ie

Civil Registration DistricvOftica

‘Year Range
- -

B Mamage  Deam

. Wimt Page, ‘ P . tmm _129

Superintondsnt Registrar's District_siAan it A Krvar 70 Registrars District tZ_uM“?‘ _;
BIRTHS Rogistored in tho District in thenion of_odPAARAAA LA riar e
n the Count YL of alan
| Ve Pl el | Name aok Sumame gl —
ﬂl%“ e | [ e e =
Mary %ﬁ» Jecse. Frme X utien | bt
Jrue |% Fatmar i Searved
g;ﬁ;.. Phte S I %)
S ecussom Deneccsrene|  Hoods Diseesownae 2w,

Why important to understand?

* More efficient search

* Guarantees a thorough search

— Don't rely on transcriptions

* Ensures you are examining the correct record for
your ancestor

— Searching correct region
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District Electoral Divisions (DED)

* Subdivision of Poor Law Union/Superintendent
Registrar’s District

* Borders can span county and parish borders

* 1901 and 1911 censuses organized by DED

3/25/2024

Home /19011911 Ces

Search results Displ
Records perpage: 10 /50 1 Show allinformation
Sortby: Relevance / Sumsme { Forcoame / Town

oty / Age /Sex

Surname  Forename Townland/Street DED Cousty  Age  Sex
Murphy Cappyaughna Kilcaskar Cork ) M
Murphy Kealkil Kealkil Cork ) M
Murphy Urhin Conlagh Cork ) M
Murphy Jobo Ummera Timoleague Cork ) M
Murphy Jobn Greenfield Balincollig Cork 5 M
Murphy Ioho Dusbullogue Killeagh Cork 3 M
Murphy 1oho ‘Sandon Street Cork Urban No. 4 Cork n M
Murphy Jobn ‘Wolfe Tone Street (partaf)  Cork Urban No. 4 Cark 5 M
Murphy John Blamey Sreet (pantof)  Cork Urban No.4  Cork 3 M
Murphy John Lishallyhea Imphuck Cork » M

Puge 12345678910 Nextio
Search

More search options

Coumty
“Townland/street
bED
Agetor-Syears 20

s @D

e Exact matches only

Tap & DED 10 g0 10 15 1901 4nd 1911 records. Tap .county name 16,00 there.

TIPpERARY |

LIMERICK

KERRY

JohnGrenham.com
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JohnGrenham.com

QUESTIONS?

Estate Maps

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 19
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Estate Maps

e Can be included
in Estate Records

* Depict ancestral
townlands

* Sometimes include
tenants

Estate Maps
/ ;‘a 7}1 ,,,,,
t i
; j
4, P '~—q‘su\-\%
7 Y N
7 7 B
R &
/’.
P o
/ e W
xf’ ?.’! L - y
|t 5 e ’/ = L
y 3

|
7.7

Lynch-Blosse Estate Map, County Mayo, 1811

library.mayo.ie/maps/browser.htm
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Ordnance Survey Maps

Ordnance Survey

* Survey of Ireland for land valuation and tax
purposes

* Early to mid-19th
century

* Extremely
detailed maps

» Updated over time

Ordnance Survey

* Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) 19th Century
Historical Maps housed at the University College
Dublin

* Scanned maps for almost 150 cities and towns

Dates range for each community

https://doi.org/10.7925/drs1.ucdlib_40377
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Locating your

Ancestral Home

Walter Grant

¢ Born: 1810
* Father: Mark Grant

» Townland: Grange

* Roman Catholic parish: Mooncoin

* County: Kilkenny

Kilkenny Catholic and Civil parishes overlaid

MUCKALEE(
KNOCKTOPHER JULLINAVAT

b ey &
RA

KILMACOW.
CLONMORE noem |

BALLYTARSNEY, °

POLLRONE

RATHKIERA mrsee

WATERFORD, = -

HOLY TRINTY

JohnGrenham.com
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Ask about Ireland

Reading Room Learning Zone Uibraries ENFO

Griffith's Valuation

The primary Valuation was the first full-scale vatuation of
property in tneland. It was overseen by Richard Crifith and
published between 1847 and 1864, It & 0ne of the most
important surviving 196 century genealogical sources.

Griffth's Names  Griffih's Places Name Books Thoms Search Tips Upload About GV Maps Read More

Use i form 10 search o partuda amiy e s G Vaatn
Step 1 - Mandatory Step 2 - Optional

(opeamany) o Baromy, Pose

oy e = o — ]
sl - D e ® qum
aans) @

askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

Ask about Ireland

Reading Room Learning Zone Libraries ENFO

IMPOMant suAVING 19N Centixy geneHOGCHL SOLHCeS.

Griffith's Names  Griffith's Places Name Books Thoms Search Tips Upload About GV Maps Read More

1 tha G saarch resuts tabis ek .

Gack tha map icon 0 sae 8 GeITis Vakiaion mag

Usiosd your
Qooupler  Dooupler gy Pariah Detals  OriginalPage MapViews  comtentlar
e record
GRmT WALTER KILKENNY POLLAONE o} L Q *

Rosuls 110 10t

i PRIMARY YALUATION OF TENEMENTS.
I"-:a Nomes of Townbinds st
N ol - Nustes of 1 X i
% et i Doyt of T, st ortant 141504, | ST | raacy
Sanny| FRANGE—con. Anrl Ledl £0d| £ a
—) Wl arne, offices

::x lter Grant, . .| Daniel O Esq. | Hi wndland) 40 1 32| 4610 o 4 0 0| s010 0
104 8¢

v

13 | Pusrck MDounel, . | Daniel Osborne, Baq. | House,offces,undland 33 1 23| 4010 0| 410 o 00
»f

i1 ae

vur||

'fs"-} Richard fowley, .| Dusiel Osborns, s | Hiouw, offcos, & Iand, (45 0 0| 3 0 0| 8 0.0 22 0 o
igkae

Hrd Octorne, Eag. | Toe

2% r[9ohn Malone, . .| Dasiel B | House,ofices, andland, 25 0 36| 30 0 0| 3 00| 3 0 0
= ®d [Patrick Bowe, . .| Daniel Osborne, Erq, | House,

- H - . . . — —_ 015 0

[ anc | ames Conwar, o) Jobn Malove, .. | Houss and ofices,  + - - 1o Th 3
om (| Mickacl Phrips, .| Dusiel Osborns, K. | House, offces, & land 2 2 22| 30 00| 810 0| 2910 0
i4anc

our
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askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

23
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Valuation Maps

askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

Valuation Maps

Map

Townlands.ie

Valuation Maps

% /\ 5 | =7 \
Wt 3 N i
askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Valuation Maps

askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

Valuation Map vs. Modern Map

askaboutireland.ie/griffi

Townlands.ie

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 25
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— D O D D D D @D
%

521843.0N 716 05.0°W
a2

Google Maps

Google Maps Street view

Google Maps Street view

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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3/25/2024

Conclusion

* Use maps to understand administrative
jurisdictions

— Allows you to browse records

— Ensures a thorough and exhaustive search
— More efficient for common names

* Have fun!

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

TIA merlcﬂanﬂncresmrs‘

store RN v accous
Search Events Membership  Give o Mition Mar

Publications Expert Holp Tools Signature Projects
Centers & Initias

Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History
Research 2024

Zoom Link for Live Sessions:
Clickh

AmericanAncestors.org/using-irish-land-records-your-family-history-research-2024
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright © 2024
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