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March 27, 2024

Class 5: Using Maps in Irish Research

Using Irish Land Records in 
Your Family History Research

Meet today’s presenter

Sheilagh Doerfler
Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Maps
• Administrative divisions
• Locating your ancestral home

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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Why are maps helpful?

Voice of
Sheilagh Doerfler
Genealogist

Maps
• Navigate complicated administrative divisions

• Serve as a census substitute

• Learn location of ancestral home

• Discover more about ancestor’s community

Administrative Divisions
• Townland
• Civil Parish vs. Ecclesiastical Parish
• Barony
• Poor Law Union
• Superintendent Registrar's Districts
• District Electoral Divisions

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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Why Important to Understand?
• Accurate and efficient search
– Looking for a Patrick Murphy?
– Make sure you are looking in the right place!

• Ensures an exhaustive search

Census Substitutes
• Place ancestor in a particular place at a particular 

time

• "Fill in the gaps" in ancestor's timeline

• Determine neighbors
– Cluster research 

Locate ancestral home
• Provide specific location of ancestor's home

• Learn details of their community
– Geographic and historical features
– "Snapshot" of community

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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Sources for Maps

Atlases
• Brian Mitchell, New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland, 

(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc, 
2002)
– Provides maps of each county
• Parish
• Barony
• Poor Law Union

JohnGrenham.com
• Roman Catholic Parish maps

• Civil parish maps

• Poor Law Union Maps

• Overlay maps to compare borders
– Links to records and more information

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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JohnGrenham.com

Logainm.ie

Logainm.ie
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Logainm.ie

ria.ie/research-projects/irish-historic-towns-atlas/ihta-digital
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County Libraries
• Collections of local maps
– Estate maps
– Townland maps
– GIS data overlays
– Monument maps

Other Sources
• National Archives of Ireland

• Public Record Office of Ireland

• National Library of Ireland

• The Linen Hall, Belfast

• County Council Archives

QUESTIONS?

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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Administrative 
Divisions of Ireland

Townlands
• Smallest geographical division of land in Ireland
• Gaelic origin
• More than 60,000 townlands in Ireland

Townlands.ie
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Civil Parishes vs. Ecclesiastical Parishes

• Civil Parish 
– Land and Taxation pre 20th Century
– Often coincide with borders of Church of Ireland 

parishes
– Can cross parish and county borders

• Ecclesiastical Parish or Religious Parish
– Sacramental records

County Londonderry

Marie Daly and Judith Lucey, Genealogist's Handbook for Irish Research, (Boston: New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, 2016) 

RC Parishes vs. Civil Parishes

JohnGrenham.com
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RC Parishes vs. Civil Parishes

titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/search/tab/index.jsp

titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/search/tab/index.jsp
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RC Parishes vs. Civil Parishes

titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/search/tab/index.jsp

titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/search/tab/index.jsp
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Monaghan Presbyterian Congregations

Brian Mitchell, New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland,
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc, 2002) 

Barony
• Historical subdivision 

• Obsolete 

• Early census and property valuations organized by 
barony
– Griffith’s Valuation House and Field Books
– Civil Survey 1654-1656
– Registry of Deeds

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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Why browse Griffith’s?
• Variant spellings of surnames

• Transcription errors

• Ensure an exhaustive search

• More efficient!

Hugh McElhenney
• Possible resident 

of Clonmany parish
in County Donegal

JohnGrenham.com

Ancestry.com
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Logainm.ie
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• Hugh 
McIlhenny

• Different 
spelling

• Indexed and 
transcribed as 
M’Ilhenny

Ancestry.com

Poor Law Union
• 1838 Poor Law Act
– Established relief system

• Workhouse records

• Reproductive Loan Fund records

• Griffith's Valuation

• Spanned county borders

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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JohnGrenham.com

Superintendent Registrar’s Districts
• Also known as Civil Registration Districts

• Poor Law Union = Superintendent Registrar’s 
District
– Spanned same territory as Poor Law Unions
– Renamed in 1863

• Comprised of Registrar’s Districts

Civil Registration
• 1845 – Recorded Protestant marriages

• 1864 - Extended to 
capture all births, 
marriages, and deaths
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Why important to understand?
• More efficient search

• Guarantees a thorough search
– Don’t rely on transcriptions

• Ensures you are examining the correct record for 
your ancestor
– Searching correct region

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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District Electoral Divisions (DED)
• Subdivision of Poor Law Union/Superintendent 

Registrar’s District

• Borders can span county and parish borders

• 1901 and 1911 censuses organized by DED

JohnGrenham.com
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JohnGrenham.com

QUESTIONS?

Estate Maps

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/25/2024

20

• Can be included
in Estate Records

• Depict ancestral 
townlands

• Sometimes include 
tenants

Estate Maps

Estate Maps

Lynch-Blosse Estate Map, County Mayo, 1811

library.mayo.ie/maps/browser.htm
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Ordnance Survey Maps

Ordnance Survey
• Survey of Ireland for land valuation and tax 

purposes

• Early to mid-19th 
century

• Extremely
detailed maps

• Updated over time

Ordnance Survey
• Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) 19th Century 

Historical Maps housed at the University College 
Dublin 

• Scanned maps for almost 150 cities and towns

• Dates range for each community

https://doi.org/10.7925/drs1.ucdlib_40377
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Locating your 
Ancestral Home

Walter Grant
• Born: 1810

• Father: Mark Grant

• Townland: Grange

• Roman Catholic parish: Mooncoin

• County: Kilkenny

JohnGrenham.com
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askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation
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askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

Valuation Maps

Townlands.ie

Valuation Maps

askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

Valuation Maps
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askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

Valuation Maps

askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

Valuation Map vs. Modern Map

Townlands.ie

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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Google Maps

Google Maps Street view

Google Maps Street view

Class 5: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research
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Conclusion
• Use maps to understand administrative 

jurisdictions
– Allows you to browse records 
– Ensures a thorough and exhaustive search
– More efficient for common names

• Have fun!

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

AmericanAncestors.org/using-irish-land-records-your-family-history-research-2024
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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