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March 20, 2024

Class 4: Lesser-Known Land Records

Using Irish Land Records in 
Your Family History Research

Meet today’s presenter

Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (50 mins.)

• Q&A (10 mins.)

• Registry of deeds
• Freeholders registers & poll books
• Flax growers list
• Landowners of Ireland
• Evicted tenants list
• Other land records
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Voice of 
Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist 

Registry of Deeds

Background
• Opened in 1708, Dublin – part of the Penal Laws

• Parties draw up a deed and decide to register it

• A memorial (copy or summary of the deed) is prepared by 
solicitor (attorney)

• Solicitor presents memorial and original deed at ROD

• ROD swears witness to memorial, registers it, gives it a number

• Clerk transcribes memorial into large transcript volumes for 
public access; notes volume, page, and memorial number; files 
memorial in ROD vault; original deed returned to solicitor

• In early 19th c., ROD began creating abstracts of memorials
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Records and indexes
• Over 2 million deeds memorialized between 

1708 and 1929

• Deeds could be leases, assignments, sales, 
marriage settlements, mortgages and rent charges, 
wills, bills of discovery

• Grantors index (no index to grantees, but online 
indexing in progress)

• Lands index (townland or address)

irishdeedsindex.net

Search options
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Search page

Search page

Search results
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Memorial extract view

Memorial extract view

Memorial Example
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Finding Irish Land 
Deeds (Memorials) on 

FamilySearch

familysearch.org

Grantor Index Examples
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Memorial Volume Examples

Grantor index entries

Catalog page
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Deed Volumes in Catalog

Deed Volume Pages (Zoomed 
Out)

Deed Volume 9
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Deed image

Deed image

Land Index by County Examples
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Contents page of land index

https://www.swilson.info/townlands.php

https://www.swilson.info/townlands.php
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Lands index under the Barony

QUESTIONS?

Freeholders Registers 
and Poll Books
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Overview
• Definition of freeholders

• Description of records

• What does voting have to do with land?

• Contents of records

• Availability and access

What are freeholders?

"Men who either owned their land outright or who 
held it in a lease for the duration of their life, or the 
lives of other people named in the lease." 
Source: PRONI

What are the records 
and why should I care?

• 18th and 19th century

• Freeholders registers: individuals who had 
registered to vote

• Poll books: voters and the candidates for whom 
they voted

• Substitutes for non-existent 18th- and early-19th-
century records, such as censuses.
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Who could vote?
• 1727-1793: Protestants with a freehold worth 40 

shillings or more per year

• 1793-1829: Protestants and Catholics with 40-
shilling freeholds

• 1829-1832: Individuals with freeholds worth 10 
pounds or more per year

What do the records contain?
• Name of freeholder

• Address of freeholder

• Location of freehold

• Description of freehold

• Name of landlord

• Address of landlord

• Value of freehold

• Names of other lives

• Date and place of 
freeholder’s registration

• Occupation of freeholder

• Religion of freeholder

Not all records contain all of this information.

nidirect.gov.uk/services/search-freeholders-records
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Freeholders search page

Freeholders search results

Details view
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Record image

Record image

Search results page



3/18/2024

16

Details view

Poll Book Example

Poll Book Example Cont'd
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Address search for Crom

Search Results Page – Address Search

johngrenham.com
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Browse > County > Census

Clare freeholder/voter records

clarelibrary.ie
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Clare Co. Library resources

1821 List of Freeholders, Clare

List by barony
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List by townland

List by tenant

QUESTIONS?
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Flax growers list 1796

failteromhat.com

Census/directories options
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Flax Growers search page

Search results

Lists by county



3/18/2024

23

List for County Cork

Landowners of 
Ireland, 1876

failteromhat.com
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Land Owners in Ireland, 1876

Search in one county

Search results
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Page view

Search of all counties

Search results
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Evicted Tenants, 1907

findmypast.com

Search results
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Transcription view

Image view

Search results
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Image view

Other lesser-known 
land records

Plantation Surveys
• Ulster Plantation

– Official plantation was in six of the nine Ulster 
counties: Armagh, Cavan, Donegal, Fermanagh, 
Londonderry, Tyrone

• Four surveys between 1611 and 1622

• 1622 survey
– Includes names of some tenants
– The Irish Commission of 1622
– National Library of Ireland MSS 8013-8014
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Ulster inquisitions
• Findings of juries in 17th century investigating 

property ownership, inheritance, and leasing

• Many inquisitions name tenants

• Inquisitionum in officio rotulorum... - Available in 
Hathi Trust Digital Library

• Entries in Latin

• Name and place indexes to each county

• Names of tenants of Scottish landlords extracted by 
Stewart in Scots in Ulster

The Great Parchment Book
• Survey of lands in County Londonderry

• Compiled in 1639, after forfeiture of lands to the 
Crown by London livery companies and Irish 
Society

• Contracts entered into by Crown and sitting 
tenants were recorded in GPB

greatparchmentbook.org
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Modern transcript & glossary

Civil Survey, 1654-1656
• Part of Cromwellian land confiscation and settlements

• Descriptions of barony, parish, and property boundaries

• Proprietor name, extent of profitable and unprofitable 
acres, value of the land in 1640, ethnic background and 
religion of proprietor, and sometimes additional 
information

• Name indexes and land indexes, and map

• Counties covered: Donegal, Dublin, Kildare, Limerick, 
Londonderry, Meath, Tipperary, Tyrone, Waterford, 
Wexford, and some Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny

• Published by Irish Manuscripts Commission, 1931-1961

Agricultural Censuses, 1803
• County Down (around 11,300 names) and 

northern parishes of County Antrim

• Enumerate livestock, wagons and horses available 
for transport, quantity of crops stored

• Returns for Antrim at National Archives of 
Ireland (& PRONI on film); returns for Down at 
PRONI

• Some also available at ancestry.com ($)

• For use with Down: Researching Down Ancestors
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

AmericanAncestors.org/using-irish-land-records-your-family-history-research-2024

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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