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Why research a veteran?

* Allows you to access more biographical data
than found in most primary sources

* Occupation, age, locations, and vital record
substitutes can be found in service and probate
records

* Answers the questions of why your ancestor may
have moved or travelled to another location

Colonial Wars
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Determining the Military Service of
your Ancestor before the Revolution
* Age at enlistment
* Wars during his lifetime
* Documents & Artifacts
* Pensions
* Genealogies and local histories
7
How old was your Veteran ?
* Drummer Boy
* Student Soldier
* Married with Children
* Seasoned Veteran
* Senior Soldier
8
What colonial wars occurred during
his lifetime?
TR
9
3
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Pequot War: 1636-1638

* Expansion into Connecticut

* New England settlers and Pequot Indians

* Major battle: Fort Mystic May 26, 1637

10

King Philip’s War: 1675-1676

* First full-scale New England war in the 17%c.

* Metacomet (aka) King Philip and the
Wampanoag Indians

* Plymouth Colony, Rhode
Island, Western Mass.,
and beyond

11

b
Chass, Goban-

12
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King William’s War: 1689-1697

* Glorious Revolution of 1688; England declares
war on France 1689

* Areas of New York, Maine, and New Hampshire

* Sir William Phips led attack on Port Royal, Acadia

* Failed attempt
to capture
Quebec

20

Sir William Phips’ Expedition
October 1690

21
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Queen Anne’s War: 1702-1713

* England at war with France

* Raids by French and allied
Indians from Canada into
Northern New England
communities. Attack on
Deerfield, 1704

* St. Augustine attacked 1702
and 1704

* French naval action Charleston in 1706

23
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King George’s War: 1740-1748

* Key battle: Fortress Louisburg on Cape Breton in
modern day Nova Scotia, 1745

* 1748, return of fortress to
French control

31

French and Indian War

* “Seven years war” over boundary disputes
between English colonists and French

* Recapture of Fortress Louisbourg in 1759

* Many British soldiers
would later fight against
the crown in Revolution

32
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Tip
Family Heirlooms

for Clues

Family Heirlooms for Clues

* What might be in the attic?

* Ask relatives

* Museums and archives

* Ebay or Auction catalogs

35

12
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Tip

Examine Probate

Inventories

Inventories & Family Heirlooms?

ﬁlg T

worndery ot Yook

‘ - ‘ 8 bt gy tomiibhine
()
ptes B

38

Confirm Published Sources

* Don't re-invent the wheel!

* What has been published?
— State-by-State Lists
— Local Histories

— Online resources when available

39

13
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2 American Ancestors

search Events Membership Give

Annual Benefit: Celebrating American
Stories, American Lives

Secetary Lo Bunch i nComers 1 i 1 el

View All News -

AmericanAncestors.org

40

7 American Ancestors g | =

Saved Searches

Database Search
Name o o O s =

Years Record Type

Location . EuactLocaton Keywords

Advanced Search +

41

[ American Ancestors Leain | ®

Saved Searches

Database Search

Mame brac Search  Soundex m

Years Record Type
Location - guact Location Keywords
Database Type free

Category

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

+ Add family members +

SEARCH Reset Search

42

14
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E72 American Ancestors

Database Search

Saved Searches e
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Name Exact Search (] Soundex w
Years Record Type
Location Exact Location Keywords
Database Type Favorites L Free ) Databases with images
Coegary Database
£ American Ancestors wgin | =
Saved Searches
Database Search
Name ExactSearch | Soundex
Years Record Type
Location Exact Location Keywords
Database Type Favorites Free Databases with images
— .

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

+ Add family members +

SEARCH Reset Search

44

Location Exact Location
Database Type Favorites U Free

Category

Volume
Page
Expedition

Company

Search Flelds for Colonial Soldiers and Officers In New England, 1620177

Reywords

Databases wih images

Database

Use the Volume Selector to choose a spedific time period of conflict.
Searchable by first name, last name, residence, and year of service.

[2 Regiment, I jlable, but not
required.

Wild Cards:

2 matches any single character
= matehes any number of characters.
Enelose words to appear together in quotes
Twa characters are required before using a wildcard.

+ Add family members +

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

45
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Massachusetts 1620-1775

Officers & Soldiers in the Seventeenth-Century Conflicts

Officers & Soldiers, 1702-1722, Queen Anne's to
Dummer's War

Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars 1744-1755
Officers in the French and Indian Wars 1748-1763

Officers and Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars,
1755-1756

Society of Colonial Wars in Massachusetts Membership
Applications, 1560-1970 NEW!

2/27/2024

46

2
a0

Locate the Primary source

of the Muster Rolls

* Locate source book or online
* Consult in person or digital copy

¢ Inquire the size of the document

Seeking the Primary Source

48
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' 1)
Tip
Adopt your ancestor’s

regiment

2/27/2024

Adopt your ancestor’s regiment

* Research each individual
¢ Look for additional MSS
¢ Who were the officers?

* Did they fight together again?

50

Published Resources:
Muster Rolls and Military Histories

* Compilations of Colonial soldiers

Published histories of battles 3 f
and wars Rewar

* Hereditary Society publications

Soldiers in
King Philip’s
War

51
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Library Catalog

EA American Ancestors

Catalog Search

Search for books, e-bocks, m ind microfarm

Subject Search

Subject:|French and Indian War

Exarples:

« benson family
+ lincain county

= german americans
« nava scotia deeds

Looking for something else?
+ Search Amecca
+ arowse g

library.nehgs.org

52

estors Databases
v & Archives

Library Catal
gl‘g rary Aa alog

cestors

SUBECT ~| [Frenchand ind|

System Sorted +| Sort|[Search

Add to emailprint queve Select All Save to My Lists

niries

E
Num  Select SUBJECTS (136 of 36) e 171 Foung

See United States History French and Ingian War, 17541763

French And Indian War 1754 1763 Connecticut istory Registers

And inian War 1754 1763 Connecticut History Sources:

French And Indian War 1754 1763 Delaware History Registers

French And Indian War 1754 1763 Fort Ticonderaga N ¥ History Personal Narratives.

French And Indian War 1754 1763 Maryland History Registers
French And Indian War 1754 1763 Massachusests History

French 1758 1763

French 17541763 Massach

French And Indian War 1754 1763 New York State History

53

Hereditary Societies
1638 : Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company
1927 : National Society Women Descendants of A. & H. A. C.

1893 : General Society of Colonial Wars
1932 : National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars

1896 : National Soc. of Colonial Daughters of the 17 Century
1896 : Order of Founders and Patriots of America
1898 : National Society Daughters and Patriots of America

1987 : Continental Society Sons of Indian Wars
1988 : Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars

54

18
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American
Revolutionary War
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Determine if he fought -
Too Young or Too Old ?

Ages not listed, no town given

Age range of typical soldier, 18-35
Average birth year 1735-1760
Extremes early 1700s & late 1760s

56

Family Relics in the Attic

o Letters

o Diaries

« Paintings

o Guns & Swords
« Discharge Papers

’,- dmnl/ Kui¥ o;«,.,ugz / 4,;4;- 4
Vo wvagior oo <o Lo é}mwa{, L iagemtni
Jé}a/.m., ,g,‘/m,, 35

}s& .

o e
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Oral Family Traditions

1775 to 2023
o Lost in translation

Preserving stories

« Confirming stories with
primary sources

¢ Hero or Deserter?

« Proving or disproving
Grandma

58

Cemetery
Clues and Pitfalls

* Is there a gravestone for your vet?

« Cemetery and burial records

« Transcribed gravestones

» Where is his spouse buried?

« Is there a flag marker?

- S.A.R. marker on the right grave?

59

Forgotten Images

* Do you have an image of your soldier?

* Did your veteran live into the 1830s?

20
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Useful Resources

* Muster rolls  Pension files

* Quartermaster ¢ Journals and

rolls diaries
e Published ¢ 1840 Census

genealogies

* Maps %M/M,‘MN;-

+ Correspondence = Zﬁ,’fj 3

from officers ’ TH?: ccoptiicipe - =

regiment!
* Town histories
61
Going from

Published Accounts to
Muster Rolls

62

Mass. Soldiers & Sailors

The following is his

ionary War sketch from Soldiers and Sailors in the
Revolutionary War (12:559).

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., whicK marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6
days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah
Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council
Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers
of companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army;
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co. [year not

iven]; copy of a receipt dated New Eury, march 18, 1777, signed by men

elonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks service, appears on reverse
of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of
Mass. militia; list of officers to be commissioned in said regiment; ordered in
Council June 26, 1777, that said officers be commissioned; reported
commissioned June 26, 1777.

63

21
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Looking for the Sources
¢ Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col.

Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm
of April 19, 1775; service, 6 days; also, Captain; return of militia
officers who joined Col. Jedediah Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury
Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council Feb. 3, 1776, that said

officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers of companies
under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army;
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co.
[year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777,

signed by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks
service, appears on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel
Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers to be

commissioned in said regiment; ordered in Council June 26, 1777, that
said officers be commissioned; reported commissioned June 26, 1777.

64

Muster Roll Index Microfilm

* Massachusetts Muster Rolls (index file cards) of
the Revolutionary War, 1767-1833 259 Microfilms

65

Family Tree Search Memories Indexing

Records  Family Tree  Genealogies  Catalog ~ Books  Wiki

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS =]

Muster rolls (index file cards) of the Revolutionary War,
1767-1833 [Massachusetts]

Authors: Massachusetts. Secretary of State (Main
Author)
Massachusetts. State Archives (Repository)

Format; Manuscript/Manuscript on Film

Language: English

Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1995-1996

Physical 259 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

References (Digital Collection) Massachusetts,

Revolutionary War, index cards to muster
rolls, 1775-1783

FamilySearch.org

66
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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67

3

Capt. Jonathan Poor

xington Alarms; Vol. / 3, page L “3&3%

Volume: 13 - Page: 43

68

FamilySearch.org

Family Tree ' Search Memories Indexing

Genealogies | Catalog  Books  wiki

4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS & PRINT [B) ¢

Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) of the
Revolutionary War [Massachusetts and Rhode Island]
Authors: Massachusetts. Secretary of State (Main

Author)

Manuscript/Manuscript on Film

English

Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the
Genealogical Soclety of Utah, 1993

Physical 44 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

Microreproduction of documents at Massachusetts State Archives, Boston, Massachusetts.
View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations €
Subjects

Locality Subjects
United States, Massachusetts - Military records - Revolution, 1775-1783

United States, Rhode Island - Military records - Rev 17751783
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Citing the Primary Source

* Jonathan Poor “Newbury. Captain of a company
of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.)
Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19,
1775; service, 6 days”[]

73

Citing the Primary Source

* Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808)
of the Revolutionary War - Lexington Alarm rolls
1775, 13:43. [FHL US/CAN Film
#1906243] Online:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9
M-CSJ7-HJMC?i=416&cat=729681 (May 3, 2019)
Repository: Massachusetts State Archives.
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Going beyond Abstracts
and

Dissecting Pension Files
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Genealogical Abstracts
Of Revolutionary War
Pension Files
Volume III: N - Z

Abstracted by
Virgil D. White

Virgil White Pension Abstracts
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Joshua, CT Line & Green Mtn Boys, 541326, BLW #2354-200-31 May 1790 assignee
appl 30 Mar 1818 at Addison in Addison Co VT, in 1820 sol was aged 70
living with hin; Mary 34, Amy 27, Huldah 19 & Nancy aged 16 also a
1821 at Bridport VT +
Joshua, Cont & MA Lines, Electy, W8308, sol m Sartwell 30
Sullivan Co NH, sol appl 23 Jul 1832 in Allegany Co NY a res

5 appl 7 May 1850 at Pike which
age of 73 yrs, sol had orig appl 13 Jul 1818 in Allegany Co NY

Joshua, MA Line, $37549, he appl 13 Apr 1818 at Buxton in York
children at home; Huldah 28 who took care of the family, Almira
from Canada & with him Beecher 1

Abstracts of Rev. War Pension Files 3815

(continued) Samuel Beecher g
WHITH] iged 5, a daughter Mary was married in 1820 but her husband wasn't named
ths:e"u::l’]h“a' MA & NH Lines, Betty or Belt!ey, l‘|5y863. sol was b in 1754 in Westbury MA & he lived
Honatkariy lﬁ:::fm“k tzen moved to Grafton MA where he lived when he enl & about 1782 he moved to
o o NH Betty or Betsey Wood 17
Jun 1778 at Harvard in gorro iere he lived when he appl 29 Aug 1832, sol m Betty o y
he d there 2 Fob 1835 & hin wi anw a: Samuel b 17 Jun 1779 & d 6 Jul

Joshua Whitney Abstract

‘cester Co MA & she was b 19 Apr 1755, he appl 29 Aug 1832 at Henniker NH &

77

voue  semacn [seowse ] wewonws

Newitamgshie wadden

New sesey wade
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Revsutonrywar olls free v
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Revsiutionst War Seice and Imprisanment
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Revolutionary War > Revolutionary War ensions » Massachusetts > W

Whitney » Joshuawhitney > Page1

se the collections

ETERAN SURNAME s VETERAN NAME 51

80
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e ref 7
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Joshua Whitney Pension File

81

27
©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 4: Basics of Early New England Research

2/27/2024

T

N T
AR i ot e g T o0 o g o

s, Ml B gl forisol. i M G ot 2 e Pt
s W s ‘:’ 7 S

Tl s st K g 7758 s 3 P 11 s i
Mo tliit~ T g, Iy bl o e tont wrtouns FeriliRD gpry
I8 AEDLot G S e Hit T Gorfonsez crtite Frcrarrie
;*w‘m,.;w.ﬁg(ww_.g-.ﬁamaw |

sl e Bl cim arrrrysmonti s Gt |
S ourelin 2D Tk gyt G s o ot
Hhrtiate fvin 9 onr %ﬁ@;a carar
Corer2r70ns DD oy Gt Ptz oo Mok Torins Sl

W—‘.«aa.w%f-\-—- S S

Y, Trccainsd opsss citedoonsge Jriomn 05 arp at e
o o M tirns o Pl Bereg Tt st o B
G o s K DY Ltk e L e T i
9'»1/,'—,-;,.‘.4 B e
s Rt 80l M ot 1222 i 5
¥ g 9ot Mg s

D Pacs /‘mr..Zr.w_ ] o
Apo 18100 Pl T

Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File

2/27/2024

o shndldn i o § o

88

T
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

Jure 18, 1926,

Combastonar of Fenstone,

Dear o4rs

ou ¥indly send me en abrtract of the ponsion
soritostion ot .r m .mm. Thtney of York County, Tainet | 1t 4s

or 1836, (“enate Docunents,
Taine. aanion nold pore 36.)

Tiret rossien 23ed Conere

Hits aze in 1619, ot which the he vas pliced on tho
Tention Belt, 4n ciren an 8 yiars, whdoh veuld v e dnte of Mo
birth

onod Fenstoner S = prost grend father,

and 1 dosire this bo ertebtish m SIAEIBLILRY 40 Join the Tons of ne

Tneriomn Tevolutis

Thanidng you i advance, 1 romen
rosmetaully,
Vory ety ey

NoTicE— O o~
e e Carrlor 24, P Ou,
ety ety e
WA sty and Often. Ry
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i Hnited States oot Office _ ey ’
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Final Payment Vouchers

90

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

30



Class 4: Basics of Early New England Research

2/27/2024

FINAL PAYMENT VOUCHER RECEIVED FROM
THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

RV MiN 1on p : GSA DEC 69 7068

Index Card to Final Payments

91

NARA - Final Payment Vouchers

92

-
War Fepartment.

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIM

1 CEITIFY (hat, i1 conformity with the Law of the United
Shates, of the 480 Mareh, 1848,

/’ /////,/7///“%/;/.7

it o o5 e DLz M

o o
e

NARA - Final Payment Vouchers
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N. inal Payment Vouchers
94
1840 Census of Pensioners
* Revolutionary
War pensioners
and widows
) ¢ First census to
OENSUS OF PENSIONERS. give exact age
TR bt
g yapm e | oo e ¢ Lists who veteran
s is residing with
RUSSELL COUNTY.
“Thomas Gravas,
S D
Jon Polly,
95
Daniel Frederick Bakeman
| * Born: October 9, 1759
« Died: April 5, 1869
* Tryon Co., NY Militia,
1777-1781
96
32
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Look for diaries of
fellow soldiers
Journals and Diaries

* Published journals Tt i
¢ Transcribed accounts
¢ Local historical g
societies '
Rr
b=
98
T American Ancestors. History, Herltage & Culture Bockitos () Ao
Search Events Membership Give Publications. Export Holp Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initistives
& databases E
a a
a &
Qa @
e =
United States (18) a o
—" I
DATE. a &
Pre 1700 (8] a &k
1701750 01 =
== -
AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database/
99
33

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 4: Basics of Early New England Research

2/27/2024

@ - 444,963,531

norecorss - |[ERED. ) oo v

ANINTRODUCTION To ° Introducing Fold3
The Premier Collection of .
American Military Records | =2

Discover your family's miltary past

S News Updated Collections

]

e Batte o Bk i

S Featured Honor Wall Pages

I Cavid Dixon Porter

Revolutionary War ar
263793 recorts

Browse US Miltary Records by War

Featured Spotight

Hereditary Societies

* National Society Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR)

National Society Sons of the American Revolution

National Society Children of the American Revolution

* General Society of the Sons of the Revolution

Society of the Cincinnati

Daughters of the Cincinnati

101

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

102
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