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Meet today’s presenter

Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Resources
• Finding Aids
• Study Projects
• Compiled Genealogies

• Periodicals
• Mayflower Resources
• Records
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Resources
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/town-guides
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/town-guides
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Historical data relating to counties, cities, and towns in Massachusetts
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Finding Aids
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Torrey’s New England Marriages
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Source List for Torrey's New 
England Marriages to 1700
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Study Projects
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Great Migration Study Project
• Directed by Robert Charles Anderson, FASG

• Started in 1988

• Genealogical and biographical sketch for immigrants 
to New England from 1620 to 1640

• Fifteen published volumes

• Newsletter (bound versions available)

• Tours and other educational programs

• Searchable online databases
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Published Volumes
• The Great Migration Directory

• The Great Migration Begins: 
Immigrants to New England 
1620-1633 (3 vols.)

• The Great Migration: 
Immigrants to New England 1634-1635 (7 vols.)

• The Great Migration: Immigrants to New England 1636-1638 (1 vol)
o Surnames A-Be

• The Pilgrim Migration: Immigrants 
to Plymouth Colony 1620-1633

• The Winthrop Fleet: Massachusetts Bay 
Company Immigrants to New England 1629-1630

• The Mayflower Migration: Immigrants to Plymouth, 1620

• The Great Migration Newsletter, vols. 1-25

Class 2: Basics of Early New England Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 23



Why this time period?
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Who is included?
• If person appeared in a record

• Direct or indirect implication of arrival 

• Appearance of immediate family of a person 
known to have arrived
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Indirect Implication 
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What information is included?
• Origin

• First Residence

• Removes

• Return Trips

• Occupation

• Church membership

• Freeman

• Education

• Offices

• Estate

• Birth

• Death

• Marriage

• Children

• Associations

• Comments

• Bibliographic 
note
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Sources Used
• Passenger lists 

(original, published, 
and reconstructed)

• Lists of Freemen

• Colony and court 
records

• Notarial records

• Town records

• Vital records

• Land records

• Church records

• Journals and letters

• Citation in brackets 
with abbreviated 
source; see Key to Titles
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Early New England Families 
• Directed by Alicia Crane Williams

• Genealogical and biographical sketch for those who 
married in New England from 1641 to 1700

• Grouped by year of marriage

• Two published volumes

• Searchable online database

• New sketches posted online
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Who is included?
• Using Clarence Almon Torrey’s New England 

Marriages Prior to 1700 as guide

• Anyone who married in 
New England in this time 
period and included in Torrey 
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AmericanAncestors.org/publications/early-new-england-research
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Searchable Database
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Print!

Class 2: Basics of Early New England Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 38



Compiled 
Genealogies
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Periodicals 
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Go-To Periodicals
• New England Historical and Genealogical Register

• New York Biographical & Genealogical Record

• The Mayflower Descendant

• The American Genealogist

. . . and more!
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www.americanancestors.org/search/advanced-search

Class 2: Basics of Early New England Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



AmericanAncestors.org
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Mayflower Resources
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Mayflower Families 5th Gen. Desc.
• Available at AmericanAncestors.org

• Index of all the 5th Generation descendants, 
their spouses and children

• 31 volumes in total
– Over 385,000 searchable names 
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AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database
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Mayflower Families Fifth Generation 
Descendants, 1700-1880
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Browse Mayflower Families 
Database
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Mayflower Families Sample Page
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AmericanAncestors.org
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GSMD Membership Applications, 
1620-1920

• Contains all Mayflower Society Applications for 
applicants born before 1920
– Approximately ~30,000 applications

• All data indexed for each generation

• Available to:
– American Ancestors Members
– FamilySearch Affiliate members
– GSMD Members

Class 2: Basics of Early New England Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 57



AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database
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AncesTREES
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Choose a Passenger
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Records
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Vital Records

Church Records

Cemetery Records

Probate Records 

Court Records

Town Records

Military Records

Notarial Records
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/17th-c-new-england-research
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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