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Class 3: Adding Story to Family History
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Americans tend to enjoy rags-to-riches stories and the idea of the self-made man, but as a famous

philosophy thesis posits, nothing comes from nothing. A successful person who overcame hard-
ships still came from a web of families that passed on their talents, values, and work ethic. This
book, Ancestors of Albert James Zdenek, Sr. and Rose Marie Mildred Prince, shows how a diverse
background led to the many accomplishments of Albert J. Zdenek, Jr.

These woven-together families came from different places. The ancestors of Albert James

Zdenek, Sr. and Rose Marie Mildred Prince emigrated from four European countries: Czech
Republic, Germany, Ireland, and England. Two famili denek and J Sek—hailed from South

Bohemia; four—Prince, Molitor, Hitt, and Huber—came from Germany, the regions of Trier, perhaps

‘Westphalia, and Swabia, respectively. The English families included Bailey; Fletcher, and Wine/Wines,
while the Irish contingency included the Kennedy, Johnston, Grew, McGinnis, and Hagerty families.

__The @ies_me( and blended together in the America “melting pot” Having arrived in
1 York, Delaware, and Virginia, the descendants lly made Philadelphi
ly (in Delaware by 1790), the Huber family (in
lew York by 1790 and probably as early as 1661) all
0 and then to Indiana. In Illinois, a Kennedy bride

= Voice of
Kyle Hurst
T Senior Genealogist

in 1909. During the Great Depression, the couple
to Philadelphia. On Rose Marie’s side, families like Prince, Molitor, Johnston,
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Components

* Family = genealogical sketches

* History = context

* Story = combine genealogical, biographical,
contextual facts

2/2/2024

Justice Bayless/Bailey
was born probably in New
York, about 1760, and
died after 1850. He
married by 1788, Sarah

, born in New York,
about 1766.

Orange County, New York
was just over the river

I from Upper Smithfield

Township. Originally, the
township was in Wayne
County, then in Pike
County when that
divided, and finally in
Monroe County.

Justice Bailey, like many
who lived through the
formation of the United
States of America, was
quite mobile. As new
lands and new
transportation options
opened up, Justice
continually moved
westward across his new
country.

Get organized...
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Review

Organize ideas then data

Table of contents
Structure

Consider deadlines

Consider audience
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Incorporating narrative into
genealogy

Insert after birth-death-marriage info, within a genealogical
sketch.

Include narrative chapters before and/or after the
genealogical presentation.

Insert narrative or explanatory information in features /
sidebars / boxed inserts.

EC PR

, , Provide transcriptions of wills, interviews, or letters in one

or more appendixes.

FIRST GENERATION

1 Dasans!

The Keane Fan
Kilballyowen Parish

of Dani
. nseri

now known a5 County Clare wasthe home ofthe O'Brien family who

Narrative chapters and within sketches

 Vesamimoie sty

Se— THADDEUS CARTER, ¥ 128
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Incorporating genealogy
into narrative .
Make the main body of your text a
narrative and include the genealogy
— Register style or AT — as end
matter.
- Provide genealogical information in
o6 e chart form.
An
Americ
Ramil
FIGHTING AND FARMING
Simon Davis and the Struggles
of the Barly Setlers
Narrative with genealogy in back =
4
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- L
Tip
7 %,,,/
Use the genealogical
numbering systems!
5
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o (3 (]
Writing narrative
Storytelling
Novel Genealogy
Eﬂ Plot -(I;:Z:(ﬁ)sn, overcoming, etc.)
1\ Conflict BE ;I;ir:air?cr:mystery, etc.)
PPl Transition between scenes % 4 Move time/location
(3;' Characters £, Ancestors
B3 Dpialogue o7 Quotes
Story Structure
v Table of contents
MIDDLE v Genealogy
l v Within narrative
END
6
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Eventful Events

Originating
Event

Resolution

2/2/2024

Boards ship purchasgfhmm.e

Getting started
. Just start typing
= '
@ Later, reread and look for patterns.

u Include only what is of interest; omit info
that the reader can easily find elsewhere.

The year aftes they wed, they lived at 1 Waverly Place in Chelsea. Thomas worked as a stevedore at
Mystic Whart in Charlestown."
‘When Mabel was bom in 1392, the Jameson family resided at 19 Medford in Boston. Her father was

from England and reland. He

‘Thomas and Nora had at Icast five children baptized at St. Catherine of Siena in Charlestown by
1895, They had at least five more baptized a1 Immaculate Conception in Revere between 1897 and 1902

However, two of' s infants, and their nearly 6-year-old died in 1903,
stillbom daughter in 1904 who was buried at Bunker Hil in Boston.’
Near Halloween 1895, Thomas and Nora bomowed S1 Hadley (of

purchase (from Jacob E. Anthony of Everetr) 2250 square feet in Lot 2 with a five-foot-wide strip of Lot §
o0 Olive Street cast of Elwood Place in Revere. The mortgage was for ten years, and they had paid by
late 1904

Asof 1899, Thomas in Charlestown but also sold 1
Olive Street, Revere. As of 1902/3, his occupations hadn't changed, but the address was 22 Olive Street
In 1911, be was a foreman living at 28 Olive Street ”

In 1900, the Jameson family mortgaged a house at 10 Qlive Street in Revere. Seven of their nine
children sl lived. Thomas was Mystic Whart, igrated i 1880 and
since naturalized, and Noea had imigeated about 1853, Their household also featured Dasiel O'Brien,
bom in lreland, January 1846, 3 years and had 1897 and not yet
nanuralized.
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During the fist half of the 18905, the
f-they_prgceeded to have five more ch

on Medford Street were located

Playground), right by the Chelsea

and fourteen rooms. It even featured “water closets on each floor” At the
the buildings own d expect e about $504 in

teh s e address was 13 Ofive Sereet e
S omes. Tl s we the oot Catho P

tended to

‘mostly working.ck

s Mystic Whart
v T
Jeary 1846, whe o b masried 2) o ond

Siena Chapel within is lower

Noras father Daniel and sister Ellen

oween in 1895, Thomass promotion 1o foreman allowed him to

n Olive Street in Revere. Although this s the farthest

«d Nora borrowed $1270 (from &
om Jacob E. Anthony of Evere

iwood Place.

. e © i il bt 1901 o 1502,
Notes to manuscript i e Stet The v rooms and
2 bath “pped for hot and cold atee” While Thomas sl worked at Mystic

Whart, Nor o groceris from theie home ™!

Cite as you write!

How to add the narrative

X Chronologically

L : Thematically

q% One topic per paragraph
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Kyle Hurst et al, Selected Ancestors of Nelson McMahon and
Louise Rathbun (Newbury Street Press, c2020).

Thematically then chronologically

Tesac xnd Elinor Wright basically

2/2/2024

> It’s hard to bottle!

» Show don't tell.
» Use plain language.
» Avoid wordiness.

> Avoid repetition.

An engaging writing style

» Use the active voice when possible.

Maine’s population growth y¥asslawin
part due to the real threat of war with
the Indians. There viere skirmishes or all

out war with native tribes from 1675
until 1747. Individuals were discouraged
by these agaressive actions from moving
to the region, despite abundant
resources. In addition to challenges from
tense interactions with the native
population, settlers experienced
difficulties with the weather.

Active and concise

Maine’s population grew slowly,
partly because of the threat of
war with the Indians. The years
between 1675 and 1747 saw:
skirmishes or all-out war with
native tribes, discouraging
settlers from moving to the
region, despite its abundant
resources. Weather posed
another challenge.
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An engaging writing style

» Avoid beginning sentences with “there is,” “there

are,” “it is,” and the like.
» Try to keep your sentences short.

» Don't try to explain too many family relationships
in your text.

» Use quotations wisely.

» Decide what to omit.

2/2/2024

[According to the 1860 census, on 17 July 1860 the Pratt household at Norwich,
(Connecticut, consisted of George Pratt, white male aged 27, [occupationllegible],

28, house keeper, born in Connecticut. The young couple was also enumeratedin
her father 18 July 1860, i

(Connecticut, included Oramel Whittlesey, white male aged 58, music teacher,

$10,000in real estate, $16,000in personal estate, born in Connecticut; C. M.

Whittlesey, white female aged 54, born in Connecticut; . T. Maginnis, white male

aged 34, music teacher, $1000 in personal estate, born in Ireland; E. T. Maginnis,

white female aged 34, born in Connecticut; O. M. Maginnis, white female aged 10,

lborn in Connecticut; . J. M: N —

P:t';v'sm‘::r,:;;‘;ed 28,1 Atthe time of the 1860 census, George, 27, was living with

aged 24 [sic), born in Conne Sarah, 28, in Norwich with $800 in personal estate. His
occupation is lawyer; she is listed as a housekeeper. They are

[The 1870 census, taken on 1 K

[Norwich, Connecticut consi S0 énumerated in the household of her father, Oramel

in real estate, $6,000in pers Whittlesey in Salem. By 1870, George was listed as a lawyer

eligible to vote; Sarah Pratt, wyith $12,000 in real estate and $6,000 in personal estate. Sarah

Connecticut; Alice Pratt, wh - e - g

born in Connecticut; Orame Was keeping house. Also living with them were their children

school within the year, born Alice, 10; Oramel, 8; Gertrude, 8; Bela, 3; and infant Susan, 7

school, has attended schoo months.

[male aged 3, at home, born

[months, born in Nov. (1869 X 5 -

aged 34, domesticservant, By 1880, Sarah was a widow. A music teacher, she was living at

[O'Reagan, white female age 11 Unjon Street in Norwich, with her daughter “Allce” [Alice] M.,

oreign birth; and Anna Keil | ¥ her: son O IW. 17, daught

Connecticut, parents of fore 19 @ls0 @ music teacher; son Oramel W, 17, daughter
Gertrude, 15, and son MinotT,, 8, all in school; and niece
Charlotte Maginnis, Asa lawyer,

George increased his wealth during the 1860s,

After George died during the following decade, his widow
Deciding what to omit Sarah and their eldest daughter both worked as music
teachers to maintain the family.

which was fortunate as he had to support five young children.

“Dam humbug”!

©September 10,2014 ® Family Stories  # Brick Walls, Critcal Analysis,

Penny Strattor

Among my husband's family papers i aletter, dated 25 October
1873, from John Dillto his mother, Susan (Berry) (Dil) Gibons.
John had left the family home In Springfield,linois,earller that
year towork on the rairoad in Texas, and he was alarmed about
the impending marriage of his younger sister, Ida DIl

Within two weeks, John was dead, likely of yellow fever. During

that time, Ida's courtship weighed heavily on his mind. Ina letter

Frank Stratton tolda dated 8 November, John's friend wrote to tell er the

particulars of John's death and then added “one more woard

this he sk on his doying beod FHat if the siter knew how ck he was she would Ehink of every

thing elcs but mareing.

John'ssister was Ida Alice Dill my husband's great-grandmother. The dreaded groom-to-
e was Frank Stratton. You can tell by my surname that the marriage took place: on 18
December 1873

Using quotations

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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,‘
Read your text aloud

Perspective

Point of View

» Authorial vs. narrative voice

» Third person vs. first person

» Don't switch viewpoints midstream

» Decide how close is close enough

11
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Hugh Hart Lusk was asked by Justice Foster if he would
defend Louisa Collins in her murder trial, which was
scheduled to begin the following week. The judge said
that there wasn't any money to pay for his services.

At the height of his career, Hugh took on the
responsibility of representing Louisa Collins pro bono.
With only a week remaining until the murder trial,
Justice Foster chose him for the defense.

One week, that’s all he had, one week to prepare a
defence in a murder trial. The prosecution had had a
month. ... What did he have? A request from Justice
Foster that he, Hugh Hart Lusk, should conduct the case
pro bono, which meant no fee, no assistance, no money
for any investigative work . . .

o o
Narrative Voice Styles
* Narrative non-fiction * Encyclopedic
Justice Bailey, like many who Between 1790 and 1810, Justice
lived through the formation of Bailey appeared in N.Y. records
the United States of America, for Orange, Tioga, and
was quite mobile. Livingston Counties.
* Journey of discovery « Distant voice
By tracing him in census, land, Justice Bailey (1760-aft. 1850)
and tax records, I found that lived in New York in 1810 and
Justice Bailey was quite mobile. in Ohio by 1835.
. i i .
Intimate voice o “Faction”
After his 50th birthday, Justice In his melancholy, Justice
decided to leave New York Bailey thought, ‘Maybe
bound for Ohio. Would he moving from place to place will
finally be at home there? bring me happiness and
success.

Truth Matters

Do Don’t
* Be tactful » Withhold “sensitive” data

* Beware bias * Exaggerate

* Maintain impartiality ~ * Judge

TEOR®

12
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CHAPTER

Anchoring 4

» Location Go WesT, YOUNG MEN
Albert, Arthur, and Edward
» Timeframe and the Expansion of America

» Generation

» Characters

Dolor Davic’s arrival in the [ESINSERISRERBORIo [)avises
vithio | B o o be fine madc Landfall o
Cambridge w ConsanlaoNeylpswich o Hyde Park.

territory over the years, particularly to lands in the American west
coming hoss to ripening new cities

that were

Jenifer Kahn Bakkala, An American Family: Four Centuries of
Labor, Love, and Reward (Newbury Street Press, c2018).

1

To Americal!

Anchoring

Dolor Davis and the Establishment
of the American Colonics

» Location CHAPTER L
4 i
o iy
» Timeframe N
» Generation Go WesT, YOoUNG MEN
Albert, Arthur, and Edward
» Characters and the Expansion of America

5 1o change and s
Cemec In 1625, ing.
af

Bakkala, An American Family
(Newbury Street Press, c2018).

Answering Questions
a 70

WHO? WHAT? WHEN?

mh S

WHERE? WHY? HOW?

13
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Biography

Adding genealogical content

l'?'l Enter data following the chosen format.

|:_/i. Add the key events in the subjects’ lives.

))) Consistency leads to clarity!

Vital data

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “FRANK” TAORMINA was born

in Partanna, Trapani, Sicily, Italy, 9 September 1891.
He died in Pompano Beach, Broward County,
Florida, 18 November 1982, and was buried at

Brookside Cemetery in Englewood, Bergen County,
New Jersey. He married at St. Mary’s Church in St.
Bernard Parish, Louisiana, 27 October 1926,

JOSEPHINE ACCARDO.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Biographical: What kind of
information?

Family Lifc in Ilinois, England, and New York
Al ugh b is, Charles L

.
o=}
=
o
o
1]
g
(]
=
—
I
w
2.
ol
1)
=1
o
@,

Religious affiliations

Personal details

d
Kyle Hurst, Ancestors and Descendants of Charles Le Caron .4
and Victoire Sprague (Newbury Street Press, 2020).  n_ v,

2/2/2024

Biographical: Where to look

Published sources Unpublished sources
* Census data « Diaries
* Ship’s registers/immigration records " * *"Letters ‘
- Wills and probate * Family 510:"155

¢+ Deeds/land records ¢/ Questionmaires

*/ Interviews

* Obituaries/gravestone inscriptions
* Newspaper articles ¥

* Books/family histories

tyle myaccount | ([l =

[ 3 American Ancestors,

®Download  #Print  BPrint Range  ~ Current View
42 1™ month 16b3: Boston, IANICT KAMSCY SCIvant [0 AICXander Adams aied, ™

ESTATE: 29 January 1677{/8]: Administra e estate of “Alexander Addams late of@gston. shipwrighDwas
d 1o “Mary his Relict in right of her Selfc and Children.™ 2 Febmary 16770/8]: Tivertory on the
of “Alexander Addams deced. Jan 16 1677,” taken by John Saul X

Early New England Families, 1641-1700

t Volume  piexander Adarms (m. 1644 -l ¢ Page 4 of6 »

v0d. was
lokbubdas Addams. ™ The total 52 dnclugingCdwelling houses w the Land fidh the
e CTdarms,” adminSTTTP =posteesemeoFTO00 vith John Scarlett and Nathanicl
Greenwood.©
19 August 1684 (signed 28 August 1684): “Samuel Addams, Caleb Stretton, Samuel Seston & William
Parkman” divided Alexander's cstate. Caleb Stration in the right of his wife, cldest daughter, received “the
house wherein he the said Caleb now dwells .....” William Parkiman received land between Stration's house

ind hi " dand 1o the east. Samuel
Adar y down (0 the low
water mark Wi TTE condition that Stration, Sexton 21 e TP right “of landing their
wood, provisions & goods for their Fmilics ...” unless Samuel paid them twenty shillings each to forfeit

that ight. A memorandum attached to the deed and dated the same: day stated that they had agreed to
different lines of division and “That Samuel Sexton shal only have the Westward part or end of the
Mansion house, the division to be mad: b, ine Stack of Chimnys .. " the remainder of
the mansion house and all of the land laid out in the original agreement to Sexton and Stratlon was o
helane tn William Parkman: 4 Nacembar 1621 the aamement wae acknoandedand hy all fanr nartiee af the

Biographical details in records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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More of the story

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “FRANK” TAORMINA was born at home at Corso Magimre in Partanna, Trapani, Sicily,
Italy, 9 September 189103 o L < ? |

age” at Pompano Beach, Broward County, Florida, 18
November 1982, an ; tery in Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey. He
married at St. Mary JRB rtagna parish na, 27 October 1926, JOSEPHINE ACCARDO,

recoras

After the First World War ended;-Frank again travelled to
America around the time of his birthday - this time about a
month after his 29th. As a healthy laborer from Partanna,
Francesco carried $60 aboard the Logan bound from Naples to
New York City. Wi i as his cousin, Giuseppe, and his

nal destimarion was the New Orleans home of his cousin,

Passenger list ina. The Taormina family in New Orleans would

soon start a food import business that would come to be known
as Progresso.

Family stories;

newspaper articles

2/2/2024

Don't let missing information

stop you from writing!

e rm——

15 s 145

e e oo, Ml e S o During the first year, Thomas sailed out with the 336-ton barque Magdala.
——

- It had been built in Sunderland a decade earlier and was owned by the Watson
Gl gt it o o e el Ao |

9 . s s e g e et e ot family. The Magdlala left for Point de Galle, Sri Lanka, the day after Thomas's

A v R ; . s, tw

e and ek ol s ST o registration. When they returned to the British Isles after about ten days, two
_mau crew members refused rvice (citing “fri ridiculous

I w—— — 1l €XCuses.” in the opinion of the magistrates) and were sentenced to six weeks of

o s, o i e G Mssies ¥t | hard labor.®' Perhaps this was enough to show Thomas that life on the sea was
o . R | hic i

e et e snegepn] n0t for him, because he chose instead to work at a wharf for most of his life.

e o i a1 Thomas braved at least one last major sea voyage when he left England for
pmg i gy i 198 K| America, According to

s own memory, he arrived in early February 1881 at
e ——— Galveston, Texas. The port there had attracted immigrants sincearound the time
Texas joined the United States (in 1845), but it took decades before an official
US. Customs immigration station was set up at ts Pier 29. Unfortunately, the

National Archives’ collection is missing the ports records for 1871-1894. Even
without those documents, we know that from the 1840s through the 1940s,
over 130,000 immigrants arrived at Galveston. With the selection (in 1906) of
Galveston over New Orleans as the official point of entry, by 1915 Galveston
became known as the “Ellis Island of the West*2

From Texas, Thomas could have traveled by ship or by train to the
northeastern states. Likely, he had to stop over in New York before making his
way to Massachusetts. He seems to have settled at Chelsea by 1884, but he was
certainly in the area at the end of 1886 when he declared his desire for US.

Qualifying words citizenship. Having petitioned for naturalization two years later, he officially

became a citizen on 7 January 1889.'

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Gaps and unsolved problems

0 Enter what you have and highlight it
for later attention.

Enter what you have -In your preface

and indicate the need  -In the text
for further research. -In reference notes

Robert Abell disappears from the records until 4 December 1638, when he
appeared before the General Court [MBCR 1:247], where his record
immediately precedes two others relating to Weymouth. Where was Robert
Abell during these seven and a half years? Would an adult of substan
status have resided in Weymouth for this entire period without crea

I social

single record? Did he perhaps return to England for part of this time? Further
evidence for this period of Robert Abell’slife would be welcome. Appendix

Based on these concerns, future research may determinethat the records = CONRIOE FAMILY

in this sketch actually pertain to two men named Robert Abell, one who was

d An Ne fcMahon

whury Street Press, c2020).

briefly in New England in 1630 and 1631, and a second who had arrived by Kyle Hurst
1639 and resided at Weymouth and Rehoboth. . ... and Low

Context

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Timeline

@

Frank Taormina born
Frank emigrates
Josephine Accardo born
Uddo & Taormina
company forms

Frank & Josephine
marry

Progresso forms
Progresso factory opens
inNJ

Frank retires

Progresso sold

@ ) )
%  Frank emigrates again
Frank dies

1941-1925

Wwii

LE’

1890-1920
Emigration of over 4 million Italians to USA

2/2/2024

Noting ideas

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “FRANK” TAORMINA was born at home at Corso Maggiors in Partanna,
Trapani, Sicily, Ttaly, 9 September 1891 (at 3:30 2m.). He died cf “old age™ at Pompano Beach
Breward County, Florida, 18 November 1982, and wes buried at Brookside Cemetery in
Englewood, Bargen County, New Jersey. He manied at St Mary's Church in St 3emard,
Louisiana, 27 October 1926, JOSEPHINE ACCARDO.

After the First World War ended, Frank again travelled to Ameriza around the time of his
birthday - this time about a moxth after his 29th. As a healthy laborer from 2artarna. Francesco
caned 30 fboard the Zogar]bound from Naples to New York City. With him was his cousin

Guseppe, and his final destination was the New Orleans] F
The Taomnina family in New Orleans would soon start a food import business that
t0 be knewn as Progresso]

ment [KH]: Bevrvvould istipbave
ot b

Context: What kind of info?

* Historical events/eras/background

* Geograph THE LIPPITTS OF

COOPERSTOWN

beliefs/practices

 Descriptions

Christopher C. Child et al, Descendants of ohn Lippitt of
Providence and Warwick, Rhode Island (Newbury Street Press, c2021)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

18



Class 3: Writing and Publishing Your Family History

THE ELEMENTS OF SOCIAL HISTORY

Place homeland, region, town, nearby city, countryside, neighborhood, land,
property

Architecture design, usage, materials, location, landscaping, interior decor,
vernacular style, outbuildings, repair, alteration, display, storage, inheri-

tance

Tine and Season ways they and scason, work hours, rhyth
of life, climate changes, seasonal events, holiday eclcbrations, daily
schedules

Family seructre, powes, division of labor, levels of cohesion, muclear and

2/2/2024

extended, servants, adopred and step members, pets,

surro-

gates

Marriage cercmonies, relationships, gender roles, sexualicy, com
infidelity idowhood, inh
relations, customs, dress, property, divorce, nonraditional p
ildraising conception, bitth control, ey, birth, medical
practices, inheritance, nurture, discipline, religion, education
work, play, toys, pets, adolescence, initiations, organizations
dsess, montality, grieving,

Old Age anirudes, care, power, work, ceremnies,

Work jobs, professions, types of Iabor, schedules, equipment, trairing, cthics
methods, attitudes, clothing, income, seasonality, rank, age and gender
discincrions, conditions, organizations, transportation, hazards, fairncss,
manuals, publication structare, manufacturing

Ecomomy business, baokkeeping, income, expenses, prices, currency, invest-
ments, losses, inflation, depression, theft, chasity, faxes, invensory, prop-
ey, inheritance, accourting, seling

Technology cquipment, utilitics, machines, tools, utensils, methods, inven-

inhcrizance, housing, hbbies, healih, dress, defecence, wisdc
Death lfe expectancy, causes, healeh, medical care, burial, funet
h b b

Religion denominations, beliefs, practices, ceremonies, discrimir
turcs, icans, hierarchies, group behavior, intermarriage, chilc
Education at-home, pablic or private, equipment, disciplioe, teas
room, rural schools, advanced, apprenticcship, boarding, on

ks, social lif c

coles, scholarly subjccrs, research, higher education, professi

Katherine Sturd:
Sociit Histary (€

ay Buoks. c2000),

s, work, houschold, farm,

‘medical, emergency, flight, space, photopraphy

Recreation seasanal nature, timing, organizations, dress, equipment, rules,
competit alar culiure, hobbies, arts, games, toys, music, awards,
travel, socializing, technology, television, radio, films, oratory, festivals,
traditional ethnic and regional customs

Migration mobi i d pull fs behav
ior, routes, assimilation, enclaves, return migration, foodways, bealth,
transported possessions, wrilten accounts, work, recreation, vehicles

Rank systems, organizations, politics, work, deference, wealth, inberitance,
property, influcnce, public office, honor and shame, publicity, display of|
cank, attitudes

Politics i ions, o voting, !

partics, interest groups, cmpaigning, taxes, teform, cOMPCEs, women's
suffrage

War andmilitary motives, deaft, common soldier experience, costumes, equip]
‘ment, healzh, disease, medical care, wounds, bateles, chores, training, rank{

i homefront expericnces, epidemics, shortages, inflation, mo

ansportation, alter service, conscientious objection, veterans]

Don't write about big topics that
are beyond the scope of your
family history.

(Please don't try to explain the American Revolution.)

Published sources

* Histories R

* Timelines

* Maps/Gazetteers

o Websites/Publicgtions

¢ News

Where to obtain background
info for your narrative

by/about subject matter' T

Unpublished sources
* Manuscript collections
« Governmental records

* Interviews
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Story in context

Journal article about
After the First World War ended, Frank again traviGlChEululH ey
America around the time of his birthday - thistime about a
month after his 29th. Italian immigration fo American had
just begun to taper off after the arrival of 4 million of Frank’s
countrymen. As a healthy laborer from Partanna, Francesco
carried $60 aboard the Logan bound from Naples to New York
City. With him was his cousin, Giuseppe, and his final
destination was the New Orleans home of his cousin, Rosario
Taormina. So many Sicilians like them had settled there that
the French Quarter was nicknamed “Little Palermo.” The
Taormina family inew Orleans would soon start a food

import business that would come to be known as Progresso.

New Orleans website

2/2/2024

During the

The Scottish branch of the

According to.an 1871 inquiry, the primar

the people hav ﬂ(wew In imploring change, Con
Thomas Edmonston expl

in 18817

W
Read historical

nonfiction
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JOHNS

S THESE
| TRUTHS

T I
NATHANIEL
PHILBRICK

He

e Sea

Ron Chernow

- ~ ALEXANDER HAMILTON
eMayflower ;

-

THE NLR 10T THIES BESTS)

il Next

H-CENTURY ODYSSEY OF
ABLE JEWISH FAMILY _ud)

2/2/2024

-
-
e
- ®
-
-
= 1.
-
-
>
=
= -
- 2
=
»
-
-
-
- 3.
- !
- @
-
-
-
.
-
-
-
-

t Family:

| v Add contextual info that puts your

i Story:

Try it!

v" Make a timeline of significant moments in
an ancestor’s life.

History:

ancestor’s life in perspective.

v' Combine the biographical and contextual
info using your preferred narrative style.
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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