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American Family History
Research
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Jonathan Hill
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OVERVIEW

* Presentation (60 mins.)

*  Overview of the 1870 Brick Wall
* Case Studies
*  Helpful Resources

¢ Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Jonathan Hill, Researcher,
10 Million Names Project
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1870 Brick Wall
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What is the 1870 Brick Wall?

* The 1870 US Federal Census is the first Federal
Census after the emancipation of slavery.

* This is typically the first federal census which
names formerly enslaved people with first and last
names, ages and household composition.

* When researching African American Genealogy
this is the most common place to run into a brick
wall for research.
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What type of records can | use?

¢ Freedmen's Bureau records

* State Specific Schedules or Registers

¢ 1867 Voter Lists

» Military and Pension Records

Freedmen’s Bureau records

* The Freedmen’s Bureau was responsible for the
supervision and management of all matters
relating to formerly enslaved people in the
Southern United States.

* There are many different types of Freedmen’s
Bureau Records.

* These records are held in a variety of locations
virtually: (Some on Ancestry.com, FamilySearch
and the Smithsonian Website).

Divisions of the Freedmen’s Bureau

¢ There were four divisions that records are held under
* Government Controlled Lands

* Records will relate to land and property occupied by Federal
Troops during the Civil War.

* Financial Affairs

* Records will relate to The Freedmen's Banks and other financial
institutions.

*  Medical Affairs
* Records will relate to food, healthcare, shelter and medical care.

* Records
+ Can be a variety of record types, including school lists,
educational records and even vital records that occurred on
military lands.
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List of Departments of the
Freedmen's Bureau

Alabama * Maryland & Delaware
Arkansas * Mississippi
District of Columbia * Missouri
(Washington, DC) .

* North Carolina
Florida .

* South Carolina
Georgia

* Tennessee
Kentucky

* Texas
Louisiana L

* Virginia

2/23/2024
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State Specific Schedules or
Registers

* States often have specific collections that give detailed
information about formerly enslaved individuals.

* An example is the 1867 Maryland Slave Statistics

* These registers were compiled in 1867 and record the
first and last name of every person enslaved in the state
of Maryland as of the year 1864.

* These records are recorded by county and some are
available to view for free on the Maryland State
Archives Website
¢ We will see an example in a case study later in the

presentation .

11

1867 Voter Registration

* For many southern states, the voter lists from the
1867 Elections have survived.

* These records can put your ancestor at a specific
location depending on where they registered.

* These records will also show other eligible voters
in the area which can help with cluster research.

12
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Military Records

* Records related to African American soldiers
during the American Civil War can be
outstanding resources for family history research.

The following types of records can be extremely
helpful:

* Widows Pensions

* Disability or Minors Pensions

» Compiled Service Files
* Unit Rosters and Muster Rolls

13

Overall Helpful Tips

Spellings of surnames can vary greatly from
record to record. Try very broad and phonetic
spellings for best results.

* Always look at other members of the same
household to try to expand the network of
possible associates and family.

* Ages of individuals can vary greatly from record
to record. Be aware that ages of formerly enslaved
people are likely going be very broad.

14

Developing a
Research Strategy
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Developing a Research Strategy

Fy Step one: Write out clear research questions
g Step Two Know Your History
O‘ Step three: Identify Potential Sources

Gather Information — Keep it
organized

() StepFour:

(53 Step Five: Repeat steps 1-4

16

Research Strategy Step 1:
Write Out Clear Research Questions

* Was this individual born into slavery?

¢ If so, who enslaved them?

¢ Can we find more information about their
parents?

17

Research Strategy Step 2:
Know Your History

* Create a timeline of Virginia Slave Laws

* Note laws that may lead to record sets

* Know where you are

* Look at maps from the time period and today.

18
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Create a Timeline

19

Research Strategy Step 3:
Identify Potential Sources

» What historical events on your timeline may have
created records?

* Check state, county, local, and university libraries
and archives for collections specific to slavery or
freedmen.

20

VirginiaUntold: The African American
Narrative

www.lva.virginia.gov

21
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www.lva.virginia.gov

2/23/2024

22

Laws Creating Records in Virginia

* 1853 - Virginia requires the registration of births
and deaths including enslaved people.

* 1850 - Virginia demands that emancipated slaves
leave the state within a year and forbids the
legislature from freeing any slave.

¢ 1865 — 13th Amendment and establishment of the
Freedmen’s Bureau.

23

Research Strategy Step 4:
Gather and Organize Information
* Make checklists of record sets you want to check.

* Determine what information you can pull from
each record.

* Make sure your notes are easy to view quickly and
include as much information as possible.

* Suggestion: use Microsoft Excel to organize
complex research.

24
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What you can learn from the
1870 Census

* It can tell you exactly where your ancestors were
beyond just an enumeration district.

* Note neighbors to compare to the 1860 federal
census and/or maps of the area.

¢ Who owned land in the area (check Real Estate
Value column).

* Compare to 1860 Slave Schedules for Slaveowners.

¢ Provide additional surnames to research.

25

QUESTIONS?

Case Study 1:
Warren Woodland
(Maryland)
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1870 United States Federal Census

* Warren Woodland

— Born about 1842 in Maryland

— Living in St. Mary’s County, Maryland in 1870
|
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Questions for Case Study

1. Was Warren Woodland enslaved?

2. If so, who was he enslaved by?

29

Look at local resources

1864 "Slave Census” or “Slave Statistics’

30

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 10



Class 3: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Google

Slave statistics of Saint Mary's County, Maryland X 4 G

www.google.com

31

Go gle Slave statistics of Saint Mary's County, Marylane X & & Q

Images  Perspoctives  News  Videos  Shopping  Maps  Books  Fights  Finance

g Marvland State Archives (gov)

W pips msa nd.gov» msa » speccol s um

Slave Statistics of St. Mary's County Maryland, 1864 ...

For each enslaved person, the recards show his or her name, sex, age, physical condition, term
of servitude, date of emancipation, and, if applicable,

www.google.com

32

A rchives of Maryland Online

PLEASE NOTE
contain typograp!

e aad may
troubling. Click_5#rch this volume ~ for
&0

Maryiand Stato Archive o | Soarcs

Volume 369

Slave Statistics of St. Mary's County Maryland
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Stave Statisics of St Mary's Connty Maryland, 1864, Commissioner Gearge B, Dent by Agnes Kane Callam
Volume 369, Page 177 1 LS NEXT ==

msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/html/index.html

34
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Answers to initial question:

¢ Was Warren Woodland enslaved?

* Yes

* If so, who was he enslaved by?

* He was enslaved by Mrs. Matilda Hamilton

37

Case Study 2:
Edward Lewis

(Louisiana)

1880 United States Census for Edward
Lewis

39
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Questions for Case Study 2:

1. Who were the parents of Edward Lewis?

2. Did Edward have siblings or extended family?

40

The Freedman'’s Bank

* The Freedman's Savings and Trust Company was
incorporated in 1865 by an act signed by
President Abraham Lincoln.

* The purpose of the company was to create an
institution where former slaves and their
dependents could place and save their money.

41

Freedmen's Bureau Bank Records

* When people opened accounts at the Freedmen's
Bank, they were required to provide a great deal of
personal information to ensure that bank officials
could locate family members in the event of a
depositor’s death.

¢ The records of 29 branches of the Freedmen's
Bank survive today.

¢ These records are on Ancestry.com and
FamilySearch.org.

42
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* Atlanta, Georgia

* Augusta, Georgia

* Baltimore, Maryland

* Beaufort, South Carolina

* Charleston, South
Carolina

* Columbus, Mississippi

* Huntsville, Alabama

*Louisville, Kentucky
*Lynchburg, Virginia
*Memphis, Tennessee
*Mobile, Alabama

*Nashville, Tennessee
*Natchez, Mississippi

Freedmen's Bank locations

* Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
* Raleigh, North Carolina

* Richmond, Virginia

* Savannah, Georgia

« Shreveport, Louisiana

* St. Louis, Missouri

*New Bern, North Carolina « Tallahassee, Florida

*New Orleans, Louisiana

* Vicksburg, Mississippi

2/23/2024

* Lexington, Kentucky «New York, New York + Washington, D.C.
* Little Rock, Arkansas *Norfolk, Virginia * Wilmington, North Carolina
43
Card Catalog
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Filters

www.Ancestry.com
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Any Event - ~

www.Ancestry.com
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No suggestions found

Year Location

Louisiana, USA
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U.S., Freedman's Bank Records, 1865-1874
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Colection
Choose. ~
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All U.S,, Freedman's Bank Records, 1865-1874 results for

Edward Lewis
Your search Foes 12012
ViemBocord__ame BinDss  AccowiDaie  Reskence

EdwardLowss  abniBed aMareT2 Loulstana

Edward Lowis. 18659872 New Crieans,
Loulstana

Waybosrd shortcuts

nodew 1 Refire p Provewrscod A Nexiesst @ Previousresul

www.Ancestry.com

46
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U.S., Freedman’s Bank Records, 1865-1874

47

Answers for Case Study 2:

1. Who were the parents of Edward Lewis?

* Edward Lewis was the son of William and
Elizabeth.

2. Did Edward have siblings or extended family

* Yes. Edward Lewis had two brothers Henry and
William and two sisters Frances and Caroline.

48
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QUESTIONS?

Case Study 3:
Susan Marshall
(Kentucky)

1910 United States Federal Census
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Susan S. Marshall born about 1870 living in Scott County Kentucky

51
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Questions for Case Study 3:
1. What is the maiden name of Susan Marshall?
2. Who was her father?
3. Was her father born enslaved?

4. Where was her father born?

2/23/2024

Card Catalog
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Kentucky, U.S., Death Records, 1852-1965
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Death Record of Susan Marshall

55
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Kentucky, U.S., Death Records, 1852-1965

@ Match all terms exactly Browse this collection
To browsa this imaga set, salect from

First & Micdle Namels) Last Name hetpiienmebronti

Davenport Seif Colsoticsi

+ Exact & similar  Exact & similer — .

Quick Fill Suggestions %

Wil Famiy Trea Year

No suggestions found Description
Doy Month  Year Location
Birth > h Related data collections
Death - v
Th s con
Any Evert v v ecords from Kentucky for the years

www.Ancestry.com
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Davenport Self’s Death Record

59

Discover your military ancestors
Search over 670 million records

“Davenport Self”

" Australin cc.n.n- Mo #IEU”““’

TOTAL RECORDS

www.Fold3.com

60

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20



Class 3: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

2/23/2024

[oreroorsar - R cords, Praces, Da ' n Cloar Searen Browse

Self, Davenport (37)

vl War union)

RECORD TYPE

www.Fold3.com

61

Compiled Service Record

A compiled service file is a chronological file

detailing the entire service of a Civil War soldier.
They are compiled from a variety of sources but
essentially provide a detailed look into the day to day

of a soldier’s experience

62
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1860 Slave Schedule for the
enslaver George Wells
) W ] Tt % 17| |—=
K ; / -’?3’/2“ {—1
l” _ / j’% “L"‘
s /ji’//fi._! |
. | 257 A
v \) L2 %08
. VAF AP 4V /B
. R VRSP
enslaver George Wells
70

Civil War Pensions

¢ Civil War Pensions can be ordered from the
National Archives using the application number
and certificate number

* These files can be hundreds of pages in length and
provide great detail into the families and
backgrounds of Civil War Veterans

* These files are typically not online and must be
ordered from the National Archives

71

U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to
Pension Files, 1861-1934

www.Ancestry.com

72
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All U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension
Files, 1861-1934 results for Davenport Self

Your search £ e Vel
Viow Rocesd Nama Filng Date Praco Filed Spouso_ Viewlmago
artucky USA =

o B— R Devenport Seit W hug 1087
set O

Filters

Kopbosrd sharteuts
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Answers to Case Study 3:

1. What is the maiden name of Susan Marshall?
* Susan Marshall was born Susan Self

2. Who was her father?
» Davenport Self

3. Was her father born enslaved?

* Yes, he was enslaved by John Fleming and later
George Wells

4. Where was her father born?
* He was born in Fleming County, Kentucky

75
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Case Study 4:
Sarah Thomasson

(Georgia)

1870 United State Census

p
Sarah Thomasson born about 1825 and residing in
Madison, Morgan County, Georgia
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77

Questions for Case Study 4:

1. What can be learned about the parents of Sarah
Thomasson?

78
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freedmen's bureau records smithsonian x & @ Q

Images  Archives  Perspectives  Videos  Shopping  Maps  News  Books  Fligh

National Museum of African American History and Culture
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The Freedmen’s Bureau Records
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s unprecedented oppo

The Freedmen's Bureau Search Partal
family historians and geneak

BEGIN YOUR FREEDMEN'S BUREAU SEARCH

www.nmaahc.si.edu/explore/initiatives/freemens-bureau-records

80
Surnames

¢ Try all possible spellings of names in Freedmen’s
Bureau records as the spellings can be quite broad
in these records.

» Example: The surname is spelled “Thomasson” in
1870 US Census. Try searching for “Thomason”
“Thomassen” and “Thomesson”

81
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Danate
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82

Taxt Search @

4ol = =
Displayi = I§
Thomesson
Firsthame @
Asst. Commissioner - North Carolina, Endorsements
Sent, Vol. 1 (15
Last Name @
View Full Rocord —3 f
tart Dato @
StartD: v
]

www.nmaahc.si.edu/explore/freedmens-bureau

83

) ——

> e PP O e Mo Al
il o Heritrior Sireik G| Sl Gl 8, ik ' iy
fospa ’ D vt o oioiias, 1r8Bems e e st e

Hr ,}"//2:-%7 s, Aor: TS oot 45,
)L M{/%L Ltimper e i,
‘7// W7 A )&,j 7 o

Freedmen’s Bureau Record

84

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28



Class 3: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

170 .
W e ,, s

iaden Sugusss e Cuseaes ,, oy o o f._?
2l /I(/A». soc. é
Ay rcmser

)
pe m,«}m}%m Kb Ac i
/{m,a, .4""' acm..,b._dm x

/.9/ 7:/5(1. @45 .;,»h.:&a‘.
%,.‘ i f.sz

,.44,./7
-%— @2

Gk, e oy Mwﬁﬁzf/ s L.

fff’ﬁ/&(ﬁ&.@ﬂr’.%

/‘?ZAK%/“, e z&v% e

Freedmen’s Bureau Record

2/23/2024

85

Note on Freedmen's Bureau Records

Even though Sarah Thomasson was residing in
Madison, Georgia her petition was filed through the
North Carolina Field Office as her mother Patsy was
last seen in North Carolina

86

1

. What can be learned about the parents of Sarah
Thomasson?

Answers to Case Study 4:

* Sarah Thomasson was the daughter of Patsy who
was enslaved by the Ellis family of North Carolina
and died prior to the end of the Civil War

87
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Finding Freedmen'’s
Bureau Field Offices

Records

au | An Interactive Research

www.Google.com

89

FREEDMEN’S % BUREAU

About Maps Sample Documents Research Guides ContactUs [

Descriptive
Pamphlets and
Research Guides

Advice fu rescarehing in Feeedinen's Busems records.

www.mappingthefreedmensbureau.com
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Freedmen's Bureau Field Offices
This map marks the sites of Freedmen’s Burean Field

stes

FREEDMEN'S ¢

wBUREAU

‘o0 a marker, you will see the microfikn rolls for that
location. 1f the micenfilis are online, you can clek the lisk
to g directly to the microfilm ta begin reading!

0 -l
contrabane casps, we have mapped Frevden's
Burean Hospitals, Freedman's Savings Bank
Drosches and USCT Batle Sites.

using the maps on this site.

www.mappingthefreedmensbureau.com

mape. p r
map you wish 1o view, then dlick the “View Map™
button.

USCT Battle Sites

Slaves and Freedmen of Indian Territoey
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FREEDMEN’S 42 BUREAU
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Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wik

jalabama, Freedmen's Burea...Office Records, 1865-1872 w Ashville

NARA Roll Number-Contents

Roll 9, Labor contracts, Aug 1865
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Family information in the contract
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Finding Manuscripts

Why find manuscripts?

* If you know the names of the enslavers, it is
helpful to find any manuscript collections related
to the enslaver

 Use ArchiveGrid to find local manuscripts

98

le ArchiveGrid X 4

ke

Images  Llogin  Videos  Perspectives  Free  Shopping  Search

ocLe

htips://researchworks.oclc.org » archivegrid

Archive Grid - ResearchWorks - OCLC

www.Google.com
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FIND ARCHIVES NEAR YOU ABOUT ARCHIVEGRID

'9."3

MassACHUGINTS

8 <5 a:‘;:e.sﬁfn

www.researchworks.oclc.org
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Eliza L. Magruder diary, 1846-1857
Magruder, Eliza L.,. 1803-1876

9. se
itation after

@ Contact Information | B View the Catalog Record

www.researchworks.oclc.o
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Eliza L. Magruder diary, 1846-1857
Magruder, Eliza L... 1803-1876

Louisiana State University - Special Collections
~ St B

Feuge Wolrus 1

® Contact information | @ view in Google Maps

¥ Details

www.researchworks.oclc.o
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

104

NEw ENGLAND HiISTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright ©2024
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