Writing and Publishing Your Family History

Session 2: Structure, Sketches, and Citations
Kyle Hurst, khurst@nehgs.org

Keep In Mind
1. Audience
2. Table of Contents
3. Consistency leads to clarity!
4. What do you want to tell your readers?
5. Who do you plan to write about?

Genealogical Formats

Register Style

Ahnentafel

Begins with COMMON Uses distinctive Begins at or near the

ANCESTOR, numbered 1, and typography for person PRESENT, with the main

comes forward in time, with and spouse, such as descendant as number 1, and

each main person assigned a BOLDFACE CAPS / SMALL CAPS. goes back in time, tracing

distinctive number. only direct-line ancestors.

Lists vital data in a particular

Lists all children in a order: birth, death, marriage. Couples are presented

distinctive way, usually in a Narrative—education, military together; each person has a

smaller typeface. service, occupations, census data, distinctive number, males

family stories—follows. always even and females

always odd.

Gives complete

citations for all Does not necessarily list all

children of ancestors.
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Genealogical Sketches

Build genealogical sketches: names, vital data, dates, places.

e Born-died-married

e Place-date

e Blanks for unknown names

e Parentheses around maiden and previous married names

e Superscript generational numbers, starting with 1 for the immigrant

Ahnentafel
An ahnentafel, or ancestor table, begins at or near the present and follows a direct line of ancestors as far
back as is traceable or for a certain number of generations. The subject whose ancestry will be traced is
number 1, and each person is numbered in a particular order from there. The father would be number 2
and the mother number 3. Men are always even-numbered and women are always odd-numbered.

e Person x 2 = Father

e (Personx2)+ 1= Mother

e Father/2 = Child

Distinctive typographic Birth, death, marriage:
style for name place followed by date

ORrviLLE WHIPPLE was born at Clarkson, Monroe County, New
ork, 21 April 1841,% and died at Union Township, Harrison County,
Missouri, 25 March 1890; he is buried in Allen Cemetery in Harrison

The man’s

number County.”® He married at Findlay, Hancock County, Ohio, 15 March
is always 1866 ApRIENNE HirL.”!

even During the Civil War, Orville served 100 volunteer days in the
and the’ Ohio National Guard. He enlisted from Carey, Wyandot County, Ohio,
;/:(;rggns and mustered in at Camp Chase. Private Orville Whipple received a

certificate of honorable service signed by President Abraham Lincoln
on 15 December 1864.™

ApriENNE Hirr was born af Youngstown, Mahoning County,
Ohio, 1 August 1846, and died 4t Sharpsburg, Taylor County, Towa,
29 January 1937;7 she is buried next to her husband in Allen Cemetery.

Other info can be given after the person’s paragraph, as here, or under the couple.

Figure 2.5. Sample of main entry, ahnentafel.

Sample from Penelope L. Stratton and Henry B. Hoff,
NEHGS Guide to Genealogical Writing (Boston: NEHGS, 2014), 19.
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Register-style

The basic building block of Register style is the family sketch, which treats a couple and their children in a
standardized way. With a numbering system that organizes the data and clarifies who is who, each main
person has a distinct number.

Identifi- Generational Lineage line. Names of direct-line Distinctive
cation number, following ancestors are in italics; generational typographic
number middle name numbers are in roman (non-italic) type. style for name

‘——V om@ LoweLL (John?, Percival’) was baptized at All Saints’ Chyrch, Bristol, i
D |

Gloucgltershire, England 18 March 1631/32 and died at Boston, Massaclyfisetts 7 January
1693/94. He married, first, at Boston 3 1st month 1653, HANNAH PROCTOR, who was |
bagtized Bt the Church of St. Andrew and St. Maxf, Pitminster, Somerset 14 April 1634
d died after 26 11th month 1661, daughter of George and Edith ( ) Proctor; and,
second, Nhomt ToRREY, who was born 3 December 1641 and digll after 7 September
1694, daughter of Captain William Tortgy’ of Weymouth, Massaghusetts.* T

Distinctive Beginning On first mention Use parentheses Additional

typo- anew of a city, include around maiden information

graphic sentence the county (if names, and use would fall

style for for marriage applicable) and underscores under this

name helps with state. Thereafter or dashes for paragraph.
clarity. city only is OK. unknown names.

Figure 2.2 Sample main entry, Register style.

Generational Full names of parents If all children were
number after with generational born or baptized in one
first child number. place, state it in this line.

Separate

intro line for i . .

eachfamily — Child of Timothy’ and Olive (Leonard) Fay, born at Hardwick:

i, LeonariDFay, b. 21 Nov. 1775; d. 20 July 1862.

Children of Timothy” and Hannah L. (Bassett) Fay, born at H:u‘d\vick
— 206 ii. Ouv@Fav,b.25 March 1782; m. Josian Corton CHanp k.
These — 207 iii.  Basselr Fay, b. 3 Dec. 1783: m. Acnes PAIGE.

;2";1';2::2; — 208 iv. Linpsky Fav, b. 28 Sept. 1786; m. ESTHER JiNNEY HUNT.

ina full

sketch and

are assigned

identification The first child in a subsequent Use abbreviated Citations that apply

numbers. list also carries a generational style. to all children can be
number. Numbering does not placed at the end of
restart. the intro line.

Figure 2.3. Sample child list, Register style.

Samples from Stratton and Hoff, NEHGS Guide to Genealogical Writing, 15-16.

EA American Ancestors :

by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY



Citations

Basics
¢ Anything that is not common knowledge must be sourced.
e The important thing is to allow the reader to find the source you referenced.
o Indicate the location of the data.
o Inform readers of anything pertinent to the access and interpretation of the data.
e Base your preferred style on the recommended style guides. This adherence to standard practices
will help the reader understand the different elements of the citation.

Best Advice
e Cite as you write!
e Always Be Consistent! — Pick a style and stick with it.

Reference Notes
e  Use the footnote function in Word.
e  Work with footnotes and convert to endnotes later.
e  Use full citation in first reference, include: (hereafter Short Title)
e Make a short list to keep track of the short titles.
e Do not use Ibid.
e Use abbreviations - like for state names and months over five letters

e Choose between notes by fact or combined by sentence/paragraph.

Note for each fact Note at end of sentence or paragraph

Source citation follows each fact. Source citation follows a sentence or a paragraph.

Ideal for genealogical community. Ideal for more narrative style.

Easy to see which reference goes with which  Must be sure to indicate within the citation which
text; very clear connection. source applies to which fact.

Some people find it hard to follow text when Consolidates footnotes and space, and decreases the
note numbers appear frequently. number of notes.

More time consuming; more room for error.
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e Choose between footnotes and endnotes.

Each source citationisa  Source citations appear at the end =~ Use endnotes for citations and footnotes
footnote. of the chapter or book (after for explanatory text. Use numbers for

appendixes, before bibliography). endnotes; letters or symbols for footnotes.

Works for all audiences,

but gives the book a very =~ Works for all audiences. Works for all audiences.

scholarly look.

Page layout is difficult. A Doesn’t interrupt reading or Puts important textual explanations on
long footnote may not cause layout problems. Can be the actual page; source notes remain all
appear on the same page  difficult to locate a particular together. In Word, select the appropriate
as its reference. A page reference. If you place notes at command for that note: Insert Footnote
consisting almost the back of the book, include or Insert Endnote.

exclusively of footnotes headings for chapters.

is daunting to read.

Bibliography helpful, but not essential.

Resources

You can download the Register-style template, the ahnentafel template, and a sample stylesheet from:
https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/research-templates (and on the course webpage)

Penny Stratton, “Writing and Publishing Your Family History,” subject guide,

https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/writing-publishing-your-family-history.
Penny Stratton and Henry B. Hoff, eds., NEHGS Guide to Genealogical Writing (Boston: NEHGS, 2014).

Portable Genealogist Compilation: Writing (Boston: NEHGS, 2017).

The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed. (Available in print or online at www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/).
The bible of the book-publishing industry, “CMS” will help you with everything from capitalization to

punctuation to reference style to guidelines for book production.
Elizabeth Shown Mills, Evidence! Citation and Analysis for the Family Historian (Baltimore: Genealogical

Pub. Co., 1997) and Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace

(Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 2007). Comprehensive guides to citing genealogical works.
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