Getting Started in African
American Family History
Research

Class 2: Records, Resources, and Repositories:

An Introduction

Danielle Rose, 10 Million Names Volunteer Coordinator

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

E} American Ancestors,

by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY




ing Started in African American Family History Research

Meet today’s presenter

Danielle Rose

10 Million Names Volunteer Coordinator

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Gettipg Staft_(ad_in African American Family History Research

OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)

e Overview of key records
» Resources to consider
» Repositories (online vs. physical)

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Records
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Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Types of Records

* Census

 Vital records

e Church records

e Probate

e Manumission documents
* Land and property

* City directories

Newspapers

Voter registrations
Military
Cemetery/burial records
Taxation

Bible records

...and more!
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Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Federal Census

* Purpose: To make an accurate count of the U.S.
population for representative purposes

* Began in 1790 and taken every 10 years

1790-1950 available for research
— Exception: 1890

— Online sources: American Ancestors,
FamilySearch, Ancestry

* 1850 census was the first to name all members in a

household
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Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

What can you find in a census?

* Name * Occupation

* Age * Veteran status
* Race * Education level
* Place of birth * Income level

* Parent’s place of birth ~ * Value of real estate
* Relationships * Immigration and

, naturalization status
e Marital status
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ing Started in African American Family History Research

Begin with the 1950
census and work
backwards
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1870 Brick Wall

* 1870 marks the first Federal census post-
Emancipation

* First census to include the names of people who
were previously enslaved

* Only free people of color noted in previous
censuses

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Slave Schedules

* Enslaved individuals recorded separately in 1850
and 1860

* Organized by enslaver’s name

* Personal names of enslaved not included;

described by age, gender, and color

 Additional columns:
— Fugitive from the state

— Number manumitted
— Deaf, blind, etc.
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Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

State Census

* Not every state completed a census on the state level

* Often conducted during years in between the federal
census

— Ex: Massachusetts completed a state census in 1855 and
1865

 Information similar to the federal census, but varies
depending on state and year
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Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Keep in mind...

* Names may be spelled differently (initials,
nicknames, etc.)

* Boundary changes

* Misremembering information

— Age, place of birth, relationships may not be
consistent

e Different surnames from 1870 to 1880
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Vital Records

* Birth, marriage, and death records

* Often provide the names of an individual’s parents
and/or spouse

* Can be found at the town/city, county, or state level,
depending on location and time period

e Less available in southern states before the 20t
century
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Pay attention to
informants and
withesses
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Church Records

* Provide similar information as vital records
— Additional: baptisms, burials, confirmations

— Enslaver’s name likely included if before emancipation
* Identify ancestor’s religion before searching

 Online sources: American Ancestors,
FamilySearch, Ancestry
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Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

July 80, 18120, James Gorton of Voluntown, and Rubamah Thompson of
Westerly.

mm=) Aug. 17, 1820, Cato Cuffe and Flora Palmer (people of color).
Dec. 18, 1820, Elisha Faxon, Jr., and Mary D. Smith.
Feb. 6, 1821, Jobhn W. Hull and Nancy York,
April 80, 1821, George W. Moss and Caroline E. Hyde.
llpny 14, 1821, Noyes Ladd of Franklin, and Harriet Z. Williams.
May 20, 1821, Thomas S. Breed and Rebecca Potter.
June 8, 1821, Thomas Swan of Nantucket, and Fanny Wilcox.
June 10, 1821, Jonathan Pendleton and Caroline Pendleton.
July 8, 1821, Charles E. Coles of New York, and Mary Ash.
Oct. 4, 1821, Daniel C. Hammond and Elizabeth S. Blevin of Westerly.
Nov. 1, 1821, Joseph W. Stanton and Grace N. Palmer.
Nov. 5, 1821, Hampton Stuart of New York, and Sarah Wilcox.
Nov. 15, 1821, Jedediah Leeds of New Orleans, and Mary R. Stanton.
Nov. 29, 1821, Joshua Haley and Rebecea Brown.
Feb. 7, 1822, John D. Smith and Maria Niles,
March 24, 1822, Cyrus Wheeler and Lucy S. Browning of North Stonington.
May 19, 1822, Peter McLaughlin of New York, and Sarah Tinker.
July 8, 1822, William R. Palmer and Nancy B. Babcock.
Oect. 22, 1822, Luke Barker of New York, and Abigail Cobb.
Nov. 21, 1822, Samuel Breed and Eliza P. Williams.
March 20, 1823, George Green and Hm?; ‘tH‘u.

=) Sept. 2, 1823, Rufus C. Hamilton and Lilly Ross (people of color).
Sept. 22, 1828, John G. Clark of South Kingston, and Almira D. Page.
Nov. 2, 1828, John Kirby and Almira D. Faxon.
Nov. 18, 1828, Perez Hewitt of North Stonington, and Abby 8. Crandall.

Stonington, CT First Congregational

Church marriage records
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Race may not be
included in all records
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Nov. 80, 1789, Samuel Thorn, and Rebecca Hahes. w

Dec. 6,,1789, Crump, negro servant of Stephen Richardson, and Deborab,
indian servant of Jonathan Richardson.

Dec. 18, 1789, William Noyes, and Cybill Whiting.
Jan. 8, 1740, John Be min of Prest.on, and Margaret Jamison.
Feb. 18 1740 Elihu Chesebrough Jun., and Esther Dennis.
Dec. 80, 1740, Nathaniel Hancox, and Joanna Hilliard.
Feb. 19, 1741, Samuel Frink Jun., and Mary Stanton.
May 10, 1741, Lieut. John Randall and Mary Palwmer.
Ma 27, 1741, Samuel Clark, and Mary Jamison.
Jul ¥s 1741 Edward Hancox, and Lucy Chesebrouf
Aug. 20, 1741, Oliver Stewart, and Rebecca Pendleton of Westerly.
Sept. 28, 174! David Dewe, and Deborah Tracy.
Dec. 20, 1741, Stephen Mason, and Joanna Newhchuse. Indians.
Feb. 11, 1742, Thomas Clark of Westerly, and Elizabeth Jamison.

) March 17 1742, Peter, negro servant of Stephen Richardson, and Mary

Jones, an Indian negro mulatto.

March 81, 1742, Joseph Garret, and Katherioe, Indians.
July 1, 1142 William Brown, and Joanna Fellows.
Jul 14, 1742, Ebenezer Austin, and Rebecca Davidson.
Sep t 9, 1742, Thomas Chester, and Sarah Eldredge both of Groton.
Oct. 26 1742, Joseph Wanheaf and Rebecca Pishetows, Indians.
Nov. ll 1742, Mosea Tyler of Preston, and Joanna Denison.
Feb. 17, 1748, Daniel Fuh of Preston, and Rebecca Palmer.
June 21, 1748, Nicholas Newkajous, and Sarah Peter, Indians.
June 23, 1748, James Hancox, and Sarah Ames.
July 7, 1.43 Capt. John Denison, and Rebecca Noyes.
Nov 9 1748, 'William Brumly of Stonington and Eluabot.h Brown of Westerly.

Stonington, CT First Congregational

Church marriage records
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Freedmen’s Bureau Records

* Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands
established towards the end of the Civil War

* Aimed to help formerly enslaved people transition
from enslavement to freedom and citizenship

 Some services included:

— Providing food, housing, legal assistance, medical aid,
banking services

— Assisting in establishing schools (Howard University)
— Overseeing labor and apprenticeship contracts

* Online sources: Ancestry, FamilySearch, Smithsonian
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Examples of Freedmen’s Bureau

Documents
* Local census lists * Records of back pay for
soldiers in the U.S.

e Labor contracts Colored Troops

* Marriage registers  School records

* Applications for rations Narrative reports

e Medical records + Property records

e Court records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Military Records

* African Americans participated in military conflicts
since the colonial era

* Helps identify individuals who served or were eligible
for service
— Pension records
— Military rolls
— Enlistment papers
— Draft cards/records
— Manuscripts (diaries or letters home)

* Fold3.com holds military records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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BIRTH YEARS of VETERANS

‘ Revolutionary War
1726-1767

War of 1812 I
BATTLE YEARS: 1775-1783 RI 1762-1799

; BATTLE YEARS: 1812-1815
' Mexican War

ar BIRTH YEARS

1 13 T : r

s 1796-1831 Civil War

: BIRTH YEARS
BATTLE YEARS: 1846-1848 i 1811-1848
Spanish-American War SEcl s VRMSE LR L

ks BIRTH YEARS
1848-1881

BATTLE YEAR: 1898 ©

_ World War I
1900 BIRTH YEARS
1872-1900

Philippine Insurrection
BIRTH YEARS
1849-1885

"BATTLE YEARS: 1895-1502

World War II ‘
BATTLE YEARS: 1917-1918 ¢ 18771925

BATTLE YEARS: 1941-1945

Vietnam War
BIRTH YEARS
1914-1955

» Korean War
BIRTH YEARS
1900-1936

BATTLE YEARS: 1950-1953
BATTLE YEARS: 1964-1972

2000
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(]

SERIAL NUMBER 1. NaMmE (Print)

\ 2. Appress (Print)
oD er ry 9
W .

j* 8. TELEPHONE v 6. COUNTRY OF
4 CITIZENSHIP

6/

(Exchange) (Number) Wp.) (Day) (

7. NAME oF PERSON WHo WiLL ALways KNow YoUR ADDRESS

(Mr., Mrs., Miss) (First)

QE%%M M Tl 2% SR

umber &n (Countyy (State)

10. EM&:N;A_ME

(Numbe rR. F

T Arriay THAT I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE.

REGISTRATION CARD .
D. S. 8. Form 1 16—17106 _W_ A

(Registrant’s signature)

Luther Glenn WWII draft card
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9 _]_77_274 |USCT

Appears on
Company Descriptive Book

of the organization named above.

DESCRIPTION.
Age ..éfd.-._.years height. - ‘_—.-...feetu-éi,inches.
Complexxon _/jé ________________________ :

ENLISTMENT.
W i aaies "/@’ 7 186%

Where ... f%/ }Zé'é?% s ‘

By whoméW % 7¢7 term /- y’rol

Remarks:..

»

Samuel Daniels, U.S. Colored Troops

compiled service file (Civil War)
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Probate Records

* Probate is the process of settling a person’s property or
estate upon their death

* Helps in identifying heirs (spouse, children,
grandchildren, siblings, etc.)

* Generally held at the county level; some exceptions
o Testate (with a will) vs. intestate (no will)

* Types of probate documents:
— Wills
— Inventories
— Petitions
— Letters of administration (names the executor)
— Other: adoption, guardianship, divorce
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Pzt A ccre sz’ Jf Fol) Ledld Raed apotte [ e zee s y = :
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Sy - frreeieialily 2f 2D 2filr He
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Bl Hocrein F Srrrntrd Pen fL ok Koeesf L (peoiies Mizrpa
2ol e zz/g‘;é/{,: 4:}-/ i/ /O NoSor | Oree /%/ﬁz %ﬁgﬁ%’ ,%é?:zﬁcf? =
L [2ed & SoreserD  Bue fip st ook Foovrt o o Ciretedie ot
Noz oD pae fIEHe jioadt  fpeenf . 2..D Lo Meia N ForewerD

P i /4/-4’;{ /Zﬂf—?-/ /%;éf;-f-i/ i a-/}ﬂ' /5&?5—»&&‘; LParz? _,/,,g /ﬂﬁﬂf zé-ft"’::';—-‘-' ,/;p;fﬁ?"_
/é!fﬁ,z o j—ﬂﬁ#f——r* :
Will of Peter M. Howard, Suffolk County, MA,
dated 1849 (FHL #107593968)
33
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Probate Pre-Emancipation

* Enslaved people considered property and often
named in probate
— Bequeathed in wills
— Listed as inventory
— Emancipated by their enslaver

— Sold to another enslaver

* Will need to know the name of your ancestor’s
enslaver
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70 47

Probate inventory of Benjamin Talbot,

Baltimore Co., MD (FHL #101746024)
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Land and Property Records

* Use land and property records to:
— Determine where your ancestor lived

— Identify relationships
* Grantor (seller) vs. grantee (buyer)
* Maintained at the local level (town or county)

* FamilySearch is a great resource for all states

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Enslaved People in Deeds

* Any transaction involving enslaved people could
be recorded as a deed in property records

* Need to know enslaver’s name

* Types of deeds:

— Bills of sale

— Enslaved people being hired out
— Deeds of gift

— Transactions related to probate

— Manumissions (granted freedom)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Baker to Baker deed, Adams County,

Mississippi (FHL #007902599 )
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Manumissions

* Legal documents that granted emancipation

* Can be found in:
— Probate
— Land or property records
— Court files
— Personal papers/collections

* If not online, check:
— State and county archives
— Colleges and universities
— Local libraries
— Historical societies
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Will of Maria Brooks, Jefferson County, KY

(FHL # 004819922)
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Manumission of slave Cuff, Lincoln, Massachusetts
(American Ancestors)
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QUESTIONS?
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Resources
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26
(Fam‘w.lyScarch Family Tree Search Memories Get Involved Activities @ @ SIGN IN CREATE ACCOUNT

A English

Research Wiki

Main Page Talk Read View source View history
Wiki Home
About the Wiki

Online Genealogy FamilySearch Research Wiki

Records
Guided Research .
Research Resources A Genealogy Resource Guide

Wiki Policies 103,012 articles

Centers/Libraries
Find the birth, death, marriage, census records, and other genealogy resources for your ancestor by selecting the region and country below.
FamilySearch

Library Search by place or topic Q | Find Search Tips
FamilySearch
Centers
FS Affiliate Libraries
Give Feedback

: - Guided Research will
Submit Wiki List of all Localities
Content help you find the
Report a Problem best databases for
Edit the Wiki select locations.

Guided Research |

Become an Editor

Upload File/Image North America

Personal Sandbox

Wiki Projects Europe

b lbosies Asia
Wiki University &

Translate

3 Select Language

Tools

What links here

Related changes
Special pages

Printable version

Permanent link
Page information

e South America
Browse properties
Cite this page Australia/Oceania

In other languages

Deutsch
Espafiol
Frangais

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Page Talk Read View source \View history |Searchbyp

North Carolina, United States Genealogy

United States = North Carolina

North Carolina Wiki Topics

Guide to North Carolina ancestry, family history, and genealogy birth records, marriage records, death records, census records, and military records.

North Carolina Information |edit edi source ]

North Carolina is a state located in the eastern portion of the United States. It is divided into 100 counties. North Carolina was the 12th state to join the Union on
November 21, 1789. It was formed from the Crown Colony of North Carolina. The State Capital is Raleigh.

Gettlng Started [ edit | edit source ]

Getting Started with North Carolina Research

Links to articles on getting started with North Carolina research.

North Carolina Research Tools

Beginning Research
e Guided Research

Links to articles and websites that assist in North Carolina research.
e Research Strategies

e Guided Research e North Carolina Record Finder e Record Finder
e Step-by-Step North Carclina Research, 1880-Present e Boundary Changes for North Carolina Counties (2 Record Typ&s
Step-by-S \ \ 5 |
e Step-by-Step North Carolina Research, 1850-1910 e North Carolina Archives and Libraries « Adoption « Land & Property
" = CCenWekh (A
s North Carolina Descendancy Research o NCGenWeb(2 « Bible Records « Medical Records
W i hical Names Inf; Sy ntZ - U.S.
s How to Find Birth Records e Geographical Name 'rrcrm_atlon ysten : U.S. gazetteer of places, « Biography « Military Records
e How to Find Marriage Records cemeteries and post offices in North Carolina. .
o Cemeteries o Naturalization &
« How to Find Death Records Census Citizenship

e Research Strategies

North Carolina Online Ask the FamilySearch
Genealogy Records Community

North Carolina Clickable Map e/ edit source )

Church Records
Colonial Records
Correctional
Institutions
Court Records
Crime &
Punishment

Newspapers
Obituaries
Occupation &
Business Records
Online Genealogy
Records

Probate Records

Many genealogy records are kept on the county level in the United States. Click on a county below to go to the county Wiki article listing more information. « Directories « Public Records
S saROuANE \ ‘?"!5}.m.z « Divorce Records . ZOCI:I .
ASHS Surecr NoATS. N\ N e Education rganizations
AN TOKES| baan * Emigration & s School Records
TCHE! SRANT| HALIFAX
"‘ﬁ"um lymiiond A“;J“‘d ) Immigration « Taxation
> BERTIE
"% ey £ joan Nasy [ ELUs. Y « Genealogies « Vital Records
& & ) Yoy, Ty, fon
» weNourieS A A W « Voter Records
.'CU AT \ RO VA =
TSAN i ey == 5 Ve eAUFORTS ® HYOE North Carolina Background
i = 5 - °,¢° 5’;-“‘4.0“ T ) NuoKE Y HARNETT NELEAR o pa v s Biography « History
3
,_.\v"q_" S5 . [ A 1\’5 e e Church History + Maps
{AnaoN » DUPLIN e Further Reading « Migration
AUHESUN onsiow) = o Gazetteers « Periodicals
RIANDFN FENLER
g Cultural Groups
coLLmaus ; e African Americans
~ NEW
frunamexl/ MANOVER e Indigenous People

Coppingin 2008 Uil -1 iaps 0w

s Cultural groups

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/North_Carolina,_United_States_Genealogy
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County Information ecit|edit source ]

Description [ edit | edit source )

Randolph County is located in the central portion of North Carolina and was named for Peyton Randolph, the first president of the
Continental Congress.!?!

County Courthouse et edt source )

Randolph County Courthouse
176 East Salisbury St, Suite 201
Asheboro, NC 27203

Phone: 336-328-3000

Randolph County Website (=

Register of Deeds has birth and death records from 1913, marriage records from 1800 and land records.
Clerk Superior Court has divorce and court records, and probate records from 1786.

Randolph County, North Carolina Record Dates ;eatecitzource]

Information for this chart was taken from various sources, often containing conflicting dates. This information should be taken as a
guide and should be verified by contacting the county and/or the state government agency.

Known Beginning Dates for Government County Records'’
Birth* Marriage Death* Court Land Probate Census
1913 1800 1913 1786 1799 1786 1784
*Statewide registration for births and deaths started in 1913. General compliance by 1920.

| ]

Record LOSS [ccit| =dit source )

Many court records are missing.
For suggestions about research in places that suffered historic record losses, see:

s Burned Counties. 2 By Michael John Neill at 24-7 Family History Circle(Z.

e When the Records are Gone. 2 By Arlene Eakle at Arlene Eakle's Tennessee Blog 2.
e Burned Counties Research in the FamilySearch Research Wiki.

o List of counties in the United States with Record Loss (2

— Boundary Changes [ edit | edit source |

¢ 1779 Randolph County was created from Guilford County.
« County seat: Asheboro'”

North Carolina Online
Genealogy Records

County Facts
County seat: ||Asheboro
Organized: 1779
Parent & s
ford!l?
Conmmyltel: Guilford

Neighboring Counties

Alamance * Chatham « Davidson
Guilford » Montgomery * Moore
See County Maps

.

Courthouse

_—

Location Map

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Randolph_County,_North_Carolina_Genealogy
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Local Histories |edit| edit source |
+ Randolph County, 1779-1979(2 (1980)

Maps and Gazetteers |edit| edit source]

* FamilySearch Places(2: Map of cities and towns in this county - How to Use FS Places

Migration |edit| edit source | &
GUILFORD 5-
Military Records |edit | edit source |
pAvID- f— |
Revolutionary War SON
« 1778-1833 Delamar Transcripts of Revolutionary War Petitions(2 at North Carolina Genealogical Society - index ($) RANDOLPH | CHAT-
* 1779-1782 North Carolina Revolutionary Pay Vouchers 1779-1782(2 at FamilySearch - How to Use this Collection; index and images < HAM
Civil War Y
« 1861-1865 North Carolina, Civil War Service Records of Confederate Soldiers, 1861-1865[2 at FamilySearch - How to Use this Collection; / MONT- ¢ &.
index and images GOME
. .1861 1865 North Carolina, Civil War Service Records of Union Soldiers, 1861-1865(2 at FamilySearch - How to Use this Collection; index and st o et 20055 ) ocom
images
« 1861-1865 U.S., Confederate Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865[Z at Ancestry Click a neighboring county
e« 1861-1865 U.S., Union Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865(Z at Ancestry (2 for more resources

« 1885 and 1901 1885 and 1901 Confederate Pension Applications(2 at North Carolina Digital Collections - index and images
* 1885-1953 North Carolina, Confederate Soldiers and Widows Pension Applications, 1885-1953(2 at FamilySearch - How to Use this Collection; index and images
e 1861-1870 Civil War records (Randolph County, North Carolina), 1861-1870(2

Regiments. Men in Randolph County served in various regiments. Men often joined a company (within a regiment) that originated in their county. Listed below are companies that were
specifically formed in Randolph County:

- 2nd Battalion, North Carolina Infantry

- 1st Brigade, North Carolina Reserves, Company F

- 1st Regiment, North Carolina Junior Reserves, Company F

- 2nd Battalion, North Carolina Infantry, Company F

- 6th Regiment, North Carolina Senior Reserves, Company A
- 6th Regiment, North Carolina Senior Reserves, Company D
- 6th Regiment, North Carolina Senior Reserves, Company I

World War I

+ 1914-1918 World War I PapersZ at North Carolina Digital Collections - index and images
e 1917-1919 North Carolina, World War I Service Cards, 1917-1919(2 at FamilySearch - How to Use this Collection; index and images

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Randolph_County,_North_Carolina_Genealogy
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Published Resources

* Researchers have conducted study projects or
extracted information into published resources

* Can be based on:
— Record types
— Subject matter

— Location

* Consult WorldCat.org and American Ancestors
library catalog (library.nehgs.org)
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NEW YORK—Continued

FREE NEGRO

Age Total

. Wm. Mead (m) 24-36 4
HEADS of FAMILIES win. Mgl 24036 4
in the Stacy Higzs (m) 24-36 2
Louder Bruce (m) 24-36 6

UNITED STATES Mr. Sehureman (m) 3655 8
in Saml. Ennolds (m) 24-36 s

; Wm. Porter (m) 24-36 2
1830 Anthony Waters (m) 24-36 3
John M\itehell (m) 36-55 7

Isabella Hicks (f) 55-100 11

Capes Meyer (m) 36-55 3

Robt. Jackson (m) 24-36 3

Benj. Elliston (m) 55—100 b

Jacob Simpson (m) 36-55 3

Jas. Stewart (m) 10-24 1

Lewis Ilarrison (m) 36~-55 5

Alexander Elston (m) 24-36 5

Wm. Jackson (m) 55100 9

Abnr. Laurence (m) 24-36 7

Saml. Lunson (m) 36-55 2

John Miller (m) 36-55 2

David Thornton (m) 36-55 3

Letty Lott () 3655 3

Geo. Lawrence (m) 36—-35 3

Jas. Barnard (m) 24 36 S

Arthur Howard (m) 36-55 9

John Williams (m) 24-36 4

Henry Thomas (m? 24-36 r -

Jacob Claver (m) 36-35 B

John Kelsy (m) 24-36 1
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* kX k k k k kX Xk k Kk Kk k X

AFRICAN AMERICAN
AND
AMERICAN INDIAN PATRIOTS
IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR

NATIONAL SOCIETY DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

* Kk ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk Kk ok Kk %k
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Black Families in

Hampden County,
Massachusetts
16501865

Ml edition

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

51



Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Digital Resources

e Scholars have created online databases or
resources focused on African American history.
Can also be based on:

— Specific records
— Subject matter

— Location

* Often through colleges and universities
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FREE AFRICAN AMERICANS IN COLONIAL

VIRGINIA, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA, MARYLAND AND DELAWARE

The history of the free African American community as told through the family history and genealogy of most African Americans who were free in the Southeast during the
colonial period

Winner: The American Society of Genealogists' Donald Lines Jacobus Award and The North Carolina Genealogical Society Award of Excellence in Publishing

Three books you can read on-line containing about 2,700 pages of over 1.000 family histories based on all colonial court order and minute books on microfilm at
the state archives of Virginia, Maryland., North Carolina and Delaware (over 1,000 volumes), tax lists, wills, deeds, free Negro registers, marriage bonds, parish
registers. Revolutionary War pension files. etc. There are also another 5.000 pages of abstracted colonial tax lists, Virginia personal property tax lists, etc., under
"Colonial Tax Lists..." Send questions. comments and requests for genealgocial research to paulheinegg@gmail.com

Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina (latest updates): 1121 Lanzence, Flood, Baniks, Cousins, Gallimore, Hicks, Tonsy, Spinner; March and April 2021 updared most familiss; 527 Case, George, Perkins. 6/4/2022: Locust
Foreword by historian Ira Berlin

Ma:yland and Delaware (latest update 10/2021 Lett, Banneker)

Donate to keep this site
on-line

[ Donate |

Colonial Tax Lists, Virginia personal property tax lists, Census. and Court Records for Delaware, Maryland. North Carolina. South Carolina. Tennesse and Virginia
Includes a list of taxable free persons of color in Virginia from 1782 to about 1820. Latest Updates: Fairfax County. Norfolk City and Orange County personal
protperty tax lists

Service in the Revolutionary War Updated March 20, 2021 Richard Spinner, Thomas Garnes
19th century photos of free African American and Indian families

List of Indian Slaves, Free Indians, and Free African Americans identified in Colonial Records Without L.ast Names

Virginia Slaves Freed After 1782

Northampton County, North Carolina, after Emancipation

https://freeafricanamericans.com/
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Digital Library on American'Slavery

Search DLAS

O By Name

® By keyword

Search DLAS

By State:

V72e°0 Frregrilrrsd K
a)//A'; MM ;
At(w‘w / /;’0(: (’///72

/ e Ifﬂd
% ;uég k/f/ r.cv

7 // [
l/l( >’ 8 %I'/ i
g/ P 13

Slcve Deeds

ars /waa. )

Advisory Board
Questions or Comments?

A black family at the Hermitage Plantation, Savannah, Georgia,
USA, about 1907 © John Tewell.
John Brown's Farmhouse © Tony Fischer.

Licensed via Creative Commons 2.0

Maintained by ERIT, University Libraries, UNCG

Ten Bollars Reward.
AN AWAY on the

f"/ inst., from the sul
Lor, & negro maa named

z Said negro is about 4 o
s yeors old, and is ebout 5
o —— 5 10 inches high ; copper ¢

s n;__l. tecth, and a pleasant co)
wee ;3 remarkably quick-spoken ;
F not recollocteds Said negro s o
s lurking about 1a this county, or o
- adjneent |'n'.mlit-:-. | II" give ol

aooanl a0 oo

e |

NC Slave Notices

Race & Slavery Petitions

Notanaol Endowmant for the Huronltios ‘

the People NATIONAL

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
NETWORK TO FREEDOM

https://dlas.uncg.edu/
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1 e Move

Rediscovering the Stories of
Self-Liberating People

A database of fugitives from American Slavery

View Database

https://freedomonthemove.org/
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Freedom

Newspaper Scan (Source Image) Advertisement
Metadata
— Run A'Way, @' Open for Crowdsourcing
ROM !he subscriber, in Wikes-county, Bl Louisiana Advertiser
Geogia, in December, 1818, a pegro © New Orleans, Louisiana, US

man, by the name of JESS. forty-two or

thre . s B Published on December 8, 1820
bree years old, five feet eight or ten inches

hlgh ’ his comp]exion a |Iull:‘ ye"U“r’ and ° Last Contribution on November
?_las a small win or lump on his forehead =2k
e 13 1 -
di 13 3 gooc Waggongr, and pla_ys the” fid- « Added to FOTM on November
e. lam apprehensive he was copducted 21,2018

offby a man calling himselfKILE. I wil!

give one hundred dollars reward for infoc-
mation so that I get him again, ‘

WILLIAM KILGORE.
June 29— 1am3m

Edit Ad

}

Transcribed Text

https://freedomonthemove.org/
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Local Histories

* Popular during the 19 century

* Rarely cited—Dbe sure to locate other records to
confirm!

 Often include biographies or family sketches of
prominent figures

* Ancestor may not be specifically named, but can still
provide insight into what records to consult

* Ex: History of the Early Settlement of Bridgewater, in
Plymouth County, Massachusetts, including an
extensive Family Register by Mitchell Nahum
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Digital Books

* https://archive.org/

* https://www.hathitrust.org/

* https://books.familysearch.org

https://books.google.com/
* https://openlibrary.org/

* http://library.si.edu/digital-library
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Personal Narratives

* First-person accounts can provide powerful
details of an individual’s lived experience
— Written works (memoirs, autobiographies)
— Oral histories

— Personal letters and diaries

* Can be found at colleges and universities, local
historical societies, libraries, archives, and your
own home!
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LIBRARY :
lIBnAnYOF CONGRESS This Collection . m

Library of Congress » Digital Collections » Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936 to 1938 » About this Collection @ Share

COLLECTION
Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936 to 1938

About this Collection Collection Items  Articles and Essays

& Featured Content

Memorandum, Director Memorandum, Director Photograph, receipt for the Photograph, bell rack, a Photograph, William
Henry G. Alsberg to State Henry G. Alsberg to State sale of Jane, a Negro contraption used by an Colbert, age 93, formerly a
Directors of the ... Directors of the ... woman, age 18.... Alabama ... slavein ...
® OO0
About this Collection [ Listen to this page ) B>

Related Resources

About this Collection

Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1938 contains more than 2,300 first-person accounts of
slavery and 500 black-and-white photographs of former slaves. These narratives were collected in the 1930s as part of the Federal
Writers' Project (FWP) of the Works Progress Administration, later renamed Work Projects Administration (WPA). At the conclusion
Finding Aid - United States Work of the Slave Narrative project, a set of edited transcripts was assembled and microfilmed in 1941 as the seventeen-volume S/ave

Rights and Access

Expert Resources

https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-

1938/about-this-collection/
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QUESTIONS?

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Repositories
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Online Repositories

* General genealogy websites (“Big 3”)
— Ancestry.com ($)
— FamilySearch.org (free)
— AmericanAncestors.org ($, free guest option)

* Location-specific websites
— Archives of a specific state, county, or city
— Ex: Louisiana Digital Library

* Record-specific websites
— Fold3.com (military records)
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Zlancestry Home Trees Search Memories DNA

ForYou My Ancestry Feed CED
% Learn about your family Start Tree
Start your family tree
2 U |_ - __ _________________ 1 1_ = -' _________________ 1
Tell us what yf)u know about your family and we'll tell you @ Add tather ' ‘ Add mother :
what you don't know. |- ') :
[ L ]
Learn how to start your family tree with P \
our genealogist Crista Cowan : : You :
1 minute video S L L L L 4

23 Family groups [EE)

Uncover an amazing story?
Start a family group to share photos, stories, and discoveries.

Get started

Season 10 features an exciting new cast and Explore the show

amazina stories.

https://www.ancestry.com/

Upgrade to Pro Tools

O Q0 B ®@ m™

Search people
Explore billions of historical records.

First name
Last name
Estimated birth year

Possible location

City, county, state, country

Advanced search

Get tips & tricks for your family history
journey

6 ¢ o ©

Facebook TikTok YouTube Instagram

Special Record Collections

U.S. Census Records
1950 1940 1930 1920 1910 1800 1890
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Born:1737 J)
Any:Boston, Suffolk, Mass... (@) [ Massachusetts, U.S., Town and Vital Records, Name Governor John Hancock
1620-1988 -
Rt &l Colleatios Y Birth, baptism & christenin B abuirsy
oep ¢ Death 8 Oct 1793 Boston,
Ed View Massachusetts, USA
Filters
[ Massachusetts, U.S., Town and Vital Records, Name Governor John Hancock
> Census & voter lists 1,448 1620-1988 Birth abt 1737
> Birth, marriage & death 40,000+ Bmhf baptism & christening Death 8 Oct 1793 Boston,
> Military 2,231 Ed View Massachusetts, USA
> Immigration & emigration 231
» Newspapers & periodicals 70,000+ [ Massachusetts, U.S., Compiled Marriages, 1633- Name Johhn Hancock
> Pictures 2,857 1850 [John Hancock]
> Stories, memories & histories 3,370 Marriage & divorce Marriage 19 Nov 1798 Boston, Suffolk,
> Maps, atlases & gazetteers 27 Massachusetts
> Directories & member lists 9,000+
> Court, land, wills & financial 4102 () Massachusetts, U.S., Compiled Marriages, 1633- Name John Hancock
> Dictionaries, encyclopedias & reference 53 1850 Marriage 27 Dec 1797 Boston, Suffolk,
> Family trees Marriage & divorce Massachusetts
v R d locati
ecordlocation B0 00 [A Massachusetts, U.S., Compiled Marriages, 1633- Name John Hancock
> North America ) +
1850 Marriage 26 Feb 1761 Boston, Suffolk,
> Europe 40,000+ Marriage & divorce Massachusetts
N MNananmia 701

https://www.ancestry.com/
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1950 United States Federal Census

New York, NY, USA Q

1950 Census district finder experience.

Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
lillian bell
Exact... Exact...
Year Location
Birth 1924
Exact +/-...
Lived In Boston, Suffolk, Massachusetts, USA
)  Exactto..
Any Event

Add family member: Sibling Spouse Child

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

Father

Mother

Search below to find your family in the 1950 census, or explore the maps in our

Learn more about the 1950 US Census here

s Provided in
! -A—P association with
NN . National Archives and

?\JAH )”\1;,;[ beAGaTe
TIO!} 11 "
ARCHIVES Administration

Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from
the options below.

State

Choose... v
County

Populated Place

Enumeration District

https://www.ancestry.com/
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Index Only vs. Image

Harriet Delia Smith

in the Massachusetts, U.S., Town Birth Records, 1620-1850

Detail Source
Name Harriet Delia Smith
:: ::— Birth Date Oct 14,1840
bt Birth Place Rockport

Father's First Name Johnathan
Mother's First Name Mary T.

/ Add or update information Gender Female

@ Heportapobion Source Vital Records of Rockport

'Eﬁ.rx— &..(u, Mirsss s att
|0 3| Rewes, Cctdiiz Grnn-
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Always locate the
original record
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E{ FamilySearch  Family Tree  Search Memories GetlInvolved  Activities ©@ ® @ SIGNIN l CREATE ACCOUNT }
rootstech Records Discover your st SIGN UP NOW!
by FamilySearch

Images

What wi = 1 find
Out abo Genealogies lr
ancesto.;:f

Search billions of a files, photo-

graphs, and histori ResearchWiki nts gt once—ab-
solutely FREE. -

inter your ancestor information:
lot sure who to search for? Try a grandparent or great-grandparent.

Feedback

:(

Irst Names Last Names*

Place Lived Birth Year

SEARCH - g ' ETl | /4

7/

\142 ,,/,f/"‘ S 1

https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
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g
FamilySearch Family Tree Search Memories Get Involved Activities ©@ & (@ SIGNIN | CREATE ACCOUNT

Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

FamilySearch Catalog

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch online and in libraries and
centers worldwide.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:
Place | Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords Other Catalogs to
Q : ;
Mo Consider:
G
[ United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicagd| v) OCLC WorldCat
Searchi for: WorldCat is the world's largest
Gall Firb | B a2 s SEE network of library content and
a mber m/Fiche/Image Gro mber
’ ARSI 9 S tarriber) ) services. WorldCat libraries are
Availability dedicated to providing access to their
° Any resources on the web, where most
Online people start their search for

FamilySearch center information.

| -
M ArchiveGrid

ArchiveGrid is a collection of nearly
two million archival material
descriptions, including MARC records
from WorldCat and finding aids
harvested from the web.

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 71



Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1860 ( 1)

United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1860 - Indexes ( 1)
United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1870 ( 1)

United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1870 - Indexes ( 4 )
United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1880 ( 1)

United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1880 - Indexes ( 1)
United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1890 ( 1)

United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1900 ( 1)

United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - 1920 - Maps ( 2 )
United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicagc - Census - Maps ( 1)

United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Census - [ca. 1870] - Indexes ( 1)
United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicagc - Church directories ( 10 )
United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Church history ( 36 )

United States, Illinois, Cook, Chicago - Church records ( 373 )

Alphabetical record of members in full connection, ca. *1846-1905 Add

Author:  Simpson Methodist Episcopal Church (Chicago, Illinois)

Annual genealogical report, Form E, 1938-1948 Add
Author:  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. West Suburban Branch
(Illinois)
=) Baptism, marriage, confirmation and communion records, 1869-1920 Add

Author: Catholic Church. St. Jarlath's (Chicago, Illinois); Catholic Church.
St. Jarlath's (Chicago, Illinois)
Baptisms & marriages, 1853-1916 Add

Author:  Catholic Church. St. Agatha (Chicago, Illinois); Catholic Church.
St. Agatha (Chicago, Illinois)

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog
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4{ BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS & PRINT Catalog Print List (0)
Baptism, marriage, confirmation and communion records, 1869-1920 PET—
Authors: Catholic Church. St. Jarlath's (Chicago, Illinois) (Main

Author)

Catholic Church. St. Jarlath's (Chicago, Illinois)

(Repository)
Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film
Language: English

Latin
Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the Genealogical

Society of Utah, 1987
Physical: 2 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

References: (Digital Collection) Illinois, Chicago, Catholic Church
records : COLLECTION RECORD, 1833-1925

Notes
Illinois, Chicago, Catholic Church Records are available online, click here.

Microfilm of originals and typescript at Old St. Patrick's Church, Chicago, Illinois.
Text in English and Latin.
Includes partial index.

Indexes with baptism vols. but not all of them.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations 3]

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/
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Film/Digital Notes

Image Group

Note Location Collection/Shelf Film Number Format
(DGS)
Family ) 1502548
United States &
Baptismal index, Nov. 1869-Mar. 1920 History ) Items 1- 4332253 [ O]
Canada 2nd Floor Film
Library 4
Family , 1502548
) _ United States &
Baptismal records, Feb. 1862-Jan. 1896 History ) Items 5- 4332253 [ O]
Canada 2nd Floor Film
Library 8
Family )
) United States & 1502549
Baptismal record, Mar. 1895-Sept. 1905 History ) 4332254 (O]
_ Canada 2nd Floor Film Item 1
Library
Baptismal records, item 3--Mar. 1895-Dec. 1913 (Note: Duplication found in this Family United States & 1502549
record. Whether all of the baptisms are duplicate or not hasn't been verified. Also  History ) Items 3- 4332254 [ O]
Canada 2nd Floor Film
dates not in complete order.); items 4-5--Jan. 1906-Jan. 1915 (only 1 for 1915) Library 5
Family )
) United States & 1502549
Marriage records, Nov. 1869-Jan. 1895 History : 4332254 [ O]
) Canada 2nd Floor Film Item 6
Library
Family
. ) United States & 1502549
Marriage records, Feb. 1895-July 1909 History 4332254 (0]
Canada 2nd Floor Film Item 2
Library
Family )
) _ United States & 1502549
Marriage record, July 1909-Dec. 1915 History , 4332254 (0]
Canada 2nd Floor Film Item 7
Library
Family )
_ ) _ United States & 1502549
Confirmation and communion records, 1899-1911 History 4332254 [ O]
by Canada 2nd Floor Film Item 8

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 74



Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

Film # 004332253 w bource Box Attach to Family Tree

@ Image of 876 © EppPrint ¥ Download E3 Tools

https://www.familysearch.org/
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Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

Film # 004332253 w = Source Box Attach to Family Tree

@ Image of 876 © Epprint & Download €3 Tools
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g American Ancestors. A National Center for Family ] Bookstore (i) AboutUs () CreateaTree

by New ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY HIStOr_V, Heri rﬂge & Cll“ll re

Search Events Membership Give 10 Million Names  Publications  ExpertHelp Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & Initiatives

Go to Search

What content sources can |
search?

Ato Z list of all databases
External databases

. Search 1.4 Billion Names New! Search Content by Topic
Library Catalog

Digital Library & Archive l LEARN MORE = | LEARN MORE =

Jewish Heritage Center

A

View All News —» o

https://www.americanancestors.org/
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. A National Center for Famil -
g émgrllc"a“n'ﬁn‘\ggﬁtgus HfoOf_V, He”-fmge & Cl':)”[lre ! Bookstore @ AboutUs 4 Create a Tree
Sea]_‘Ch Events Membership Give 10 Million Names  Publications  Expert Help  Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & Initiatives
Home Browse Database

Search by database name

Denmark (4) Atkinson, NH: Marriages Performed by Rev. Stephen Peabody, 1789-1814

Guatemala (4)

498 databases Reset filters Results perpage 20 50 100
=ORIEY " Q & ¥ ) Alabama: Deaths, 1908-1974
Most recent
O AtoZSort Q i w ) Alabama: Marriages, 1816-1957
DATABASE v
Q E Y Albany Argus: Records of Deaths and Marriages, 1826-1828
@® all databases
D only databases with images Q (o] w Albany County, New York: First Settlers, 1630-1800
) only my favorite databases
. Q (o] g American Ancestors Journal
) only free databases
LOCATION v Q @ %  American Ancestors Magazine
United States (413) Q & ¥  American Canadian Genealogical Society: Index of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials,
England (10) 1840-2000
i Ki . -
United Kingdom (9) Q @ ¥  American Genealogist, The
Canada (8)
Germany (8) Q B Y Argentina: Baptisms, 1645-1930
Ireland (6) Q [ e - - o -
Arlington (West Cambridge), MA: Civil War Tax List, 1863
Norway (5)
Q E %
Q & *x

Attleboro, MA: Church Records of Old Town Church, Attleboro First Church, 1740-1856

https://www.americanancestors.org/browse-database
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. S : .
£ 2 American Ancestors A ony Herkage & Cuur 0 sesksre (D) A
i i 10 Million Names Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives
Search Events Membership Give
Home Database Search
Search Database D - T—

Alabama: Marriages, 1816-1957 Saved Searches
Saved Searches v

[(J Exact Search [ Soundex Browse This Database

First Name Last Name Page

First/Middle/[Maiden] names smith =
Years Location O Exact Location

From To e.g. Boston, Massachusetts

J See other databases in this category
Keywords .
Y Comment or Question
Enter terms or words

Write a comment ‘

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

: [ . ‘ Switch to Advanced Search
‘f-‘m‘;," "‘ ‘ First and Middle Names Last Name _

+ Add family members + Dld yOU knOW7

Research and Contributing members of American

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/1574/alabama-

marriages-1816-1957
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Search by database name
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Q o *x ) North Carolina: Deaths, 1906-1930
DATE v
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https://www.americanancestors.org/
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Physical Repositories

Federal and Town or city Local historical
state archives halls societies

Public or
private
libraries

Colleges and Genealogical
universities societies

Regional Lineage
museums societies
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Familiarize yourself
with their resources
before making a trip
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... ARC H IVEG RI D memmm) | Search for people, places, events, and more

FIND ARCHIVES NEAR YOU ABOUT ARCHIVEGRID

+] e ° 4

ArchiveGrid includes over 7 million records
Hlllsborou h ‘ "~ . : "
; 9 PoRsrioutt describing archival materials, bringing

‘__w ,! Manchester ; together information about historical
@ G ; |

:‘dm“”‘;;‘ documents, personal papers, family histories,
; Q | and more. With over 1,400 archival

=% Nashu institutions represented, ArchiveGrid helps
p & ) researchers looking for primary source
9 p ry
i\ L
’ Leominster

materials held in archives, libraries, museums
and historical societies.
t :
MASSACH TS
%, ‘ Brockton

If you'd like to see your collections included
in ArchiveGrid or have questions about the
ArchiveGrid project, please get in touch with
us.

Provincetown
.

e_buth . o ‘
' Some collection descriptions include links to
images, sound recordings, or other online

Plyrr:outh @
& LOOKING FOR DIGITAL CONTENT?
I' RHOD ‘
9 CDN“UT ISL N(Qedfor
: \ d materials. You can narrow your search results
9 to those that have links to digital content by

Neﬁn = Leaflet | Powered by Esri | Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, CC-BY-SA, Imagery © Mapbox addmg has_lmks:1 to your search.
United States A

i For example: 1918 influenza has_links:1
Alabama

Alaska

»

»

> Arizona
P Arkansas
»

RECENT ADDITIONS

California

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
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About ArchiveGrid | How to Search | Include Your Collections

| |
.-. ARC H IVEG RI D (african american) AND location_sort:"United States - Ir

1,321 african american  United States - Indiana - Indianapolis

$= LIST VIEW £22 SUMMARY VIEW

Records1to100f1,321n 2 3 4 5 » » Show |10 v

African American Inventors

Indiana Historical Society - Smith Memorial Library

Folder contains lists of African American inventors, what they invented, and when. One of the lists also includes patent numbers

@ Contact Information | [ View the Catalog Record

African American History

Indiana Historical Society - Smith Memorial Library

Folder contains materials relating to African American History across the United States. Materials include clippings regarding individuals, black history month, migration history,
family histories, pamphlets, speeches and more

© Contact Information | [@ View the Catalog Record

African American newspapers

Indiana Historical Society - Smith Memorial Library

A copy of "African-American Newspapers and Periodicals: A National and Bibliography and Union List" compiled by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin

B View the Catalog Record

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
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Research Guides

* Tools created to help you identify various
resources relating to a particular subject
— Also called subject guides and libguides

— May contain recommendations for books, articles,
collections, databases, web resources

* Many repositories have created research guides
related to African American history and
genealogy

* Can help you get acquainted with the repository’s
resources
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w ENOCH PRATT fr‘ee LIBRARY LOCATIONS & HOURS BOOKS & MORE EVENTS RESEARCH SERVICES LIBRARY CARDS

HOME / RESEARCH / RESEARCH GUIDES / AFRICAN AMERICAN GENEALOGY

Alrican American Genealogy

Are you trying to find your roots? If you're running into some brick walls with your genealogical research, or just don't know how to get started, this guide should

be helpful to you.

Why Is African American Genealogy Different?

African American genealogical research is different from other ethnic backgrounds. Because slaves were considered property, they were
prohibited from reading, writing, attending school, legally marrying, owning land, owning a business, voting, and participating in many

other activities that generate records on which much genealogical research is based.

Recommended Resources

Internet

« National Archives and Records Administration - Features a guide for genealogy researchers (includes upcoming workshops
and events, templates, and research tools).

« Maryland State Archives - Features a guide for genealogy researchers, a guide to records specific to African Americans, a
database of records and website about slavery in MD, additional images of primary resource records, and Baltimore City
Freedom Records.

e Library of Congress - Local History and Genealogy Reference Services - Features guides for genealogy researchers and
digitized collections pertaining to U.S. History (e.g. Slavery and Law, Slave Narratives, African American Pamphlets).

* Digital Maryland - Includes collections such as the African American Funeral Programs, Manumissions, Indentures, Bills of Sale

, Mapping Maryland's Counties, Slave Documents, and Views of African American Life in MD.

https://www.prattlibrary.org/research/guides/african-american-genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 86



Class 2: Getting Started in African American Family History Research

A National Center for Family

£ American Ancestors. History, Heritage & Culture

by New ENatann HisToric GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

[ Bookstore (i) Aboutus [EVIFXSSITIN gV

Search Events MemberShip Give 10 Million Names  Publications  Expert Help  Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & Initiatives

Afriean American Genealogy

Historical Context

Introduction Getting Started

Researching African American ancestors can be challenging and often requires creative researching methods.

Many African Americans find it difficult to trace their family earlier than the 1870 United States Federal Census, the Research Guides
first federal census following emancipation and the first to record many formerly enslaved individuals by name.

Locating records of enslaved ancestors prior to emancipation requires researching the enslaver's family since most Records for African
of the records where the enslaved may be named, such as probate, account, and deed records, will all be in the American Genealogy
enslaver's name. Locating ancestors that were free prior to emancipation also has unique challenges as records Research

are dispersed and can be difficult to navigate. The process of locating African American ancestors can be time

consuming but the effort can be extremely rewarding. —
ther Resources

Societies, Library,
Museums, and Websites

https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/african-american-genealogy
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Finding Aids

* Describe the history of a collection and how the
materials are arranged

* Parts of a finding aid:
— Summary of the collection
— Abstract or brief biography
— Inventory outline (includes series, boxes, folders, items)

— Linear feet
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. . Request ltems o
Home for Aged Colored Women Records Q[ eioss | TABLE OF CONTENTS

1843-1949; bulk: 1860-1949 Collection Summary
Guide to the Collection Historical Sketch
Sources

Representative digitzed documents from this collection
e ——

iz BROWSE Collection Description

DIGITAL 1 Sl gl | e sl fr ; o
CONTERT A elated Materials
ﬁwmlﬁj’u Fh 5 ety

Acquisition Information

X j.-;' ";.}:/»._‘hﬁw. R
it 1117 Vo r A ) Restrictions on Access
.“ Wy ot 2 e /‘ "
“Vi[‘;ff /‘” e I8 Other Formats
7 awe /il yr

Detailed Description of the Collection

122 DIGITAL CONTENT

i Preferred Citation
Restrictions on Access

Use of the originals is restricted. This collection is available as color digital facsimiles (see links below). Access Terms

Materials Removed

COLLECTION SUMMARY

CREATOR: Home for Aged Colored Women

TITLE: Home for Aged Colored Women records
DATES: 1843-1949

BULK DATES: 1860-1949

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 9 document boxes and 1 cased volume

CALL NUMBER: Ms. N-1429
REPOSITORY: Massachusetts Historical Society . 1154 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02215 library@masshist.org =
ABSTRACT

This collection consists of the records of the Home for Aged Colored Women, a charitable organization
founded in 1860 to provide services to aged and indigent African-American women in Boston. Records include
financial records, donor lists, committee notes, descriptions of women helped, board meeting minutes, and
printed annual reports.

https://www.masshist.org/collection-guides/view/fa0430
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION  expanp AL

I. Administrative records, 1860-1949 ::oicmaLcontent v

A. Annual reports, 1860-1949 ::DIGITAL CONTENT P
B. Board of Directors' records, 1860-1940 ::DIGITAL CONTENT
C. Committee records, 1860-1904 ::piGiITAL CONTENT P

D. Correspondence, 1867-1937 :iDIGITAL CONTENT ¥

Arranged chronologically.

This subseries contains correspondence with Home administrators from 1867 to 1937, primarily related to
donations and subscriptions. Correspondence from 1930 to 1937 deals primarily with the donation from resident
Daisy Phillips of a house she owned in Abington, Mass. Prominent correspondents include William E. Pike,
Judge James T. Kirby, and Charles G. Willard.

i# Correspondence, 1867-1872 Box6 Folder7 i#DIGITIZED
# Correspondence, Jan.-Apr. 1873 Box6 Folder8 :#DIGITIZED
it Correspondence, Jun.-Dec. 1873 Box6  Folder9

# Correspondence, 1874-Jul. 1875 Box6 Folder 10 :#DIGITIZED
# Correspondence, Aug. 1875-1876 Box6  Folder 11 #iDIGITIZED
# Correspondence, 1882-1885 Box6 Folder12 ®DIGITIZED
# Correspondence, 1887-1926 Box6 Folder 13 i#DIGITIZED
# Correspondence, 1930-1934 Box6 Folder 14 :#DIGITIZED
it Correspondence, Jun.-Sept. 1937 Box6 Folder 15 HDIGITIZED
# Correspondence, Oct. 1937 Box6 Folder 16 #DIGITIZED

https://www.masshist.org/collection-guides/view/fa0430
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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