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Getting Started in African
American Family History
Research

Class 2: Records, Resources, and Repositories:
An Introduction

Danielle Rose, 10 Million Names Volunteer Coordinator

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors,

Meet today’s presenter

Danielle Rose

10 Million Names Volunteer Coordinator

OVERVIEW

* Presentation (60 mins.)

* Overview of key records
* Resources to consider
« Repositories (online vs. physical)

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Types of Records
+ Census * Newspapers
* Vital records * Voter registrations
¢ Church records » Military
* Probate * Cemetery/burial records
* Manumission documents ¢ Taxation
* Land and property * Bible records
+ City directories ...and more!
6
2
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Federal Census

Purpose: To make an accurate count of the U.S.
population for representative purposes

Began in 1790 and taken every 10 years

1790-1950 available for research

— Exception: 1890

— Online sources: American Ancestors,
FamilySearch, Ancestry

1850 census was the first to name all members in a
household

2/23/2024
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What can you find in a census?

* Name * Occupation

* Age ¢ Veteran status

* Race * Education level

* Place of birth * Income level

* Parent’s place of birth ~ * Value of real estate

* Relationships * Immigration and

« Marital status naturalization status
8
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Begin with the 1950
census and work
backwards
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1870 Brick Wall
* 1870 marks the first Federal census post-
Emancipation
* First census to include the names of people who
were previously enslaved
* Only free people of color noted in previous
censuses
11
Slave Schedules
* Enslaved individuals recorded separately in 1850
and 1860
* Organized by enslaver’s name
* Personal names of enslaved not included;
described by age, gender, and color
* Additional columns:
— Fugitive from the state
— Number manumitted
— Deaf, blind, etc.
12
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State Census

* Not every state completed a census on the state level

* Often conducted during years in between the federal
census
— Ex: Massachusetts completed a state census in 1855 and
1865

 Information similar to the federal census, but varies
depending on state and year
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1935 Dade County, FL state census
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Keep in mind...

* Names may be spelled differently (initials,
nicknames, etc.)

* Boundary changes

* Misremembering information

— Age, place of birth, relationships may not be
consistent

Different surnames from 1870 to 1880

2/23/2024

.
Vital Records
* Birth, marriage, and death records
* Often provide the names of an individual’s parents
and/or spouse
* Can be found at the town/city, county, or state level,
depending on location and time period
* Less available in southern states before the 20t
century
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George William Reed death certificate
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Pay attention to

informants and
withesses

Church Records

* Provide similar information as vital records
— Additional: baptisms, burials, confirmations

— Enslaver’s name likely included if before emancipation

* Identify ancestors religion before searching

* Online sources: American Ancestors,
FamilySearch, Ancestry

20

July 80, 1820, James Gorton of Voluntown, and” Ruhamah Thompson of
‘Westerly.
= Aug. 17, 1820, Cato Cuffe and Flora Palmer (people of color).
Dec. 18, 1820, Elisha Faxon, Jr., and Mary D. Smith.
Feb. 6, 1821, John W', Hull and Nancy York.
April 80, 1821, George W. Moss and Caroline E. Hyde.
ay 14, 1821, Noyes Ladd of Franklin, and Harriet Z. Williams.
May 20, 1821, Thomas 5. Breed and Rebecca Potter.
June 3, 1821, Thomas Swan of Nantucket, and Fanny Wilcox.
June 10, 1821, Jonathan Pendleton and Caroline Pendleton.
July 8, 1821, Charles E. Coles of New York, and Mary Ash.
Oct. 4, 1821, Daniel C. Hammond and Elizabeth S. Blevin of Westerly.
Nov. 1, 1821, Joseph W. Stanton and Grace N. Palmer.
Nov. 5, 1821, Hampton Stuart of New York, and Sarah Wilcox.
Nov. 15, 1821, Jedediah Leeds of New Orleans, and Mary R. Stanton.
Nov. 29, 1821, Joshua Haley and Rebecea Brown.
Feb. 7, 1822, John D. Smith and Maria Niles.
March 24, 1822, Cyrus Wheeler and Lucy S. Browning of North Stonington.
May 19, 1822, Peter McLlufhlin of New York, and Sarah Tinker.
July 8, 1822, William R. Palmer and Naney B. Babcock.
Oct. 22, 1822, Luke Barker of New York, and Abigail Cobb.
Nov. 21, 1822, Samuel Breed and Eliza P. Williams.
March 20, 1823, Gzo?u Green and Mary N?‘u.
) Sept. 2, 1628, Rufus C. Hamilton and Lilly Koss (people of color).
Sept. 22, 1823, John G. Clark of South Kingston, and Almira D. Page.
Nov. 2, 1823, Jobn Kirby and Almira D, Faxon.
Nov. 1, 1828, Perez Hewitt of North Stonington, and Abby S. Crandall.

Stonington, CT First Congregational
Church marriage records

21
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Q
277
Tip

Race may not be

included in all records

Nnv IO 1139 Samucl Thorn, and Rebecca Hahes.
9, Crump, negro servant of Stephen Richardson, and Deborah,
hdun servant of Jonathan Richardson.
Dec. 18, 1739, mmm Noyes, and Cybill Whiting.
Jan. 8, 1740, njamin of Preston, and Margaret Jamison.
Feb. 18, 1140 Ehhu C sebrough Jun., "and Esther Dennis.
Dec. 80, 1740, Nathasiel Hancox, and Joansa Hilliard.
Feb. 19, 1741, Samuel Frink Jun., and Mary Stanton.
May 10, 1141 Lieut. John Randall, and Mary Palmer.
May, 27, 1741, Samuel Clark, and Mary Jamison.
July, 1741, Edward Hancox, and Lucy Che-cbruuf
Aug. 20, 1741, Oliver Stewart, and Rebecea Pendleton of Westerly.
Sept. 28, uu David Dewe, and Deborah Tracy.
Dec. 20, 1741, Elepben Mason, and Joanna Newkachuse, Indians.
Feb. 11, 1742, Thomas Clark of Westerly, and Elizabeth Jamison.
— March 17, 1742, Peter, negro servant of Stephen Richardson, and Mary
Jones, an Indian negro mulatto.
March 81, 1742, Joseph Garret, and Katherine, Indians.
July 1, 1742, William Brown, and Joaana Fellows.
July 14, 1742, Ebenezer Ausiin, and nebm.r)- ridson.
Bept. 9, 1742, Thomas Chester, lnd Sarah Eldredge both of Groton.
Oct. ‘RE, 1742, Joseph Wauh d Rebeccs Pishetows, Indians.
Nov. 11, 1742, Mcse: Tyler of Plv:wn. and Joanna Denison.
Feb. 17, 1748, Daniel Fish of Preston, and Rebecea Palmer.
Jum 21, 1748, Nicholas Newkajous, and Sarah Peter, Indians.
1748, James Hancox, and Sarab Ames.
Jul} 1, 1743, Capt. John Denison, and Rebecca Noyi
Nov. 9, 1748, William Brumly of Stonington and Elmbex.hﬂmwn of Westerly.

Stonington, CT First Congregational
Church marriage records

23

Freedmen'’s Bureau Records

* Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands
established towards the end of the Civil War

* Aimed to help formerly enslaved people transition
from enslavement to freedom and citizenship

* Some services included:

— Providing food, housing, legal assistance, medical aid,
banking services

— Assisting in establishing schools (Howard University)
— Overseeing labor and apprenticeship contracts

* Online sources: Ancestry, FamilySearch, Smithsonian

24
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Examples of Freedmen'’s Bureau
Documents

* Local census lists * Records of back pay for
soldiers in the U.S.

* Labor contracts Colored Troops

* Marriage registers

* School records

* Applications for rations Narrative reports

* Medical records « Property records

* Court records

25
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Military Records

since the colonial era

for service

— Pension records

— Military rolls

— Enlistment papers

— Draft cards/records

— Manuscripts (diaries or letters home)

* Fold3.com holds military records

2/23/2024

* African Americans participated in military conflicts

* Helps identify individuals who served or were eligible

28

BIRTH YEARS of VETERANS

BATTLE YEARS: 1775

Mexican War
8Ig :

_—oBATTLE YEARS: 1941-1945

Korean War
BIRTH YEARS
1900-1936 L

BATTLE YEARS: 1964-1972

T. Naoie (PrinD)
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e X s
(oren

Luther Glenn WWII draft card
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Probate Records

* Probate is the process of settling a person’s property or
estate upon their death

* Helps in identifying heirs (spouse, children,
grandchildren, siblings, etc.%J

* Generally held at the county level; some exceptions
* Testate (with a will) vs. intestate (no will)

« Types of probate documents:
— Wills
— Inventories
— Petitions
— Letters of administration (names the executor)
— Other: adoption, guardianship, divorce
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Probate Pre-Emancipation
* Enslaved people considered property and often
named in probate
— Bequeathed in wills
— Listed as inventory
— Emancipated by their enslaver
— Sold to another enslaver
* Will need to know the name of your ancestor’s
enslaver
34
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Probate inventory of Benjamin Talbot,
Baltimore Co., MD (FHL #101746024)
35
Land and Property Records
* Use land and property records to:
— Determine where your ancestor lived
— Identify relationships
* Grantor (seller) vs. grantee (buyer)
* Maintained at the local level (town or county)
 FamilySearch is a great resource for all states
36
12
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Need to know enslaver’s name

* Types of deeds:
— Bills of sale

— Enslaved people being hired out
— Deeds of gift

— Transactions related to probate
— Manumissions (granted freedom)

Enslaved People in Deeds

Any transaction involving enslaved people could
be recorded as a deed in property records

2/23/2024
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Manumissions
* Legal documents that granted emancipation

* Can be found in:
— Probate
— Land or property records
— Court files
— Personal papers/collections

« If not online, check:
— State and county archives
— Colleges and universities
— Local libraries
— Historical societies

39
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QUESTIONS?
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Resources

2/23/2024

LN

FamilySearch Research Wiki

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

44

North Carolina, United States Genealogy

Worih Carolina Wiki Topics

Beginning Research

Record Types

MNorth Carclina Background

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/North_Carolina,_United_States_Genealogy

45
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County INONMAON (s sonsevie
Genealogy Recor

Bescription [

County Courthouse . wru.s

Randolph County, North Carclina Record Dates 1

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Randolph_County, North_Carolina_Genealogy

2/23/2024

Local Histories

Maps and Gazetteers
. . o ot ac tow el couny -
Migeation 5=

Miltary Records oo oo o

Revotutionary war

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Randolph_County,_North_Carolina_Genealogy

47

Published Resources

* Researchers have conducted study projects or
extracted information into published resources

* Can be based on:
— Record types
— Subject matter
— Location

* Consult WorldCat.org and American Ancestors
library catalog (library.nehgs.org)

48
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NEW YORK—Continued
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Joseph Carvalho 111

Black Families in

Hampden County,

Massachusetts
1650-1865

Ind edition

51
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Digital Resources

* Scholars have created online databases or
resources focused on African American history.
Can also be based on:

— Specific records

— Subject matter

— Location

* Often through colleges and universities

52

FREE AFRICAN AMERICANS IN COLONIAL

VIRGINIA, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA, MARYLAND AND DELAWARE

The bistory of the enmalogy of most Afiiean Amerisans who wers fies in the Sowbeast during the
iod

Wimer: T 24 The North Carolina Genealogisal Society Awa ellense in Publishing

Three b der o

Dilavars. Maryland. X
tes Upedate: Fairfs C

ass, Thousas Games.

Colonil Records Witkent Last Names

Virsinia Slaves Fresd After 1781

‘Northampton Couars, North Carsiina, after Enansipation

https:/freeafricanamericans.c

53

Digital Library on American'Slavery

“T‘l‘e‘?’gopre
ps://dlas.uncg.ed

54
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5o

Rediscovering the Stories of
Self-Liberating People

A database of fugitives from American Slavery

https://freedom

55

Advertisement

Newspaper Scan (Source Image}
pep 9 Metadata

—_—
Run Away, -

FI{OM the subscriber, in Wikes.county,
Geogia, in December, 1818, a negto

man, by the name of JESS. forty-two or
three years old, five feet eight or ten inches
high ;" his complexion a little yellow, and
has_a small win or lump on his forehead
He iz a good waggoner, and plays the fid-
dle. Tam apprehensive he was conducted
offby a man calling himsel(KILE. 1 wil!
give one hundred dollars reward for infoc-
mation so that I get him agai, o =22

WILLIAM KILGORE,
June 29—1am3m

Transcribed Text

https://freedomonthemove.org/

56

Local Histories

* Popular during the 19" century

.

Rarely cited—be sure to locate other records to
confirm!

Often include biographies or family sketches of
prominent figures

* Ancestor may not be specifically named, but can still
provide insight into what records to consult

.

Ex: History of the Early Settlement of Bridgewater, in
Plymouth County, Massachusetts, including an
extensive Family Register by Mitchell Nahum

57
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Digital Books

https://archive.org/

* https://www.hathitrust.org/

https://books.familysearch.org

https://books.google.com/

https://openlibrary.org/

http://library.si.edu/digital-library

2/23/2024

58

Personal Narratives

* First-person accounts can provide powerful
details of an individual’s lived experience
— Written works (memoirs, autobiographies)
— Oral histories
— Personal letters and diaries

* Can be found at colleges and universities, local
historical societies, libraries, archives, and your
own home!

59

| E— A=

Bom in Slavery: Slave Namatives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936 10 1938

© Featured Content

About this Collection

https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-

1938/about-this-collection/

60
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QUESTIONS?

Repositories

Online Repositories

* General genealogy websites (“Big 3”)
— Ancestry.com ($)
— FamilySearch.org (free)
— AmericanAncestors.org ($, free guest option)

* Location-specific websites
— Archives of a specific state, county, or city
— Ex: Louisiana Digital Library

* Record-specific websites
— Fold3.com (military records)

63
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W Laarm asout your tamey.

Statt your tamiy tree

https://www.ancestry.com/

Exploce the show

Search people

[E——

J———

2/23/2024

Gt tips & ricks for your family history
Journey

‘Special Recora Cotections.

64

sorm1rar .
Aoy Boston, Suttok,

Focus: Al Cotections .

Filters

https://www.ancestry.com/

Noma
B

Deain

Mamiage 19 Nov
Massachusents

Nams John Hancock
Marisge 27 Dec 1797 Bosion, Sufoik,
Massachusetts

Nama John Mancock
Manisge 26 Fe0 1761 Boston, Suffolk
Maseachusotts

65

1950 United States Federal Census

Fst & Miote Namess) LastName
i b
Exact. Exact
Yo Location
w2
Exctei-n
Uved o Bosion, Suftolk. Messachusets, USA

—  Euctto
Ay Evect
Add iy e

First & Micese Name(s) Lastame
Father

Mother

https://www.ancestry.com/

x

x

Learn more about the 1950 US Census here

ARCHIVES A

Browse this collection

s image sat.setect tram

Poputated Pace.

Enanseration Disrict

66
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Index Only vs. Image

Harriet Delia Smith
in the Massachusetts, U.S., Town Birth Records, 1620-1850

Always locate the
original record

Wildcards

* Symbols used to replace or represent one or more
characters

? =1 character

* =1 or more character

» Example: You can use the following variations to
search for “Rose”

— Ros?
— R*e

69
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What wi —

Inter your ancester information:

1 find
out abo Ar
ancestoa::>

Search billions of a files, phato-
graphs, and histori === nts at once—ab-
solutely FREE.

70

Famiy Wee  SSMC  Memones Gt Invoived AN B0

Search by
oo et | v Other Catalogs to
Consider

G

https://www.familysearc

71

United
United - Indexes
United
United States, - Indexes
United States, ensus - 1880
Indexes
00
s - 1920 - Maps 2

Maps
1870] - Indexes

cath s a (Chicago, Hiinois); Catholic Church
St. Agatha (Chicage, liinais)

2/23/2024

https://www.familysearch.org/sear:

72
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«BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

https://www.familysearc

® PRINT [B) Catalog Priat List (0)

[ s |

rg/search/catalog/

2/23/2024
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Film/Digital Notes

Marriage records, Nov. 1863-Jan. 1895

Marriage records, Feb, 1895-July 1909

1mage Group
Humber Format
()

22 @
amaas ]
225- @
2 o

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/

74

https://www.familysearch.org/

75
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[ American Ancestors,

Events Membership Give

Go to Search

-

Search 1.4 Billion Names New! Search Content by Topic

View All News — o

https://www.americanancestors.org/

77

3 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give

438 databases

e W a x| A

0
03
~

Atz o

® sadstatases

P -2
* DDoDF
+
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£ American Ancestors. [——r— .- |
Search Events Membership Give LoMaonvames o Grper belp Toe Sgpature rojecs  Genvers & e
Search Database
.
‘alabama: Marriages, 1816-1957 Saved Searches
First Name Last Name
Yoors Location Deem =3
Eayvords Comment or Question
Family Membars (Fath sse)
Did you know?

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/1574/alabama-

marriages-1816-1957

79

-2 American Ancestors,

[Search  Events  Membership  Give 10Mion Names  Publications  Expert Help  Took  Signature Brojects  Conters  intathes.

16 databases.

P -

Atozsan
oarsaass

P P PP P P S B P A AP
22 PR BB DREDRE R}

1750-1

*
L = = = = = = A R =R =

https://www.americanancestors.org/

80

Physical Repositories

Federal and Town or city Local historical
state archives halls societies

Public or
private
libraries

Colleges and Genealogical
universities societies

Regional Lineage
museums societies

81
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Tim
Familiarize yourself
with their resources
before making a trip
[EE ARCHIVEGRID — o
£ k-4 [+
.",';'.-: ;9 i o Z
.} 5&3
9
Mgf i q& ST
83
EEEARCHIVEGRID [ |
1,321 african american 3 United States - Indiana - Indianapolis
o v s
African American Inventors
African American History
African American newspapers
84
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Research Guides

* Tools created to help you identify various
resources relating to a particular subject
— Also called subject guides and libguides

— May contain recommendations for books, articles,
collections, databases, web resources

* Many repositories have created research guides
related to African American history and
genealogy

* Can help you get acquainted with the repository’s
resources

85

African American Genealogy

Why Is African American Genealogy Different? I l IH{ I

Recommended Resources

Internet

https://www.prattlibrary.org/research/guides/african-american-genealogy

86

3 American Ancestors,

Search Events Membership Give

African American Genealogys

Introduction

https://www.americanancestors

erican-genealogy

87
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Finding Aids
* Describe the history of a collection and how the
materials are arranged
* Parts of a finding aid:
— Summary of the collection
— Abstract or brief biography
— Inventory outline (includes series, boxes, folders, items)
— Linear feet
88
Home for Aged Colored Women Records &5 | otz or conrers
9, bulk: 1860-1849 :swo—s.w:m
CoLLECTION SuMARY
https://www.masshist.org/collection-guides/view/fa0430
89
https://www.masshist.org/collection-guides/view/fa0430
90
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

NEw ENGLAND HisTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright© 2024
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