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Using Irish Land Records in
your Family History Research

Class 1: Introduction to Griffith's
Valuation

February 28, 2024

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
E2 American Ancestors,

Meet today’s presenter

Judy Lucey

Archivist

Presentation (60 mins.)

* lIreland in the 19t c.
* Griffith's Primary Valuation
 Using Griffith’s Valuation

* Q&A (30 mins.)
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Session overview

Ireland in the 19t c.

Griffith’s Primary Valuation

History of taxation in
ANV Using Griffith’s Valuation
freland Valuation Acts 1826, e

Tithe Applotment Books | 1846, 1852

Understanding the
on‘ina;ce Survey of Sir Richard Griffith and | entries
Irelan hi

IS surveyors Use of Agnomens
Legal Terms used in
Griffiths

Printed Books and Maps

Taxation in Ireland

* Act of Union, 1801
— Ireland joined Great Britain
formed single kingdom, the
United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland. |

* Cess tax
— Grand jury system

* Poor Law Act of 1838
— Poor law rates

TAKING THE (IRISH) BULL BY THE HORNS.

— Establishment of workhouses

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 1: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research

* Established in 1824

* Undertake townland
survey of entire country

* Creation of maps ata
scale six-inches to one
mile

* Maps used by Richard
Griffith's surveyors

Ordnance Survey of Ireland,
1829-1842

:‘?;E'f- ;
Ordnance Survey -
Dublin map sheet 18 detail

2/26/2024

Tithed a tenth of produce to
COI clergy

* Farmers living on an acre or
more had to tithe

* All denominations paid tithe

Tithes abolished in 1838

Tithe Applotments, 1823-1837

2
-
b

Strengths

* May be the only record for «
parishes where no pre-
1850 church registers exist

* May be the only record set
to identify an ancestor if
they emigrated before the
Great Famine

* One of the earliest records
representing the poor in
Ireland

Strengths and weaknesses

Weaknesses

Not every occupier like
Griffith’s Primary Valuation

Cities and towns not
included

No standard format - every
parish different

¢ Placename issues

— No standardization of names
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Where do you find these records?

Online Originals and microfilms
In Ireland with images * Originals
— National Archives of Ireland
— PRONI, Belfast (via online — PRONI, Belfast

catalog) — National Archives, Dublin

Familysearch.or. 5
_ Re}};uhlic of kimd axlly * Microfilms all Ireland

— Northern Ireland images
accessible only at FHL affiliate

— National Library Ireland

or FHL library in Salt Lake City — National Archives
*  Ancestry has online searchable ~ Family History Library
indexes for all of Ireland but no — NEHGS (currently offsite)
images

Dealing with placenames in Tithes

* Standardization of placenames through Ordnance
Survey in 1830s

— Townlands and parishes divided
— Many place
— names renamed

* How to identify current place name
— Obtain list of townlands in Civil parish
— Can you find similar names, total area in Griffith’s?
— Utilize online place name websites
* Logainm.ie, Placename database of Ireland

’ logainm.ie
Placenames Database o reland
QUSEARCH | d BROWSE IS GLOSSARY B RES 7 aBo EncLISH
€ Locate on map
R
3 Include street names
IEEEEEEEET Piacenames Workshop 2024
Placename of the day < 20240207 Welcome
+ An Tulach agus Cromghlinn/ Whelogme b it Plssirams
= Tulla and Crumlin Database of Ireland, developed by
9 an Gaois, Flontar & Scoll na Gaeilge
— (DCU) and The Placer es Branch

logainm.ie/en
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enamesn About Us | Contact Us | Terms and

Conditions.

Home News/Blog  Place-Name Sea... Historical Forms ... Land U... Useful Information Explore the Map

. s e Our Latest X Posts:
Discover the origin of our local Please log into X to view

our latest posts.

place-names
Tweets from

Welcome to placenamesni.org, the home of The Northemn @placename

Ireland Place-Name Project which is based within the sni

department of Irish & Celtic Studies at Queen's University,

Belfast. Our searchable database contains information on

the origins and meanings of over 30,000 place-names X

from all ever Northern Ireland,

On Monday éth March 2023, the Northern Ireland Place
Name Project entered a new phase of funding. We are

grateful to the Department of Communities for its a Nothlng
continued support to see

As part of this work package, we are delighted to be here -
supporting local councils in the provision of authoritative

Irish language forms for street signage. This work is yet

angoing and some forms currently appearing on our When they

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/9b31e0501b744154b4584b1dce1f859b

Session overview

Ireland in the 19t c.

History of taxation in
Ireland

TR Using Griffith’s Valuation
Valuation Acts 1826,
Tithe Applotment Books | 1846, 1852

Understanding the
On‘ina;ce Survey of Sir Richard Griffith and | entries
Irelan hi

IS surveyors Use of Agnomens
Legal Terms used in
Griffiths

Printed Books and Maps

What is Griffith’s Primary
Valuation?

* Property tax survey
— Every occupier of
property
— Every parcel of taxable
land, buildings

* Published between 1847
and 1864

* Produced large quantities
of records and maps
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Sir Richard Griffith
* Civil engineer and geologist
* Made Boundary
Commissioner, 1824

* Head of Valuation

* Griffith’s Primary Valuation
— Published instructions
— Native Irish surveyors

2/26/2024

Three Valuation Periods

Townland Valuation Act 1826 Tenement Valuation Act 1852
Focus on qualities of land and eventually Single valuation of all lands and
buildings valued at £3, by 1836 all tenements. Valuators re-visit properties
buildings valued at £5. Very few names. every few years.
1846 ‘
e e . |
1826 ; 1852

Tenement Valuation Act 1846

Every individual holding or tenement
including names of occupiers to determine
poor law rate. Townland Valuation for cess
tax continues.

Province and counties of Ireland

Townland valuation
begins in Londonderry
P and No. Antrim 1830

Tenement Valuation
begins in 1844 in
County Dublin and
Province of Munster
counties except Co.
Clare
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Great Famine, 1847-1852
Why use Griffith’s Valuation?
* Gateway to 19™ century %
research COUN";'"\‘:NO':F ILDS;L MMON.
. . B e
* Ability to identify exact TNIONOF ATHLONE
place of origin ==
* “Census-substitute”
* Can determine
ancestor’s socio-
economic status
Use Griffith's Valuation
with other genealogical
records
7
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Who should use it?

mid 19 century

* Ancestors in Ireland in . -
.»_ "

* Your ancestor left
relatives behind

2/26/2024

What do | need to know?

* Exact place of origin
— Parish is okay to get
started
— Townland is best

* Who the ancestor most
likely to be in Griffith’s
based on age, etc.

@
lip
Dates of publication

are very important!
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When did your ancestor leave?

2/26/2024

Appendix No. 6

‘Tenement Valuation: Commencement and Completion Dates 1846-1864!

Down 1862-1864
i_)llblin 1847-1853
e

Kerry 1848-1853

From Richard Griffith and his
of Ireland...

by James R. Reilly

askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/

Parish and
Townland

Printed valuation organized by

COUNTY OF ROSOOMMON.
BAROXY OF ATHLONE

UNION OF ATHLONE.
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(2
2 77/
Identify all

administrative divisions

Where do | find Griffith’s?

* Griffith’s Primary
Valuation online I
— Askaboutlreland.ie (free) */" ('«

— Ancestry.com
(subscription)

— Findmypast.com
(subscription)

COLOR VALUATION MAPS on
askaboutireland.ie

QUESTIONS?

10
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Session overview

Ireland in the 19t c.

Griffith’s Primary Valuation

History of taxation in
Ireland

Tithe Applotment Books | 1846, 1852

Ordnance Survey of Sir Richard Griffith and
Ireland his surveyors

Printed Books and Maps

Valuation Acts 1826,

Using Griffith’s Valuation

Understanding the
entries

Use of Agnomens

Legal terms used in
Griffiths

2/26/2024
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Col 2: e
p—
Townland || e Eiei e, sas . whisy v o s
and name g Juim Rerrw
of occupier n-:.%’m Cols. 3 and 4: J Columns: Total
; Lessor and +1{ areain English
B description acres and
* of tenement annual value
| iHleL
* Number references the . I Y AL
holding in the townland L 1o Hiriabid
= ¢ | Rdward Hogno, . .
 Small letter ‘a’ references | FRRPY v 4 o
the farmer’s house (main = L Leans, .
householder on lot) L -
R Rt > = : m‘ﬂ'ﬁ’"ﬂ"‘
* b} ‘c, etc. are the cottagers ¢ | Comotiun Bommind,
house s o | Maurico Deamond,
; 1] Denis Desmand,
* Capital letters A, B, etc. ‘ ’
ref[iresent different parcels |
of land on lot with s 8| Georgo Leane, . .
different types of soil
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Column 1

Number and letters of reference to map

SHIPPOOL.
(Ond. 8 110)

Lo | Thoua . Horrick, Esq. | oo wnd g, .. mis o o1 o| mwo
L b bt | oy e & e Rae 1% NS

o aia 1)
= ¢| Rdrard Hogu, Hous'aad gerde, 020l 080l owo
30| George Letn: o e 380l o 3% 0
‘ 3 H gﬂ'.mpl.“:::: - {-’E"'ﬁ“‘"m""“'"?;}. 2160/ owo|l 8100

= ik Edocaion
| ey’ Schookous, — ool omo
. Jumen M Eaq.[Tand, - wWeo| %l a%o
2 Puarck Lewne, offce,sad ity e ool 108
" § | Wiliam fomean [ oo, ettt 2 2 o o om0
Puirick Shauhan, | | James Mo [Home, o oo T = ol of ol o
Gornelius Dornind, | Wilam . Horik, Enq | House,ofees, snd and; | 34 3 50| 1970 of 20 0| aiio 0
- Daniel Coghiam, - | Comelrun Desond, .| Houe, g 32| 5 210 0 100
s Mauri teumeid,” | Witam 1. Hemiek. Faq | Howse:ofics. andiand, | o0 1 21| a7 o| 20 0| 2713 0
: Denis Desmand, - | Manrioe Dormmondy | Houre and garden, | 0 1 3| 83 0 810 of ‘o1 0
i ’ | Wik - Hore, o Landy > o, 0] $3 58 Two| 10 0
| Tou, T s | W 1o| 01| W o

s 8 George Leans, Witk otk B | Guarh duestion 0

s s : ureh Pducation

- ek B {0 e Senoctbowss omo| ouo
L y—

| oom "I L ass a 1a| w0 1 0f o ofweo
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askaboutireland.ie

1
@
9
E0 o .
ROEKMOUSH °
° I

Modern map, townland of Ship-pool

<0
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Columns 2 and 3

Occupier and Immediate Lessor

2/26/2024

| 1 - | Offco and tand, o1l w0 0
| B | Mo soct & uen | %8 8 38| %03 0 °
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Column 4

Description of tenement

— All dwellings including
public buildings
Office

— Farm buildings, stable,
cow barn, piggery

— Factories, mills, shops

Garden

Cottage on Lissadell estate, 1911,
— Not a flower bed (www.sligoheritage.com)

Onk . 11

| 1 n iam . | Offco and tand, . o1l w0 0

Lot Rt Faa | Houae, ol & guiden,’| '0 0 30| 03 0 °
Hous'sad gica soun| oso 0

o ouse and i,

" na, Ol 3o at 880 °

R S i | &S 0| 383 H
= Chareh Edveaion So-

] aiys Schothonse, | = - o
. s |y ik Brg 8L b e °
L | Yemes Babory siig)| 2 X i
N : s = = H
o = = H
LR 3| Wi o H
2 3 1B 5 s o
s ¢ T ou| Wi o
R o 13| B0 H

K g i e o

| fman[wio O

|5 . 5| Coorge Lenoe, Witk otk B | Guarh duestion 0

J o Rl R B cvotvelid [N omo| ouo
L y—
| oom "I L ass a 1a| w0 1 0f o ofweo
Building structure terms
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Column5to 8
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@ | Thowsas B, Herrick, Eaq. | Wiliam . Horick, Enq. [ 0fficosnd tand, . ] 03 1 ss| o210 0 B0
| Thmad iimer, .| Wi 1. Horek, 13 | Hovae, oice & guiden,”( 0 0 10| 03 0 140
© | Edward Hogas, +| Thomas . g Y on, oomn| o020 010 0
Loabe, | William H. Herrie, Esq soml aso 150
o | George Leane, | Willam 1. Herviek, Enq. i3 awo 100
¥ | George Leaney | Wltaen . Herr .
. ooy, William H. Herick, K wWe o o0
S e " e Maongy 4% . 100
H Mubony, =y of omo
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e iliam H, Horrick, Enq Wi o of s o0
- - B = of %00
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- % e Fduestion
: = ] R vt J — omo| ouo
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| om ™ Jass 9 19| w1 0f 050|060

Your ancestor’s socio-economic
status

* Houses valued at 8s, 10s, 15s
— One or two room mud cabin with a thatch or turf roof

* Living on less than five acres
— Frequently a cottier or laborer

— Tenancy was “year by year” or “tenant at will”

* Houses with annual valuation between £2 and £5

— Walls built of stone or brick
— Thatch roof, some might have second level or “dormer”

Edward Hogan of Ship-pool
of Lot 1c

SHIP-POOL
(0. 8. 111,
1 6 | Thomas B. Herrlek, Eaq, | William H, Herrick, Baq. | Offcoand land, . [ 03 1 94| #0100 0| M0
= b{Thomus Palmer, . .| Willsm H. Herriek, Exg Ilwu.nllc:’;:p)lrm. 00 10| 080 o 140
{8 alo,
- 0 | Rdward Hogao, . .| Thomas B, Herrick, Esq. | Houseandgaden, | 0 0 91 08 0( 080 0100

* House valued at 8 shillings

* Mud walls with one or two rooms
» Works land in lieu of paying rent (from the
valuations’ pre-manuscript books)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Rundale occupancy

Annaghmacullen, Cloone, County Leitrim

+ If one unable to
Ppay, remaining
tenants must pay
that share

FALUATION OF TENEMBNTS. . o
Rundale system: - e Vi CrdviE,
™ — e
* Group of tenants | "% [ mmmn T e k=
hold land in Amaoms. L2 walza
i I HETET
* Each responsible it it | I | B Y
o ek H L
for full rent on [rio i 343
holding : S| %8
R
H
5
s
s

5
T o

oosccococoscscocse ssessecses ®
~oocccnscsenmeamses: moncoons: ¥
cccecccccsosccosmsce ccsssces A

| a5EEESaEEEncos!

Research possible
family relationships
among occupiers

Cloone-Conmaicne

Diocese of Ardagh| County of Leitrim

Microfilm 04241 /02

01Feb. 1820 to 12 Mer. 1820
01.Jan. 18 May 1834
13Nov. 1894 to 30 Jan. 1841
02Jan. 18431004 Oct. 1849
06.Jan. 18500 05 Feb. 1881

06 Jan. 182310 06 Jan. 1839
Mariages 12Jan. 18431029 June 1881

Deaths 06 Jan. 16231017 Sep. 1845
Deaths 13.Jan. 18500 25 Feb. 1878

15
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Who is not in Griffith’s??

City dwellers living in “flats” or apartments

® Immediate Lessor, Shed and yard, . o el 100 1 0
. iodg). James Dempays. - | Houso and sl and, Z |uoolnoeo
odgers . M. Wright. House and yurd, * - . = 900 900
ell, el 700 x []
Z | soo0fsoo
- 900 1 L]
Associated with certain occupations such as gardeners,
“herd’s house”, “cottier’s house’, or laborers
Ty e e dred e, | o At
giies
oy — =
ovouE.
(o g ve)
' P e L TN
+ 3] paren Pen, +
: | Bbi—

Unnamed occupiers

Burton Persse, Moyode, Kilconierin, Galway

VALUATION OF TENEMERTS, 15
PARISE OF KILCONIERIN.
ik o e A Vamin, | T Ao
ity Do o Toomet, | A prey
[ ol ey —— L S Y-, TR
MOYODE. ane|ded|tealeaa
(0ri. 5. 90)
' Puick Noabey, | Buron Porwa, | Howeandlend, | 4 s a0] o5 0| 010 0] 150
SR { | TS SN £ YRR | s vy o e £ 02 ofhoo s 0
3 Thomas Rogan, .| Busian Porsss, . - | House and land. 20|l 100 200f 800
‘ Bartw. Molowney, 1| Same, . | Houso and landy oss| a1 of 01 0| 1w 0

Tip

Occupiers of Lot2a

possibly found in
Landed Estate Records

16
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Landed Estate

landedestates.ie

Archival sources
red Estates’ Court Rentals
Persse & Molloy estates at
Springgarden, 12 July 1850, Vol 2, MRGS
Reel 1, (Microfilm copy at NUIG).

; National Archives of Ireland

“Landed Estates Court Rentals (O'Brien),
Blair/Persse, 30 May 1876, Vol 123, MRGS
39/056, (microfilm copy in

NUIG); National Archives of Ireland
“Prospectus of Persse Distillery 1901 and
abstracts of title to Persse property in
Galway. M.4859; National Archives of
Ireland

Persse (Roxborough & Moyode)

Persee family of Counties Galway and
Roscommon

Possible records to consult

* Estate Records
— Possibly in rent rolls
— Agent’s records and correspondence

* Landed Estate Court Rentals, 1850-1885, aka Encumbered
Estate records
— Bankrupt estates from Great Famine
— Courts setup, state took ownership and sold lots
— Lists every occupier, tenancy, description of land, maps
— On Ancestry.com and FindMypast.ie

* 1901 Census
— Lists every occupier in townland
— Includes occupation

17
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QUESTIONS?

Use of Agnomens

Junior-Senior

Lot 5a William Bullock, sen.
5b William Bullock, jun

Drumnagoon, Seagoe, County Armagh

PARISH 'OF SEAGOE.
e Aol Voo, | Pl
N i
s | Dettriptlon of Toswment. A of Rateably-
v TR
wnrn|enalenalens
S 1
DRUMNAGOON—
110 0 1010.9]
“ lock, et | Duke of Manchestor, . | Honseoffiosand land| '8 810 0 0 0
H m}mgﬂmﬁ Wil Batlock, sen | House and sm. gurden) — — — | 0w o) oy
o |John Bullosk (¢ | oo0ss| o6 of 0ol 1o
D I R B - | < -~ R R ] O IR Y o
o |y Hkiod, -|  fame - ROl ied] 1o 1s] 175 0] 110 0] 2w
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Junior but no Senior listed
Lot 3b John Walsh, jun.

Derryfadda, Moyne, County Tlpperary

DERRYPADDA. |
. T g
1% =
2 i
T T2 sTo| 138
2 g e | - S ess
oty | vafais 8| °B°
3 i TR i
- | om o _ 11
b | John Walsh, jan. ! - - 010 o 1
oo ey Tul 101 °8 i
i beye 5 198 =
. : L SH e
e et Taul afal 8480
L = 2as {818 08
S z ox[ 038 030l 04
= J 5% AR
% a sist ¥ o 1
] IR
- d L :in‘l o
=5 EEIRTEIRT
= 1800 8%
= - S0l 818 8
3 Tal ol 880
B RIEERIRERIET
1t 20 843 81 %1
: T ol $1 80 4
Hhet i R 1 HIE#
't:'.'..‘:z*‘ TR H
E i) 2 1 R
i Total, . wlss:‘mno 24 9 01286 0 0

Junior-Senior can be
used with women, too!

Maiden names of widows

Mary (Hanrahan ) Griffin, Lot 3b and Mary (Coughlan) Griffin, Lot 13
Kilnamack, East, Inishlounaght, Waterford

KILNAMACK,
EAST.
.| ar of Donoughmare, waa{mwo| a2oflmwo
| Eart of Dononghmore, | Housey v+ — =l ona o
ot Dgmor | Mo i ort, | Z | o6 0| 0160
eI IO EUTIC A T 5 4
.m..\n- a, and yard) ped
|3 "at&' |‘f'..}..'f', "‘,...’."u 0o 19| oTo|l 190( 1100
hulotDmnu.kmm House, offccs, & land, | 63 2 17| 6317 0| 5 0 0f 517 0
-
o |ty s o1 ol 0130
ww' o«u,llm.lshd, y 8| 20| 018 0| 313 0
o "
Do 712 720| 1 80| 800
Don wn,wle«.hllnd, 2228|270 2120]22190
jouse and garden, | 0 0 13 © 1 0| 03 0 0
Dor ous and fond, (| 31 34| 2 60f ool 2wo0
Do |88 7| 1110l T80 0
Don ouse oo tand,| 8 0 18| 817 0| 114 0| 71 ©
N T R R B
i g & 0
onse, yard,andgar.s| 0 0 26| 072 0| o015 0| 017 0
Jumes Butfer, o, e el | 41 4| 218 0| 018 0| 316 0
Bridges Kelly, © ouse, offccs, & 1and, (13 0 11| 8 5 0| 5’3 0| 138 0
ouse,oflccer & land,| 0 2 38| 012 0 1 6 0 118 0
ik Coghlany ouss andland, <[ 6 0 2| 35 0| 0180 0
Dosi MEney, TRRRREA B B e B Broe ] T o
o Prvishvad =1 RS I I ) e e bt
Towl, . .[7I0 3 24| 364 6 0| 52 6 0[30 11 0
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A B b £ed
DRUMNAGOON— L
continted. .

3 a | William Bullock, sev,, | Duke of Manchester, . | House,offcesand land| 8 315 90 o 10
- b | William Butlock, jun,, | Williun Bullock, sen,| Houso and sm, garden, — — - 015

. |Jobn Bullock (C'Iam )
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Legal terms used in

Griffith’s Valuation
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Michael Tobin, formerly of Lot 14,
Coleeny, Moyne, County Tipperary
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Pre-Griffith’s manuscript:
House book, Nov 1847
Michael Tobin appears to be living
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Free

Kate Sharky
Bree, Clonca, County Donegal
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In review

* Discover exact place of origin

* How our ancestors lived

* Analyzing the entries
— Discover possible relationships
— Chip away at brickwalls
— Advance your family history

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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