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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Ireland in the 19th c.
• Griffith’s Primary Valuation
• Using Griffith’s Valuation
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Session overview

Ireland in the 19th c.

History of taxation in 
Ireland
Tithe Applotment Books
Ordnance Survey of 
Ireland

Griffith’s Primary Valuation

Valuation Acts 1826, 
1846, 1852
Sir Richard Griffith and 
his surveyors
Printed Books and Maps

Using Griffith’s Valuation

Understanding the 
entries
Use of Agnomens
Legal Terms used in 
Griffiths
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Taxation in Ireland

• Act of Union, 1801
– Ireland joined Great Britain 

formed single kingdom, the 
United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

• Cess tax
– Grand jury system 

• Poor Law Act of 1838
– Poor law rates
– Establishment of workhouses
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Ordnance Survey of Ireland, 
1829-1842

• Established in 1824

• Undertake townland 
survey of entire country

• Creation of maps at a 
scale six-inches to one 
mile

• Maps used by Richard 
Griffith’s surveyors  Ordnance Survey –

Dublin map sheet 18 detail
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Tithe Applotments, 1823-1837
• Tithed a tenth of produce to 

COI clergy

• Farmers living on an acre or 
more had to tithe 

• All denominations paid tithe

• Tithes abolished in 1838 
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• May be the only record for 
parishes where no pre-
1850 church registers exist

• May be the only record set 
to identify an ancestor if 
they emigrated before the 
Great Famine

• One of the earliest records 
representing the poor in 
Ireland

• Not every occupier like 
Griffith’s Primary Valuation

• Cities and towns not 
included

• No standard format – every 
parish different

• Placename issues
– No standardization of names

WeaknessesStrengths

Strengths and weaknesses
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• In Ireland with images
– National Archives of Ireland
– PRONI, Belfast (via online 

catalog)

• Familysearch.org
– Republic of Ireland only
– Northern Ireland images 

accessible only at FHL affiliate 
or FHL library in Salt Lake City

• Ancestry has online searchable 
indexes for all of Ireland but no 
images

• Originals
– PRONI, Belfast
– National Archives, Dublin

• Microfilms all Ireland
– National Library Ireland
– National Archives
– Family History Library
– NEHGS (currently offsite)

Originals and microfilmsOnline

Where do you find these records?
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Dealing with placenames in Tithes
• Standardization of placenames through Ordnance 

Survey in 1830s
– Townlands and parishes divided
– Many place
– names renamed

• How to identify current place name
– Obtain list of townlands in Civil parish
– Can you find similar names, total area in Griffith’s?
– Utilize online place name websites
• Logainm.ie, Placename database of Ireland
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logainm.ie/en
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/9b31e0501b744154b4584b1dce1f859b
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What is Griffith’s Primary 
Valuation?

• Property tax survey
– Every occupier of 

property
– Every parcel of taxable 

land, buildings

• Published between 1847 
and 1864

• Produced large quantities 
of records and maps
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Sir Richard Griffith
• Civil engineer and geologist

• Made Boundary 
Commissioner, 1824

• Head of Valuation

• Griffith’s Primary Valuation
– Published instructions
– Native Irish surveyors
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Three Valuation Periods

1826

Townland Valuation Act 1826
Focus on qualities of land and eventually 
buildings valued at £3, by 1836 all 
buildings valued at £5. Very few names.

1846

Tenement Valuation Act 1846
Every individual holding or tenement 
including names of occupiers to determine 
poor law rate. Townland Valuation for cess
tax continues.

1852

Tenement Valuation Act 1852
Single valuation of all lands and 
tenements. Valuators re‐visit properties 
every few years.
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Province and counties of Ireland
Townland valuation 

begins in Londonderry 
and No. Antrim 1830

Tenement Valuation 
begins in 1844 in 
County Dublin and 
Province of Munster 
counties except Co. 
Clare
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Great Famine, 1847-1852
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Why use Griffith’s Valuation?
• Gateway to 19th century 

research

• Ability to identify exact 
place of origin

• “Census-substitute”

• Can determine 
ancestor’s socio-
economic status
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Tip
Use Griffith’s Valuation 

with other genealogical 
records 
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Who should use it?

• Ancestors in Ireland in 
mid 19th century

• Your ancestor left 
relatives behind
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What do I need to know?

• Exact place of origin
– Parish is okay to get 

started
– Townland is best

• Who the ancestor most 
likely to be in Griffith’s 
based on age, etc.
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Tip
Dates of publication 
are very important!
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When did your ancestor leave?

From Richard Griffith and his 
Valuations of Ireland… 
by James R. Reilly
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askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/
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Printed valuation organized by

CountyCounty

BaronyBarony

Poor Law 
Union

Poor Law 
Union

Parish and 
Townland
Parish and 
Townland
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Tip
Identify all 

administrative divisions 
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Where do I find Griffith’s?

• Griffith’s Primary 
Valuation online
– AskaboutIreland.ie (free)
– Ancestry.com 

(subscription)
– Findmypast.com 

(subscription)

COLOR VALUATION MAPS on 
askaboutireland.ie
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QUESTIONS?
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Col. 1: Lot 
Number 
and letter 
on map

Col 2: 
Townland 
and name 
of occupier Cols. 3 and 4:

Lessor and 
description 
of  tenement

Remaining 
Columns: Total 
area in English 
acres and 

annual valuee
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Column 1
• Number references the 

holding in the townland

• Small letter ‘a’ references 
the farmer’s house (main 
householder on lot)

• ‘b’, ‘c’, etc. are the cottagers’ 
house

• Capital letters A, B, etc. 
represent different parcels 
of land on lot with 
different types of soil
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Column 1 
Number and letters of reference to map
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askaboutireland.ie
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Modern map, townland of Ship-pool
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Columns 2 and 3
Occupier and Immediate Lessor
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Column 4 
Description of tenement
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Building structure terms
• House 
– All dwellings including 

public buildings

• Office
– Farm buildings, stable, 

cow barn, piggery
– Factories, mills, shops

• Garden
– Not a flower bed

Cottage on Lissadell estate, 1911, 
(www.sligoheritage.com)
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Column 5 to 8
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Your ancestor’s socio-economic 
status 

• Houses valued at 8s, 10s, 15s
– One or two room mud cabin with a thatch or turf roof

• Living on less than five acres
– Frequently a cottier or laborer
– Tenancy was “year by year” or “tenant at will”

• Houses with annual valuation between £2 and £5
– Walls built of stone or brick
– Thatch roof, some might have second level or “dormer”
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Edward Hogan of Ship-pool 
of Lot 1c

•House valued at 8 shillings
•Mud walls with one or two rooms
•Works land in lieu of paying rent (from the 

valuations’ pre-manuscript books)
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Rundale occupancy
Annaghmacullen, Cloone, County Leitrim

Rundale system:
• Group of tenants 

hold land in 
common

• Each responsible 
for full rent on 
holding

• If one unable to 
pay, remaining 
tenants must pay 
that share
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Tip
Research possible 

family relationships 
among occupiers
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nli.ie
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Who is not in Griffith’s??
City dwellers living in “flats” or apartments

• In rural areas, see term gardners, herdsman, cottiers or laborers

Associated with certain occupations such as gardeners, 
“herd’s house”, “cottier’s house”, or laborers
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Unnamed occupiers
Burton Persse, Moyode, Kilconierin, Galway
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Tip
Occupiers of Lot2a 
possibly found in 

Landed Estate Records
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landedestates.ie
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Persee family  of Counties Galway and 
Roscommon

Archival sources
•Encumbered Estates’ Court Rentals 
(O’Brien), Persse & Molloy estates at 
Springgarden, 12 July 1850, Vol 2, MRGS 
Reel 1, (Microfilm copy at NUIG). 
; National Archives of Ireland
•Landed Estates Court Rentals (O'Brien), 
Blair/Persse, 30 May 1876, Vol 123, MRGS 
39/056, (microfilm copy in 
NUIG); National Archives of Ireland
•Prospectus of Persse Distillery 1901 and 
abstracts of title to Persse property in 
Galway. M.4859; National Archives of 
Ireland
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Possible records to consult
• Estate Records

– Possibly in rent rolls
– Agent’s records and correspondence

• Landed Estate Court Rentals, 1850-1885, aka Encumbered 
Estate records
– Bankrupt estates from Great Famine
– Courts setup, state took ownership and sold lots
– Lists every occupier, tenancy, description of land, maps
– On Ancestry.com and FindMypast.ie

• 1901 Census
– Lists every occupier in townland
– Includes occupation
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QUESTIONS?
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Use of Agnomens
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Junior-Senior
Lot 5a William Bullock, sen.

5b William Bullock, jun
Drumnagoon, Seagoe, County Armagh
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Junior but no Senior listed
Lot 3b John Walsh, jun.

Derryfadda, Moyne, County Tipperary
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Tip
Junior-Senior can be 

used with women, too!

Class 1: Using Irish Land Records in Your Family History Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



Maiden names of widows
Mary (Hanrahan ) Griffin, Lot 3b and Mary (Coughlan) Griffin, Lot 13

Kilnamack, East, Inishlounaght, Waterford
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Four John Bullocks in Drumnagoon
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Not an agnomen 
but…
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“Mrs.” term used for women superiors of 
religious orders
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Legal terms used in 
Griffith’s Valuation
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In fee
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Reps of 
Michael Tobin, formerly of Lot 14, 
Coleeny, Moyne, County Tipperary
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Pre-Griffith’s manuscript:
House book, Nov 1847 

Michael Tobin appears to be living
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Court of or In Chancery
Lots 86 and 87 

Garvaght, Portglencone, 
County Antrim 
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Database on findmypast.com
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Free 
Kate Sharky

Bree, Clonca, County Donegal
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In review
• Discover exact place of origin

• How our ancestors lived

• Analyzing the entries 
– Discover possible relationships
– Chip away at brickwalls
– Advance your family history
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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