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Virtual Genealogical
Skills Boot Camp

Using Ancestry.com

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
E2 American Ancestors,

Ancestry.com

* Simply typing in a name is not always the best
approach

* Understanding the records and information those
records contain helps in knowing what
information to supply

* Less is best

* Don't be afraid to look at records before and after
the one that appears

What is indexed?
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What is indexed?

* Different records asked different questions about
our ancestors.

* Always a good idea to begin with a broad search
and narrow down slowly.

* Pay attention to how the information that has
been indexed is displayed.

'l//

Work with a family you

know has records

AlLU.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, u "
1917-1918 results for Ayer n

Arehis
Records
Administration

i

Results 1-500f 1,557
G = vew
massach 2 Bith Dof
EdwardSeth  3Jun .
All Collections Ayer 17 Massachusetts &
Ee Sk SSash Lorenzo Arthur 18 Jun) Lowel, Middleses, @
Ayer 174 Massachusetts
wilbur 8Jun Tewksbury, Middlesex, @
Sherburne Ayer 1874 Massachuse
" 21 Feb}
g Awhuinaer 1R @
> Drat, Enlistment and Service:
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Jameswilliam 30 Dec Hyde Park, Suffolk, @
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George Howard
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Springfield, Hampden,
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Why some & not others?
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Wildcards

» Wildcards allow you to broaden your search to
variant spellings

* Can be applied to both given names and surnames
* Particularly useful with Eastern European names

* Requires the first letter of the name

1/19/2024

10

Immigration & Travel

Narrow by Category
L

Featured data collections.

11

All Immigration & Emigration results for S*L*M* Fran*Rt

W e Records  Catogories
-

2 ' Name Solomon Fraskert

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

Different Search
Options
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Different Search Options

* Ranked Searches - put possible hits that match
the information supplied at the top of the list

* Match All Terms Exactly — matches just what you
ask it to based on spellings, dates, and places

14

Search

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
solamon frankiurt
Exaet,

Place your ancestor might have lived Birth Year

Add event:

Year Location
Bith 1512
Exact +

Add family member: Father Mother Sibling Spouse Child

Keyword

Ranked Search

Recently viewed EEZIIE

Collections

Special [+ card catalog |

Collections

Historical Records

Birth, Marriage & Death
B
C
c
v

15
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All results for Solomon Frankfurt

Search Filters o
« Resaits 1500184565 Racords  Categories

help

Name Selomen Frankfurt
30ec 182
1569 Wi

Deaware,

ol Delaware.

Selamen Frankfurt

Selomen Frankfurt

Russis

Ranked Search

16

Search
First & Middle Namels) Last Name Recently Viewed
solomon frankfurt. Collections
et T
Place your ancestor might have lived Birth Year
w2 @
v
Y s e cptons (G Motchallerms exsty
i [ Card Catalog |
Add event: Mariage Death Livedin AnyEvent More Special eSS
" Collections
Year Location
wn a2 isaricl Recards
b
Add family member: Father Mother Sibling Spouse Child
Keyword
Match All Terms Exactly

17

All results for Solomon Frankfurt

AlCotections

it Seareh | New Search

Results 11011

Match All Terms Exactly

18
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Search

First & Middle Name(s)

solomon
vt
Place your ancestar might have lived Birth vear
o ow
o L2 yrs
EEEN oo toneropiions~ (G ustchitsord (3 bracfo..
isyese
ada ovens: tomisge Gestn Uvedin Any
r Location
B um
v
Add family member: Father Mother Sibling Spouse Child
Keyword

Match All Terms Exactly + Options

Recently Viewed
Collections

Special - Card Catalos }
Collections
Historical Records

Birth, Marriage & Death
Birt Chisteniny

Deat

Census & Vater Lists

1/19/2024

19

SearchFilters oo

A Cotections

Matching Records

Match All Terms Exactly + Options

B U, SocialSocurity Daath indes, 1935-2014

All results for Solomon Frankfurt

Records  Catogories

20

Search
First & iadle Namets) Lastiiame
soloran ankturc
o v Bt souncstin similar

Placa your ancestor might have liva (7] Eoc and.

Add avent: Marriage Death U
Vear Location
Binh 157
PvET
Addfamily member: Father Mother Sblng Spouse Chid

Keywerd

Match All Terms Exactly + Options

Recently Viewed [EEZXI

Collections

special

Collections

21
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All results for Solomon Frankfurt

Records  Categories

Name Solomon Frankfurt

B
B  Sates Foderal
Match All Terms Exactly + Options

22

All or One

All or One

* Main search offers many fields, many of which are
shared between databases.

* Ifyou search within a specific database, you may
be supplied with additional search fields.

* Keep in mind you may know more information
than was actually on the record.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

Place your sncestar might have lived

Add event: it Desth  Lived

Add family member: Fatner er Sib

Keyword

Gender Race/Natianality
Select.- -

Collection Focus

First & Middle Namels) Last Name

raw fesver options a [ Mateh all termns exactly

AllCallections -
[ Historical Records £ Family Trees
2 Stories & Pubications £ Photos & Maps

Recently Viewed EEZITI

Special [ card catatoe

Collections

Historical Records

Ancestry.com - Main Sear

1/19/2024

25

[searc [

First & Middle Name(s)
Menth  Year
Binth .
Lived In
Marriage
arrival

AnyEvent .

First & Middle Name(s)
Fathr

Mather
Sibling

Spouse

Add family member: Sibling

1900 United States Federal Census

Browse this collection
Tobrawse this Image set select from

the options below.
State

Chosse. -
County

Township

Enumeration District

Related data collections

Ancestry.com — 1900 Census (pt. 1)

26

chitd

Keyword

Relation to Head of House

Marital Status

Qccupation

Mother: number of living ¢

House Number

Sheet Number

Humber of Dwelling in Order of Visitation

189 Schadules
Thisdatabase is an index to individuals
in the United States enumerated in the
1890 special census of Civil War Union
veterans and widows of veterans.
available on microfilm M123 (118 rolls
from the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA)

Information listed in this index
includes the veteran's name or
widow's name, rank, year of
enlistment, and year of discharge

1320 United States Federal Census
This database is an index toindividuals
cnumerated in the 1920 United States
Federal Census, the Fourieenth Census
of the United States. It includes all
states and territories, as well as
Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin
Islands, Puerto Rico, American Samoa,
Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone.
The census provides many details
about indriduals and famities
including: name, gender, age,
birthplace, year of immigration.
mother tangue, and parents’

Ancestry.com - 1900 Census (pt. 2)

27
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ces. In addition, the names of
those listed an the population
schedule aro linked 10 actual images of

Family Number

e the 1920 Federal Census.
1910 United States Federal Census
This database i an indexto the head

Home Fre or Mortgaged of hauseholds enumeratedin the 1910

United States Federal Census, e
Thirteenth Census of the United States.

Mothar: How many children 1 38ition, exch indexed name i
linked to actual images of the 1910
Federal Census,

House Ownedor Rented recorded in thec
relationship to head of amily, age ot
st birthday, sex, colorer race

d, widowed, or

divorced, birthplace, birthptace of

s includes: name,

ConRead whether single, ms

father and mother, and more.

Unied States Foderal Census
The 1930 Census contains records for

approsimatey 123 million Americans.

Canwrite The census gives us a glimpse intothe
Iives of Americans in 1930, and
contaias intormation 3bout 3

Attended school household's family members and
oceupants including birthplaces,
oceupations, immigration, ciizenship,

Ancestry.com — 1900 Census (pt. 3)

1/19/2024

28

lives of Americans in 1930, and
cont
Attended School househald’s family members and
occupants including; birthplaces,

ns infermatisn about a

Can Speak English and military service, The names of

sctualimages of the 1930 Census.
Months not employed

AllCensus &

ter Lists in the Card
Catalog
Ward of City

More help

Gender Race/Natio
Select -

ity

Lacation

Father's
Birthplace

Mother's
Binnpiace

Ancestry.com — 1900 Census (pt. 4)

Years inUs. 13 coss
The 1930 Census contains reeords for
approimately 123 millian Americans.

Canwrite The census gives us a ghimpse into the

occupations, immigration, itizenship,

those listed in the census are linked to

29

DT e —

sewehancasiryeom

R R e Ve SR e e
753 with Kational Archives
[rem— o— ety
e b
o Ex this place. Browse this collection

 Exaetto this place tho options below,

state

Gandar Race/Mationsbity
Setect -
Location
[

1900 Census - Search

30
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AllL 1900 United States Federal Census Results - -

1/19/2024

Massachuse

Masachusens Son @

S Masachsens Son @

Massachusats Saugier G

Rapnaet,

1900 Census - Results

31

Browse Records

» Wi, Probates, Land, ra

Washington, D.C., U.S., Wills and Probate
Records, 1737-1952

First & Middle Namels)

Browse this collection
Last Name

To browse this image set select from
the options below.
County
Day  Mooth  Year Location ; .
b N - Nates
Any Event
Keyword .
Related data collections
Case Number

Source Information

33
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crimina

Washington, D.C., U.S., Wills and Probate
Records, 1737-1952

First & Middle Names)

Browse this collection

To browe
th
st county

Cheose. v
Hotes

set select from

Any Event v Related data collections
[
pp—
B oo e onmillonsofdckeed ks

with United States sacial security

34

All Washington, D.C., U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1737-
1952 results for Florence Thompson

‘Search Filters

35

Hancestry  wome

Washington, D.C., U.S., Wills and Probate
Records, 1737-1952

Browse this collection

36

12
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Card Catalog

HoME [ SEARCH

BOARDS  LEARNING CENTER  CHA

All Categories

Search

Census & Voter Lists

Birth, Marriage & Death
Special Collections

Last Name

iltary Historical Records
o Birth, Marriage & Death

Iminigration & Travel fe—— oreh

Card Catalog B &Div

B sowmore options v

Explore by Location

ULIREUAND  EUROPE  CAVADA  AUSTRALALNZ

PassengerLists
s | [T a8 a Natratzaton Records
o - ey Border rossings & Paspors

http://www.Ancestry.com

38

Immigration & Travel

View sample images and collection details

Narrow by Category

Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
Day  Month  Year Location
Birth
Lived In
Arival - -
Departure - -
Featured data collections
Any Event — Lists, 1820-1957
origin u
u

Keyword u

http://www.Ancestry.com

39
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Departure =
Any Event

origin
Keyword

e pilotor "Fying Tigers” v

—Select - -

(oo

Gender Race/Nationality

Featured data collections

U, Border Crossings from Canada to
U, 13951956

U.S. Passport Applications, 1795-1925
UK, Incoming Passenger Lists, 1678-1960

ted

New South Wales, Australia, Unas
Immigrant Passenger Lists, 1826-1922
Hamburg Passenger Lists, 1850-1934

Us, Naturalization Records - Original
World Archives

Documents, 1795-1

1/19/2024

Project)

Collection Information

created-tell the

Immigration and naturalization records-—regardless of when they we
story of your ancestor making that momentous decision to immigrate, travel, or become
acitizen of a different country. Like many types of ecords, earlier immigration records
typically don't al 2s their porary parts, but

http://www.Ancestry.com

40

Card Catalog
Searchable listing of all record collections

Title

Keyword(s)

T Tlector

EX] - con D Newor, Passenger st 15201957 pr—

— D) Us: Naturalization Record ndexes, 17911952 indesed n World
erTittes

© Immigation & Travel

Archives Project)

D) UK, Outward Passenger Lists, 1890-1960

Border Crossings &
D) Uss,, Border Crossings from Canada to U.S., 1895-1956

http://www.Ancestry.com

Results 125 of 505 SortBy Popularity v

y Col D) U.s. and Canada, Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 15005~
Passenger Lists. 19005
Gl s D) UK, Incoming Passenger Lists, 1878-1960 x

Possports
zer turalization 2
ords D) England & Wales, Criminal Registers, 1791-1892

Immigration & Emigration 3 1y ¢ oo =

41

http://www.Ancestry.com

Searchable listing of all record collections
Title
Results 1.25 of 158 Sort By Popularity  ~
Keyword(s) arch entire "Citizenship & Naturalization Records” Categor
Tie Toltecior Recorts vy
EX o e D) US. Naturalization Record Indexes, 1791-1992 (Indexed in
World Archives Project)
Filter Titles D) Selected U.S. Naturalization Records - Original Documents,
© Immigration &Travel 1790-1974
O Citizenship & Dus oSG 11985 -
Records
D U.s., Naturalization Records - Original Documents, 1795-1972
Filter By Location (World Archives Project)
Alktiali3 D) NewYork, Index o Petitions for Naturalization filed in New
Canada York City, 1792-1989
Europe * D) NewYork, State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1794-
Mexico 1929
U D pe Federal Records, 1795-1931
Afica

42
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EXEJ o cern

Filter Titles
© Immigration & Travel

@ Citizenship & Naturalization
Records

Qusa

Filte

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

Nictrict nf Calumbia

D) Uss. Naturalization Record Indexes, 1791-1992 (Indexed in
World Archives Project)

D) Selected Us. Naturalization Records - Original Documents,
1790-1974

D uss. Naturalization Records Indexes, 1794-1995

D Uss., Naturalization Records - Original Documents, 1795-1972
(World Archives Project)

D) New York, Index to Petitions for Naturalization filed in New
York City, 1792-1989 et

D) New York, State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1794-
1929

D Pennsylvania, Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931

D) New York, Naturalization Records, 1882-1944

D ohio, County Naturalization Records, 1800-1977

http://www.Ancestry.com

1/19/2024

43

Title

[seorcn ERES

Lists

&Death

Immigration & Travel

Newspapers &
Publications

Pictures

Stories, Memories &
Histories

Maps, Atlase:

Keyword(s)

Card Catalog

Searchable listing of all record collections

Results 1-35 0 12,767 SortBy Popularity
Tite Collection Records  Activity
Member Trees Fardy T
presm—"

D) Us.City Directories, 1822.19¢ Sk D s ek

[ 1930 United States Federal Census

Pr——

D) 1920 United States Federal Census
D) 1900 United States Federal Census O Y o

U.5.,Find A Grave Index, 1660s Current

D 1910 United States Federal Censu: e
[ 1850 United States Federal Census ot v s

D 1911 England Census

http://www.Ancestry.com

44

Keyword(s)

rotarial

[(scorch [ORT

Birth,

iage & Death
Stories, Memories & Histories

Wills, Probates, Land, Tax &

Criminal

Refecence, Dictionaries &

Canada
Europe

usA

Card Catalog

Searchable listing of all record collections

Results 130l 8 SortBy Popularity  ~
Tite Collection Records Activity
[ Quebe otarial Records {Drouin Collecton), 1647-1947 i Pmbis

D) Avolume ofrecords efatingtothe ealy istory of oston

8]

01651,

pimweall no

D) nwentoryof the parish
inventory of notarialrecards

1998 fin Portuguese

D) Quebec, Canada, Notarial Records, 1637-1935

Lind s Crms

http://www.Ancestry.com

45
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Errors and Omissions

Errors & Omissions

* Indexes are generally created off-shore

* Variations in handwriting, faded documents,
flourishes in handwriting all affect indexing

* Sometimes individuals were simply skipped on
the page when indexing was undertaken

47

All Massachusetts, Passenger and Crew Lists, m Fravas
1820-1963 results for Cassinari

chives and
Records
Administration

Results 1-320132

cassinari

wRecord Name Bithvear Amialdate Place  Shp

boston,s.
S oo d B EIY s e @
wSen
Guiseppe Cassinar & B B moson Republic @
oo s W T g e @
Agata Cassinari igén ;;ﬂ’ Boston  Romanic (@
abt 154 cower
Antoni Cassinari WA oson vamcower @
Clementing Cassinari oston  Canopic €@
il W BHP prgan amanic @

16
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4196 5.5 CANQPIC. .. —sailing from

v v dg b ~ 4 Nflahed =y &
o

d M1 ssniih 3 ,'*_'-*;n)-‘ r///w/;(’

‘ New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1957

m [ Match all terms exactly m Provided in association

with National Archives.
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

and Records
Administration

Day Menth  Year Locatien
Birth - -
Lived In Browse this collection
Artival - - Tobrowse this image set, select fram
the optians below
Departure Date or Roll
Choose... ™
At Year or Series Number
origin
Month
Bestination

ord Day or Range of Rolls
[centel 4 eact
i Ship or Roll Humber

50

Results 1-500/810
View View
View Al Bith Ethicityl Ship  Passenger
name daie Yewr  PortofDeparture Navenally ShipName  imoge List
Genoa,ialy  Malian  Aller a »
" Alberghini ip. M cencn aly  alian Sasle & ®
Record Aoy 1870 d
1
View  Carlo bt Boulogne-sur- 2
Record  Alberghini 17 1877 Mer,France ~ "alian  Phoenicia -
: 12
View  Giuse abt
Record Alberghini AP 1gzy Genoaltaly  lalian - Sasle & »
1899
Vew Guwsppe i B ooty alan  Sale @ B
Record  Alberghini 1877 el
1899
)
View  Angusto abt
Record Alborghini 5% igrg GenoaMaly  Malian  Aller & P
1899
)
View  Rafta bt 5
ot S e Sep oo Genos,ialy  Malian  Aller &
1899
12
jew  7iCen 3
Mew ) ticwio B kL Spanish  Oregonian »
1921

51

17
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11 AP tw't; 0 dlonua.

15 [ phaleteons ™ /rﬂm
| 16 (] ﬁmu-z/d‘

7|

I8 ( .
|10 &b A -‘wa. il
Y0 p o Houdled {
21 &tbt"yrt‘hl:tuw /’m;;mﬁ« )

NY Passenger List

1/19/2024

52

e
o i0t Gemoataly  malan  sade

bt Bologresue L
1677 Merfrance MR Phoenicia

L e =
Jor Cenonmaty iaian  Sasle

1 qP une d dous.
15 | ghlehans ™ 4/:1:4
|16 “ s ,l'lmu!dJ

| 17 4 : ;/471,&[! )

I8 '
n i
|1 Slilba P
20 dasble “Thx

21 &lbm‘hﬁu" mz/fmm? )
-~ il y

NY Passenger List

54
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1/19/2024

55

im":—m ==

Name ~ BREAU, Philip George

Residence 39 Highland Ave., Everett

Place and Date  June 18th 1884
of Birth Mearamoook, Canada

Occupation Oarpenter
Nameof Wife  Julia
Data of Jan, 10%h 1921

19-t0—som—eaii0

2

. % oemaTeNT or LABoR: o s o 315 It
o G4200 sk 64215 sy,
STATES OF Ay, 5 oo 51X OF Ay,
N % ¢ e
DECLARATION OF ITENTION oecLarAToN o WrenTon 4
ol 0 e v e e e dt et oLt i e e o o Mt
o s e 5 et it ot B
S =

Massachusetts, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1798-1950 for Philip George Breau

DECLARATION ©F INTENTION
I Laie fo l puryss seres pours i the dete Mereed
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Massachusetts, U S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1798-1950

s, NSCTS 1258, Ay 32 Aag 18, 11

“‘&‘ STATES oF 4 M% P

D e e T —

Boston Mass

D S a—— R4k ma

£ Ao B8 b, st ma, G s i o i, ond e o o
Mazgares Dasember 31 1910
Elinace. fuie 13 194 Raxvury

Mass

Philip George Breau, No, 43,068

1/19/2024

PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION 04 q““‘

58

Look around

Look around

* Ancestry takes you to a document with the name
you are seeking

» Few people look at records nearby or how the
dataset is arranged

* May be additional pages and may be a back side to
the card you have been taken to.

60
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World War Il Draft Registration Cards, 1942 for Mariner Arnold Ayer
dwin - Batbor, Ralph + Asdiand, Gu ¥

1/19/2024

(- MARINER . ARMNULD
s L S— —
T o Rameas (P

CULEOMARD AT SgMERYLLE A5 FLAMS
v Ry LTI e SRR

2 G o user Ay

Ancestry.com

U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942

Massachusette - Avirett, William Goodwin - Balbani, Ralph »  Asdland, Gunval - Fernstrom, Ernest Emanuel

@ 7

)

Take advantage of the

film strip

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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W/ 770 Toite yae @mo L - 7 .
C b Ao g0 ngzmaiéa

i euspe fitis, olocis o Aeicscoccecs  ti Ybre

7.1935 for Plarre Geoffrion

1/19/2024

results for Solomon

Results 1-24.0f24
solomen [ J—
delzware [}
view Record  Soloman Astrin
EditSearch | New Search

Record  Mojsche Astrinsky

Soloman Bubusky

AllCategories Soloman Cook

jon & Tra

Soloman Frankfurt
8 Solomon Geller

View Record  Solomon Geller

View Record Solomon Gibstein

- Solomon Gibstein

This database contains images of T
orginal US. naturalization

recards (primarily Declarations
anel Petirions) fuam 115 Distrie

rd Solomon Herskouitz

rd Solomon Hirsch

Rocord Type

Petition
Petition
Pettion
petition
Petition
Petition
Petition
Pettion
Paition
Peiition
Patition

Petition

All U.S., Naturalization Records, 1840-1957

Provided in
association with
Hational
Aschives and
Records.
Administration

Naturliation Date Naturalization Place ViewImage.

16Feb1926

170ct 1854

19 Jun 1911

18 Jan 1927

20May 1926

Delaware
Delaware
Delsware
Delaware
Delaware
Delaware
Delaware
Delsware
Delaware
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e Search Practices Review

1. Understand what Ancestry is

actually indexing.
2. Use wild cards to expand your

search.
. Search a specific database to take

advantage of search fields unique
to that record set.

. Remember that errors in
transcription could cause
negative results.
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist

AmericanAncestors.org/chat

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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