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Avoiding Distractions
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Use a Research Log
£ American Ancestors
Research Log.
4
Research Log Modified for Online
Objective Search Terms. Website Results
5
Types of Websites
i American Ancestors
Database websites "<
Ancestrv
Reco rds websites Kentucky Secretary of State
Library of Virginia
P Google Books
Dlgltal BOOkS HathiTrust.org
Archive.org
Historical Societies Historical Society of Pennsylvania
New York State Archives
Provides clues Google or other search engines
6
2
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Tip
Don't head straight for

the database search
box

1/19/2024

More to a site

* Read the database descriptions
— Places covered
— Time periods covered
— Completeness of records

* Make liberal use of a site’s catalog (if it has one)

* Consult the wikis or help pages

Search Terms as Art
e Think first:

— Location
— Event (birth, marriage or death)
— Time period (century, decade)

* Think second:

— Name - use quotes to force the search for the entire
name

» «

— Occupation (e.g. “soldier;” “minister”)
— One-word modifiers
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When Searching a Database

* “Less is More” when searching

* Look at the records before and after your target

* Seek the original; don't trust the transcription (or
indexing)

* Don't expect to find everything for free

10

s
Work with a family you
are already familiar

with

Hey Google...
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Google

* How you search affects the results you get

* Google searches most of the internet, not
everything on the internet is devoted to genealogy

*» Looking for subjects and historical events may
offer insight into choices your ancestors made

* Don't ignore a page or book because it doesn’t
seem to have genealogy

13

Google  mesunaye UBES

AL New wes  Mare Setiing:

Thoulough Everett Ayer 1899-1989 - Ancestry
ancestrycom! e

ayer_ 136234753
Sdlosex. Mass:

lanchester, New Hampshire - 1 Record
mate com » People Search i Last Name (1) Thoulough Ayer
s, This e enec

Bedford Cemeteries

Bed
160
Spa

Bedford Cemetery Demo - Bedford Cemeteries
wowrebes

dors

3.8

&5uss

Thouleugh E Ayer in Social Security Death Index - Fold3

Google.com

14

Bedford Center Cemetery Section: 3 Site: ABISZ
Name: Ayer, Sylvia B.
i

Bedford Cemetery

15
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The Complete idiat's Guide to Online Genealogy
a 541671

gle Books Result

ko €

42 - Google Books Result
S-HSZFAQAAMAR

AYER: MARY, WILLIAM, CHARLES - New Hampshire - people

Google.com
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16

Google  mousignayer

Books A a (BB H Ko e

» hyry
by Htory

Booka on Gaope Py
Toms o Senvica

Tower of Babel
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Language is Everything
The internet is world-wide

Websites are often in the language of the country
in which the pages were created

Browsers and Google can translate, but...

Using the language of the country is better

1/19/2024

19

2
a0

Use search terms in the

language of the
country

Google.com

21
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Language Makes a Difference
English Italian
23
24
8
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Church services and homepages of parishes and parishes

Portal Kirchgemneinde Zusich

Google.com

25

[ S e—
0 i

Katholische Kirche im Kanton Zirich

g e

Portal Kifchgemeinde Zrich

Related searches.
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Google.com

26

€ 5 © & Kenemen

3 Genesiogy B3 Oymeics B3 Hockey B3 SullLiks

reformiert_katholisch
Kirchen in Ziirich

;Pu
B i
Wir wiinschen Ihnen ainen schénen Tag und freuen uns, wenn wir Sle auf den neuen Seiten begriissen diirfen!

_a,nw_iﬁ .

X . Katholiseh
in der Stadt Zorich Kirchgemeinde ZUrich Stadt ZOrich

Kirchen Reformierte

Kirchgemeinde Zurich

Portal Kirchgemeinde Ziric

27
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& 3 € & Hchemen
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B Goasgy B3 Oumecs B3 Mooy B3 Sunimks

reformiert__katholisch
Kirchen in Zirich

Wa wish you a nico day and

Kirchen Reformierte Katholisch Christkatholische
in der Stadt Zirich Kirchgemeinde ZUrich Stadt Zlrich Kirehgemeinde Z0rich
Portal Kirchgemeinde Ztirich
[ m—— Nox HmEr»0@
reformierte — Q
kirche zlrich E

Discover. Move. live community.

Wih it ten church distrcts. the Zurich Reformed Church is the largest and most numerous.

‘church communty in Swizerland. Whether services , events , pastoral care and counseling
er a

our and atthe raume
sama time make a valuatle contribution to te nseds of a modern saciety. &
mieten

Portal Kirchgemeinde Z

29

Google Books vs.

Google Play
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Google Books

* Offers digitized books in varying degrees of
accessibility:

— Read - a book out of copyright that you can usually
download a complete PDF of

— Preview - a book that is under copyright, and likely
for purchase, but you can see pages of it and search
it

— Snippet — a book that is unavailable digitally but at
least you know it exists

31

32

Google.com

33

11
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34

Google Books view

35

Google | vencoresscranns

Google Books view

36
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Google  ansoness: s "a | o

Google Books view

1/19/2024

37

Google  ran somess erns = | s |

Google Books view

38

Faithful Domestic Servants?

* From The Irish Bridget, one of the pages
mentioned “New YorK’s Society for the
Encouragement of Faithful Domestic Servants”
and applications for employment

* Can these applications be found?

39
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ers at Work in the Early Repubiic

What Amaican Woman Did, 1789-1020: A Yoar &y-Yaar Reference
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40

“The Servant Question”: Materials on Domestic Service

Overview

The s S e iy A (A S Ol 2 Simple Directions
Sfirthe

Cuook

B
Caroline Recd Wadbams

Table of Contents.

b urdntio by
Mascice 8, Bigdos, PAD.
epm——— R o

- g

i adufarice e engane-curary wEh D

https://www.lib.umich.edu/janice-bluestein-longone-culinary-archive/

41

Secure | hotps v IBLUTIEh S aric

o 7 s g o
‘Special Colactons Liwary: Cookery 1820F¢

https://www.lib.umich.edu/janice-bluestein-longone-culinary-archive/

42

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

14



Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024
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https://mirlyn.lib.umich.edu/Rec
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43

Chrome Fle [t _View Msiory Bokmarks People Wincow _Help

® /2 e

3 C S nps wwagoage.comse

as primary approaches.

<« Goo ale >

Google.com

44

eockpocts Stae Univessiey ofNew York

n stBeodiport
Digital Commans @Brockport

e

"When Bridgetis Good Sheis So Verygood...

When She is Bad, She is Horrid": Portrayals of
Female Irish Immigrants in America during the
Late Nineteenth and Early Tiventieth Centuries

G

45
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https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/

Anasymos “ecapitdasion of Emescil s Conceing the Beeavinsing
Wommenof I, Mcotann.- = Baon o e Wemen's Baress § iy St f

Wisbingion D 1925,

.

Scioce, Colcmbia Usivarsey, New Yok, 1910.

https://digitalcommons.brockport.ed

Redo a search a few
months later

16
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somvaris.
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LI r-cer SN

Google.com

49

« A vision of a colonial-era country mansion inside an East Side

apartment lobby

When a public bathhouse opened on West 60th Street »
The 1820s organization formed to improve the
character of New York servants

Working as a domestic servant in 19th century New York City had plenty
of challenges.

Sure, servants received room and board in addition to their wages, and
they usually had at least Sunday afternoon off. But living in another
family's home was isolating and lonely—particularly if you didn't speak
English or weren't accustomed to urban life.

https://ephemeralnewyork.wordpress.com

50

Google Books view

51

17
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Don’t ignore books that
aren’t on your specific
subject

€+ 0[a o0 o g com
[Ty LT T TRV | [ e—r

(o prpm—— .

s and family trees - MyHeritage

Google.com

54
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ine, and Ben Muderick "™ Shonly afer its appointmen, the
commilice puchased 229 Shipiey Street sd hired E. W, Hance 2

an architect |
Nearly all of the members of the commitaee were born in Russia
orris Chaiken,

i i

o afer the turm of the century. Somc. such as Ben Muderick, had
d. Preside Isasc Wei e, b 1o
Wilmington from Russia. in 1905. After working at 3 peddier and a
aman, Isasc opened a shop, selling secondhand poods. Several
‘commiice members were tailors, junk dealers. and second.

hand clothing merchants.
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Google Books

1/19/2024

56
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Google Books
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Google Play

* A place to purchase books, music, movies, and
more.

* The location of the books that you have
purchased, when accessing through the computer.

* An app for your smart phone where you access
your purchases.

58

$0.99 for any Google Play Music: 30 days on us
Teynow

A& movie ofer 1 get o

59

R T S Pp—

[ 2 | L °°

ﬁ

I okr now on Google Play
+1 HOWTO
TALKTO

Iﬂm s V7o
lﬂ\l—-ﬁ _= -l'.'__
https://play/google.com/store/books

60
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https://play.google.com/books
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64
;EWMY e =T “ L i e e
o == -
65
Google Scholar
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F. K. PROCIASKA “Women in England

WOMEN IN ENGLISH PHILANTHROPY Philanthropy, 1790-1830” by
1790-1830° F.K. Prochaska

PDF files is 20 pages long

Stadents of institutional charity must sometimes share Walter

Bagehot's melancholy doabt “whether the bencvolence of mankind Mentions the London
docs most harm or good ™1 but they do net dispute that philanthropists o
were hiquitos in Englapd by the middle dacades of the sineeecath organizations for poor and

alled the period. the age of charitable

rrow |...] there are patrors, vice domestic servants
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Int’l Review of Social History

69

23

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

Newspapers
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Newspapers

* Google can sometimes refer you to pages of
newspapers found at subscription sites like:
— Newspapers.com
— NewspaperArchive.com

* However, they have their own collection of digital
newspapers, that are not easy to find

* Some of these are searchable

71
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1 el subvitrky

rom Wimington, D

1/19/2024

73

Jasticle text (OCR)

The News Journal from Wilmington, Delaware - 3

. The biws Joumal 1
WAmingeon, Dawars
Veoncs, a0 12, 008

‘The News Journal Details

Newspapers.com

74

DEDICATION 0F
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Addition 1o Chesed Shel|
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Tip
Z%ﬂx/
Pay attention to dates
and gaps in those
dates.
83
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Google Tools
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Review

1. Create search terms that will give
the best results

2. Choose to search in the language
of the country your ancestors
were from

3. Be open minded to broader
subjects if your search terms are
included

4. Narrow your search through
some of the Google features
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

THANKYOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

NEw ENGLAND HisTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org
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