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Elizabeth Peay, Genealogist for the Newbury Street Press

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

E2 American Ancestors,

Meet today’s presenter

d
e

Elizabeth Peay

Genealogist for the Newbury Street Press

Presentation (60 mins.)
« Military
« Personal
« Adopt the regiment
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Road Map

Individual Approach - Military

Research your In al Approach - Personal
Regiment

Family/Friends Adopt a Regiment

Service Records Vital Records

Chain of Command

Bounty Land
Warrants

Town/State Records | Muster Rolls

Crew Lists

Pensions
Organize

Military Records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 5: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots
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Research the Regiment

* Once you determine the regiments and companies your

ancestor served in, compile any information you can
about the regiment

* Many books and websites detail the service of different
regiments

Specialized Regiments

* General Orders SIXTH REG

* Public Records FORMATION «

Examples of Specialized Regiments

* Corps of Invalids (1777-1783)

* Artillery Regiments

* Artificer Regiments

- ims
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Muster Rolls

* Just because a soldier is ZRNE ST B e
listed as part of a :
regiment or company,
there is always more to
the story

¢ Never Assume

* Transcribed rolls don’t
always include remarks

1/30/2024

BENJAMIN HUNGERFORD

Example Biography

Utilizing Context

fter his enlistment in the French and Indian War, Orlando

Although both Hei
to Ist Lieutenant was 16 Feb. 1777, his 8th Regiment service file clearly shows
that promation did not occur until 16 Feb. I

After going into the field at Peekskill, New York in the spring of 1
regiment was ordered in Sept. 1777 to march to Pennsylvania ta serve under
Major General Alexander McDougall.'” On 4 Oct. 1777, Lieutenant Mack was
with the regiment when it fought at the Battle of Germantown. After enduring
the harsh winter at Valley Forge, he and the regiment engaged at the Battle of
[Monmouth 28 June 1778." Orlando Mack may have suffered at least some|
injury or illness during his service in the 8th Regiment. On his muster roll
jcard for 4 Dec. 1 he was marked “sick absent™ and placed “on furlough” 3|

1 ng on furlough until his official discharge date of 15 M

8

Effective 15 Nov. 1778, Mack was one of the officers declared
supernumerary and honorably discharged, likely due at least in part to his
fadvanced age of 54 years as well as possibly being sick. Afier the war, he
moved to Harpersfield where he can be found in the 1800 Federal C:
where his estate was probated starting 28 April 1803.” Lieutenant Orlando
Mack is a Qualified Propositus because he was declared supernumerary and
was honorably discharged pursuant to an Act of Congress

sus and
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Tip
VEVCERINETE

Land Bounty Records

Explains post-Revolution migrations

Paperwork can provide details

Rank

Many applications have been lost or destroyed

Pension Records

Verify the declarations

Identify any family members

* Include name changes,
marriages, grandchildren, ages

Look into affidavits made by fellow
soldiers

Literacy

Add information to your timeline
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Widow’s Pension Records
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Prior and Future Service

¢ French and Indian War

« Militia/Trainband Service

¢ War of 1812

* United States Army or Navy

PRED AN DE RSO N
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ASAKINGSBURY

QUALIFICATION: Died in Service

Lieutenant of the Tr:
on Alarm, April

rior Service: Ensign of the Trainband of West Farms,
ualifying
n, 8th Connecticut

1/30/2024

* Public Records

* Involvement before the war often
resulted in higher rank

* Even if prior service does not fall
under the revolution, it will still be
relevant to your research

QUESTIONS?

Road Map

Research your
Regiment

Bounty Land
Warrants

Pensions

Service Records

Individual Approach - Military

a dual Approa
Vital Records

Alternative Records
Family/Friends

Adopt a Regiment

N

Chain of Command
Muster Rolls
Crew Lists

Organize
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Researching the Individual

* Remember that your ancestor was more than just
a soldier

* Their service would have affected their lives after
the war

* Compare the military records to the vital records
to ensure you have the right person

THOMAS PHELPS

Compiling Personal Information

Vital Records
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Vital Records

Birth, marriage, and death Records

Often provide the names of the individual's
parents and/or spouse

Depending on the state, records may be held on
the state, county, and/or town/city level

These facts will be the building stones of your
research

1/30/2024

Vital Records: Resources

Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research,
5th ed. (NEHGS, 2012)

Red Book: American State, County,
and Town Sources, 3rd ed.
(Ancestry Publishing, 2004)

The Source: A Guidebook to
American Genealogy, 3rd ed.
(Ancestry Publishing, 2006)

Sthedition

edited by
Michoel . Leclerc
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Citations and Footnotes

* Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the
Family Historian (Genealogical Pub. Co.,
1997)

74
* The Portable Genealogist: oy ] /. A
. . WRITING o~
Writing (American Fi
P

Ancestors, 2017)

Penelope L. Stratton

1/30/2024

* Guide to Genealogical Writing, Genealogical ¢

3rd ed. (American Ancestors, 2014) XV;iting
0

y ey B.Hofl 5, pisc
Wit and Pobish Your FilyHistory

Alternative Vital

Records

Bible Records

* Rare, but helpful

* Maintained by local
historical societies,
archives, or
genealogical society
(American Ancestors)
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Town/State Records

* What positions did
your ancestor hold

— Representative

— Judge "

m
ore the Date of his F
Face

— Surveyor

* Declarations to the
General Assembly

Public Records of Connecticut, Vol. XI, p. 320

Census Records (Federal and State)
» U.S. Federal Census available 1790-1940

¢ Before 1850, U.S. Federal Census did not name
each member of household

* Online resources:

— AmericanAncestors.org

— familysearch.org
— fold3.com
— ancestry.com

Cemetery Records and Inscriptions

* Look for clear photos

* Be careful of inscriptions without any photo

* Online resources:
— findagrave.com

— billiongraves.com
— interment.net

— locateagrave.org

* Do not rely on military markers

11
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Mismarked Graves

I Gravestone of Captain Simon Gross (Lebanon, Conn.) I

SIMON GROSS

QUALIFICATION: Rule of 1854

BSTRACT: 2nd or 3rd Lieutenant, Continental F
taken prisoner, 9 Jul changed, 24 Jan. 17
ntal Frigate Confedera 30 Oct. 1778; taken prisoner, 14 April
1781; released, summer or fall 17 Captain, Revenue-
Marine cutter Active, Jan. 1791; resigned, July ucceeded by Captain
David Porter; st Lieutenant, United States Frigate Constellation, 30 Aug.
1797; resigned or discharged, May 1798."

BIRTH: His birth and parentage are ur

MARRIAGE: Conjectural: (1) possibly Baltimore, Md. 14 Aug. 1787 to MARY
Lewis, whose birth is unknown, died before 1798; (2) possibly Baltin
Jan. 1798 to ANN JoB ArLisoN, whose birth and death are unknown.
the uncertainty of his birth and parentage, these marriages are speculative.

DEATH: After 1803.%

Include explanation of

discrepancies found in
documents

12
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Church Records

* Baptisms, marriages,
confirmations, burials

* To find, identify your
ancestor’s religion and church

* Sources:
— Church archives
— American Ancestors Library
— AmericanAncestors.org
— familysearch.org

1/30/2024

Deeds & Land
Records
* May identify relationship

between grantor (seller) and
grantee (purchaser)

¢ Adds to the timeline

* Sources: /
— American Ancestors Library
— familysearch.org
— Family History Library

Local Histories &
Well-Documented Genealogies

* Be cautious and critical
* Helpful for pioneers

* Online resources:
— archive.org
— books.google.com
— books.familysearch.org
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Probate Records

 Identify heirs: spouse,
children, grandchildren,
and siblings

* May include death
information

¢ Sources:
— American Ancestors Library
—  AmericanAncestors.org
— familysearch.org Sk
— Family History Library -

Take note of vital records for
siblings and spouses

Biography of Elisha Hinman
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Artifacts

Mementos left by your ancestor can add
more than you might think

1/30/2024

Weapons, badges, original commissions,

clothing, personal effects ]

Stitched Pocketbook
and Powder Horn,
Museum of the
American Revolution

Letters & Correspondence - founders.archives.gov

" Founders Online

Connecticut Gazette, 11 April 1777

Newspapers

“FYEBERTED from Capt. William Kicharda's |

'Company in Col, Huntington's Re
A Soldicr, who aalls himfalf cﬂrmo,hef S
mand, of North Kinglton in the Stateof Rhode-
!Qand 3 he Is 5 Fedt 7 Tnchos high, has bloe Eyes
fiore light Hair, lighe Gomplexion, n it stty avell
for Man § he inlificd Jangary the gth 1777, and
went towards Naw-London, Whoeser will ap-
prehend fuid Deferter, and fecure him in any
Gonl in the United States, and notify the Sub-
feriber, at Say-Brook, Mall receive five Dollars
Reward, and all peceffary Charges,

HENRY HILL) Lisue.
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QUESTIONS?
Individual Approach - Military
Research your Individual Approach - Personal
Regiment Family/Friends Adopt a Regiment
Service Records Vital Records .
Bounty Land Warrants Chain of Command
) Muster Rolls
Pensions
Crew Lists
Organize
Lineage Societies
Post-Military Biographical Notes
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Adopt the Regiment

1/30/2024

What Makes This Different

Adopting the Regiment allows a

researcher to learn more about CUT OFF

Colonel Jedediah Huntington’

the regiment itself and possibly
more about your ancestor

5
ent

Your ancestor is just a small
piece of the puzzle, and
widening your lens will allow
you to understand more

Where to Begin

* Start with what you know
— State, Regiment, Company, Ship, etc.

Continental
Army Uniforms,
by Charles M.
Lefferts

USS Confederacy, Navy Art Gallery
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Research The Officers

* Written Records
— Journals
— Official Correspondence

* Biographies, Military
Histories 5
* The bigger the name, the

more written works that
likely exist

1/30/2024
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Journals and Diaries

* Journals, Manuscripts, Letters, and Historical
Society Collections

* Diary of Lt. Jabez Fitch (New York
Public Library)

ABOUT ARCHIVEGRID

LOOKING FOR DIGITAL CONTENT?

RECENT ADDITIONS
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E=2 ARCHIVEGRID e

1,354 revolutionary war diary

SusTvieW | B SUM

Revolutionary War diary, 1775

ief handhwritten diary entres lising whaling vessel arrvals and departures, kept by

Revolutionary War diary, 17757

iy entres listing whaling vessel arrivals and departures, kept by

I iew e Cosiop ecens

Revolutionary War soldier's diary ; manuscript, 1778-1779

[

:\.

1/30/2024

Q =

T American AnCestors TV G Ao
* oo Library
D lgltal & Archiives T

BROWSE - HOWTO - ABOUT -

= B - ]

hevolutionary War Manuscripts (NEHGS)

collection

diarics, eters andety books, ol
thewar

e Engtand, Herw sesey, Mew Vosk,and Pennspharia.

opular Subjects:

+ Onderlybooks
+ Soldiers
 United States

digital.AmericanAncestors.org
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Lieutenant Samuel Armstrong diary — Backn

Lieutenant Samuel Armstrong diary, Page 1
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B icutenant Samuel Armstrong
W ciary, Inside Front Cover
|

Lieutenant Samuel Armstrong
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T i - & 3 diary, Page2

digital. AmericanAncesto
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What To Do With Your Research
* Write a biography
* Write a book on a regiment

* Start a social media group/Connect with your
fellow enthusiasts

* Apply to a lineage society

1/30/2024

£/ umerican Acestors

Search Events Membership  Giveosison na

By Penny stratton

Introduction

AmericanAncestors.org/tools/writing-publishing-your-family-history

Popular
Lineage Societies for
Patriot Ancestors
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1/30/2024
. . . N aa“év
* National Society Sons of the American Revolution g
* National Society Daughters of the American Revolution
*  Sons of the Revolution
* Society of the Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley
Forge
* The Society of the Cincinnati
Order of the Founders and
Patriots of America
Daughters of the
American Revolution
hereditary.us/list_a.htm
l' £
AmericanAncestors.org/research-services
research@nehgs.org
22
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Conclusion

* What you do with your research is up to you; Find a style or
template that works for you!

* By establishing a timeline for your research, you can
adequately organize your research and begin piecing
together the puzzle of your ancestor’s life

* Explore records outside of the military

Vital records establish the beginning and end of your
ancestor’s story, plus details throughout their life

Explore records not directly related to your ancestor

By searching throughout the regiment and personal
connections, you may uncover more than you could have
imagined

1/30/2024

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

|- 3 American Ancestors. History,Hertage & Culure P -~ ]

Search  Events Membership — Giveiowion names pubications Expert elp Tools signature projects
Conters & niatives

Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots
2024

Thank you

Zoom Link for Live Sessions:

clie © ttps:

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-american-revolutionary-war-patriots-2024
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1/30/2024

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright ©2024
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