
 1 
 

Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots 
Class 5: Compiling Patriot Stories 
Elizabeth Peay, Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press, Elizabeth.peay@nehgs.org 
 
Compiling your ancestor’s story will require far more than just military records. In order to create a 
complete and comprehensive work for your ancestor, you will need to combine both military and vital 
records. By comparing and contrasting a variety of records, you will be able to establish a detailed story of 
your ancestor’s life, and better understand the time in which they lived. 

Compiling Military Records 
1. Research the Regiment 
2. Muster Rolls 

a. Compare the muster rolls to the information found by researching the regiment and to the 
declarations made in Pension records.  

3. Land Bounty/Pension Records 
4. Prior and Future Service 

Utilizing Vital Records 
1. Vital Records 

a. Although they may seem basic, Vital Records are of course one of the greatest sources a 
researcher can use. To truly bring together the full story of your ancestor, vital records will 
serve as the foundation for your research. 

2. Alternative Vital Records 
a. This could include, but is not limited to, Bible Records, Church Records, Will/Probate, 

Census Records, Gravestones, Deeds/Land Records,  
3. Artifacts and Paintings 

Adopt the Regiment 
1. Why Adopt the Regiment 

a. Adopting the Regiment allows a researcher to learn more about the regiment itself and 
possibly more about your ancestor. 

b. Your ancestor is just a small piece of the puzzle, and their fellow soldiers may have  kept a 
journal, written letters, or applied for a pension, when your ancestor did not. 

2. Determine the chain of command: Colonel, Commander, Captain, Lieutenant, etc. 
3. Explore Muster Rolls, Crew Lists, Pension Records, Letters and Correspondence 

a. Officers can be your greatest source of information. They were likely the ones who kept 
journals, maintained steady correspondence, etc. Additionally, searching through pension 
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records for a regiment will provide a more robust overview of their movements and 
actions. 

4. Organize your research. 
a. When researching an entire Regiment compared to an individual, the need to keep 

information for each soldier organized is vital. A spread sheet is one of the easiest ways to 
manage, using columns and rows to separate vital records, military records, and citations 
for each soldier. 

Tips 
1. Cite as you write 
2. Make a Timeline 
3. Include and Explain Discrepancies 
4. Explore Vital Records of Siblings and Spouses 

 

Optional Sketch Template 
(see sample sketch below) 
 

MILITARY ABSTRACT:  Rank, Regiment, Year. 

BIRTH:  Birthplace, Date, parents, [mother’s parents].1 

MARRIAGE:  Marriage Location, Date, Wife’s Name, wife’s birthplace, date, parents, death location, date. 

DEATH:  Death Location, Date 

CHILDREN: with Wife: 

i. Child’s Name, Birth Location, Date; Death Location, Date; Marriage Location, Date, Spouse’s 
Name, Spouse’s Birth Location, Date, parents, Death Location, Date.2 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 

 
1 Stamford Vital Records 1641 – 1852, in Barbour Collection of Connecticut Vital Records (Salt Lake City, Utah: 
Utah Genealogical Society, 1949), [1: 61-62], citing original town record, vol. 1, p. 94, 129.; Windham Vital 
Records 1692–1850, in Barbour Collection of Connecticut Vital Records (Salt Lake City, Utah: Utah Genealogical 
Society, 1949), [1: 188-189], citing original town record, vol. 1 p. 78. 
2 Stamford Vital Records, vol. 2, p. 66.; Davenport, Genealogy of the Davenport Family, 249.; Massachusetts, U.S., 
Death Records, 1841-1915, Ancestry.com, Pre 1903, 1863, p. 547.; Boston, MA: Inhabitants and Estates of the 
Town of Boston, 1630-1822 (Thwing Collection), AmericanAncestors.org, p. 1779.; Boston, MA: Births, 1700-1800, 
AmericanAncestors.org, p. 326. 
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Resources List 
Franklin Bowditch Dexter, Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of Yale College with Annals of the 

College History (New York, N.Y.: Henry Holt and Company, 1903). 

Francis Bernard Heitman, Historical Register of Officers of the Continental Army During the War of the 
Revolution, April 1775 to December 1783 (Washington, D.C.: Rare Book Shop Publishing Co., 1914). 

Henry B. Hoff and Penny Stratton, Guide to Genealogical Writing (Boston, Mass.: American Ancestors, 
2014). 

Charles H. Lewis, Cut Off: Colonel Jedediah Huntington’s 17th Continental (Conn.) Regiment at the Battle 
of Long Island August 27, 1776 (Westminster, Md.: Heritage Books, 2009) 

Henry Phelps Johnston, Record of Service of Connecticut Men in the I. War of the Revolution, II. War of 
1812, III. Mexican War (Hartford, Conn.: Connecticut Adjutant-General's Office, Connecticut 
General Assembly, 1889). 

Henry Phelps Johnston, Yale and Her Honor Roll in the American Revolution (New York, N.Y.: G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons, 1888). 

Elizabeth Shown Mills, Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian (Baltimore, MD: 
Genealogical Publishing Company, 1997). 

J. Michael Phelps, ed., Biographies of Original Members and Qualifying Officers - Society of the Cincinnati 
in the State of Connecticut (Boston, Mass.: American Ancestors, 2023). 

Clifford K. Shipton, Sibley’s Harvard Graduates, Vol. SIV, 1756-1760, Biographical Sketches of Those Who 
Attended Harvard College in the Classes of 1756-1760 (Boston, Mass.: Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1968). 

Writing & Publishing Your Family History Research Guide: 
https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/research-guides  

Popular Revolutionary War Lineage Societies 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution - dar.org/natsociety 
National Society Sons of the American Revolution - sar.org 
Sons of the Revolution - sr1776.org 
Society of the Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley Forge - valleyforgesociety.com  
The Society of the Cincinnati - societyofthecincinnati.org  
Order of Founders and Patriots of America - ofpa.org 
 

https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/research-guides
https://www.dar.org/national-society
https://www.sar.org/
https://sr1776.org/
https://www.valleyforgesociety.com/
https://www.societyofthecincinnati.org/
https://nehgs.sharepoint.com/education/Shared%20Documents/FY24%20Online%20Courses/Rev%20War/Class%205/ofpa.org
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Example Sketch from Biographies of Original Members and Qualifying Officers - Society of the Cincinnati in 
the State of Connecticut, Three Vols. (Boston, Mass.: American Ancestors, 2023) 
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