
David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

Class 4: Using Revolutionary War 
Pension Records

Researching American 
Revolutionary War Patriots

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Pension timeline
• Accessing pension files
• Final payment vouchers
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David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist
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Confirming your 
Veterans Identity
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Before you begin . . . 
• Confirm the Colonies your ancestor served from

• Know the Officers your ancestors served under

• Determine the birth and death year of your 
veteran

• Know the names of spouses and children

• Confirm that he did not go AWOL from service
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Does this pension apply to your ancestor? 

• Does the name or alias match? 

• Do the residences after the war fit? 

• When did your soldier and his widow 
die? 

• Understand when pensions were able 
to be collected relating to a given war 
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Pension Timeline
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Federal Pensions
• 1776: Half pay for officers and men disabled in 

the service and were incapable of earning a living. 

• 1780: Half pay for 7 yrs. to widows and orphans of 
officers. 

• 1806: Pensions allowed to veterans of State troops 
and militia for the first time. 

• 1818: Pensions for life based on a period of 9 mos. 
or until the end of the war. 
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• 1820: Certified inventories of pensioner’s estate 
and income were required.  

• 1832: Pensions granted to those with service less 
than 6 mos.  

• 1838: Widows were authorized pensions for 5 yrs. 
if they had married the veteran before 1794. 

• 1848: Widows were authorized pensions for life if 
they had married the veteran before 1800. 
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• 1853: All widows restrictions were eliminated. 

• 1878: Widows authorized pensions for life if the 
veteran only served 2 weeks. 
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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• Living Revolutionary War pensioners and widows 

• First census to give exact age of a resident 

• Lists who the veteran or widow is residing with 

1840 U.S. Census
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1840 U.S. Census
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1840 U.S. Census – Pensioners
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A Census of Pensioners . . . (1841)
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QUESTIONS?
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Published Pension 
Abstracts
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Virgil White’s Abstracts of Pensions
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Joshua Whitney – Maine Pensioner 
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Revolutionary War 
Pensions 

(NARA - M804)
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Fold3.com
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Pension S.37549
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Pension S.37549
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Pension S.37549
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Pension S.3759 
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Pension S.37549
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Pension S.37549
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• Sort copies out in 
chronological order 

• Make sure front and 
back is together 

• Make another set of 
your copies and work 
with the original set 
only when needed. 

Analyzing the Pension papers 
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familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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Pension Payment Ledger
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QUESTIONS?
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Final Payment 
Vouchers

1818-1864
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Final Payment Voucher

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Final Payment Voucher

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Final Payment Voucher

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Final Payment Voucher

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



AmericanAncestors.org

Class 4: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Fold3.com
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https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/revolutionary-war-pension-files
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Revolutionary War Pension 
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The Last Pensioners of the 
Revolutionary War
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Daniel F. Bakeman (1759-1869)
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Esther (Sumner) Damon (1814-1906)
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Surprises in 
a Pension File
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www.archives.gov/files/research/microfilm/m804.pdf
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Journal of Thomas Grafton
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Journals of Nahum Parker
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Diary of Hester Moxham
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Poetry in Pensions
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Song Book of George Mason 
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Widow’s Pension  W.4333
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Philip Sell of North Carolina 
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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