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Researching American 
Revolutionary War Patriots

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Brief history of bounty land
• Federal awards
• State awards
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Voice of
David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Road Map

Federal Awards

Eligibility
Process

• Application
• Warrant
• Patent

The Land

State Awards

New England
New York

Mid-Atlantic
The Carolinas and Georgia

But First, Some 
Background
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History of Bounty Land
• European Wars

• King Philip’s War
– Buxton, Maine
– Westminster, MA
– Amherst, NH
– Greenwich, MA
– Manchester, NH
– Templeton, MA
– Gorham, ME

• King William’s War expeditions to Quebec
– Ashburnham
– Winchendon

Two Types of Bounty Land

First the Promise
To enlistees in the Continental Army:

That Congress make provision for granting lands, in 
the following proportions: to the officers and soldiers 
who shall so engage in the service, and continue 
therein to the close of the war, or until discharged by 
Congress, and to the representatives of such officers 
and soldiers as shall be slain by the enemy

Congressional Act of 16 September 1776
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Then the Land

• LOC, Robertson, “The thirteen original states, 1783,” 1898

Land Claimed by New YorkLand Claimed by Virginia

Charles O. Paulin, Atlas of Historical Geography of the United States, 1932 

Key to Federal Bounty Land: 
Northwest Territory

• 1780 – Continental Congress 
declares Northwest Territory is 
public land

• 1785 – Land Ordinance to 
managed ceded land; beginning of 
cash-entry for federal lands

• 1787 – Plan for creating states in 
the NW Territory

• 1797 – Formation of United States 
Military District - Ohio
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Acts Authorizing 
Bounty Land Warrants

• Bounty Land Acts 1788, 1803, 1806, 1855 
– These acts awarded land for service
– 1788 allowed soldiers to sell/assign their award to 

someone else
– Information about land received under these acts 

often combined in Revolutionary War pension files

New Survey System

Eligibility and Process
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Eligibility
• Unit: Continental line

• Rank: Soldier or non-commissioned officer

• Duration: Minimum three years of service

• Assignment Allowed:  No

• State Application Allowed: Yes

Amount by Rank

AmountRank

500 acresColonel

450 acresLieutenant Colonel

400 acresMajor

300 acresCaptain

200 acresLieutenant

150 acresEnsign

100 acresPrivate

Resolution: 16 September 1776

Process Generated Paper
• Steps

1. Application
2. Warrant
3. Survey
4. Patent
5. Possession

• Federal Agencies
– Secretary of War reviewed applications and issued warrants
– Treasury Department supervised selection of land and 

issued patents

• State Agencies
– Unique to state
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Application
• Serviceman submitted affidavits from 

commanding officers or fellow soldiers

• Submitted discharge papers

• If soldier died during service, heirs could file with 
documentation that they were legal heirs of the 
deceased

Warrant Authorizing a Survey
• Warrants issued – date of 

issuance, name and rank of 
veteran, state from which 
he enlisted

• Usually the state picked 
the land; Virginia allowed 
the soldier to choose

Virginia Warrant for William Rice 
1783, land in Kentucky

Survey - 1793
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Location

https://viewer.nationalmap.gov/advanced-viewer/

Patent - 1803
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Assignment
• If soldier with a warrant could not take up 

residence, he sold the warrant for cash

• Rules varied by state and over time

• Federal warrants could be assigned beginning in 
1788

QUESTIONS?

Finding that Paper
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Disaster – 14,000+ Records Lost

Print published 14 Oct 1814 by G. Thompson showing Washington, DC under attack

Finding Federal Applications and 
Warrants

• Destroyed bounty application files have been replaced 
by cards
– Name of veteran, rank, unit, warrant number, numbers 

of acres granted, date issued, assignee

• National Archives (NARA)
– Applications:  M804 Revolutionary War Pension and 

Bounty Land Warrant Application Files 1800-1900
– Warrants:  M829 Revolutionary War Bounty Land 

Warrants Used in the U.S. Military District of Ohio and 
Related Papers 

Example
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The Land

Military Bounty Land

Charles Paullin: Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States, Washington DC and New York: 1932.

Bounty Land in Ohio
• First warrant for federal 

bounty land issued in 1783

• But the Military District of 
Ohio wasn’t authorized until 
1796
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Ohio Land Grants Ohio State Archives

Ohio 
Company

Seven 
Ranges

Symmes
Purchase

US Military District

Road Map

Federal Awards

Eligibility
Process

• Application
• Warrant
• Patent

The Land

State Awards

New England
New York

Mid-Atlantic
The Carolinas and Georgia

New England
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Massachusetts
• First authorized Bounty Land: 5 March 1801

• Eligibility
– Same as federal 
– Additional criterion: No Double Dipping: could 

not take federal bounty land

• First warrant for Mars Hill in Aroostook County

• Second allotment of land in Maine enabled in1833

Mars Hill

Finding Your Patriot

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War 
Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State 
Governments (Baltimore, MD:  Genealogical 
Publishing Co., 1996) 

Bockstruck’s book is on Ancestry as “Revolutionary War Bounty Land 
Grants”
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Family Search – “Massachusetts, land deeds, 1791-1884”

Patent

digitalmaine.com
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Plan of Mars Hill Township

As Located and Lotted by Order of the General Court of Massachusetts for the Soldiers of the late 
Continental Army, who enlisted for, during the War, as a part of this State's quota of said Army 
(1804). https://digitalmaine.com/planbook_2/57/

Maine
• First authorized - 17 March 1835

• Eligibility
– Same as federal
– Additional criteria: Currently living in Maine and 

enlisted from Massachusetts or Maine

• Land assigned by lottery

Soldier
• Finding the Name 

• Finding the Warrant 
– “Maine Revolutionary 

War Bounty Land 
Applications, 1835-1838,” 
Family Search 
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AssignmentLand

Certificate and Assignment

Digital Maine Repository

New York
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New York
• Authorizing Act:  20 March 1783

• Eligibility
– Same as federal 
– Notable deviation:  Min Acres - 500

• Distributed via Balloting Box

History of Tioga, Chemung, Tompkins and Schuyler counties, New York, p. 18, Archive.org

Military Tract Townships
1. Lysander
2. Hannibal
3. Cato
4. Brutus
5. Camillus
6. Cicero
7. Manlius
8. Aurelius
9. Marcellus
10. Pompey

11. Rumulus
12. Scipio
13. Sempronius
14. Tully
15. Fabius
16. Ovid
17. Milton
18. Locke
19. Horace
20. Solon

21. Hector
22. Ulysses
23. Dryden
24. Virgil
25. Cincinnatus
26. Junius
27. Galen
28. Sterling
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Example
• Nicholas Hudgall – served in the 2nd New York 

Regiment

• Served 1778-1782 – name spelled Hudsel, Hudsal, 
Hudsler

Balloting Book

Patents
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QUESTIONS?

Mid-Atlantic

Pennsylvania
• Authorizing Act:  7 March 1780 

• Eligibility
– Same as federal
– Additional criterion: Prisoners of war

• Used a lottery wheel to assign
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A pioneer outline history of northwestern Pennsylvania: Hathitrust.org

Finding Your Pennsylvania Patriot

Alphabetical Surname List of Donation Land Register

58

59

60

Class 3: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



1/16/2024

Listing by Lot Number

Maryland
• Authorized: 31 October 1777

• Eligibility
– Same as federal
– Difference of note: Minimum award was 50 acres
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Maryland – They Went Where?

• Maryland State Archives – Land Office Lots 
Westward of Fort Cumberland

• Digital Images online

Msa.maryland.gov

Library of Congress – Military Lots, Tracts, Escheats, etc., Garret and Alleghany Counties, Maryland
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Virginia
• Authorized: 22 June 1779

• First award:  first warrant was issued in 1782

• Eligibility
– Same a federal
– Additional criterion:  State line soldiers eligible

• Process
– Soldier applied for a certificate which verified his 

eligibility
– Certificate exchanged for a warrant

Application and Certificate

Land in Ohio and Kentucky
• Soldier could take his certificate and apply for a 

survey warrant in either Kentucky or later, Ohio.

• Ohio Land not available until 1796

• From Samuel Wilson’s Catalogue based on Kentucky 
State Land Office Records

• If a person appears in Bockstruck’s book, but not in 
Wilson’s book, then the land is in Ohio
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Sos.KY.Gov

Sos.KY.gov

Sos.KY.gov
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Sos.KY.gov

Gazetteer of Kentucky Places

http://web.sos.ky.gov/land/gazetteer.aspx
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Carolinas and Georgia

North Carolina
• First Act: 16 April 1780 for 200 acres, soon 

increased to 640 acres

• First Warrant: 1783

• Eligibility
– Same as federal
– Additional criterion: non-assignable

NC Survey Order
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Location of the Land - Tennessee 
Land Registers

South Carolina
• Authorized: 1778

• Eligibility
– Same as federal

Finding the SC Records

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov
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www.archivesindex.sc.gov

200 Acres On Branch Of Rocky River, Ninety Six District, Surveyed By John Martin.

Carolina.com
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Georgia
• Authorized: Act of 25 February 1784

• Warrants:  All issued before 22 February 1786 

• Eligibility
– Unit: 

1. Continental Line
2. Service as Minute Battalion and non-resident of Georgia at 

time of enlistment
3. Short term militia
4. Georgia residents who fled the state and served in North or 

South Carolina
5. Georgia citizen who remained loyal to the cause for the 

entire conflict
6. British deserters

Kenneth Coleman, History of Georgia 1991
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vault.georgiaarchives.org

Georgia Vault – Bounty Land Certificates

Family Search – Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records
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Key Points
• Your Revolutionary War Ancestor may have been 

awarded land from the new Federal Government 
or from the state where his regiment was raised.

• Federal land was located in central Ohio
– Find your soldier in NARA microfilm

• Each state had their own rules for bounty land
– Find your soldier in Lloyd Bockstruck’s book first, 

then go looking for the paperwork and the land

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-american-revolutionary-war-patriots-2024
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright © 2024

94

95

Class 3: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




