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Road Map

Federal Awards

State Awards

Eligibility

Process New England

« Application New York
+ Warrant Mid-Atlantic
« Patent
The Land The Carolinas and Georgia

But First, Some

Background
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History of Bounty Land

* European Wars - 5 -

* King Philips War
— Buxton, Maine
— Westminster, MA
— Ambherst, NH
— Greenwich, MA
— Manchester, NH 5 L/ 3
— Templeton, MA S e
— Gorham, ME t

@

* King William’s War expeditions to Quebec
— Ashburnham
— Winchendon

First the Promise

To enlistees in the Continental Army:

That Congress make provision for granting lands, in
the following proportions: to the officers and soldiers
who shall so engage in the service, and continue
therein to the close of the war, or until discharged by
Congress, and to the representatives of such officers
and soldiers as shall be slain by the enemy

Congressional Act of 16 September 1776
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Then the Land

e THIRTEEN ORIGINAL STATES, 1783
| [ 2 7z o,

" ATLANTIG

OCEAN

* LOC, Robertson, “The thirteen original states, 1783,” 1898

10

Land Claimed by Virginia Land Claimed by New York

Charles O. Paulin, Atlas of Historical Geography of the United States, 1932

11

Key to Federal Bounty Land:
Northwest Territory

* 1780 - Continental Congress
declares Northwest Territory is
public land

* 1785 - Land Ordinance to
managed ceded land; beginning of
cash-entry for federal lands

* 1787 - Plan for creating states in
the NW Territory

* 1797 - Formation of United States
Military District - Ohio

12
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1/16/2024

Acts Authorizing
Bounty Land Warrants

* Bounty Land Acts 1788, 1803, 1806, 1855
— These acts awarded land for service

— 1788 allowed soldiers to sell/assign their award to
someone else

— Information about land received under these acts
often combined in Revolutionary War pension files

13
New Survey System
Township Grid N
Public Land Survey System
(PLSS) W "
Township 2 South Range 3 Wast
6.5 4321
DD s
Section 14 | 17 ".“E]"
v jo 21 22 23 24
9 28 27 26 25
33 34 3536
Section 14 shows both normal division of
the section into aliquot parts and the
fractional division into government lots.
14

Eligibility and Process
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Eligibility

¢ Unit: Continental line

¢ Rank: Soldier or non-commissioned officer

* Duration: Minimum three years of service

* Assignment Allowed: No

 State Application Allowed: Yes

16
Amount by Rank
Colonel 500 acres
Lieutenant Colonel 450 acres
Major 400 acres
Captain 300 acres
Lieutenant 200 acres
Ensign 150 acres
Private 100 acres
Resolution: 16 September 1776
17
Process Generated Paper
* Steps
1. Application
2.  Warrant
3. Survey
4. Patent
5. Possession
* Federal Agencies
— Secretary of War reviewed applications and issued warrants
— Treasury Department supervised selection of land and
issued patents
< State Agencies
— Unique to state
18
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Application

* Serviceman submitted affidavits from
commanding officers or fellow soldiers

* Submitted discharge papers

* Ifsoldier died during service, heirs could file with
documentation that they were legal heirs of the
deceased

19

Warrant Authorizing a Survey

e Warrants issued - date of
issuance, name and rank of
veteran, state from which
he enlisted

* Usually the state picked
St i - the land; Virginia allowed
s il the soldier to choose

Virginia Warrant for William Rice
1783, land in Kentucky

20
Survey - 1793
e, g e e
s e wz% /,&ff’ I\ ;
ALty Lhrrarl N ,5 Lt &\T Lo i
F g /g@,,.f Grcok (Bogen e Aff’%’
794,6 4,47/&‘%“,.0 lmz.,, AT ’/;’(i—;ij
7 M/; Plosik o @wx“ o Dn . | B
=4 %é7 5 “4/],/ L
21
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Location

Secreary of Siate | Adminitation | Land Offce Index | Gazettesr
Kentucky Cities of Early Kentucky L
QuickFind Highight
Fiter
Abranam Inine's Sation (aka nine's Saton on
Salt River) Foye
Adair Academy Adair
Alexander Station Fulton
Aice Loyd College (Plppa Passes) Knott
Alen Seminary Alen

Anderson Craek, Highland Creek (Miitary Distict) Union
;:“fu‘;"’”“ Station (aka Col. JRMAMSIONG'S oy o, N; 18 mi below Lousville, Jefferson
Asbury Collago & Asbury Theological Seminary

Bayou de Chien aka Bayou Deshe
aka Bayou Deshaine

Bfiys. Fork of Barren River (Military Allen
District)

Fulton; Hickman; Graves

22

Qo S ]

https://viewer.nationalmap.gov/advanced-viewer/

23

Patent 1803

27
m,[[,.. 0,?,,) cﬁm %wmw 6“;7“.-. %n—«- 7&4‘-.._._‘47'&—-1 %

7” Qs sty ot W#ﬂ‘m% m“?' ot by tlidee o)
nMAu : WAW7-M7 Llonmnast A2 S5V o 9‘-#& f’d‘

A58 |
{‘ f/-“{, J&aém;-/t(wr M“%‘.) wceeZuin at.,/;;&—r/b

///’ 7’ 0/4« Oratllisrosiss Sovm Micaroserd -niu«r.’%aﬁ ouard 4.7
N liZii 5t afpoas e O e Sotiisof heluiveame iz ozt

] 327 * “fflf’/y ﬂfé«kma_.w»fﬂm}(, e 33 dyw

24
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Assignment

* If soldier with a warrant could not take up
residence, he sold the warrant for cash

* Rules varied by state and over time

* Federal warrants could be assigned beginning in
1788

25

QUESTIONS?

Finding that Paper
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Print published 14 Oct 1814 by G. Thompson showing Washington, DC under attack

28

Finding Federal Applications and
Warrants

* Destroyed bounty application files have been replaced
by cards

— Name of veteran, rank, unit, warrant number, numbers
of acres granted, date issued, assignee

¢ National Archives (NARA)
— Applications: M804 Revolutionary War Pension and
Bounty Land Warrant Application Files 1800-1900
— Warrants: M829 Revolutionary War Bounty Land
Warrants Used in the U.S. Military District of Ohio and
Related Papers

29

Example

30
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Military Bounty Land

Charles Paullin: Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States, Washington DC and New York: 1932.

32

Bounty Land in Ohio

[ L * First warrant for federal
bounty land issued in 1783

* But the Military District of
Ohio wasn’t authorized until
1796

33
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US Military District

Symmes
Purchase

. Michigan Survey
ngress Lands (1820)
ds

13.0hio Company Purchase
14.Donation Tract
15.Seven Ranges

ongr
ongress Lands
etwe en the Miamis
. Symmes' Purchase

Ohio Land Grants Ohio State Archives

. C
. C.
. C.
.
. B

34
Road Map
Federal Awards
Eligibility State Awards
Process New England
« Application New York
+ Warrant Mid-Atlantic
« Patent
The Land The Carolinas and Georgia
35

New England
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Massachusetts

* First authorized Bounty Land: 5 March 1801
+ Eligibility

— Same as federal

— Additional criterion: No Double Dipping: could
not take federal bounty land

* First warrant for Mars Hill in Aroostook County

Second allotment of land in Maine enabled in1833

37

Mars Hill

38

Finding Your Patriot

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War
Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State
Governments (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical
Publishing Co., 1996)

Morse, John. Mass. Sergeant. 10 Sep.
1832. 200 acres to heirs.

Bockstruck’s book is on Ancestry as “Revolutionary War Bounty Land
Grants”

39
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Family Tree  Search  Memaories Indexing  Activities. ®@®

armily Tree  Geneslogies | Catalog  Bosks  Wiki

4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS ® PRINT [B) Catalag Print List (0)
Massachusetts, land deeds, 1791-1884 o=
ManuscriptManuserist on Digitl Images
enghan.
Pebicatton: Salt Lake City, Utah ; Digitized by FamilySearch
Imemationsl, 2009
Notes
Oigialimages o criginal housed at the Maine State Archives, Augusts, Maina.
Vi this catalog record in WorcCat foe ther passible copy locations 8
Subjects
Locallty Subjects
United States, Massachuests - Land and property
Film/Digital Notes
Note Lecation Collection/Shelf  Fiim 0GS  Farmat
Land deeds, revolutionary war seldiers, Massachusetts, Mars Mil, book 1, 1829-1883 Grant United States & 5656000 €A
Recar Cansta Digial

Land offce. Iand dends. Massachusatts. Bancer. Hamaden. Herman. Newbura, ook 1. Granits Urites States &

Family Search - “Massachusetts, land deeds, 1791-1884"

40

Patent

Geo. W Cofin

41

Home About  FAGs My Account

Search
| —(

a Wl 4

s 2

[P

Browse

State Agencies

Subjects

Contributors

DigitalMaine Repository

ForAgency C Repository s o

FAQS the sate, Together, we are c ensuring transparenty
o Dy in government, and sharing the stries of the people and places ofthe Pine Tree State.

Featured Links A M AL W

Maine Government

Maine State Library Browse Collections

Maine State Agencies

Digital Maine Partners q m—.l
Collections fromMaine &l & \ v

digitalmaine.com

42
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Plan of Mars Hill Township

As Located and Lotted by Order of the General Court of Massachusetts for the Soldiers of the late
Continental Army, who enlisted for, during the War, as a part of this State's quota of said Army
(1804). https://digitalmaine.com/planbook_2/57/

43

Maine

* First authorized - 17 March 1835
+ Eligibility

— Same as federal

— Additional criteria: Currently living in Maine and
enlisted from Massachusetts or Maine

* Land assigned by lottery

44

Soldier

Hunton, Jonatl
1835, 200

14 Sep.
» widow Hannah

Hunton. W

* Finding the Name I

* Finding the Warrant
— “Maine Revolutionary i
War Bounty Land
Applications, 1835-1838,”
Family Search

45

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

1/16/2024

Certificate and Assignment

Land Assignment
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New York
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New York

* Authorizing Act: 20 March 1783

* Eligibility
— Same as federal
— Notable deviation: Min Acres - 500

* Distributed via Balloting Box

49

Snaor
New ors:

History of Tioga, Chemung, Tompkins and Schuyler counties, New York, p. 18, Archive.org

50
Military Tract Townships

1. Lysander 11. Rumulus 21. Hector
2. Hannibal 12. Scipio 22. Ulysses
3. Cato 13. Sempronius  23. Dryden
4. Brutus 14. Tully 24. Virgil
5. Camillus 15. Fabius 25. Cincinnatus
6. Cicero 16. Ovid 26. Junius
7. Manlius 17. Milton 27. Galen
8. Aurelius 18. Locke 28. Sterling
9. Marcellus 19. Horace
10. Pompey 20. Solon

51
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Example

* Nicholas Hudgall - served in the 274 New York
Regiment

* Served 1778-1782 - name spelled Hudsel, Hudsal,
Hudsler

Hudgall, Nicholas. N. Y. Private. 8 Jul.
1790. 600 acres.

1/16/2024

Balloting Book
SECOND NEW-YORK REGIMENT.

NAMES AN RANR Comparics. . | Ace. | pu.
ST | 1790,
Hudgall, Nicholas, private, Hollett | 16 | 4 | 600/ Jlu!y 8.
Havalash. Michacl, do- T5~[T00~|600 Hhry=
Harris, Henry.  do. “ 22 | 46 | 600 July 8.
Hill, Thomas, do. - |Walker 3|17 | 500 July 8.
Holmes, Thomas, do. “ 22 | 56 | €00 July 6.
Howe, John, do. - “ 13 | 38 Zgg ju:y g,

i « 21 uly 8.
Pl desiedl ] b Sl 2 1 % | eoat [ty &
BOOK OF DELIVERY
oF
PATENTS FOR LANDS IN THE MILITARY TRACT.
N —
Al
ParmxTas’ Naxes, Patent t9 chom dctvered,
TEUDDEIT, SOIN, CSIGH, “ John Blanchard’s order:
Huntley, Thomas, - ... .. ++ ¢ Eliphalet Seaman.
Haltzzapple, Zachariah, *+ ¢ William I. Vredenburg.
Horsford, Joseph, - -« ... .. -+ ¢ Silas Pepoon. i
Hanmer, Francis, lieutenant,- ... ¢ Himself. i
Humphrey, Alexander, 2d regt.- ¢ Samuel B. Isaacs
Hudgall, Nicholas, a0 || i e i
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QUESTIONS?

Mid-Atlantic

Pennsylvania

* Authorizing Act: 7 March 1780
* Eligibility

— Same as federal

— Additional criterion: Prisoners of war

* Used a lottery wheel to assign

57
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PENNSYLYANIA

A pioneer o

58

Finding Your Pennsylvania Patriot

RG-17
Records of the Land Office
DONATION LAND REGISTER, [ca.1794]. {series #17.174)

*Images of Each Register Page*

« Donation Land register includes a patent index and related lists concerning the Donation Land program, bound together witk
ormation concerning the Donation Land Lottery held on December 20, 1794, This is the register currently in use for
lentifying reconds of individual land tracts. The volume contains eight distinct sections, namely.

= Numerical Listing of Donation Land Tracts
« Alphabetical S e Index i the D and Tt g

 Listing of Veterans Entitled to Land

» Listing of Lots Found to be Partly in Pennsylvania and Parly in New York

= Listing of Lots Drawn for Widows and Children

» Listing of the Names of Individuals Entitied to Donation Lands "For Whom there was No Numbet in the Wheel®

59
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o Sl N
SALEXANDER MPDOWELY 1
o I} &

it

Sketurned Fob.J15. 1796,
C ¢ W 0 R D (I
A o \Survpyed by §
= = i 1 Wiktiam POWER,
i J Ry (MEADVILLEL. Returmed Feb. 12, 3766. e
Titusvitle /=
Cénneaut 1) » Py

i
\
Nsugseyed by 1 o
BENJAMNY_LODGE ™ N
Returned Fabr, 1780] [T . )

62

Maryland

¢ Authorized: 31 October 1777

* Eligibility
— Same as federal
— Difference of note: Minimum award was 50 acres

63
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Maryland - They Went Where?

Hurst, Samuel. Md. Private. . 50
acres.

* Maryland State Archives - Land Office Lots
Westward of Fort Cumberland

* Digital Images online

64
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Msa.maryland.gov

65

Library of Congress — Military Lots, Tracts, Escheats, etc.,, Garret and Alleghany Counties, Maryland

66
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Virginia
¢ Authorized: 22 June 1779

¢ First award: first warrant was issued in 1782

« Eligibility

— Same a federal

— Additional criterion: State line soldiers eligible

* Process

— Soldier applied for a certificate which verified his
eligibility

— Certificate exchanged for a warrant

67

Application and Certificate

Craddock, Henry. Va. Sergeant. 19 Mar.
1783. 200 acres.

Craddock, John. N.C. Captain. 2§
1784. 3840 acres.

Craddock, Robert. Va. Lieutenan <
1783. 2666 2/3 acres.

68

Land in Ohio and Kentucky

Soldier could take his certificate and apply for a
survey warrant in either Kentucky or later, Ohio.

Ohio Land not available until 1796

aptain . . .|Va Cont. Line....[3ym. | Mch. i1, '83
Licutcnant .|Va Cont.
Licutenant .|va Cont.

63
6}
0

23232

5. . 20,
I 14 . 24, 83

From Samuel Wilson’s Catalogue based on Kentucky

State Land Office Records

If a person appears in Bockstruck’s book, but not in

Wilson’s book, then the land is in Ohio

69
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Kentidkygev  Agences

G

chael G. Adams

Enter Veteran Name:

1L, Thaemss. L youwil allvatarans with

entared, Use 3% 35 ifaecassary.

Soarcn | Resat

Enter Warrant Number:

; Theroare 121

umbee rom o to.4,G27. Contact the ONio Histarial Society in Columbus for Vrginia warrsnts with ighee rumbers thin

ber, digt ruenbe. bek 1 toformat
i th

s tothe veteran's name you are

" that

Search | Rasat

Kentucky.gov  Agencies Services

[Ty O OTATT

Michael G. Adams

t x Administration ~ X

Land Office

Secretary of State | Administration Military Registers & Land Records

Revolutionary War Warrants ~

Page1

Warrant  Veteran

0189.0 Craddock, Henry
0187.0 Craddock, Robert
Another Query

71

_' Michael G. Adams

Detailed Information About

Craddock, Henry
oissa Vetaran arme
peret Years3
unit Veginia Continent ine
oute i
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Land-Office Military Warrant, No. ’xq
20 the principal SUR VE YO R of the Land, [t apart for the Officers and Soldicrs of the
Cammonwwealth of Virginia,

HIS fhall b¥ youf WARRANT te fdrvey and lay of in on
et sl b ek o e of e
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a Psnmnkl a A n

LY : ~ $
Jédjﬂ-dr‘w_‘ﬁ-x/ e Grentlt

B A SPRGDL e s,

74

Gazetteer of Kentucky Places

1280 (e
Gallup Lawrence

Garrison Greek McGrackan

Gasper River Wwarren

Gateway Communty & Technical College (Covinglon, Edgewood (. ooy

& Highland Heights)

General George Rogers Clark's Grant (aka Clark’s Grant) 150,000a tract in Indiana; Clark; Floyd; Scott

George Clark’s Station (resettled in 1788 by George Lewis;

http://web.sos.ky.gov/land/gazetteer.aspx

75
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Carolinas and Georgia

1/16/2024

North Carolina

* First Act: 16 April 1780 for 200 acres, soon
increased to 640 acres

¢ First Warrant: 1783
* Eligibility
— Same as federal

— Additional criterion: non-assignable

77
NC Survey Order
Newton, Stephen. N.C. Pri
1785, 274 acres, P S0ED:
DL L LoN
T o
S o FLIORANHTROU 10 ITLTE
. -A;(wu,u...n.«.g.mm.m.my., o
- 30% PRy 27 N——— 7
ey azz;»(;«';@:}f‘{"/& S i
78
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Location of the Land - Tennessee
Land Registers

p ~
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79
South Carolina
¢ Authorized: 1778
+ Eligibility
— Same as federal
80

Finding the SC Records

Gunter, Henry. S.C. Soldier. 2 May 1785.
200 acres.

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov

81
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Chek forimages

Identifiers:
hives 10: Serles: 5213190 Volume: 0013 Page: 00214 ftem: 001

Gunter, Henry, Plat For 200 Acres On Branch Of Rocky River, Ninety Six District, Surveyed By John Martin. Date: 1/13/1785 &3
People inthis record
) S o Gunter, Henry
’ Also- Anderson, Mary. Martin, John

Places in this record.
Ninety Six District; Rocky River

Topics in this record:

Record details:
Date: 1/13/178%

Series: State Plat Books (Charleston Series) (5213190)
Document Type: Plat

images: Avallable 3t SCDAH building or by order. See How to search menu

1/16/2024

www.archivesindex.sc.gov

82
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Acres On Branch Of Rocky River, Ninety Six District, Surveyed By John Martin.

83

South Carolina Districts — 1775 to 1784

Ninety-Six
District

°
Hinety.Si
naty Six

~~ Georgotawn
Mame Shortened in 1703

— - Disttict Boundary
® - Distict Seat

©2005.4D. Lowis 4 ipts Feservod

Carolina.com

84

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 3: Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots 1/16/2024

Georgia
* Authorized: Act of 25 February 1784
* Warrants: All issued before 22 February 1786
* Eligibility
— Unit:

1. Continental Line

2. Service as Minute Battalion and non-resident of Georgia at
time of enlistment

3. Short term militia

4. Georgia residents who fled the state and served in North or
South Carolina

5. Georgia citizen who remained loyal to the cause for the
entire conflict

6. British deserters
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§ INDIAN LAND CESSIONS

/A‘«' Tass 1735-1835
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(fi) SEgRom ARCHIVES VIRTUAL VAULT
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Family Search — Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records
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Key Points

* Your Revolutionary War Ancestor may have been
awarded land from the new Federal Government
or from the state where his regiment was raised.

¢ Federal land was located in central Ohio
— Find your soldier in NARA microfilm

* Each state had their own rules for bounty land

— Find your soldier in Lloyd Bockstruck’s book first,
then go looking for the paperwork and the land
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

3 Americ_ga nAncestors.

Search Events Membership — Giveomiion names pubiications Expert Hotp Tocts Signature Projects
Conters & Initatives

Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots
2024

Thank you i i A ionary War Patrio

Zoom Link for Live Sessions:

broadcast

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-american-revolutionary-war-patriots-2024
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THANK YOU!
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