Researching American Revolutionary War Patriots

Class 2: No Battlefield Service Required: Researching Patriotic Ancestors
Melanie McComb, Senior Genealogist, melanie.mccomb@nehgs.org

What is mean by “Patriotic Service”?

e Anact or series of actions that demonstrate loyalty to the American cause, such as:
o Signing oaths of fidelity to the new government
o Rendering aid to wounded (nurses and doctors)
o Furnishing supplies
o Lending money or munitions.
e These acts cannot be self-serving and had to be rendered towards the patriots only
e The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) accepts the following examples of patriotic

service: https://www.dar.org/national-society/accepted-revolutionary-war-service

e The Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) accepts the following examples of patriotic service:

https://www.sar.org/how-to-apply/

Revolutionary War Taxes

e Congress had no authority to levy taxes; money and supplies were requested from the states

e Taxes went toward:

o Raising supplies o Raising bounty money
o Paying troops o Providing relief for families of soldiers in
o Building ships service

o Providing clothing
e The laws that were passed to levy taxes must state in the statute that they were addressing a

request of the Continental Congress and/or to support the war or achieve independence.

® Each state has different tax assessments that were levied; if applying to a lineage society (such as
DAR or SAR) under an ancestor who performed a patriotic service, consult their guides on which

taxes are eligible.

How Did Women Show Patriotic Service?

e Making homespun cloths
e Boycotting British goods
e Paying taxes

¢ Fundraising money for supplies for soldiers
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Home Spun Cloth

e Wool Act of 1699 forbade colonists from selling wool or wool cloth outside of the colony it was
produced; it also increased taxes for import/export.

e Daughters of Liberty founded in 1765 - boycotted British goods and made their own cloth

e Spinning bees were very popular and were a way to get communities together. Many got
competitive and published in the newspapers how much yarn they produced during these

gatherings.

Boycotts

e Foreign tea was not allowed in social gatherings

e “Liberty teas” were created from herbs and fruits

e Edenton Tea Party (October 25, 1774) - 51 women gathered to sign a statement of protest to give
up tea and boycott other British products

Taxes

e Beef and supply taxes passed by the colonial government to support the cause

e Tip: Look for the widows in the town records

Fundraising

e Funds were needed to support the Continental Army

e Philadelphia Ladies Association canvassed the city of Philadelphia to ask for money from each
woman

e Donation amounts reported in the Life and Correspondence of Joseph Reed, Military Secretary of
Washington

Locating Records
Town records

e FamilySearch Catalogue (Search by Place>Name of Town>Town Records)

e Ancestry.com (ex. Massachusetts U.S. Town and Vital Records database)

e For those that aren’t available online, consult your town clerk on their collections that may be
stored in their Vault

e Published resources - see bibliography below
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Newspapers

e Early American Newspapers, Series I (1690-1876)
o Available from American Ancestors:

https://www.americanancestors.org/Search/External-Databases

e Key repositories:

o Allen County Public Library — Fort Wayne, IN
American Ancestors Research Center — Boston, MA
State Archives
DAR Library - Washington, D.C.

FamilySearch Library - Salt Lake City, UT
SAR Genealogical Research Library — Louisville, KY
National Archives - Washington, D.C.
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