
Using Extended Family to 
Circumnavigate a Brick Wall

Broadening Your 
Scope
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Reasons to Research Associates
• Tracing migrations

• Discovering more about military service

• Study of a particular place or event – associated 
places can be important

• Maternal lines

• Develop a more holistic view of an ancestor
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Your Ancestor’s Network
• Who – noting individuals that appear in your 

ancestor’s records

• What – One event? Multiple?

• Where – Did their interactions occur in one 
place? Multiple?

• When – for how long were the individuals 
associated?

• Why – why were they interacting?
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Networks to Consider
Religious

Educational

Occupational

Social 

Political

Place and/or
Migration
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Religious Associates
• Pastors/ministers/priests/rabbis, etc. 

• Witness to religious family events

• Godparents

• Church organizations
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Hiland Presbyterian Church, 
Ross, Allegheny, Pennsylvania
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Educational Associates
• People that graduated in the same class

• Participants in the same sports or clubs

• Friends that signed your ancestor’s yearbook

• Teachers or professors in their field at the time 
they attended

• Colleagues that published with an ancestor
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Ancestry.com
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Cardinal Hayes High School-
Bronx, NY
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Occupational Associates
• When searching census records, note those close 

by with the same or similar occupation

• Research the employers/owners of the institutions 
where your ancestor worked

• Labor Unions or Workmen’s Organizations

• Note the history of the industry in the area (this 
could reveal if they moved there for that 
occupation)
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Danville, Kentucky City Directory 1931-
32
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Social Groups
• Fraternal organizations

• Genealogical organizations

• Hobbies and/or hunting organizations
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Chelmsford High School, JV Basketball 
Team
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Political
• Political Organizations

• Political involvement of your ancestor (if any)

• Loyalists 
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The New York Times, 7 March 1878
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Place and/or Migration
• Did your family reside in the same place for a 

number of generations? What other families did 
as well?

• Did your family migrate somewhere? What other 
families made the same migration?
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heritagepin.com/vv/gene/histories/MAP-Loyalist-Routes-1780s-small.jpg
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Consider Migration and Place Studies
• The Great Migration Begins 

Immigrants to New England 1620-
1633 Robert Charles Anderson

• The Great Migration: Immigrants 
to New England 1634-1635 Robert 
Charles Anderson

• Early New England Families 1641-
1700 Alicia Crane Williams

• The Settlers of the Beekman Patent 
- Frank J. Doherty
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Tip
Limit your scope first 
and then expand if 

necessary.
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Organizing Information
Find a method that works for you! You want it to do the 
following:

• Make it easy to collect information

• Be “at-a-glance” so you can easily compare information

• Document where information came from 

• Create a timeline for individuals

• Use templates available to create what works best for you
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Organizing Associates
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Case Study 1:
Migration Associates
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Johann Phillip Meckel

1870 U.S. Federal Census

Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 163



Texas Marriages 1837-1973 
FamilySearch.org
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Johann Phillip Meckel

1850 U.S. Federal Census
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Galveston Immigration Database
www.galvestonhistory.org
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Search for Herschel in 1845
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Galveston Immigration Database
www.galvestonhistory.org
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Grant Documents
• Johann Philip Meckel• Johann Jost Nickel
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German Immigration to Texas
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Case Study 2:
Associated Places
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The Mystery of George T. Perry
• Unrecorded birth in Boston circa 1832

• Married Eliza A. Matthews in Philadelphia

• Died in Philadelphia on 2 April 1872; buried at 
Mount Moriah Cemetery in Philadelphia

• Lithographer

• Census work, city directories, church records, 
probate records, etc. etc.
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P.S. Duval & Son Lithographers
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Expanding your search

Associates of 
Associates

Neighbors and 
Associates

Family

Your Ancestor
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Obituary
PERRY— On the 2d instant, at his late residence, 1029 
Locust street of purpura hemorrhage GEORGE T. 
PERRY, aged 39 years. Funeral Sunday, May 5, at East 
Weymouth, Massachusetts.

—From the Public Ledger (Philadelphia, PA), 3 May 1872, 
Vol. LXXIII, Issue 35, p. 2
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Family and Associated place
• Abby L. Perry married Zachariah Lovell Bicknell

3 May 1843 in Weymouth, MA. 

• Catherine Matilda Perry married John D. Pratt in 
1836 in Weymouth 

• They were both the daughters of Ebenezer and 
Catherine (Thompson) Perry
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Land Transactions

Vol.Book:Location:Grantor:Grantee:Date:

166221Essex & Broad St.John CushingEbenezer Perry15 Oct. 1853

191380Essex & Broad St.Catherine M. 
PrattMary H. Perry12 June 

1869
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12 June 1869 Norfolk Co, MA
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Tip
Always remain open to 

new possibilities!
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QUESTIONS?
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Activity 
Part 3

Who is associating 
with the Ellis family?
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F.A.N
• Associates
– Now that we have researched several of Annie’s 

children and possible family members: What 
records for the Associates could help us narrow 
down a place of birth in Nova Scotia?
• Who are the Witnesses/Informants?
• Who are the ministers? 

– Update your Research Log with these records.
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Group Work-
Who are the 
individuals 

associating with the 
Ellis family?
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William Ellis

William Ellis death, Reading, Mass., 1904
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Joshua White

Joshua White death record, Wakefield, Mass., 
1918
Joshua White death record, Wakefield, Mass., 
1918
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http://www.stpatrickstoneham.org/
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George Ellis

George Ellis marriage, Reading, Mass., 1897
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Alfred Ellis

Alfred Ellis marriage, Reading, Mass., 1900
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Rev. William T. O’Connor

William T. O’Connor Federal Census, Wakefield, Mass., 1910
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Rev. Thomas McCoy

Thomas McCoy Federal Census, Wakefield, Mass., 1900
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St. Joseph’s- Wakefield, Mass.
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Charles Ellis

Charles Ellis marriage, Reading, Mass., 1908
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Hunning Jacobson

Hunning Jacobson census, Cambridge, Mass., 1910
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Hunning Jacobson

Hunning Jacobson, city directory, Cambridge, Mass., 1898
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Update your research log
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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