
Using Extended Family to 
Circumnavigate a Brick Wall

Family Ties
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Voice of 
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Reasons to Research Family
• Determine Parentage

• Maiden names

• Discover origin of immigrant ancestors

• Locate information about a parent’s birthplace
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Locating potential 
family members
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Key Resources 
• Cemeteries/Headstones

• Census Records

• Church Records

• City Directories

• County & Local Histories

• Genealogies

• Land Records
• Naturalization Records
• Newspaper 

Articles/Obituaries
• Pension Records
• Probate Records
• Town Records
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Cemeteries
• Family Plots

• Individuals buried 
around an 
ancestor

• Cemetery Records
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• stjoenew.com/page/genealogy
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Census Records
• 1790-1840: List head of household only

• 1850-1870: List all individuals in a household, but 
not relationships

• 1880-1950: list all individuals and relationships to 
the head of the household
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1860 U.S. Federal Census, Putman, 
Fulton, IL
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Tip
Make a note of other 

households in the area 
with the same surname

Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 82



Church Records
• Admission Records

• Removal Certificates

• Baptism and Marriage witnesses
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Church record of the marriage of 
John Lynch and Delia Kerwin
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City Directories
• Occupation

• Addresses

• How common is 
the surname?

Boston City Directory, 1885
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County and Local Histories
• Often contain lists of early 

settlers or biographical 
sketches of prominent 
individuals of the area

• Can provide key information 
about your ancestor
– When they arrived in the area
– Origin
– Vital Record information

History of McHenry County, Illinois
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Genealogies
• May not contain your 

ancestor, but may provide 
helpful information
– Information on potential 

parents/relatives
• Birth, death, marriage 

dates
• Movements from 

place to place
– Provide additional 

sources to check
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Tip
Be wary of the 

information found in 
secondary sources.
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Land Records: Things to look for
• Individuals buying and selling land repeatedly

• Same witnesses for different deeds

• Large tracts of land sold for little money 
– Often $1

• “In consideration of love and affection”

• References to former deeds pertaining to the lot
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Tip
Check date of formation 

for counties/towns.

Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 90



Naturalization Records
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Pension Records
• Sworn statements by 

individuals on behalf of 
soldier/widow

• Provide information on 
soldier’s service and life
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Probate Records
• Wills

• Other Probate Documents
– Administration Records/Bonds
– Inventories/Debts owed
– Division of Estate
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Estate of Ellen Gallaway, Stamford, CT
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Estate of Ellen Gallaway, Stamford, CT
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Newspapers
• Obituaries

• Social News
– Travel
– Visiting family
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Town Records
• Similar to Local Histories

• Helpful for:
– Finding early settlers
– When your ancestor first appears in the area
– Family’s movements
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Tip
Cluster research often 

uses a variety of records 
to make a connection.
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Using Cluster 
Research to 

Immigrant Origins
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Objectives
• What are the full names of the parents of Mary 

(Hughes) Cassidy?

• From what part of Ireland did Mary come?
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Step

Start with the known

1
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Origins of Mary Hughes
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Tip
Gather as much 

information found in 
the U.S. as possible.
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https://www.johngrenham.com/surnames/

Hughes Surname Distribution
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Step
Pulling together 
family members

2
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Marriage Register of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, Jamaica Plain
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1930 U.S. Census, Boston, MA
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1930 U.S. Census, Boston, MA
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• Mary Hughes married 
Patrick Cassidy in 1888
– Parents: Patrick and 

Mary Hughes

• Anna/Anne Hughes

• Potential family 
member Margaret 
McMahon

• Is Margaret McMahon 
related to the Cassidy or 
the Hughes Family?

• Where in Ireland?

Still ResearchingWhat we know

The Hughes Family so far
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Familysearch.org
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Familysearch.org
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Massachusetts Death Records, 1841-
1915
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Familysearch.org
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Familysearch.org
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Step
Taking Siblings 

Forward

3
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Children of Patrick and Mary 
(Dillon) Hughes

Patrick Hughes and 
Mary Dillon

Mary Hughes
b. ca 1860

Patrick Hughes
m. 1899

Annie Hughes
ca. 1878‐1908

Margaret Hughes 
m. 1905, Patrick 

McMahon

Margaret 
McMahon
b. 1910

Della Hughes
m. 1903
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Massachusetts Marriages, 1841-1915
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1910 U.S. Census, Needham, MA
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New England Petitions for 
Naturalization, 1791-1906
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Step

Searching in Ireland

4
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http://ifhf.rootsireland.ie/index.php

Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 121



Tip
Don’t get too 

attached to ages.
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http://ifhf.rootsireland.ie/index.php
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http://registers.nli.ie/
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http://ifhf.rootsireland.ie/index.php
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QUESTIONS?
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Activity 
Part 2

What About the 
Extended Family? 
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F.A.N
• Family
– Now that we know Annie’s maiden name- who are 

the other possible family members?
– What records for the extended family members 

could help to determine place of birth?
– Update your Research Log with these records.
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Return to the 1900 US Federal Census
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Group Work-
What records do you 

want to locate for 
possible extended 
family members? 
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Household of Joshua White 
• Joshua White, born 1841 in Canada

• Mary White, born 1847 in Canada

• Mary White, born 1877 in Massachusetts

• Thomas White, born 1882 in Massachusetts

• Lizzie White, born 1883 in Massachusetts

• William White, born 1883 in Massachusetts

• Sarah White, born 1885 in Massachusetts

• George White, born 1888 in Massachusetts
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Household of Ruben White 
• Ruben White, born 1874 in Massachusetts

• Agnes White, born 1874 in Massachusetts

• George White, born 1895 in Massachusetts

• Sidney White, born 1899 in Massachusetts
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Joshua White

Joshua White death record, Wakefield, Mass., 1918
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Joshua White

Joshua White census record, Reading, Mass., 1910
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Joshua White

Joshua White census record, Stoneham, Mass., 1880
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Update your research log
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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