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Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

Session 3: Analyzing Records

Hallie Kirchner, Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
E3 American Ancestors.
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Overview of the Day

E——

The Basics:

Research process

Forms and
conventions

Standard sources

Analyzing Sources:

Genealogical Proof
Standard (GPS)

Sources vs. records
Citations

Analyzing Records:

Information vs.
evidence

Proof

Session Overview

Evaluating the Evidence

Summing Up
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Principles of Analysis
Source
Information
e (Y
Second-hand
Analyze the Record
5
Record Analysis
* What is the purpose of the record? Who created
it?
* Is the record legible?
* Is any information missing?
— Is the document ripped, torn, wrinkled, etc.?
— Do I have all the pages?
— Is the digital image complete?
6
2
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Information Analysis

* What genealogical information is present?

* How much time passed between the event and its
recording?

* Who provided the information being recorded?
— Who was the informant?

* Are there any contradictions within the
information given? Between this record and
others?

1/17/2024

It's All About the Information

¢ Is the information. . .

First-hand?
— Immediately following the event (best case)
— Long after the event (can introduce bias or be
subject to false memories)

* Second-hand?
— From a non-participant

* Unknown?
— Cannot tell who provided the information
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Is the record legible? YES
Is any information missing? YES
How much time passed between the
event and its recording? LESS THAN
ONE DAY

Andrews Birth Certificate, Cook County, Who was the informant? ATTENDING
IL, 1899 PHYSICIAN
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What Genealogical Information is
in the Record?

- Child’s name

- Date and place of
birth

- Parent’s names

- Mother’s maiden
name

- Residence of
mother

- Father’s occupation
- Ages and
birthplaces of
parents
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Analysis Questions

* How long after the event was °

the record created?

Record 2
(anniversary
announcement)
Record 1
’ (vital)

Wedding

12
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Analysis Questions
Who provided the information in the record?

Participant? Someone else?

1/17/2024

13

14

Analysis Questions
Is the information first-hand (primary) or
secondary?
‘ * Death date -
primary
* Birth date -
secondary

15
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Analysis Questions
Is the information first-hand (primary) or
secondary?

* Hannah Ball
died 8 May
1788 aged 2
years 2 months

* Wecangeta
calculated date
of birth from
this headstone
(secondary
information)

1/17/2024

16

Analysis:
Document A - 20th
Century Death
Certificate

Original, Derivative, or Authored?

18
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When Was the Record Created?
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What Genealogical Information is
on a Death Certificate?

K 93

Date of Death
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Which Information Is Primary?

"""" ' Date of Death
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Date of Birth
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Let’s look at

Document B - Published

Genealogy
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Original, Derivative, or Authored?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.

s Yoy o,

GENEALOGY 30 WL S Dy
of the 313. DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet”, Elipha-
let', John'), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she died
1 H uly 20, 1802. They resided near Bennington, Vt.
Whltrlesey—Whlttelscy T R acen e ¢

Famil
y MEMORANDA.
I t800Mrs. Anna (Whitesey) Cogewel her (Dally') mother,

and Joh ney of one hundred miles on hors
By Charles Barmey Whitelsey back, to e S Beanin Ta her Vermont home. [Copowell

WILLIAM COGSWELL (Am--n Eliphalet", Eli-

phalers John), b July 53, 1760, m. Anayhis ‘Johnson (a sister

G his brother Rogers wite), b. Feb. zo,xyos, in_Salisbury,

Conn. _They resided at New Preston, Conn. Col. Cogswel 4.
Mirs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826.

FRS—

i 12 181, Jon ik Holly.
i A Sept ot fas

i R g o 5, 3838, Dr. Jelhra
W Stk Jouvibn b S0 6. 1707 . Sept. 15, 1319, Luman Whittle-

sy, No. &

v Wi jom«wv . Nov. 4, 1799: m. June 13, 1839, Alma Caofield
Yoo ot WHITTLESES HOUSE soni v -rumeu toowce. b, Aprl 7, o . O, 9. 136, Mary Morsia
HCaxAW-HILL noax courany aria Greg

vii Eutin,b. May . dios; . Jan. 12 180, Wiliam I, Downes.
Wil Jouia Masia b Fely 36 dos: m. s, Romanta Soymoct
e sy ABGAIL, b, Feb. 16, 1800; m. Ot 5, 1838, Dr. Mark Pratt.
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When Was the Record Created?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.

3138 Many A

GENEALOGY
o ihe 313, DOLLY COGSWELL (Amna Elplalec”, Eliphac
let Johw), b May 22,1767 m. Stcphen Branch; She died
3 ; July 20, 18oa. They resided ncar Bennington, V.
Whltrlesey—Whlttelscy it hdren wire
Famil 1y R,
ami. y 313 Sreeuew,
MEMORANDA,

I 1800 Mrs. Ana (Whictesey) Cogawellhr (Dally's) mother,
and John Cogswell,made a journey of one hundred miles on horse.
back, to visit Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell

By Gl By Wity back, to s ch in he e. [Cog:
P WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anar, Elghuer’, E&
Publication Date of Source NOT the same as  Jobn') b July 23, 1769, m. Amaryllis 'Johnson (a ister
nbat brother Rogers wite) b, Feb. 20, 1765, in_ Salsbary,
when the individual record was created ey resild a New Preston, Comn. Col Cogowel 4
28, 1823 ; Mrs. C. 1
[y “Their children were :
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Romanta Seymour.
"KBioAtL, b. Feb. 16, 1900; m. it 8, 138, Dr, Mark Pratt.
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Who Provided the Information?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
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WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet", Eli-

ri re i ', John'), b. July 23, x 3 Amaryllis Johnson (a sist
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Genealogical Information?

VILLTAM CUOGSWE]L S e 8%
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Their children were :
3134 D
33 Qe
3 Shnee:
MEMORANDA.

I 10 Mo, A (Niesey) Copomel b (Dl e,
and John Cogowell made a Journey of one hundred miles on hor
back, to viak M. Branch in her Vermont home. -[Cogeell
Gcneao

© 9" ¢ a3 JULEIAM COGSIWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet, Eli-
Conn. 1"hey resided at New Preston, Conn.  Col. Cogswell a "“,(,’;’"?,.‘“2}1‘,,232'
Aug. 28, 1823; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826. jnn. " Col. Cogswell d.

=y ek chiiren wers:

Chlldren and dates

i Mary Axn, b, Jan. 6, 1792; m. Sﬁﬂ. 13, 1816, Jnan ahlwu Holley. atch,
i AMARYLIS, b, Sept. 24, f i 13, 1818, ‘erry. [Coman Whitte-
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d No. 26, Mary Morcia
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Sterling. Mark Prat.
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Information Primary, Secondary,
Unknown?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
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Group Activity:
Record Analysis

10
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Activity Questions

(Whe
relation to the event it is capturing?

(Who provided the information? A
participant? Someone else?

(What genealogical information is in
the record?

(Which information is primary
(frsthand knowledge) and which is
secondary (secondhand knowled

1/17/2024

Are you looking at an or
derivative source?

31
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