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Making Your Case and 
Drawing Conclusions

Bringing It All 
Together

253

254

255

Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

sshilcusky
Cross-Out



1/18/2024

86

Finished Examining the FAN
• Set Limits 

• Stay Organized 

• Trust your Research

• Be Creative, not Crazy

• Set realistic goals

Create a Research Summary

Research Summary 
• Clearly stated Objective

• Recognition of Earlier 
Scholarship (Correct or 
Incorrect)

• Research Summary 
– What did you find?
– What didn’t you find?

• Address anomalies or 
mistakes in the research 
process

• Suggest Alternative 
Possibilities

• Conclusion

• Provide a Genealogical 
Summary
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Clearly State Objective
• What is the genealogical Question?

• Include information such as:
– The Primary Individual (Date/Place of Birth and 

Date/Place of Death- if known)
– The name of the Primary individual’s Spouse 

(Date/Place of Birth and Date/Place of Death- if 
known)

– The names of the Primary Individual’s Parents

Recognize Earlier Scholarship
• What has been 

presented previously?
• How Scholarly is that 

material?
– Correct
– Incorrect

• If nothing has been 
done, say so

Research Summary
• Provide an explanation of the relevant records 

found
– Logical progression
– Clear and concise 

• Use scholarly footnotes
– Guide to Genealogical Writing
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Address Anomalies
• Missing records

• Numerous Individuals with the same name

• Incorrect Information on a record or an incorrect 
published genealogy

• Present this information honestly 
– Do not distort or underplay a record

Suggest Other Possibilities
• Cover all your bases, Even if unlikely 

• Does your conclusion jive with historical, 
geographical, and religious facts

• Conflating two persons?

• Creating Two persons?

• Clearly State Your 
Conclusion Based on 
your analysis 

• Give too much 
information- just state 
the facts

• Present new 
information 

DON’TDO

Conclusion
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Genealogical Summary
• Register style

• Include relevant persons
and their relationships

• Continue to provide
scholarly citations

Case Study:
Who are the parents 

of Polly Fitch?

Objective
• Who are the parents of Polly Fitch?
– Married Daniel Chase at Cornish, New Hampshire

• Is she a descendant of Mayflower passenger
William Brewster?
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Step
Start with what you 

know

1

The Ancestry of Polly Fitch

Step
Locate Potential 
Family Members

2
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Ancestry.com

Ancestry.com

Step
Exhaust Original 

Records 

3
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Step

Secondary Sources

4

History of Cornish, New Hampshire

History of Cornish, New Hampshire
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James Fitch 

Hezekiah 
Fitch Samuel Fitch

???

Zebediah
Fitch

???

Rufus Fitch

Fitches of Cornish, NH

Descendants of the Reverend 
James Fitch, 1622-1702

James 
Fitch

Hezekiah 
Fitch

Zebediah 
Fitch

Samuel 
Fitch

Fitch Family of Cornish, NH
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Descendants of the Reverend 
James Fitch, 1622-1702

Will of Zebediah Fitch, Orange 
County, VT 

Family of Polly (Fitch) Chase
Zebediah

Fitch

Polly 
Fitch

Daniel 
Chase

Polly 
Chase

Daniel 
Chase
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Step

Connect the Fitches

5

Ancestry of Polly Fitch

Cornish Land Records
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Proximity in Connecticut 

Proximity in Connecticut

Naming Patterns
• Unique names used by

Zebediah Fitch
– Billa
– Hezekiah
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Pulling it all together

Clearly Stated Objective

Recognize Earlier Scholarship
• 2004 General Society of Mayflower Descendants,

approved application (GSMD#74001)

• History of Cornish, New Hampshire with
Genealogical Record, 1763-1910

• Descendants of Reverend James Fitch, 1622-1702
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Research Summary
• Land Records in Cheshire County, NH suggest a

connection between Hezekiah Fitch and Zebadiah
Fitch, because of the low price of the land.

• Cornish Town Records list the birth of Zebadiah
and Betsey (Miner) Fitch’s eldest, Billa Fitch, as 20
SEP 1772 in Norwich, CT.

• Naming patterns for the children of Zebadiah and
Betsey (Miner) Fitch

Address Anomalies
• Unable to locate the following records:
– Probate record for James Fitch in Cheshire Co., NH
– Birth record for Zebadiah Fitch in Connecticut

• History of Cornish, New Hampshire with
Genealogical Record, 1763-1910
– Includes a summary of James Fitch’s family 

(Hezekiah, Lydia, James, and Samuel), but does not 
include Zebediah Fitch 

Suggest Other Possibilities
• Zebadiah Fitch may have been a nephew of James

Fitch
– Unlikely, based on the evidence presented 
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Conclusion

Genealogical Summary

Result?
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Review
1. Get Organized
2. Define Your Objective
3. List records that will aid in your
research
4. Find the Resources
5. Research
6. Draw a Conclusion

QUESTIONS?

Activity #5
Analyze and Conclude
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Facts
• George Ellis, Joshua White, and George Ellis were 

born in Nova Scotia

• Alfred Ellis and Charles Ellis were born in Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia

• Reuben White was born in Tusket in Yarmouth
County

• Likely that the Ellis family was Catholic

• Mention of Muse and Doucette families in vital 
records of the White family (also neighbors)

Acadian Community
• De

A painting of the deportation in Grand-Pré, Nova Scotia.

The Great Expulsion

Canadian America Centur Univ. of Maine
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Acadians of Argyle
• After forced expulsion in 1750s, many settled in

New England

• Eventually returned to the Argyle region
beginning in the late 1760s

• Learned that the White family was actually the
LeBlanc family

Nova Scotia Provincial Archives

William Ellis and Anne LeBlanc
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Anne Virginie LeBlanc

Update Research Plan

Joshua Alexander 
LeBlanc                

b. 26 Nov 1840

Anne Virginie 
LeBlanc                   

b. 16 May 1844

Jean Louis “John” 
LeBlanc                 

b. 22 Sep 1846

Seraphin and/or Henry 
LeBlanc

Anne Catherine 
Muse/Muice

Seraphin or Henry? Or Both?

307

308

309

Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



1/18/2024

104

novascotia.ca/archives/acadian/reborn/families.asp

Birth of Gregoire Seraphine LeBlanc

Saint Day-March 12th 
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Marriage of Gregorie Seraphine
LeBlanc and Anne Catherine Mieuce

Birth of Anne Catherine Muice

Joshua Alexander 
LeBlanc                

b. 26 Nov 1840

Anne Virginie 
LeBlanc                   

b. 16 May 1844

Jean Louis “John” 
LeBlanc                 

b. 22 Sep 1846

Gregorie Seraphine 
“Henry” LeBlanc

Anne Catherine 
Muse/Mieuce

Jean Baptiste 
LeBlanc

Ursule
Doucette

Louis 
Muse/Mieuce

Theotiste
Doucette
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QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education

Copyright © 2023
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