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Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

Genealogical Skills

Bootcamp
Breaking Down Genealogical

Brick Walls

Lindsay Fulton, VP of Research and Library Services
January 19, 2024

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

E£2 Ameri

10:00 a.m.  Taking Action: How to Create a Research Plan

12:00 p.m.  Lunch (on your own)

Knowing the Neighbors: How Neighbors Can Help Solve Genealogical

PO Mysteries

3:15 p.m. Making Your Case and Drawing Conclusions

Taking Action

How to Create a Research Plan
for Cluster Study

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
E2 American Ancestors,
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Getting Started

What is Cluster Research?

A research technique used to learn more about
an ancestor by examining records left by the
ancestor's cluster

— Family
— Associates

— Neighbors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 2



Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp - Winter 2024

Family
* Family members with the same surname

* Consider others:
— Maiden name of spouse
— In-laws
— Cousins (1% and others)
— Grandparents
— Great-Grandparents
— Step-Parents/Siblings

1/18/2024

Associates

* Associated Persons
— Politics
— Occupation
— Education
— Religion

* Associated Places
— Place of Birth
— Death Details

Neighbors

* Persons who share the same address
— Tenement
— Abutters

* Persons from the same town or county

* Persons in Neighboring Cemetery Plots OR
Church or church Pews
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Review Hallie's Steps

Step #1- Write down
known facts

Step #2- Look for missing
o Step g

information

Step #3- Locate and
identify sources

Step #4- Research!

R Step #5- Analyze

10

Lindsay’s Steps
1. Get Organized

2. Define Your Objective

3. List records that will aid in your research

4. Find the Resources

5. Research

6. Draw a Conclusion

11

%‘ #
Get Organized

(or re-organized)
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Research Logs

Research Log

0 American Ancestors

Research Log
NEHGS Date: 12/20/2016

a Objective Results

nipa Dests, 1755134

1880 U.S Federal Census| ancestry.com er

stantors, o7 Posae o, 7251916 F 104 S8 P71

1910 U.S. Federal Census|ancestry.com| Locate Ida Falken

1910 U.S. Federal Census| ancestry.com |Locate Emma C Miller

"Mrs. Emma Miller”,

name of Ida and

NY Census ancestry.com Moffatt family Mot brothers, focused on Ecward M Mefiat

Will of Edward M Moffatt|F104 S.8 P76| Children's names  |Daughter Nellie; nickname for Ellen|

Charies R F93 H35 194

14

Research Plan Template

Research Plan Template
o

15
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Annotated Research Log

Dates
examined

Name (and variant

o, P

Source

Erowms pars
“names of Williaon Fenry Browa's
pasents

William Henry Brovwn | unlnown

Birth record

Marriage record. before 1550

[Eoumented i it
= Timois; Jan 1850

Father  [Determine place and approsimate

e v |yoes oot help namow our

cearch for a vital record

Determmine place and sppromate
‘year of bixth to help nazow owr

Lamerd,
Wayne,
Lo

1900 United States Federal Census

1/18/2024

by

1530 United States Fedeal Coneus

<carch for a vital record

[Qbituary may nams WHE's parants
death date/ place is vecessary for &

Becauzs of the popularity of the
‘Brovn sumame, we need more
information to narrow this catalog

unkmown Brown

Organizing your data

Pick one format and stick to it

D revicannceston,
"

* Family Group Sheets i

* 5 Generation Charts E=
» Customized Spreadsheets
* Genealogical Software

* Database Software

18
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Five Generation (or more) Chart

E7A American Ancestors

1/18/2024

19
Family Group Sheets
EmeiEnanon
20
Genealogical Software
¢ Ancestral Quest * iFamily (Mac)

(Windows) .
* Legacy Family Tree

* Brother’s Keeper (Windows)

(Windows) .
* MacFamilyTree (Mac)

¢ Family Tree Builder .

(Windows) ¢ Reunion (Mac)
¢ Family Tree Maker * RootsMagic (Windows

(Windows and Mac) and Mac)
 Heredis (Windows and * AncesTREES

Mac)

21
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7 American Ancestors s, gt & tofire [T -]

Search Events Membership ~ Give OMmcaNene  Pusicaom  Gpetee  Ton  SormwrProecn  Ceeten & et

oo s armabonicn St maveBroars

Choosing a Genealogical Software Program

americanancestors.org/video-library/choosing-genealogical-software-program

22

Annotated Research Log

Dates
examined

Name (and variant
Source spellings)

[ I

before 1850

| Determnine place and spproximate
ax of birth to hel

Determine

year of bixth to help nazow our

search for @ vital record

Ty ——

unkmown Brown unlnown | unknown

23

7y, T %
Step #2

Define Your Objective
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1/18/2024

‘ ,
|

Lo ST
.| Gxbado Bonda |, e e "
2ikiom Tale PULTON | AMISAChuie £55 = 10 -

»Lowel\, i S

SIS S

(o Lo BROON) | T ]
L Lindsay £ BUCTEHY [ETTS WIRATI IS - »

A2 1982 iy Usahuse S |, Tiay £

Eduny MBPCS

outt AMRESLT
15010, Traly (25 Komany
i C) , et

Nk =

A YVyed CaLEY

it PAREETT
3 o MOHAN  —

25

Define what you are looking for:

* Birth date/place * Parent’s names

« Marriage date/place Parent’s place of birth

* Immigration year

* Death date/place * Naturalization status

* Maiden name * Sibling’s names

* Military service * Children’s names

* Education

26

What information is needed

nformation

Search These Records First [Then Search These Records
INeeded
lhge (Census, Vital Records, Cemeteries
lBirth date and

ital Records Cemeteries, Newspapers, Census

place
Icountry of Military Records, Vital Records,

Naturalization Records, Vital Records, Census

fforeign birth Newspapers
[Death date Vital Records, Cemeteries, Probate Records, New pers, Bible Records, Military
lend place _ Newspapers Records
[Foreign birth _\vital Records, Published Genealogies, Biographies, Vital Records, Newspapers, History,
location INaturalization, Immigration, Census Emigration and Immigration
immigration

(census, Immigs N Biographies
[date

cemeteries, Military Records, Probate
Maiden name |Vital Records, Newspapers

Records
Marriage date Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate

Vital Records, Census, Newspapers
land place Records, Naturalization, Land
[parents ital Records, Census, Probate Records, Newspapers,

- Emigration

lnames [Published Genealogies
[Places family
S~ (Census, Land, Local Histories, Directories Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries
has lived

27
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Work from the known

to the unknown.

Records
* What is the earliest * What is the last record
record that you have that you have located for
located for you your ancestor?
ancestor? — This is not always the
— This will give you a end of the trail

starting point

timeline
Deed, Levi&

Purse Ebenezer Will, John PensionFile,
Persen, John Spencer, Bagwell, Census, John Robert Nutter
Bagwell,son Sussexco., SussexCo, Bagwell &Sarah
of Thomas DE, 10 AUG DE, 4 FEB Shelby Co,, KY, Bagwell, Scott

Bagwell, 179 1786 1830 Co.,KY, 1844

Deed, John& Deed, Levi & Guardianship, Pension File,
Elizabeth Ebenezer John Bagwell, David Nutter,
SussexCo., SussexCo., DE, 7 MAY 1JUL1839
DE, 10 JuL DE, 4 3EP1TSY 1782

1748
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/ m o 55,2
Step #3

List records that will

aid in your research

1/18/2024

Types of Records

* Vital Records * Taxation

+ Church Records * Military

o Conmig * Newspapers
* Cemetery Records ’ ge(;lr;leﬁi;eg(iies

* Immigration Records * Finding aids
* Naturalization Records * Local histories

+ Land and Property * Family papers

i
e Probate .. .and more!

32

What will help us find what we are looking for?

[Information
Search These Records First [Then Search These Records
Needed
[age (Census, Vital Records, Cemeteries Military Records, Taxation
Birth date and
Irih €318 AN yital Records (Cemeteries, Newspapers, Census

place
ICountry of Military Records, Vital Records,

v Naturalization Records, Vital Records, Census v
foreign birth Newspapers
Death date \vital Records, Cemeteries, Probate Records, Newspapers, Bible Records, Military
land place Newspapers Records

Foreign birth

ital Records, Published Genealogies, Biographies,

ital Records, Newspapers, History,

location Naturalization, Immigration, Census Emigration and Immigration
Immigration
o e (Census, Immigration, Naturalization Newspapers, Biographies
ate
(Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate
Maiden name |Vital Records, Newspapers v

Records

Marriage date

ital Records, Census, Newspapers

lCemeteries, Military Records, Probate

land place Records, Naturalization, Land
Parents ital Records, Census, Probate Records, Newspapers,
Emigration
hames Published Genealogies
Places famil
has lived Y \Census, Land, Local Histories, Directories Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries
as live

33
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Expanding your search

Neighbors of
Neighbors

Associates of
Associates

Neighbors and
Associates

34

Set up your research log

Step #i

Find the Resources
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Library Catalog

£ American Ancestors

SEARCH-  ABOUT -

Catalog Search
Search for bk, -hooks, manuscpts, and micrcform

Keyword Search
Kepwords:
" Search for online resources only

SEARCH.

Example: irish new york

Looking for something else?
 Browse Featured Tiles
* Search for recodin Amercan Ancesies daabases
+ Browse Digtal Calect

Guide o the ibrary | Read OurBlg | Suggesta Tt

http://library.nehgs.org/

37

Home <+ Semch -

S WorldCat’

Find items in libraries near you 98 el kot bbkuzpiies i vews of

2bilion Hems avaiabic here hough a Rrary

veryming | Boors | 0vos | Cos | Arices

ooy

10,000 fibraries:

The Library 100
See the 10p 100 novels of al ime found n WorkdCat brares around the work

Use WorldCat tools

Build a bibliography,

https://www.worldcat.org/

38

eBooks

* https://www.hathitrust.org/

https://books.google.com/

https://archive.org/index.php
* https://openlibrary.org/

https://books.familysearch.org

http://library.si.edu/digital-library

39
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i ANational Center for Family
£2 American Ancestors. s © srontn
Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives

RESEARCH GUIDE RESEARCH GUIDE
o=y |
- 3

El

Getting Started Getting Organized Genealogical
Software

FIND OUT MORE — FIND OUT MORE = FIND OUT MORE =

americanancestors.org/tools/research-guides

40
[ oot oo ]
=
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki
41

Germany Handwriting

Germany Wiki Topics

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Germany_Handwriting

42
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3 American Ancestors gty iy B [y B o |

Search Events Membership Give

Video Library

e Ao MR S 338

Lithuanian Research:
Back to the Old Country

i ht
Country House 4 Y ALife of Willa

americanancestors.org/video-library

43

Add relevant records to your
research log

ep #5

Research
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Update findings

‘ Name (and variant

D:
spellings) examined | Place  [Relevant Recors Notes

Make notes on your

research log to indicate
record reliability

Rating System

* Original > Copy

* Individual reporting> Informant

* Record close to the event> Record far removed
from date of the event

* Educated clerk> Uneducated clerk

* Reliable source>uncited source

48
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Tip

Use colors to indicate

record strength

‘ Possibly Acceptable Good Excellent

Name (and variant | Dates
Souc examined | Place | Relevant Record Notes
Bt second Jan1850 | mm
Onginal 10 Jane 1915
Mazon, Deathrecord may contain the
Etfnghan, armes of William Horey Brown
Death record Wiiam Honry Brovwn | _after1900 | Timois parents
Mariage record may contain the
Willisen Henry Brown Clay City, names of Brown:
Marisgs ecord nd Exvana 25 Dec 1576 | Clar, Tinoie

Chester Brown/Willam Determnine place and approdmate

1900 Usited States Federal Census [vear of birth to help-

1550 Urited States Federal Census
(3 ¢ comm)
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Draw a Conclusion

Know When to Stop

* Set Limits

* Stay Organized

e Trust Your Research

* Be Creative, Not Crazy

* Set Realistic Goals

53

Create a Research Summary

‘TIWO GENERATIONS OFF JONATHAN' ROVLEY: Hom Abigal Rovley; 1767, dan of sachar N Lobazon.
ANEDWARDFULLERLDE o8 Cammicaiel, sud remeves to Delowase Co, MY, md died

OBECTIVE

GENEALOGICAL SABLARY

Dasiel
Eevoliion 2 New Yotk
(718151, ma ted B souces s e Torton, Adsige, ma Blis
malogies T pplicaion dentified th fllowing generaons:

Mg Mamori,mdictes tha Ml e in Staton, Connectict s
1760 waen be moved wi 4 Sha to Ridmond Deishie Comn,

170
No probae for Mictk Modge has been oumd 2 20 land recerds
denifying i

RESEARCHSTAMARY|

K18 Mutge, Momorigs Seing a Gensalogical Biographical end Hisorical
ccoun of o N of Nadge x America from 135 10 1863 (Bosiom, 1455,
55.85, st fllowag pertent omnation ahout Mica and B i

e

54
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Research Summary

* Address anomalies or * Clearly stated Objective
mistakes in the research . .
rocess * Recognition of Earlier
P Scholarship (Correct or
* Suggest Alternative Incorrect)
Possibiliti
OSSIDTIHES * Research Summary
* Conclusion — What did you find?
* Provide a Genealogical — What didn't you find?
Summary
55

Finalizing the Steps

1. Organize

2. Define your objective

3. List records that will aid in your
research

4. Find the resources

5. Research

6. Analyze and make your conclusions

56

QUESTIONS?
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Activity
Part 1

Let’s Make a Plan

TWELETH CENSU ED ¢
SCHEDULE No. 1.—POPULATION.

1900 US Federal Census, Reading, Mass.

59

Objectives

* Obtain the birth record of Annie ( ) Ellis of
Reading, Massachusetts

o We know:
— Born in Canada circa 1844

— First enumerated in the 1900 US Federal Census in
Reading, Massachusetts.

60
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Remember the Steps
1. Organize

2. Define your objective

3. List records that will aid in your
research

4. Find the resources

5. Research

6. Analyze and make your conclusions

61

Set up your research log

62

Expanding your search

Neighbors of
Neighbors

Associates of
Associates

Neighbors and
Associates

63
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F.A.N

* Family
— Who are the other family members listed with
Annie?

— What records for the family members could help to
determine maiden name?

— Update your Research Log with these records.

64

What will help us find what we are looking for?

Information

Search These Records First [Then Search These Records
INeeded
lage (Census, Vital Records, Cemeteries Military Records, Taxation
Birth date and
ital Records (Cemeteries, Newspapers, Census

blace
ICountry of Military Records, Vital Records,

ountry o Naturalization Records, Vital Records, Census. \litary Records, Vital Records,
foreign birth Newspapers
Death date ital Records, Cemeteries, Probate Records, Newspapers, Bible Records, Military
land place Newspapers Records
Foreign birth  \Vital Records, Published Genealogies, Biographies, ital Records, Newspapers, History,
location Naturalization, Immigration, Census Emigration and Immigration
Immigration
o g (Census, Immigration, Naturalization Newspapers, Biographies

ate

(Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate

Maiden name  |Vital Records, Newspapers
Records

Marriage date ICemeteries, Military Records, Probate

ital Records, Census, Newspapers

land place Records, Naturalization, Land
Parents' ital Records, Census, Probate Records, Newspapers,
Emigration
names Published Genealogies
Places famil
has lived y (Census, Land, Local Histories, Directories Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries
as live

65

Group Work Review
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William Ellis

‘COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Witp, ETUEN oF A pEATH
rore wawe A Nellcine @l

pue ot oune... Acacusiy Alpad:
e LJ:Kzu«M}Z 1047509 v 66

e ated s, s

ALL NAMES TO BE iN FULL

e e
S e
B - v o

11,0 insaies A lele

A doitin |

Aalrrsr ‘y-:.,m:.r-t
Ko i 1F oo Mttty |

I GUT Wit TR T

S Y

, 1904

67

George EII|s
- . R —— o —

34 .
MARRIAGES REGISTERED inthe  ¢hwne  of for the Vear cighten hundred and iney-£0vet
I = BN e el T P ey e pe—
Wi I e e Bl i P e T e e
7 Lt o 0 /Au A sty | 25 | oitn. | St Pt e i s
Mgl fehiatiz & flar | 36 Dt | b 2. z 9
1 it et e 4“/’:4“«/“4“ e Leual I -
Honidi -t 3 4.7 ;..(‘,« Fost
it 1yl ot 1] b L
e i Lt

Mo 97\ mivcsine | ol Rt r&aw/&‘_— Lrue
Vot Z

e (2) Bl Yl k7 )

s Ml 8 oA fl S G G| S0 gt Sy i - L
= e et Gt i Vit |19 A g ST i A
0 My o g 2l Rt i |61 il ;.,;..wa ity 5o f e | B
et Exmy s Grani vy By S8 vy > 5l ! o P

7 iy s

68

Alfred W. Ellis

MARRIAGES REGISTERED in the Jo-r React. for the year Nincteen Hun

69
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Charles Edward Ellis

[ —— —

16 eacn

MARRIA STERED in the hevnes  of %%

for the Vear Nincteen Hundred and 4744

Diller Ratone ‘ Sl Beel
Dt s ‘

oueas

e s

Charles Ellis marriag

70

Update your research log

Name and variant
Source =pellings)

e may have emared
s
v Els- desthraoond Ao Btz 1000195 | Mssssohusens | cou 01, maidenname
1608 desth recordbith plce|
il Ells- deathrecord illam Ells 100145 | Massachusets ves wie'sname s ot isted name
o7 Framage Tecera Wsther
lsted 32 A it it
(George Elis: mariage reocnd George Elis 1090900 _| Msssschuzens ves NovaSestia ey proide the maiden narne of Annie ___)Ells
The death ecard For Gearge E1s sy prowde e
) George Elis tosrs | Mssaohusens | cna wa
ie:bith place i Canads
e i marisge record Aneagiis 1000620 | Msssschuzens e Seoti may provids the miden name of e Eli
e st e Tor e ENE oy prowide T ke
Aed i death eoord Anedgs 1500180 | Massaohusens | cna [ name ot i mather.
listed 52 Ann hite it
(Chates Elis: marisge recerd Chates Eis 190025 | Massachuses ves th.Hiova Seat providethe maidennameaf fnnie (__)Elis
The i e Tor Chale I sy provide T
(Chares Bl e st record Chares Elis 10002 | Misssohusens | chL wa i
The mariage record of ey ENls andis unknown wie
ey Ells- mariag record HemyElls 1000930 | Msssaohuseus | chiL [ may provide the maiden name of e __Ells
“The deathrecoraTor Henmy ETs may prows e marden
HonnyEls- deathreoord Hey Elis 1000983 | Massaohusets | chL s nameof is mother.

71

QUESTIONS?
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