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Federal Awards

Eligibility

Road Map

Process New England

« Application New York War of 1812

e Warrant Mid-Atlantic Mexican and Indian
* Patent The Carolinasand | Wars

The Land Georgia
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But first, some

background

History of Bounty Land
 European Wars w

* King Philips War 7 et
— Buxton, Maine
— Westminster, MA
— Ambherst, NH
— Greenwich, MA e
— Manchester, NH 5 N/ o
— Templeton, MA Solge
— Gorham, ME = e

* King William's War expeditions to Quebec
— Ashburnham
— Winchendon
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* Colonies:
— New Hampshire
— Rhode Island
— New Jersey
— Delaware
— Connecticut

* Independent

— Vermont republic

First the Promise

To enlistees in the Continental Army:

That Congress make provision for granting lands, in
the following proportions: to the officers and soldiers
who shall so engage in the service, and continue
therein to the close of the war, or until discharged by
Congress, and to the representatives of such officers
and soldiers as shall be slain by the enemy

Congressional Act of 16 September 1776
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Then the Land

3.1783

INITED STATES

LOC, Robertson, “The thirteen original states, 1783,” 1898

12/7/2023

10

Land Claimed by Virginia Land Claimed by New York

Charles O. Paulin, Atlas of Historical Geography of the United States, 1932

11

Key to Federal Bounty Land:

Northwest Territory

* 1780 - Continental Congress
declares Northwest Territory is
public land.

* 1785 - Land Ordinance to
managed ceded land;
beginning of cash-entry for
federal lands

1787 - Plan for creating states
in the NW Territory

1797 - Formation of United
States Military District - Ohio

12
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Acts Authorizing
Bounty Land Warrants

* Bounty Land Acts 1788, 1803, 1806, 1850, 1855.
— These acts awarded land for service

— 1788 allowed soldiers to sell/assign their award to
someone else

— Information about land received under these acts
often combined in Revolutionary War pension
files, if applicable

12/7/2023

13
New Survey System
Public Land Survey System
(PLSS)
+" 5 =4 L

S
the section into aliquot parts and the
fractional division into government lots.

14

Eligibility and Process
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Did Your Ancestor Serve?

1775-1783
1812-1815
1846-1848
1861-1865

1848-1881 1898

REV WAR
WAR 1812
MEX WAR
CIVILWAR

SPANISH/AMERICAN

12/7/2023

o __og _ope
Eligibility
* Unit: Continental line
* Rank: Soldier or non-commissioned officer
* Duration: Minimum three years of service
* Assignment Allowed: No
* State Application Allowed: Yes
Amount by Rank
Colonel 500 acres
Lieutenant Colonel 450 acres
Major 400 acres
Captain 300 acres
Lieutenant 200 acres
Ensign 150 acres
Private 100 acres
Resolution: 16 September 1776
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Process Generated Paper

» Steps

fesiesten M

» Federal Agencies

— Secretary of War reviewed applications and issued
warrants

— Treasury Department supervised selection of land and
issued patents
« State Agencies
— Unique to state

12/7/2023

19

Application

* Serviceman submitted affidavits from
commanding officers or fellow soldiers

* Submitted discharge papers

* If soldier died during service, heirs could file with
documentation that they were legal heirs of the
deceased

20

Warrant Authorizing a Survey

¢ Warrants issued — date of
issuance, name and rank of
veteran, state from which
he enlisted

* Usually the state picked
the land; Virginia allowed
the soldier to choose

Virginia Warrant for William Rice 1783, land in Kentucky

21
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Survey - 1793
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22

Location

istration - Land Offce Index ~ Gazelteer

Gazetteer of Early Kentucky Locations

Highight

o (Pippa Passes) Knott

y
n Croek, Highland Croek
ng's Staton (aka Col. Joh

Glark Co, IN; 18 mi below Louisvile, Jeflrson

go & Asbu

Bayou de Chien a.ka Bayou Deshe e
aka Bayou Deshaine

Bgyg Fork of Barren River (Military Allen
District)

23

A

https://viewer.nationalmap.gov/advanced-viewer/

24
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Patent 1803
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25
Assignment
* If soldier with a warrant could not take up
residence, he sold the warrant for cash
* Rules varied by state and over time
* Federal warrants could be assigned beginning in
1788
26

Finding that Paper
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Disaster — 14,000+ Records Lost

Print published 14 Oct 1814 by G. Thompson showing Washington, DC under attack

28

Finding Federal Applications and

Warrants

* Destroyed bounty application files have been replaced
by cards
— Name of veteran, rank, unit, warrant number, numbers
of acres granted, date issued, assignee

¢ National Archives (NARA)
— Applications: M804 Revolutionary War Pension and
Bounty Land Warrant Application Files 1800-1900
— Warrants: M829 Revolutionary War Bounty Land
Warrants Used in the U.S. Military District of Ohio and
Related Papers

29

Bl i

=Myt e BT Qo gy b

30
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The Land

12/7/2023

Military Bounty Land

Charles Paullin: Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States, Washington DC and New York: 1932.

32

el * First warrant for federal
. OHIO LANDS BOOK bounty land issued in 1783

~ £ .
~ « Butthe Military District of

Ohio wasn't authorized until
1796

33
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US Military District

Symmes
Purchase

1. Michigan Survey 10.Virginia Military District
2.Congress Lands (1820) 1. Congress Lands
3.Firelands 12.French Grant

4, Connecticut Western Reserve 13, Ohio Company Purchase
5.Congress Lands (1819) 14.Donation Tract

6. Congress Lancis 1s.

8.Betwe en the Miamis 17. Refug
9.Symmes' Purchase

12/7/2023

Ohio Land Grants Ohio State Archives

Road Map

Federal Awards
Eligibility State Awards

Process New England
* Application New York War of 1812
* Warrant Mid-Atlantic Mexican and Indian

* Patent The Carolinasand | Wars
The Land Georgia

35

New England
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Massachusetts

First authorized Bounty Land: 5 March 1801

Eligibility
— Same as federal
— Additional criterion: No Double Dipping: could
not take federal bounty land
* First warrant for Mars Hill in Aroostook County

* Second allotment of land in Maine enabled in
1833

12/7/2023

37

Mars Hill

e

38

Finding Your Patriot

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War
Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State
Governments (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical
Publishing Co., 1996)

Morse, John. Mass. Sergeant. 10 Sep.
1832. 200 acres to heirs.

Bockstruck’s book is on Ancestry as “Revolutionary War Bounty Land
Grants”

39
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FamiyTree Search Memories indexing Activies
Faméy Tree  Geneaiogles | Catalop  Bosks Wikl
4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Massachusetts, land deeds, 1791-1884
are Manuseript/Manuscriot on Dighal Images.

Engisn

Sait Lake Gity, Utah : Digitized by FamilySearch
Internationsl,

Notes
Olgita images of sriginais: haused at the Maina State Archives, Augusta, Malne.

iew this catalog recard in WorldCat for ather possible <opy locations @
Subjects

Locality Subjects
Unites States, Massachusetts - Land and property

Filr/Digital Notes

Lang deeds, revolutionary wer sokdiers, Massachuselts, Mars Hil, ook 1, 18291884

Land office ian deects. Massachusetts. Banzor. Hamoden. Hermon. Newsuro. baok 1

Q@®a

@ PRINT [ Catalog Print List (0)

‘Add to Prink Uist

Collection/Shell  Film 0GS  Format
United States &

Canada Digital

Unites States &

ses60%0 @

Family Search —“Massachusetts, land deeds, 1791-1884"

40

Geo. W G

41

Home  Abour  FAQs My Account

Search
Enter search terms:
ianbook| Search
Advanced search
Notty mé v emallor BSS

Browse
State Agencies

Subjeets

Contributors

DigitalMaine Repository

For Agency Library, Maine State Archives and community
FAGs . Together, we. h

o Docranes im government, and sharing the staries of the peaple and places of the Pine Tree State.

Featured Links

Maine Governmant

Maine State Library Browse Collections
Maine State Agencies

izt ot Collections from Maine ] iml )

digitalmaine.co

42
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Plan of Mars Hill Township

As Located and Lotted by Order of the General Court of Massachusetts for the Soldiers of the late
Continental Army, who enlisted for, during the War, as a part of this State's quota of said Army
(1804). https://digitalmaine.com/planbook_2/57/

12/7/2023

43

Maine
* First authorized - 17 March 1835
* Eligibility
— Same as federal

— Additional criteria: Currently living in Maine and
enlisted from Massachusetts or Maine

* Land assigned by lottery

44

Soldier

Me. 14 Sep
s 10 widow Hannah

* Finding the Name

* Finding the Warrant seae or waes
— “Maine Revolutionary ~ —=—-— - /..
War Bounty Land -
Applications, 1835-1838,”
Family Search

45
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Certificate and Assignment

Land Assignment

12/7/2023
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Digital Maine Repository

47

New York
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* Eligibility
— Same as federal
— Notable deviation: Min Acres - 500

New York

* Authorizing Act: 20 March 1783

* Distributed via Balloting Box

12/7/2023

49

History of Tioga, Chemung, Tompkins and Schuyler counties, New York, p. 18, Archive.org

50
Military Tract Townships

1. Lysander 11. Romulus 21. Hector
2. Hannibal 12. Scipio 22. Ulysses
3. Cato 13. Sempronius ~ 23. Dryden
4. Brutus 14. Tully 24. Virgil
5. Camillus 15. Fabius 25. Cincinnatus
6. Cicero 16. Ovid 26. Junius
7. Manlius 17. Milton 27. Galen
8. Aurelius 18. Locke 28. Sterling
9. Marcellus 19. Horace
10. Pompey 20. Solon

51
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Example

* Nicholas Hudgall - served in the 274 New York
Regiment

* Served 1778-1782 — name spelled Hudsel, Hudsal,
Hudsler

Hudgall, Nicholas. N. Y. Private. 8 Jul.
1790. 600 acres.

12/7/2023

52

Balloting Book

:COND NEW-YORK REGIMENT.

NAMES AND RA! Companies. (11| Lots. | Acres. \ Date
S O T | 1790,
Hudgall, Nicholas. private, Hollett | 16 | 4 | 600, July 8.
Havalash. Michael, do. T5~[T00[ 000 Hhrky-5-
Harris, Henry.  do. “« 22 | 46 | 600 July 8.
Hill, Thomas, do. - [Walker 3| 17 | 500 July 8.
Holmes, Thomas, ~ do. “ 22 | 56 | €00| July 6.
Howe, John, do. - «“ 13 | 38 | 500 July 8.
Haring, Jacob,  do. « 5 | 28 | 600) lJuly 8.
T 2 Rl IR EERN o | a4 | ann! Inlv 8

53

Patents

BOOK OF DELIVERY

oF

PATENTS FOR LANDS 1IN THE MILITARY TRACT.

———

[— Potent t0 whom delicered.
TLUDUCIL, JUMLIL, CISIGH, © ¢ John Blanchard’s order.
Huntley, Thomas,- - - - - « Eliphalet S
Haltzzapple, Zachariah, - « William J. Vredenburg,
Horsford, Joseph, - - - - - Silas Pepoon. '
Hanmer, Francis, lieutenant, « Himself.
Humphrey, Alexander, 2d regt.- ¢ Samuel B. Isaacs.
Hudgall, Nicholas, do.-+++ & Thomas Rosell. .

54
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Mid-Atlantic

12/7/2023

Pennsylvania
* Authorizing Act: 7 March 1780
* Eligibility
— Same as federal
— Additional criterion: Prisoners of war

* Used a lottery wheel to assign

56

A pioneer outline history of northwestern Pennsylvania: Hathitrust.org

MAP - |

DONATION LANDS

PENNSYLYANIA

57
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Finding Your Pennsylvania Patriot

RG-17
Records of the Land Office
DONATION LAND REGISTER, [ca.1794]. {series #17.174}

*Images of Each Register Page*

 Donation Land register includes a patent index and related lists conceming the Donation Land program, bound together witk
‘omation concerning the Donation Land Lottery held on Decernber 20, 1794, This is the register currently in use for
lentifying records of individual land tracts. The volume contains eight distinet sections, namely:

* Numerical Listing of Dopation Land Tracts

+ Listing of Vetcrans Entited to Land

* Listing of Claimants in District 10 Whose Tracts were Found to be in New York

+ Listing of Lots Found 1o be Pacly in Pennsylvania and Pactly in New Yogk

* Listing of Lots Drawn for Widows and Children

* Listing of the Nomes of Individuals Entted to Donation Lands *For Whom here was No Number in the Wheel®

58

(gt f elodsfoe fe !
es /37.] Z{,—li‘u,’n f',u;,' «é:‘/z.-aa'ﬁ.t. )
R ZIIeY 914 N

! AT

Alphabetical Surname List of Donation Land Register

59

o tes mas € GF FGgo

Listing by Lot Number

60
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g JRedurned Feb. 1
C R A W E —9 R

WhtiaM POWER,

“Suzveyed by
BENJANNY LODGE
Returned Fav:3, 1756,

12/7/2023

61

Maryland
* Authorized: 31 October 1777
* Eligibility
— Same as federal
— Difference of note: Minimum award was 50 acres

62

Maryland - They Went Where?

Hurst, Samuel. Md. Private. - .30
acres.

* Maryland State Archives — Land Office Lots
Westward of Fort Cumberland

* Digital Images online

63
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64

Library of Congress - Military Lots, Tracts, Escheats, etc,, Garret and Alleghany Counties, Maryland

65

Virginia
¢ Authorized: 22 June 1779
* First award: first warrant was issued in 1782
« Eligibility
— Same as federal

— Additional criterion: State line soldiers eligible

* Process
— Soldier applied for a certificate which verified his
eligibility
— Certificate exchanged for a warrant

66
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Application and Certificate

Craddock, Henry. Va. Sergeant. 19 Mar.
1783. 200 acres.

Craddock, John. N.C. Captain. 2§
1784. 3840 acres.

Craddock, Robert. Va. Licutenan
1783. 2666 2/3 acres.

67

Land in Ohio and Kentucky

Soldier could take his certificate and apply for a
survey warrant in either Kentucky or later, Ohio.

Ohio Land not available until 1796

Cont. Li re. | Mch. 11, '83
46 | Licutenant .[Vy Cont. Line....|3 yrs. | Mch. 20, '83
661 | Lieutenant .(va. Cont. Line....|3yrs. | Mch. 20, '83
) | Sergeant . ..|Va. Cont. Line....|3yrs. | Mch. 20, '83
00 | Private . . ..|va Cont. Line....|3 yrs. | Mch. 24. 83

From Samuel Wilson’s Catalogue based on Kentucky
State Land Office Records

If a person appears in Bockstruck’s book, but not in
Wilson’s book, then the land is in Ohio

68

arme. Format the complete name by st heying th

eteran's surmame thens his given (frs)

5. e youw allves
s must be enfered., Use % as the fourth character, f necessary

4,627, To saarch by warrant rumber, ey the entie o
fortwom
cormesponds o the veterar's name you are searching,

. Example: Warrant A1 musst bo keyed 35 0001 Information
by the land office, Simply select the number that

Sewen | Resot

69

12/7/2023
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Kentucky:gov  Agencies

v Administration = %

Secretary of State | Administration /| Land Office / Military Registers & Land Records

Revolutionary War Warrants ~

Page1

Warrant  Veteran
0189.0 Craddock, Henry
0187.0 Craddock, Robert

Ancther Query

Landoffice | il

Detailed Information About
Craddock, Henry

o890

VetsranKame Cradgach, Henry
Keres 00 Vears
it winental Line

Branch Date

Authorized

Note

Land-Office Military ‘Warrant, No, /2
%4 the principal SURVETOR of the Land, fot apart for the Offcers avd Soliiers of the
Cimpontwealth of Virginia.
T:ISIS fhalt b¥ yout WARRANT te furvey and lay oF ia cnc or more
urvey:

4 fuc sy B o ol o A

bis Heirs or Affigns s the Quititley of  5rew  Arecre .
P 2 P
Keres of Laol doe anto the 58 477 v/
3 4 / 3
n confiduration of Bervices Yot " 7hr e (Fooers dsh i rm il R
o 4 119 riveiae— Coridiaragtnd Lever /

agreeably ta 1’ Ciniificate from the Gevernor

GIVEN uner my Handy'sm 615 Sl O
Cris ik i the Year Oue Thos i §% -y

\

72
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73

Gazetteer of Kentucky Places

0426.0)

Gallup Lawrence
Garrison Creek McCracken
Gasper River Warren

Gateway Community & Technical College (Covingtan, Edgewood :
& Highland Heignts) fo

General George Rogers Clark's Grant (aka Glark's Grant) 150,000a tract in Incitana; Clark; Floyd; Scott
George Clark's Station fresettied in 1789 by Geore Lewis;

http://web.sos.ky.gov/land/gazetteer.aspx

74

Carolinas and Georgia
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North Carolina

* First Act: 16 April 1780 for 200 acres, soon
increased to 640 acres

e First Warrant: 1783

* Eligibility
— Same as federal
— Additional criterion: non-assignable

76

NC Survey Order

Newton, Stephen. N.C.A Private. 3
1785. 274 acres. 2SR
T

AL

-M,’.;,” e AL gtizogtop
Hras M oS L R Ccatraer

77
Location of the Land - Tennessee
Land Registers
b 2
tﬂgf,'/}ﬁﬂléﬁ
S:\“./T/. Lo §
\: 7/4,1»}‘3 g Dot ./,77,,,,{'_,/,
(Bopans = 2 / | | Honbiany
oot SIS Br e Por /4 =
P e
78

26
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South Carolina
¢ Authorized: 1778

* Eligibility

— Same as federal

79

Finding the SC Records

Gunter, Henry. S.C. Soldier. 2 May 1785.
200 acres.

Record and Image Search

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov

80

Gunter, Henry, Plat For 200 Acres On Branch Of Rocky River, Ninaty Six District, Surveyed By John Martin. Date: 1/13/1785 &=
Peaplein this record
Gunter, Henry

Andersan, Mary; Martin, Jehn

Topics in this record

“||  Record details:
Date: 1113/1785

Series: State Plat Books (Charleston Serles) (5213190)
Document Type: Plat

mages: Available at SCDAH building or by order See How (o search menu.
identifiers:
hives [D: Serles: 5213190 Volume: 0013 Page: 00214 Item: 001

www.archivesindex.sc.gov

81
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Ao o o A F

-J./ >
% 59 s il

cres On Branch Of Rocky River, Ninety Six D , Surveyed By John Martin.

82

South Carolina Districts — 1775 to 1784

Ninety-Six
Bisdict

.
Hinoty i
Vo

Georgetown
District

Charleston
District

—— - District Boundary.
® - Distict Seat

Chartoston
Mame Shortened in 1783)

A ]

Carolana.com

83

Georgia

* Authorized: Act of 25 February 1784

* Warrants: All issued before 22 February 1786

- Eligibility
— Unit:

1. Continental Line

2. Service as Minute Battalion and non-resident of Georgia at
time of enlistment

3. Short term militia

4. Georgia residents who fled the state and served in North or
South Carolina

5. Georgia citizen who remained loyal to the cause for the
entire conflict

6. British deserters

84
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INDIAN LAND CESSIONS

85
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() SRoIiAatetis VIRTUAL VAULT

Pacortn 11 8 4 B

vault.georgiaarchives.
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Georgia Vault - Bounty Land Certificates

12/7/2023

.

| "/%z% LR
Gengis, = !

L °""'"=“’;E"“"'m."‘ e

m =t n....a,m

 Taking efpecial Care that the fime has not heretofore been

' Jaid out to any Perfon or Perfons: And you arc hercby alfo

dircéted und required to record the Plat of the fame in_your
Offie, and wanfnie & Copy ol togecher with i Wer-

1, o the Genel, within thyse Months
,En:. Given my Hand, this &7 .,-? -l
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Family Search - Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records

Federal Awards

Eligibility State Awards

Process New England Other Bounty
 Application New York War of 1812

¢ Warrant Mid-Atlantic Mexican and Indian
* Patent The Carolinasand | Wars

The Land Georgia
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Did Your Ancestor Serve?

BIRTH YEARS | BATTLE YEARS

1775-1783 REV WAR
1812-1815 WAR 1812
1846-1848 MEX WAR
1861-1865 CIVIL WAR
1898 SPANISH/AMERICAN

12/7/2023
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War of 1812 Bounty Land

Located in present day states of Arkansas, Illinois
and Missouri (Michigan was planned but not
fulfilled)

First and Second Acts: 24 December 1811 and 11
January 1812 for 160 acres for soldiers and non-
commissioned officers

Act of 10 December 1814
— Provisions for soldiers enlisting after 1814
— 320 acres of land

92

Finding the 1812 Warrant

NARA Publication

— War of 1812 Military Bounty Land Warrants, 1815-
1858 (M848, 14 rolls)

Ancestry Database: “U.S., War Bounty Land
Warrants, 1789-1858” (includes M848 and M829
— Ohio Warrants)

Fold3 Database: “War of 1812 Military Bounty
Land Warrants, 1815”
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12/7/2023

Hamptons of Arkansas

* In the 1850’ lived in Bateau Meto Arkansas on the

eastern plains.
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+ Did a Hampton receive Bounty Land in Arkansas
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Ancestry War Bounty Database
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Finding the Land at BLM
|
96
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BLM Results
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e [ o [ [aa] it | vt | o e ]
0 [E] BENNET, JAMES, 11/27/1820 22567 AR SthPM 001N - 004W  SWi 2 Prairie
[ BENNET, JAMES
01 [E] HAMPTON, WILLIAM, 11/27/1820 | 22607 AR SthPM 001N - 004W  SEY 2 Prairie
[ HAMPTON, WILLIAM
AR2040 301 |[E] HAMPTON, WILLIAM, 11/27/1820 | 22607 AR
HAMPTON, WILLIAM
=2 AR3020 313 | [E] EVANS, ANN, 1/21/1830 26242 AR
T CRETY, SR B T PRI Ie o OISO WS B
- 05[] INMAN, ABEDNIGO W §/1/1839 21459 IN  2ndPM O0IN-004W  SEWSWY 26 Dubois
Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots Sec. # | County
Sth PM 001N - 004W | SEVa 26 Prairie
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Section Township Range

Q_ Search places

Drawing labels... Section26 = Township 1 North, Range 4 West | 5th Principal Meridian ~Prairie,
! s Ll
[

Drawing Tools

Share Map

7
2021 . 2km 1 | Termsof Use

Find parcel: ~section & 26 Township: 1 North 3 Range: 4 West 3 PM.  <any> & Siate

Arkansas & GOt

https://www.randymajors.org/townshi
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Later Bounty Land Acts

27 July 1842 - Could use 1812 warrant for land outside of the
three areas set aside

11 February 1847 - for one year’s service in Mexican War, 160
acres

28 September 1850 — War of 1812 and Indian Wars
— Nine months of service — 160 acres
— Four months of service — 80 acres
— One month of service - 40 acres

¢ 22 March 1852 - Removes restriction on assignment for all
warrants

* 3 March 1855 - Extended land benefits to groups previously not
covered
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Summary

100

Key Points

* Your Revolutionary War Ancestor may have been
awarded land from the new Federal Government or
from the state where his regiment was raised.

* Federal land was located in central Ohio
— Find your soldier in NARA microfilm

Each state had their own rules for bounty land

— Find your soldier in Lloyd Bockstruck’s book first, then
go looking for the paperwork and the land

* Later bounty land warrants that were patented are at
the Bureau of Land Management
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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