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Land Records

Land transfers
Acquisition Disposition
¢ Grant e Assignment
* Deed * Deed
* Quitclaim * Quitclaim
* Will - inheritance * Will - bequeathment
* Division/partition * Division/partition
* Escheatment

Jurisdiction Levels
[ I
« Nation to person(s)
J
« Colony/state to person(s)
CO'OHY/ « Town to person(s)
State « Colony/state to proprietor(s) to
person(s) Y,
=
Cou nty « Person(s) to person(s)
J
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Where do we find
info on locations?

[APPENDIX TO CHAPTER VIL]
LIST OF SETTLERS IN FAYETTE

GREENE, WASHINGTON & WESTMORELAND COUNTIES,
IN 1772

ﬂlﬁ Maps, atlases, gazetteers

COPIED FROX THE OFFICIAL ASSE:

ROLLS OF BEDTORD COUN

Websites

Local histories

e Boyaston.

The Monongahela of Old, or,
Historical Sketches of South-

§#  Sociological studies

M. western Pennsylvania to the
}  Year 1800 (1910)
“Home of the Pioneer, History of the Early Settlement %%
and Indian Wars of Western Virginia (1851)

Interactive Map of Pennsylvania County Formation History

1762

Perriytvaria swardsd Lradicton n nathesst
frotfly conschdnted urtl 1785 bocause o shfe
avecland Hles), Weslmarsand CT) shrmsted.

MapofUS.org

8

Level 1

National
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United States of America

v

1763: End of
French &
Indian War

> 1783:
American
independence

v

1803:
Louisiana
Purchase

v

1821: Mexican|
independence

Smaller Colonies

Dutch
Colonization
1614-1664

Swedish
Colonization
16381655

Russian
Colonization
1784-1867

Tmages from FamilySearch.org/wiki

11

Spanish/Mexican
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Spanish claims

< B CANADA

* Florida(s)
— 1500s-1763
— 1783-1821
¢ Louisiana
Territory
— 1762-1800
Southwest
— 1500s-1821
Puerto Rico
— 1493-1898

13

Colonization Efforts

* Goal to expand Catholicism
— Sent Catholic priests and established missionaries
— Recruited Catholic populations like the Irish

 Attracted persecuted peoples
— Scotch-Irish
— Loyalists

* Generally, established by headright grants or land grants:
— Pay own passage
— Maintain property or provide a service to crown: military
service, building/managing grist mills, raising cattle, etc.

14

Louisiana Territory

-Grants like headrights
Florida
-Headright t;
eadright grants —

-Memorials & e

New Mexico Territory

-Pueblo grants
-Presidio grants

Texas & California

U.S. Private Land Claims

I

15
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Where do you find records?

¢ Archivo General de Indias (Archives of the Indies)

* Florida State Archives- Spanish Land Grant Archives/Files

* Louisiana State Museum Library

* New Orleans Public Library

* Louisiana State Library

* Louisiana Notarial Archives

 Family History Library

* Many more, see handout

16

Mexican claims

1821 - Independence from Spain

Provinces:

— West = California (and AZ)
— North = New Mexico (and NV, CO, UT)

— East = Texas (and OK, KS, WY)
1835-1845 — Republic of Texas

1848 - Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

1854 — Gadsden Purchase

17

California

-Ranchos
-Pueblos

-Presidios

Texas

-Headright/empresario
grants

-By petition

U.S. Private Land Claims

I

18
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French claims
* Louisiana Territory \-\ .
— 1699-1762 q‘.\

— 1800-1803 | A
states, parts of NY and PA) ; k_\
mmqmdmw:: o

¢ Canada (included Midwest
— 1535-1763 I‘mimdmimagiml.nnsiu;uhnl\hem

20

Colonization Efforts

* Goal to expand fur and mineral trade.
— Established trading posts
— Voyageurs networked with and married into local tribes

* Brought over:
— 1717 French convicts, mostly debtors
— 1717 African and Caribbean slaves
— 1740s German and Alsace-Lorraine colonists
— 1770s-1780s Acadians

* Crown granted charters to Land Companies or
individuals:
— Seigneuries

21
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we SMissouri

Louisiana Territory

-Grants like headrights
-Ribbon farms
Canada
-Concessions rerrT—
-Seigneuries [ttt toty it

e il D

|

22

Where do you find records?

* French unconcerned with organizing and preserving
records so mostly learned through Spanish claims

* Superior Council Records- land suits, inventories of
property, leases, mortgages, as well as marriage
contracts and civil suits (several repositories including
the FamilySearch Library)

* Notarial Records- contain a variety of records but
many Louisiana records removed by soldiers during
Civil War

* See handout for specifics

23
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British claims

Area east of

Appalachian

Mountains
— 1607-1783

Area east of the
Mississippi River
(not New Orleans)
— 1763-1783
East and West Florida
— 1763-1783
Oregon Country
— 1778/1818-1846

12/6/2023

25
Colonization Efforts
* Reasons: G -
= Uhe Thirteen
Make money é@%mg}
— Compete with other P
European powers (W //5 ;
. . e
— Religious freedom S
¢ Recruited:
— Middle-class
— Convicts and slaves
— Immigrants from other
countries
26
Legal Process
. Charter
Council
(Land Company)
el G Groups of Individual Grants
(General Court or Individuals :
Governor) (Proprietors) (Settlers)
Individuals
(Service to
Crown)
27
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28

WILLIAM VASSALL

OQRIGIN: London
MIGRATION: 1630

FIRST RESIDENGE: Boston

REMOVES: Scituate 1635, England 1646, Barbados 1648

RETURN TRIPS: Returned to England in fall 1630 on the Lyon, and
back to New England 1635 on Blessing; returned to England on the
Supply

OCCUPATION: Merchant [Aspinwall 177},
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: About 1635 "Mris. Anna Vassail the wife of

{RGhR 80]. *Mr. Vassel joined" Scicuate church on 28 November 1636

[NEHGR 9:280].

FREEMAN: Took the oath of allegiance to the king, | February 16389

[PCR 1:110, 8:182]

EDUCATION: He made his mark 1 his will, but he signed his name

numerous times as & witness [Aspinwall 30, 71, 218). Vassall's surveying
2}

in [PCR 252).
OFFICES. Asistan, Massachusetts Bay Company, 23 March 1628/9),
11 May 1629, 13 May 1629, 20 October 1620 [MBCR 1:37, 39, 40, 60]
Committee to consider division of Ixnds, 5 March 16280 [MBCR 1:30]
Commiteee to resolve orders, 21 May 1620 [MBCR 1:44). Arbiter, 10
September 1620 [MBCR 1:51]. Present at a court of asiscants on the ¢ y : 5
 riela, 23 March 1629(/50] [MBCR 170} g - P it
Depuay. sber 1642 (PCR 246, Coundil of War, 27 Septemn.
ber 1642 (PCR 247). 1n Situate section of 1643 Plymouth Colony lis. At a Court of ssistant(_ held at New Plymoulh, the thirdof De-

e R i ca ai e cemb, in the iiif* Yeare of the Roigne of o Sowaigde Lord,
content 1 give the firse £50 o the plantadon, 50 as theis odber £50 Charles, by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, |France,

‘might go-on wholly 1o this new stock” [MBCR. 1:67). § Ieeland King, Defendor of the Fayth, §c.
Rev. John Lothrop listed "Mr. Vassell's" first among the houses built in
Scmcnin 1090 BIEEOR 1000 Brross Thom. Prince, geat., Goll, 3 den,
W= Bradford, John Atwood, &
Eds Winslow, Tohn Browne,

Geat,, AssistantC of the o gofims

General Court grants land

acrees of

NE handred & f
puided he take the oath of

e graunted vnto M" Vassell,

29

Federal
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States and Territories of the United gtates of America
August 7 1789 to May 26 1790

Pacific
Ocean

Ceded Occgwd’ Occupied
“bySpain,  pyUS,, bﬁi’&
1819 1819 1813

Gulf of Mexico

33
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Cash and Credit

Land Ordinance of 1785
— Survey Northwest Territory

Land Law of 1796
— Cash-entry requirements established

Land Law of 1800
— Credit allowances established

Land Law of 1820
— Credit abolished and cash payment required

.

.

Pre-emption Act of 1830
— Preemption rights for up to 160 acres at $1.25 each

34

Federal: Public Land

* Land surveyed then granted in lots by federal land
offices; “survey before settlement” policy

* Rectangular system

* 30 states

* 3 objectives:

— Raise revenues

— Compensate soldiers

— Encourage westward migration

35

Land Acquisition Process

«Through land office
« Payment or auction

«Cash
« Arrangements for credit

< ¢

* Authorization to survey by approved surveyor
«To ensure uniformity

*Recorded in land office township plat books
*Recorded in tract book by registrar

* Necessary proofs/testimonies
« Most genealogically useful

« Proof of patent approval
«Redeemable for patent

« Official title, first sale
« Completion of land acquisition process

. J L J L JL L J L _JL J

3
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U5, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR I by
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT; ral.Land/Office|Records

Sesrch Documents Reference Canter _ Suppert Sencn

e st bty st Finiel Jinniy

37

o

D’ 136,
“akdo, Dustel Delay, .

Acquiring lands from
Native American Nations

* Donations/Sales to colonial representatives
— Beginning 1633
— Need to clear title
— Right of Occupancy until 1682

¢ Treaties

— Colonists assumed Natives recognized crown owned

— Established perpetual reservations

39
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sy a6 10" of el 1677 ot r,,.{fr-a.m
B Bk

o of
s .f.fa\ ot
i e sefobod ol Gk

e
rom whch ki prest i e 1nd Egh pesc
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Indian deeds

40

United States

Westward

Expansion
ca. 17801840

ive land cessions

41

Distributing lands to

Native Americans
* Allotment
— Provided for displaced individuals
— 1830s-1934
— Plats, allotment schedules, tract books
— Bureau of Indian Affairs

 Scrip
— Select public lands in designated areas
— Issued through Congressional acts so at NARA

— Power of attorney, scrip certificates, testimonies,
assignments

42
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Allotments

12/6/2023

43

Level 2
Local distribution

From colony to individual

N B

Crown Crown Crown Crown
¥ ¥
Colony Colony (Colony) Colony
2 2
Town/Proprietors Proprietor(s)
2 2
Federal
government
4
Individual Individual Individual Individual

45
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State-land States

* Colony/state-controlled land grants/patents — not the
federal government

Federal Land States vs. State Land States

¢ 20 states

* Metes-and-bounds system

¢ Held at state archives

Metes and-Bounds Survey Method
g
e <
- e 35 A
> ]
N:‘ <
L 3
.
Usiog Lanamarks Lsing Comp

46

Colony/State
Government

Land Grant Process

« Through land office/county recorder
« Describes conditions

o Accept previous survey

« Recorded in land office

« Description and neighbors

« Official title, first sale
« Completion of land acquisition process

« Authorization to survey }

48
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gﬂ——.—l___%x

mc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Land-Records-Indices.aspx

49

State-land process

50

phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-

Online/Pages/lLand-Records-Indices.asox

| 3b. Resurveyed |

NG e st il |
Al

WS- 1\,.5‘\..._4,“_.“:
R e T o
e e s zm,:,,....,,n

5. Patent

-

R 2 03629 B
= P e

NCLandGrants.com

Archives.index.sc.gov

51
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Headrights

* To encourage settlement

* Gave set amount of acres to each person and those
transporting them

* Where:
— Virginia and Georgia
— Maryland and Carolinas briefly
— Florida
— Texas

12/6/2023

52

ParenT Book No. 1—Parr I1. 121

herine Shore, Jonas Shore, Willium Wood, Barasby _Richeson,
o X Miles Cooke, William Rider, Eward
Richa Evans, William Ridley, John Bennert,
Kichard Childs, Willism Barker, Rabere
clps, Charles White.

GEORGE READ, Genc, 2000 uay
2 Now. mo\s’.@ On the 5. side o
Peanketanke and W. side of Chiskyzke

Due for

Crecke, be the mout!

o
oberc Awly, John Felton,
in, John Broach, 1 Negro,
@ley, Charles Justion, Roger
. John Fryer, Richard Haward,

Francis Compion, Mr. George Reid,
Sackford Brewster. These make good &
patent_for ssid Geo Read dated 18
Oct. 1650, Mich. Gangrine, Tho.
Nightingale, Owen Hughs, John Parvin,
John Peitce, Jno. Humphrys, Jno;
Wilks, Edward Mason, Geo. Sith,
Fra. Batherp (or Bateers). Note: These
are’ assigned by Mr. Read to Edmd,
Kemp & are to make good a patent of
| 500 acres granted to him the 18th of
Oct. 1650. Test: R, Huberd.

e Ni
une

icholas Martian
1651,

Colony/State Land Records

— Include:

« Patents/grants, surveys, warrants, applications
« Bounty land

—  Where to look:

« Held by State Archives
« Microfilmed/digitized by Family History Library

54
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Unique Cases

* Texas
— 1836-1842 headrights
— General Land Office of Texas

* Hawaii
— Use distributed by royal families
— 1848 Royal Land Commission to distribute titles

55

56
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Process in New England

Council

General

Charter
Court

——————

Town/

. Individual
Proprietors

12/6/2023

58

Town Land Records

— Colony to town to person(s)

* Or person(s) to person(s) recorded by town

— Include:

o Deeds
« Mortgages
« Distribution lists

—  Where to look:

« Town meeting records; often published and/or filmed
« Town Clerk

59

Jxuutes, Love Istaxn 195

Signed sealed and delivered
in the presens of

ag
March the 11th Anno 1661

Hexwr Towssexo senior  This is a true coppy taken owld Towne Neck shall have t:
the X marl out of the originall by 4

of Caten Wrtenr Mee Namnaviers Dexrox

TroxAs Wess Clerk Clerck

Page 2}

June the 10th Anno 1681

ese presents may sertefy any one whome it may
consern that Whereas there was an agreement made
betwene Fulk Davis and his sonn Sumuell Davis both

Jemaica.

som Lan 0
unto the sayde Samuell
cnowne to themselys did
with mutueall consent and doe now
above written fully and freely agree that
bils e

theire owne without molestat

by the saide Samuell Davis before the third of November
aforesaide to this day. In confermation of the premises
wee doe this day and date above written set to our hands.
Agreede upon and subscribed before us.

Erss Dovenrr ULk X Davis
Naraaxiess, Destox i

marke
SaMUELL X Davis
is marke

d transaction in town records

60
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Family Tree  Search  Memories  Indexing

e Genesogies | Catalog Books  wid
Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
Refine yoursearch v @ PRINT [ Catalog Print List (0)
search by: Part of United States, Vermor
°

a
United States,

United stes
ifm m United States,
v

yrshrar United states, vermor

United States, Ver
United States, Ver

ates, Ver
United tates, vermor

ot g Sk ,/ PO
s Dpereuel L ar i 2as ecords

7 » ; o "
Ko - _é’j;, ':a‘_,m.. Fr ol R ade. v e verma o e o sorts (1)

e . Aoa Do e,
M.?Ziﬁ ot e R Y R
A How, Tanzat )Vm» ../,g.t./p..‘,.\.x.. " Toun Clerk

r3nte s Hhedist Ficherver. , Jopathann:t United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockinghar - Vital records
Fiarn clyrron, ogmetBy Jay i Salomer Goudiss

e il icr Accttars Gk,
s e S 2 Rty e

/ﬁxmwwmi,
lorstion SSap
7t iy

‘ cp’mm' s

Bt S,

G\:—R:\

,2;(./) vt Fa, :‘&ﬁ

#ie -ﬁM

Rockingham, Vermont D

62

Proprietors
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Proprietors

* What they did:
— Purchased property from the government
— Sold/leased/rented land to individuals

* What they owned/represented:
— Grant/patent
— Manors
— Land companies

* How recorded:
— Sales through the county
— Personal/corporate records

12/6/2023

64

65

NAME SURNAME DATE__LOT 8 T R_D REF-PAGE

Alanson Harriman 10Fa29 50 000610 D 507-0098

Darli: Conzo 12Fe23 41 000610 D 507-0098

Ashbel wWatrous 18Fa25 31 000610 D 507-0098

Manus Griswold 20Fe29 46 800610 D 507-0098

SacH e ety ok ALSI R TR
M jiend Suttns M. srzp

Sty

Private proprietor records

66
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Foieh L7l o 5 1 gy o syt |

by atts o) Gy ibusffp o i P sy 4&" bl fo fi3]

2633, - y«_,~ ek colia Sk, (‘. T 4T @30
Proprietor sale

67
Records for Non-owners
* Lease * Account books
* Rent books/rolls * Receipts
* Day books * Promissory notes
* Surveys * Taxes
68
T — e

et 4707 2=

1 ,'ﬂfy/ A

Iﬂ &Jﬂm nees (51

Examples of tenant documents

69
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Proprietor Records

- Include:

« Sale/reversion records
« Lease documents

—  Where to look:

« Corporate/personal holdings
« Manuscript collections of the landlord

« Deed books - county, colony, or state

70

County Land Records
F Person(s) to person(s) —‘
— Include:

« Deeds/Conveyances books
« Mortgages books (beginning in 1753)

——  Where to look:

« Held by county clerKs office
« Microfilmed/digitized by Family History Library

72

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 24



Virtual Fall Stay-at-Home 2023 12/6/2023

Ilinois Land and Property

THANK YOU!
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