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Meet today’s presenter

Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist 

of the Newbury Street Press
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• People of New Jersey
• Urbanization and suburbanization
• Records and Accessibility
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Voice of 
Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist
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20th-century New Jersey

• People of New Jersey
• Urbanization and Suburbanization
• People of New Jersey
• Urbanization and Suburbanization

Section 1: Context

• Naturalization records
• Vital records
• Church records

• Naturalization records
• Vital records
• Church records

Section 2: Researching the people of New Jersey

• Census records
• Directories
• Newspapers
• Property records

• Census records
• Directories
• Newspapers
• Property records

Section 3: Researching movement within New Jersey
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People of 
New Jersey
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Population
• 1900 – NJ ranked 16th

• 1900-1930 - population more than doubled

• 1910-2000 – smallest increases in 1930s and 
1970s, highest in 1920s and 1950s

• 2000 – NJ ranked 10th; most densely-populated

2020 2000  1970  1940  1910

U.S. Census Bureau, census.gov
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Foreign-born population

%Foreign‐
born

TotalYear

22.9431,8841,833,6691900

26660,7882,537,1671910

23.5742,4863,155,9001920

21850,0384,041,3341930

16.8699,3564,160,1651940

13.2635,0804,816,4351950

10.1615,4796,067,4121960

8.9634,8187,168,1431970

10.3757,8227,364,8231980

12.5966,6107,730,1881990

17.51,476,3278,414,3502000

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)

U.S. Census statistics

Class 4: New Jersey Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 8



Foreign-born origins

The People of New Jersey, New Jersey Historical Series (1965)

1

2
3

4

1

2

3

4

WhoWhen
German, Irish, English, Italian1900

German, Italian, Irish, Polish1910

Italian, German, Polish, Russian1920-
1940

Jewish1930s
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Incoming populations after 1924
WhoWhen
African Americans from South1920s-1980s
Puerto Ricans1944-1960s
Refugees – Hungarians, Cubans1950s-1963
Latinos, Indians, Filipinos, Polish1990s
15th in Blacks
7th in Hispanics
4th in Asians
2nd in Jewish and Muslim

2000

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)
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Racial diversity
NJSpotlightNews.org, 13 Aug. 2021.

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)

NJ Center for 
Health Statistics

The People of New Jersey (1965)KM0
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KM0 Is this formatted correctly?
Kathleen Mackenzie, 2023-12-11T19:16:50.569
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Black population

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)
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Urbanization to 
Suburbanization
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Urban versus Rural

U.S. Census Bureau, census.gov

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)

Class 4: New Jersey Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 15



• Urban manufacturing
– Singer Sewing Machine
– RCA radio/Victrola
– Western Electric

• Suburban factories

• Industrial laboratories
– AT&T

• Office buildings
– “Wealth Belt”
– Pharmaceutical
– Financial

Post-1970sPre-1970s

Leading Industries
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Transportation
• Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
– Bridges: Benjamin Franklin (1926) & George Washington 

(1931)
– Tunnels: Holland (1927) & Lincoln (1932)
– Airport: Newark (1928)
– Public transit: PATH (1907/1962) & NJ Transit (1979)

• Roads:
– New Jersey Turnpike (1951)
– Garden State Parkway (1950-55)
– Atlantic City Expressway (1962-65)
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Traffic & Transportation

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)

Cranmer, New Jersey 
in the Automobile Age 
(1964)
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Suburbs
• Cities declined and became the 

suburbs of larger cities

• Decentralized development
– Beyond city boundaries
– Beyond developed areas

• NJ suburbs still counted as 
urban areas

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)
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Planned
Communities
• Roebling (1905)

• Fairview (1919)

• Radburn (1929)

• Jersey Homestead 
(1933)

• Willingboro/Levittown 
(1958)

• Suburbs

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)
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QUESTIONS?
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Researching the
people of 

New Jersey
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Researching people
• Naturalization records

• Passenger lists

• Vital records

• Church records
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FamilySearch.org databases
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Key Records:
Immigration
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Naturalization Records
• Pre-1906 – courts of common pleas and quarter 

sessions

• 1906 – Comprehensive Naturalization Law

• Post-1906 – U.S. District Courts and Supreme Court

• District of New Jersey Terms:
– Trenton (1844)
– Newark (1911)
– Camden (1926)
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County Naturalization Records
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Declaration of 
Intention
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Petition for Citizenship
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Certificate of Naturalization
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Naturalization records from various counties
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3 New Jersey Terms
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Naturalization Records from U.S. District Court of NJ
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Naturalization/Repatriation
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Passport applications
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Passenger Lists
• NARA holds U.S. arrivals 1820-1982 (with gaps)

• USCIS has post-1982

• New Jersey:
– airplane arrivals, 1956-1969

• New York:
– Arrivals 1820-1967

• Philadelphia:
– Arrivals 1798-1962
– Departures 1917-1920 (crew), 1954-1965
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Differences as of 1907
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Passenger List
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Newark airplane lists
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Key Records:
Vital Records
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nj.gov/state/archives
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ReclaimTheRecords.org
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Births

LocationToFromRecords
NJ State Archives; can orderDec. 

1922
May 
1848

Births

NJ State Archives; onsite onlyDec. 
1923

Jan. 
1923

Births

NJ Department of Health; 
Genealogical Record

19431923Births

NJ Department of Health; 
Non‐Genealogical Record

Present1943Births

NJ State Archives on film onsite; 
index to 1929

19191848Delayed 
Births
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ReclaimTheRecords.org

Class 4: New Jersey Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



Geographical birth index
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NJSA Birth
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Order certificate from 
local or state vital records office
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Delayed birth 
Index
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Deaths

LocationToFromRecords
NJ State Archives; can orderDec. 

1940
May 
1848

Deaths

NJ State Archives; onsite only1963 1941Deaths
NJ Department of Health; 
Genealogical Record

19831941Deaths

NJ Department of Health; 
Non‐Genealogical Record

Present1983Deaths

NJ State Archives; onsite only19401878Stillbirths
NJ Department of HealthPresent1969Stillbirths
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NewJerseyDeathIndex.com
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Death index
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Death index
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NJSA Death certificate
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NJSA Death record
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Ordering through 
NJ Department of Health
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Marriages
LocationToFromRecords
NJ State Archives; can orderDec. 1940May 1848Marriages
NJ State Archives; onsite only1949 1941Marriages
NJ Department of Health; 
Genealogical Record

19731941Marriages

NJ Department of Health; 
Non‐Genealogical Record

Present1973Marriages

NJ Department of Health; 
Non‐Genealogical Record

Present2004Domestic 
partnerships

NJ Department of Health; 
Non‐Genealogical Record

Present2007Civil unions

NJ State Archives; can email to order19471743Divorces
Superior Court Clerk’s OfficePresent1947Divorces
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Marriage index
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NJSA Marriage
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NJSA Divorce
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njcourts.gov
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New Jersey State Archives
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nj.gov/health/vital/
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nj.gov/health/vital/order-vital/genealogical-records/
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Genealogical Record form
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Ordering through 
NJ Department of Health
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nj.gov/health/vital/order-vital/non-genealogical-records/
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Non-genealogical Record form
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Proving relationships
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Ordering through VitalChek
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nj.gov/health/vital/order-vital/local-vital-records/
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Key Records:
Church Records
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Religious Denominations

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)
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Church Records – Online
• FamilySearch.org:
– New Jersey, Church Records, 1675-1970
– check catalog by place

• Ancestry.com:
– Pennsylvania and New Jersey, U.S., Church and Town 

Records, 1669-2013 
– religion-specific databases for:

• Quaker
• Presbyterian
• United Methodist
• Episcopal
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Catholic
• Before 1853
– Northern belonged to Archdiocese of New York
– Southern belonged to Diocese of Philadelphia

• 1853 (Arch)Diocese of Newark
– (post 1937) Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union

• 1881 Diocese of Trenton
– 14 counties in South and Central 

• 1937 Diocese of Paterson
– Passaic, Morris, Sussex
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Catholic parishes
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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Baptism
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Ancestry.com
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Marriages

Class 4: New Jersey Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 80



Funeral home records
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QUESTIONS?
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Researching 
movement within 

New Jersey
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Researching residence
• Census records

• Directories

• Newspapers

• Land records

• Probate records
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Key Records:
Census & 

Directories
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State census
• Every ten years 1855-1915
– 1905
– 1915

• Federal census available for every ten years 1900-
1950
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1905
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1915
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City Directories
• 44 towns – with at least 3 post-

1900 directories on Ancestry.com

• 12 towns go into the 1950s

• Newark has into 1950s                on 
Internet Archive

Red BankOcean CityFreehold*Asbury Park

RidgewoodOrangeHackensack*Atlantic City

Rutherford*PassaicHarrison*Belleville

Salem*PatersonJersey CityBloomfield

Somerville*Perth AmboyLittle FallsBound Brook

SummitPhillipsburgMillvilleBridgeton

TotawaPlainfield*MontclairBurlington

Trenton*Princeton*MorristownCamden

VinelandProspect Park*New 
Brunswick

Clifton

West PatersonRahway*NewarkCumberland

WildwoodRaritanNewtonElizabeth
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City directories
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Track the family business
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Newark Public Library
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Farm journals
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Newspapers
• Obituaries & death 

notices

• Birth notices

• Marriage notices & 
license lists

• Probate & real estate 
listings

• Society news
– Debutantes
– Visits

• Organizational news
– Church
– Fraternal

• Sporting events

• Advertisements
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Death & probate notices
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Newspaper samples
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Businesses in newspapers
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sites.google.com/site/onlinenewspapersite
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Key Records:
Property

Class 4: New Jersey Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 99



libguides.njstatelib.org
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• Held by county clerks

• 1785 to present

• Only to 1901 (or so) 
digitized on 
FamilySearch

• Held by NJSA

• East Jersey to 1998

• West Jersey to present

ProprietorsCounty

Land
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NJSA
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Proprietors Minutes
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County deeds
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County clerk
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Probate
• County Orphans’ Courts
– 1784-1947

• Secretary of State or County Surrogates Courts 
– 1804-Present 

• Prerogative Court – appeals and when multiple 
counties involved
– 1784-1948
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Will – Surrogate’s Court
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Probate
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Surrogate’s Court
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County offices
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Challenge:

Record accessibility
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• Not extant

• Not digitized

• Substitutes

• Repositories

• Cluster research

SolutionsProblems

Strategies

Class 4: New Jersey Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 112



Finding Help
• Online guides

• Genealogical societies

• Historical societies

• Archives
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Online guides
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Genealogical Society of New Jersey
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New Jersey Historical Society
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Local societies
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New Jersey State Archives
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/new-jersey-research-four-centuries-history-and-genealogy-2023
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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