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New Jersey Research: 
Four Centuries of 
History and Genealogy

November 29, 2023
Class 1: 17th- Century Research

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Pre-1664 history
• Post-1664 history 
• Researching in key record sets

Meet today’s presenter

Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist of the 

Newbury Street Press
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Voice of 
Kyle Hurst,
Senior Genealogist

John Seller, “A Mapp of New Jersey in America” (ca. 1677), map at nj.gov

Maps Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)

Snyder, The Story of New Jersey’s Civil Boundaries, 1606-
1968 (2004)

Helpful resources
• New Jersey State Archives

• New Jersey State Library

• New Jersey Genealogical Society

• FamilySearch

• Books/articles by:
– John E. Pomfret
– Joseph R. Klett
– Kenn Stryker-Rodda
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17th-century New Jersey
• Lenni‐Lenape first known inhabitants

• Swedes and Dutch first European settlements

• English few early settlements

• Lenni‐Lenape first known inhabitants

• Swedes and Dutch first European settlements

• English few early settlements

Section 1

• 1664 English took control

• 1676 England split control between proprietors dividing the province 
into East Jersey and West Jersey

• 1702 New Jersey a royal colony

• 1664 English took control

• 1676 England split control between proprietors dividing the province 
into East Jersey and West Jersey

• 1702 New Jersey a royal colony

Section 2

• Researching in key record sets 1664‐1702• Researching in key record sets 1664‐1702

Section 3

Pre-1664

Lenape
• Lenni Lenape

– later called Delaware
– of Eastern Algonquian 

Confederacy

• 3 subdivisions
– Minsi/Munsee in north
– Unami in central
– Unalachtigo in south

Siegel, Mapping New Jersey (2009)
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Lenape trails
Snyder, The Story of New Jersey’s Civil Boundaries, 1606-1968 (2004)

Indian deeds

European exploration

Image by Jon Platek, at 
Wikimedia Commons
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Settlement

“Growth of Colonial Settlement,” by 
National Geographic Society

Image by Arnapha, at 
Wikimedia Commons

New Sweden
• Both sides of Delaware River

– Delaware
– New Jersey
– Pennsylvania

• 1638-1655

• Settlers:
– Swedes
– Finns
– Dutch
– German
– Poles Image by Carlyannbagley, at 

FamilySearch.org

Justin Winsor, Narrative and Critical History of America, vol. 4 (1884).

New Netherland
• Along Hudson River
– New York
– New Jersey
– Connecticut

• Timeline of ownership
– Dutch 1614-1664

• Annexed New Sweden 1655
– English 1664-1673
– Dutch Aug. 1673-Nov. 1674

Image by Carlyannbagley, at 
FamilySearch.org
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Whitehead, East Jersey Under the 
Proprietary Government (1875)

JoanVinckeboons, ”Pascaert van Nieuw Nederlandt Virginia, 
ende Nieuw-Engelandt” etc. (1639), map at LOC.gov

Tip
Study Projects 

compile data on 
settlers.

New Sweden
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New Netherland

David Riker, Genealogical and Biographical Directory to 
Persons in New Netherland from 1613 to 1674(c1999).

familysearch.org/wiki

Settlers/Immigrants

Map 5-2, in American Horizons, at globaloup.com

“Growth of Colonial Settlement,” by 
National Geographic Society
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Blacks before 1664
• 1630s Africans in Pavonia
– at least 50 working on a plantation destroyed in 

1643

• Dutch originally did not enslave for lifetime => 
more intermarriages and later land owners

• 1655 – direct trading of enslaved with Africa and 
emancipations mostly ceased

• 1664 – English recognized Dutch ownership

Blacks after 1664
• 1664 – 800 Africans in N.J. & N.Y.

• 1679 – Governor permitted enslavement of Blacks 
but not Indians = race became factor

• East Jersey – middle-sized farms so enslaved Black 
males exclusively for farm labor

• 1700 – “slavery was a core legal, economic, and 
social system” in East Jersey & N.Y.
– Hodges, Root & Branch (1999).

Pre-1664 British settlements
• Varkens Kill on Salem 

Creek (1641)

• New Albion (1634-
1659) [1642-1649]

Snyder, The Story of New Jersey’s Civil Boundaries, 
1606-1968 (2004)

John Farrer, “A mapp of Virginia 
discovered to ye Falls”(1651), at 
jcb.lunaimaging.com
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Migration Trails
• Water routes

• Native trails

• Post roads

• Turnpikes

• Canals

• Railroads

“Albany Post Road map,” at FamilySearch.org

QUESTIONS?

Proprietary Period
1664-1702
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New Jersey timeline
EventsYear
Granted to Duke of York1664

Concessions and Agreements1664/5

Netherlands regain territory1673‐1674

“Quintipartite Deed” & Concessions1676/7

Divided into East Jersey & West Jersey1674‐1702

Reunited as royal colony1702

Separate governor than New York1738

Duke of York’s territory
• New York

• New Jersey

• Connecticut

• Massachusetts 

• Pennsylvania

• Delaware

Proprietary System
• Duke of York granted lands between Hudson and 

Delaware Rivers to proprietors

• Proprietors assumed governmental control through 
Concessions and Agreements

• Proprietors had power to grant lands

• Proprietary corporations recorded/maintained land 
records for New Jersey for over three centuries

Crown

Carteret

Lord Berkeley

Fenwick

Byllynge

Duke of York
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• Carteret family 1664-
1682

• 12/24 Proprietors 1682-
1702

• Lord Berkeley 1664-
1674

• Byllynge and affiliates 
1674-1687

• Coxe 1687-1692

• West Jersey Society 
1692-1702

West JerseyEast Jersey
Proprietors

Boundary lines

• Rapid expansion 1664-1667

• Influenced by New England 
and New York

• 1682 - trustees for Sir 
George Carteret sold land to 
12 men (11 Quakers)

• 12 purchasers took on  
partners and became 
“Twenty-Four Proprietors” 

• Later expansion 1675-1680

• Influenced by Quaker 
colony of Pennsylvania 

• 1674/5 - Lord Berkely sold 
to Quaker Edward Byllynge

• Land was divided into 
tenths and put up for sale

WestEast
Two Jerseys
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Settlement expansion
Map at lowerraritanwatershed.org

Siegel, 
Mapping 
New 
Jersey 
(2009)

East Jersey
• Settlements 1664-67

1. Bergen
2. Elizabeth
3. Newark
4. Middletown
5. Shrewsbury
6. Woodbridge
7. Piscataway

• Settlers from New 
England and Long Island

Snyder, The Story of New Jersey’s Civil Boundaries, 
1606-1968 (2004)

1
2
3

4
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6
7

West Jersey
• Counties of Tenths 1680s

1. Burlington = First & Second
2. Salem = Fenwick’s/Salem
3. Cape May = lower five 

Tenths
4. Gloucester = Third & Fourth

• Mostly Quakers from 
England

• Cape May settlers from New 
England and Long Island

Snyder, The Story of New Jersey’s Civil Boundaries, 
1606-1968 (2004)
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Settlements in Tenths
• First/Yorkshire Tenth=

– Chesterfield
– Hopewell
– Maidenhead
– Mansfield
– Nottingham
– Springfield

• Second/London Tenth=
– Chester
– Evesham
– Northampton
– Willingboro

• Boundary in Burlington

• Dutch Reformed: 
– Bergen
– Somerset

• Congregationalists: 
– Essex

• Presbyterians:
– Monmouth

• Mixed – Baptists & 
Quakers: 
– Middlesex
– Monmouth

• Quakers: 
– Burlington
– Gloucester
– Salem

• Mixed – mostly 
Baptists:
– Cape May

EastWest
Religious Denominations

“Interactive Map of New Jersey 
County Formation History: 
1700,” at mapofus.org

• English

• Burlington

• “West New Jersey: A Quaker 
Society 1675-1775” by John 
E. Pomfret
– Historical context that drops 

names

• Scottish lowlands

• Perth Amboy

• Scottish Quakers and Early 
America, 1650-1700 by 
David Dobson
– Genealogical dictionary with 

contextual intro

EastWest
Society of Friends

37

38

39

Class 1: New Jersey Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



11/27/2023

14

Identifying Origins

Arrival in New Jersey
• Signers of Concessions and Oaths of Allegiance

• Compiled ship passenger lists

• Census of 1671 and 1693

• First appearance(s) in Jersey records
– Land
– Court
– Church (especially Quaker)

West Jersey Concessions
New Jersey State Archives, first series, 1:268-270
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Oaths of Allegiance

New Jersey State Archives, first series, 1:48-51

Ship passengers – compilations 

Passengers 
and Ships 
Prior to 
1684 (1970)

Beyond the ship
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Census

Origins
• Who granted the lands?
– Consider proprietors’ origins and motives

• Where is the land?
– Who tended to settle in that area?
– Neighbors’ origins

• Trace back to former residences in colonies

• Quaker certificates

Proprietor lists

Pomfret, Province of West New Jersey, 1609-1702 A Bill in the Chancery of New-Jersey (James Parker, 1747)
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East Jersey’s New Englanders
FromTo

Long Island
Stamford, Milford, Guilford, New Haven 

Elizabeth‐Town (1664)

Milford, New HavenNewark (1666)

Long Island
Rhode Island

Navesink (1665)
(Shrewsbury)

Newbury, Haverhill, Yarmouth, Barnstable in 
Plymouth

Woodbridge (1666)

New HampshirePiscataway (1666)

Quaker certificates

QUESTIONS?
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Lack/loss of records

Strategies
• Thoroughly mine the records that exist
– Estimate dates
– Track locations
– Build FAN club

• Look for ancestors in records of:
– New Sweden
– New Netherland
– New York
– Pennsylvania

nj.gov/state/archives/catgenealogy.html
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https://locations.familysearch.org/en/search

New Jersey Published Archives
• By New Jersey Historical 

Society

• Archives of the State of New 
Jersey, First Series
– 42 volumes
– Also known as Documents 

relating to the colonial, 
revolutionary and post-
revolutionary history of the 
State of New Jersey

Land records
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Outside New Jersey

nj.gov/state/archives/catgenealogy.html

Conveyances index
• Colonial Conveyances: 

Provinces of East and 
West Jersey 1664-1794
– 2 volumes 
– Indexes deeds from:

• East Jersey
• West Jersey
• Gloucester Co.
• Salem Co.
• Etc.
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Land abstracts
• Same record coverage 

as index 1664-1703

• Index and search 
beyond just 
grantors/grantees

• See: William Nelson’s

Abstracts

Regional abstracts
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nj.gov/state/archives/search.html

Survey

WJ loose records
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FamilySearch.org

West Jersey deeds

East Jersey deeds

67

68

69

Class 1: New Jersey Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



11/27/2023

24

East Board of Proprietors minutes

West Board of Proprietors 
minutes

Gloucester County deeds
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Beyond land
• Probate

• Marriages

• Ear marks

• Offices

• See: Index To Powers of 
Attorney, Surveyor’s 
Reports, Commissions, 
etc., Referring to Deeds 

East Jersey deeds for estates

Court records
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Courts
• Probate

– Prerogative Court – 1670-1784

• Equity
– Court of Chancery – 1684-1696, 1705-1947

• Common Law
– Small Cause Courts – 1675 (E)/1685 (W)
– Court of Sessions (E)/Court of Three Justices (W) 

• Criminal
– Court of Quarter Sessions 
– Court of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery
– Supreme Court of Judicature

Index cards on FamilySearch

Index
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Calendar of Wills

New Jersey Probate Records, 1678-1980 

Unrecorded wills
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Estates in land records

Burlington Court Book

Supreme Court –
minutes
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Court of 
Chancery

Marriages

Marriage lists
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nj.gov/state/archives/search.html

nj.gov/state/archives/search.html

Searching marriages at NJSA
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Ordering marriages
from NJSA

Marriages in 
court records

Marriages on 
FamilySearch
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Marriages on 
FamilySearch

Church marriages

Quaker marriage records
• First intention

• Second intention

• Reported married

• Marriage with witnesses
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Quaker marriages

Church births/baptisms

Tip
Make a timeline 
citing sources
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education

Copyright © 2023
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