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State and Local Courts

* Within each state are:

— local county courts
— district courts

— state supreme court

* Jurisdiction over a set geographical boundary is determined for
each court; boundary may have changed historically based on
the county location or splits that may have occurred

* Historic names of various courts and their roles have changed
over the centuries in each state

State and Local Courts

¢ Trial Court - disputes among litigants are resolved; each
party will present their own evidence, which will be
evaluated by a judge and/or jury to reach a decision and
resolution

* Appellate Court — when a party decides to seek a review
of their case by a different court after a trial court's ruling;

appeals made to this court do not involve a new trial, and
typically do not introduce new evidence
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until 1866. Later F

seizure cases.

U.S. Federal Courts

* United States Federal District Courts were setup in each
existing state starting in 1789. Depending on the state
some established more than one district.

* Currently there are nearly 90 districts in the United States.
These courts originally dealt with civil and equity cases

ederal District courts would also handle

trade, bankruptcy, admiralty, naturalization, and land

9/12/2023

Example:
Brief History of

Massachusetts
Courts

SUPERIOR COURT
County Courts
(1636-1692)
Quarter Courts of Inferior Courts of
General Sessions Common Pleas
(1692-1827) (1692-1859)
Superior Court —— Appellate Division
(1859- ) (1943- )
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Quarterly Courts

* Inferior court to handle criminal misdemeanors and
civil matters dealing with small sums

* Existed in the 17 century and were replaced by the
county courts

*» Some records have been published such as the
Quarterly Courts of Essex County; these courts also
recorded vital records such as births and marriages

10

Court of Assistants 1630-1692

* Dealt with matters that were tried with a jury
present at the time

* Also heard appeals from lower county courts

11

| B
I S
1| | naoonph o s eoi v assisrans \

RECORDS

T 5 - —
Tn Absjror t the poditon of Niclldlas Shaplaigh humbly desiring

; By s Cout b fivor i w® %, Abatement of & co-

| Nmhupigis iderabld pist of s fine & Alteration of the specie:

JOURT O STANTS JI ik L estute ok Heing |able to beare| i The Court de-
R OF o & | . olates] that on . thie ! petitioners ~payment. of three
[ Hundred pJna.u,m “rbeuro’of the Gountry he ahall be dischardl =
1 : -
COLONY | myagi aoia ooy In Ans' to'y* peticon of Benje Goad y* Court
8 o Rastary ts s request libuty to Goe to meeting on y* 1ds
54 Sy wbory y* mishall Geallor his deputy taking |
MASSACH S BAY | effectualtfoohurs for his refumn t prison y* same day. o |
This Court whs Adjonrned to,the 14* Instant a¢ cight of the clock
16301692 in ¥ moriing

| e e 0
Tho Gonst being mett The Gofnof declared that T was Agreod that |

tho privone® Condermiiod, Benjarmin Goad chod Bo oxecated on the
e’ ifth day forniat Dol the sadond day of Apsill next yresently
tter u:;E:m s that the sectotslry Tesue out his warrant sefsanably
all Garersl] #'see & crdes the same as in othe cases =
Arch wan don Adcoxdingly — ¢ |1
o bl adfonried thamselves fo the 239 of march 1673,
,,Lt_ 1" At et tima tha|Court mets and In Ani to the

Tem  pétichn df m' we Daryall anfl oy Tsaac Melines orde:
47 thaing Caso to bo heard on fryday fortnight being the |

tjos Concorned to Attend at'y*

Court of Assistants

12

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Using Court Records in Your Family History Research

9/12/2023

pankiots & m agloc f“".{f}fﬁ KichaSHona

Y,
wwSon Renins ot gy o )
s pareselReburis ﬂn}:‘}lg'g’,‘ﬂ}.:“
Y anmg ot acun Aty
: "["s?tl:‘fw 'mf‘.mur;wﬂ'rmlm -SJwef-»m :
P b 3 oy :
= macb Wrnen o A s SR pLplom o fast Ko eoudtavwimg By
Yo bR bo Rt provmssbbSealscf Heleloygeiomy mil
whm bo $RE Vui(aﬂ ﬁ"lu,kgm-»f Ao ptoligt ho Ji

oIy o grontloor offan state o whir g~ (s

,1ry,‘mu9,,¢m.8§krau—w R wikets pprovTrst bolonfise iy
jqjdgﬁ“ letansnefer Ros !&bﬁ'gm;,sfﬁ(ﬁmﬂyg bobokipt iy,

will sy ans S
s ww allanShotlin s
ORey ot opaRon gt

Court of Common Pleas 1685-1870’s

¢ 1821 - this court became a mid-level court for

criminal and civil cases

* CCP Misc. records often include Depositions,
Revolutionary War Pensions and Proprietor Records

* After 1821 - smaller police courts, justices of the
peace held trials, and municipal courts were created
for small matters; lasted until 1870s when replaced

by District Courts

15
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Court of General
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Sessions of the

Peace (1685)

¢ Worcester General

Sessions of the Peace

16

Superior Court of Judicature
1692-1780

* Highest Trial and Appeals Court

* Capital Criminal Trials (Salem Witchcraft Trials)

* Matters regarding Equity

* Larger Civil Cases

* After the Revolutionary War this became the
Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts

17

Superior Court

Civil and Criminal Cases ¢ Jury Lists

Juvenile * Prison Records

Law and Equity * Murder Indictments

Divorces * Bastardy Bonds

18
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Supreme Judicial Court (1780- )

* Court records on file at the Massachusetts
State Archives

* These records and those of the earlier courts
are under the jurisdiction of the SJC Archivist

* Decisions of the SJC since 1804 are published
in a series called Massachusetts Reports

21
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Civil Court Cases

Civil Court Cases

« Civil Court cases are heard relating to matters that harm a
person’s individual rights, including slander, damage to personal
property, or trespassing

* Torts: Court cases that handle negligence, slander, libel and
nuisance

* Family: Court cases dealing with adoption, custody, name
changes, paternity, guardianships, conservatorships, and divorce

* Property: matters dealing with disputes over ownership of land
and tenant / landlord disputes

* Commercial: disputes with contracts, goods and services, or
debt collection

23

Equity Cases

* Heard when there is a dispute or argument
between two individuals which does not involve
violations of the law

Generally limited to probate, land, and estates

24
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Published Civil Cases - Land

1785 - Guilford Co., N.C.

A deed of Sale from John Lowry to John Cummins for 141 Acres of

Land was acknowledged in open Court & on motion to be registered

A deed of Sale from Thomas Sparkes & wife to Jeremiah Sparks for 402

acres of land was in open Court proved by oath of William Bethel & on
motion ordered to be registered.

Source: Jane Smith Hill, Guilford Court, North Carolina Court Minutes -
August Term of Court 1781 to May Term 1788 (Greensboro, NC: 1999), 83
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Published Civil Cases - Work Related

Warwick Co., VA - 1844

Blunt vs. Seburn - Trial 2 May 1844 - Bowry — worked on house with

Blunt that work was commenced Seburn objected to brickwork the kiln.
Complained at first but afterwards made no objection. When completed
said he would not pay for it. 2 hearths laid. Suppose there was between
18 & 19000 bricks in work never measured it... & on motion ordered to

be registered.

Source: Richard Dunn, Warwick County, Virginia. Court Records in
Transcription 1782-1843 (Baltimore, MD: 2018), 178

26

Published Civil Cases- Debt Repayment

Elbert Co., GA - 1796

Eliza Williams vs. William Elliott. I do confess Judgement to the

plaintiff for the Sum of one Hundred and ninty three Dollars and two
cents, with cost of suit, and three Stay of Execution, this judgement may
be discharged during the said three months by Barr Iron at Six pence per

pound, Cows and Calves at three pounds, provided they are prime, and
likely horses, to be valued by two men..

Source: Michael A. Ports, Elbert County, Georgia Inferior Court Minutes,
February 4, 1791 - July 14, 1801 (Baltimore, MD: 2015), 129

27
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Published Civil Cases-
Indentures & Guardianships

1785 - Guilford Co., N.C.

Ordered that Pegga Medlen age Six years last September be bound [to]
Patrick Dimond until she arrived to the Age of Eighteen years

Ordered that Sarah Medlin aged three years last July be bound to
Patrick Dimond until she arrives to the age of Eighteen years.

Source: Jane Smith Hill, Guilford County, North Carolina Court Minutes -
August Term of Court 1781 to May Term 1788 (Greensboro, NC: 1999), 75
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Published Civil Cases -
Sales of Enslaved

1787 - Guilford Co., N.C.

Know all men by these presents that I Watson Wharton of the State of
North Carolina and County of Guilford have bargained and sold
delivered to Reece Porter one Negro boy of the age of seventeen years
named Sam for the sum of one hundred pounds in Gold & silver at the
rate in law in North Carolina and also one Mulatto girl named Frank of
the age of Fourteen years for the sum of one hundred pounds...

Source: Jane Smith Hill, Guilford County, North Carolina Court Minutes -
August Term of Court 1781 to May Term 1788 (Greensboro, NC: 1999), 75

29

Published Civil Cases - Jury lists

1787 - Guilford Co., N.C.

The State vs. Susannah Amburn. The Following jury (to wit[ness])

Joseph Perkins, Joel Sanders, William Lane, Francis Cummons, Joshua
Dix, William Dillon, William Willy, Francis Bell, Isaac Weatherly,
Thomas Archer, John Rankin being sworn find the Defendant not Guilty
in manner and form as charged in the Bill of Indictment.

Source: Jane Smith Hill, Guilford County, North Carolina Court Minutes -
August Term of Court 1781 to May Term 1788 (Greensboro, NC: 1999), 149

30
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Court of Common Pleas -
Theft and Search Warrant

1795

Complaint hath been made on oath by James Graham, Planter, that he hath reason
to suspect that Andrew Taylor did on or about 30 April last part steal, take & carry
away a piece of tow rope...

Complaint made by Jas. Graham on path that the Bfallowing artickles, to wit: one
knige, one pan of pinebrew, one horse comb have been feloniously stolen from out of
the house of James Graham & Graham hath great & probable cause to suspect that
the good or part of them are concealed in the dwelling house of William Briant,
Planter, these are to authorize & require you with proper assistance to enter in the
day time into the house of William Briant and search for said goods...

Source: Anne Williams McAllister, Civil Action Papers 1771-1806 of the Court of
Pleas & Quarter Sessions Lincoln County, North Carolina (Lenoir, N.C.:1989), 105
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31

Criminal Court Cases

Criminal Court

Deal with more serious matters
— On occasion you will find criminal cases in civil court
records; varies on the colony or state and when the records
were kept

Federal courts will try criminal cases involving violations
of the U.S. Constitution or federal statutory law

State courts will try both criminal and civil cases involving
a state’s constitution, laws, and statutes

33
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Criminal Court Charges

*  Felonies: Most serious of all crimes (ex. Burglary, arson, rape or
murder); punishment is generally more than a year in prison or death

* Misdemeanors: Less serious crimes, often issued a fine or a short term
of prison

* Admiralty: cases in which smuggling, piracy, whaling, and salvage at
sea are brought to criminal court; Federal Courts replaced the state
cases of Admiralty since 1789

9/12/2023
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QUESTIONS?

Basics of
Searching the Records

Where to find records

* Published transcriptions

* Online

* State Archives

* Special collections

54
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£3 American Ancestors. Ay oo e s () Aroatn © a1
Search Events Membership ~ Give 10MtlonNames  Publcations  ExpertHelp  Toos  Signaturs rojects  Contars & Intintes
“Rack toRe Plymouth County, MA: Plymouth Court Records, 1686-1859 Bt b Bt 3

< = PRt
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Charges nsing" Plymouth - 15724 Plmion  £903 40 Sctuse - £20 6540 Bridg
£13 10064 Marshck £10 16864 Pembroke - £4.198 60 Duxborough - £ 14 - Mid

554854 Rocheser - £7.16810 Abigion-£2 5320

Presemmentof ol Stton (Plymouth) from Jun term 1723 bresch of pesce, by Srking 1nd
Kicking Jo Sprague snctime i Ny 5 past n Pymooth.~ Sttson was fned 3. "ad s

The folowing pescos were each fined £4 for fomvcaion: Keziah Tomey, “Singlewomaa’
(Scituat) sbel Tomson.~Singleseorman” (Marshfitd) Bosh fnes pod, and obel Tormon pid

it “Sioglowoman” (Pymouth) confesed forrication and was ined €3 Paid Pratt
sccwid Jonahan Cha he faher of he bastard child. Cout rderd 8 waran against
Chas o snamer Prtes

The flloing couples wers fined £4 each for omicrion: Seth Bames (Pymouth) and his wife
Saah, Francs Labaron (Pymouth) and s wife Saah.Fins pid. -The sid Labuon and Seth
Recognizance contnued. Abigal Eaglish, Mary Weight

Courondeed Willm Torey nd Joh Masdoch 1 be bound 1 appes t net e 10 snser
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Constable David Pratt reported that by warrant from selectmen Josiah Edson, Ephraim Foby and
Recompense Cary he wamed Peter Reed and his wife Lucey, "Now Residing in our Town and
Have Ben Ever sence October last and at the House of Allexander Soper, the person Belonged to
and Came from the Town of Abbington," to depart town, 10 December 1748

Constable Seth Alden received warrant from selectmen Josiah Edson, Ephraim Foby and
Recompense Cary to warn Mary Bishop, "Widow Woman Belonging to Marshfield now Residing
in our Town and at the House of Shadrach Keen and Has ben Ever Since about the Twelfth Day of
September Last._and forwam Said Keen from Entertaining Said Person any Longer,” and warn
Sarah Hoggins [also "Heggins" and "Huggins"], "Singell Woman Belonging to Boston now
Residing in our Town and Has been two or three months and now at the House of David Prat
[sic]...and forwam said Pratt from Entertaining Said Person any Longer." Alden reported he wamed
Mary Biship to depart and "forwamed Keen from Enter taining of Her and made Search for Sarah
Huggins [sic] but found Her not,” 29 December 1748

Constable Samuel Dunber received warrant from selectmen Josiah Edson and Ephraim Fob:
wamn Samuel Ide, "Belonging to the Town of Attelborough in the County of Bristol now Resi
in our Town and Has Been here About three Monthes Generally at the House of Thomas Willis
Jr." to depart town and "for warn Said Willis or any Other Person with Whome You May find him
Residing from Entertaining him any longer." Dunber reported he warned Ide to depart and warned
Seth Hayward and Thomas Willis Jr. "from Entertaining said Ide any longer,” 17 January 1748/49.

AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/213/plymouth-county-ma-plymouth-court-records-1686-1859
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63. Ebenezer Lobdell (Plympton Yeoman) v. Ezra Perkins (Kingston Blacksmith). Case, on note
dated 1825 for $24.17 on demand with interest, payable to pltf. or his order; for $150 "had and
received.” Default by deft. Judgment for [blank]

64. Jotham Dunphe (Bridgewater Laborer) v. Howe Keith (Bridgewater Yeoman). Appeal from a
judgment of Hector Orr, JP, in which Keith as pltf. Recovered $11.03 and $3.70 costs
Discontinued. Keith prayed affirmation of judgment with additional damages and costs. Judgment
affirmed, with Keith recovering $14.73 and $8.96 costs.

65, Commonwealth v. John Adlington (Plymouth Ropemake). Presentment, that deft. on 13
October 1825 at Plymouth with force and arms assaulted the shop of Benjamin Bramhall, breaking
the glass in the window. "The County Attorney says he will prosecute the same no further.”

66. Commonwealth v. Charles London (Rochester "Blackman and Laborer"). Presentment, that
deft. on 16 September 1824 at Rochester with force and arms beat Elias Purrington with many
“heavy and grievous blows on the head and eyes and with great violence threw him the said
Purrington down and fell upon him to his great injury threatening to take his life." Deft. Pleaded not
guilty. Jury found deft. guilty, and he was ordered imprisoned for two months in the common gaol

AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/213/plymouth-county-ma-plymouth-court-records-1686-1859
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Capt” Dan" Clerk also at this Court as Atiorncy in behalfe of
our Soveraign Lord the King appeared in Courl and accused
Winnifrett Benham Sen’ and Winnifrett Benham Jun' both of

9/12/2023

Wallingford for Having familiarity with Sathan the Enemy of God
and mankind, and by his aid doing many pretematurall acts by
mischievously hurting the bodies and Goods of Sundry persons
Viz', of Jn" Mosse Jun', Joseph Roys and Ebenezer Clock with

rs Others 1o the at Dammage and disturbance of the

e Ec: This bill of Charge with the testimonics Relating

thereunto being Referred to the Consideration of the Graniury they
Returned upon the bill ignoramus.

This Court appoints Licul Jo” Wakemand & M' Phillip Lewis

of Fairficld to distribute the Estate of beth Hall Latc of
Fairfield deccased 1o the Legatees according to the Order of this
Court the 19" of May Last Reserving to the Said Legatees free
Liberty to Chose some other meet person in the Room of Philip

Lewis 1o doe that worke but if they shall Refuse or neglect So 10
doe, then the Said Philip Lewis with the aforesaid M" Wakeman
are hereby impowred 1o doe it.

John Rogers of Newlondon, formerly Commited 1o the
Common Guole in Hartlord for misbehaviour, was Sent for to this

Court, and in open Court Sct at liberty in Expectation that he
would behave himsclf Civily and peaceably for the future as the
kinds Subiccts ought to doc:
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United States, Ohio, Lucas - Census - 1890 - Indexes ( 1

United States, Ohio, Lucas - Church directories

United States, Ohio, Lucas - Church records - Inventories, registers, catalogs (
United States, Ohio, Lucas - Correctional institutions ( 1)

United States, Ohio, Lucas - Court records ( 6 )

Civil journal 1835-1856, Lucas County, Ohio Add

Author:  Ohio. Court of Common Pleas (Lucas County)

Court docket records (Lucas County, Ohio), 1888-1894 Add
Author:  Ohio. Probate Court (Lucas County); Center for Archival
Collections, Bowling Green University, Bowiing Green, Ohio

Court of Common Pleas records (Lucas County, Ohio), 1836-1856 Add
Author:  Ohio. Court of Common Pleas (Lucas County)

Court records (Lucas County, Ohio), 1837-1855 Add
Author:  Lucas County (Ohio). Clerk of Courts

Justice of the Peace docket (Lucas County, Ohio), 1854-1881, 1883 Add

Author:  Ohio. Justice of the Peace (Lucas County)

Supreme Court records (Lucas County, Ohio), 1837-1854 Add

Author:  Ohio. Supreme Court (Lucas County)

United States, Ohio, Lucas - Court records - Indexes ( 3 )
United States. Ohio. Lucas - Genealoav ( 2

org/search/catalog
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The Trial of \lr~.. Hawley.
Bridgeport, Oct. 27.—In the trial to-
day of Mrs. Florence Hawley for mur-
der, circumstantial evidence was given.
Mary Ostrander, a sister of the mur-

dered Mrs. Munson, testified to having
| heard Mrs. Hawley threaten Mrs. Mun-
|son's life. The state rested its case
this afternoon, and the court adjourned
| till Tuesday.

Hartford Courant - 28 Oct. 1893
(Newspapers.com)
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CLOSESTOSTACTS® v
Location Search Results
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0 Disvictof Arode st 1
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9vssmi Massachusetts Federal Public Defender - Boston, MA
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Federal Court Finder

First Circuit Court of Appeals - Boston, MA
John Joseph Moakley United States Courthouse @ Gel Diectio
One Courthouse Way

Boston, MA 02210-3002

Cour Type: Appeal

Useful Links for This Location

Visit Court Website (2
Access this courts website for more information on fiing a case, information for
Iitigants and attomeys, and learning about the court

R ling &
Access this court's Case Management/Electronic Case Files (CM/ECF) login page.
“The federal judiciary's CM/ECF case documents, such s pleadings,
motions, and petitions, o be filed with the court online.

uscourts.gov/federal-court-finder/sear
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Map of Salem Village 1692
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Map of Salem,_1700
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Salem Witch Trials
Documentary Archive and
Transcription Project

LTI Archives  Books & Letters  Documents Maps People

17th Century Documents

Transcription of the Court Records

https://salem.lib.virginia.edu

Salem Witcheraft Papers

The Salem Witchcraft Papers

Inodustion

SIWP No 005 Nehemiah Abbott It

SWP No.006: Jobm Alden

‘SWP No. 007: Abigail Barker Verbatim Transcriptions of the Court Records

WP No 008 Mary Baker In three volumes.

Edited by Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum
Da Capo Press: New York, 1977.

Digital Edition
With Permission of Da Capo Press

‘SWP Mo, 014: Sasah Bishon

Revised, earrected, and augmenied
by Benjamin C. Ray and Tara . Wood.

SWP No 016 Marv Bradbury

Digital Format by Scholars' Lab, University of Virginia Library
‘SWP No 017 Mary Bedges, St €208, Benjamin C. Ray and The Rector and Visitors of the ity of Virginia
SWP No 016 Mary Bridges o

‘SW Ne. 010: Sarah Bridges

https://salem.lib.virginia.edu
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112
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Original Court Records

SWP R, 111

(Indictment of Sarah Bassett, for Afflicting [ ]
Mary Walcott )

[3'd January 3,1693 | Province of the Massachusetts Bay in
New England Fssex ssAno RRs & Reginae Gulielmi & Mariae
Angliae &e Quarto Anoq'e Dom 1692

The Juro'rs for o'r Sov'r lord & lady the King & Queen p'rsent That Sarah
Basset vife of Willlam Basett of lym in the County of Essex aforesaid
wupon o about the 23'd day of May last Anno: 1692 aforsaid And Divers
other days & Times as well before #and) as after Certaine detestable

ArtsCalled aft & Sorcer nallitiously & fe sly
hath used p d & Exercised at e Towneof Salem in the
County of Esscx aforesaid upon & Agaist One Marv:Walcott of Salem
Single Woman By which Wicked Arts The Said Mary Walcott is Tortured
aflicted Tormented Consumed wasted & pined the day & yeare aforesaid

R divers other days R times as well beforeas after Contrary to the peace
of 'r Sov'r lord & lady the King: & Queen their Crowne & dignity & the
Laws i that Case made & provided Witiness

AnPumam
Marcy lewis

(Reverse) Sarah Bassett Ignoramus
ZRoberl Bavue

foreman

Salem Court 3'd Janu'a 1693/3

http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/category/swp.html
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FBI Case Files

Records: 2,313,321 - Complete: 100%

OVERVIEW ~ BROWSE  DESCRIPTION

These case files cover important investigations by an agency of the US government
later known as the FBI, called the Bureau of Investigation. They include tales of
espionage during World War I, case files for German aliens who were politically

suspect, records pertaining to Mexican neutrality, and reports dealing with alleged
violations of Federal laws. Serious, as well as far-fetched accounts will give you a

fresh insider's perspective to the history of this time period.

fold3.com/publication/74/us-fbi-case-files-1908-
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OVERVIEW ~ BROWSE  DESCRIPTION

series@)

Bureau Section Files, 1

Mexican Files, 1909-21

0ld German Files, 1909-21

Select "Series"

fold3.com/publication/74/us-fbi-case-files-1908-
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AmericanAncestors.org/law-order-using-court-records-

our-family-history-research-2023

130

THANK YOU!
°
AmericanAncestors.org

131
NEw ENGLAND HisTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright ©2023

132

44

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center





