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* Presentation (60 mins.)
* Historical overview of immigration to Atlantic Canada
» Key records and repositories
» Go-to published and online resources
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Prologue

Immigration and Naturalization

Prior to 1947’ Atlantic Provinces
Canadians were British
subjects

* Only non-British
individuals would have
been considered aliens

* U.S. to Canada border
crossings begin in 1908

Early Arrivals
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Acadia

* Settled as a French Colony, comprising the lands
that became:

— Nova Scotia

* New Brunswick
¢ Prince Edward Island

* Ceded to Britain 1713 — Treaty of Utrecht

* British deport Acadians in 1755

* British encourage settlement

Scottish Settlements

* Nova Scotia is Latin for
“New Scotland”

* Prince Edward Island ”
saw the earliest T
Highland Scots in 1772 ' MiLe Nve

* The “Clearances”
resulted in many going i -
to these two provinces &
further west

"""‘7;“ EnoLano

Highland Timeline

Q 1746 Q 1792 Q 1822

Battle of Culloden | Year of the Sheep | Collapse of the kelp
| | industry

H 3 The Sutherland H
3 Act of Proscription 3 Clearances 3 The Potato Famine

O 1747 O 1807 O 1846
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Scottish Highlanders to Canada
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By Province
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New Brunswick

* First anglophone settlements, principally families
from Massachusetts and Rhode Island:

— Maugerville
— Sackville
— Saint John

* Loyalists transported from New York Harbor after
American Revolutionary War

¢ Province established June, 1784 (from Nova
Scotia)

13

Nova Scotia

* New England Planters

* Loyalists and Hessians after American Revolution

* Large groups from the British Isles and the Rhine,
1749-1848

14

Prince Edward Island

* Originally a French Settlement, Ile St-Jean in the
1720s

* Much land granted in 1767 to British military
officers

* Some Loyalists, greatest influx from British Isles

* Large groups from Scotland in late 1700s and

early 1800s

* By 1850, Irish also sizable number of immigrants

15
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Newfoundland and Labrador

* Early English settlers * Early Irish settlers from:

from: — Co. Kilkenny
— Devon — Co. Tipperary
— Dorset — Co. Waterford
— Hampshire — Co. Wexford
—-S t

C(;mersel ik * French settlement at
- annel 1slands . .

Plaisance (Placentia)
16
Labrador

* Aboriginal peoples

* Boundary disputes between |z, L /]
Quebec and Newfoundland | ,/: ,Zg;gmﬂ&, T Lol

— Not settled until 1927 ; ”"";”M 2}’%’;{2‘:&? v

* Early European settlements 4 Q‘ﬂ:?ﬁ,ﬁfaf’jﬁ "(m‘g
— Moravian missions est. 1771 4 i /f/
— Hudson Bay Company c. :

1834

17

Passenger Lists
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New Brunswick

* Custom house returns for 1833, 1834, 1837, and
1838

* Alms house records of Saint John include place of
origin (passenger list substitute)

19

Nova Scotia

* Passenger lists before 1881 practically nonexistent

¢ Public Archives of Nova Scotia has:

— Ships from Great Britain, 1749-1864: about 30
ships

— List from France, 1636: 1 list

* Miscellaneous Records on Emigration from England

and Scotland to Canada (Public Archives Canada)
— Treasury registers, weekly emigration returns,

1773-1775

20

Prince Edward Island

* PEI Arrivals:
— 9 passenger lists for 1775 to 1848

— 1 list of arrivals 1855
— Most of these ships embarking from Scotland

* Miscellaneous Records on Emigration from
England and Scotland to Canada (Public Archives

Canada)
— 1808 list of crew and passengers on the Clarendon

21
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Immigration Acts

8/28/2023

Immigration Acts

* Immigration Act, 1869 - focused on the safety of
immigrants

* Chinese Immigration Act, 1885 - required a $50
head tax on every Chinese person entering
Canada

* Immigration Act, 1906 — expanded the categories
of prohibited immigrants, formalized a
deportation process

23

N

6 EDWARD VII.

CHAP, 1.

Immigration Act, 1906

24
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Canadian Citizens & Nationals

* Immigration Act, 1910 - considered a “Canadian
citizen” as:
— A person born in Canada who had not become an
alien
— A British subject possessing Canadian domicile
— A person naturalized under the laws of Canada
* Imperial Conference, 1911 - draft common

nationality code defining British nationals for use
across the empire

8/28/2023

25

Immigration Act of 1910

* Identified prohibited classes:
— Mentally defective
— Diseased persons
— Physically defective
— Criminals
— “Prostitutes or pimps”
— “Procurers”
— Beggars and vagrants
— Charity immigrants
— Persons not complying with regulations

26

Canada - Immigration

* Department of Immigration and Colonization
— Established in 1917
— To ensure Canadas Colonial Project
* Monitor regulation of immigrants
* Ensure racial composition and employment
privileged British Canadians
* Restricted undesirable, of an inferior race, or an
“enemy”

27
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Immigration Act, 1919

* Designed to protect Canada from "dangerous
ideologies and subversive activities"

* Restricted category of political dissidents
expanded to those who:
— Disbelieved in or opposed organized government
— Advocated for the assassination of public officials
— Advocated/taught unlawful destruction of property
— Were guilty of espionage and treason

8/28/2023

28

Immigration Acts

* Chinese Immigration Act, 1923 - restricted all
Chinese immigration to Canada

* Immigration Act, 1952 — predominantly a refining
of and codification of existing laws to allow
enactment of additional regulations

29

Naturalization Acts
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Naturalization

* Before 1947:
— British immigrants (from England, Scotland,
Wales, and Ireland) automatically Canadian
citizens

— Non-British immigrants

31
Naturalization
* Imperial & Federal Legislation (1868-1914)
¢ Canadian Citizens & Canadian Nationals, 1910-
1947
* Canadian Citizenship Act, 1946
32

Imperial & Federal Legislation

* British North American Act, 1867 — gives authority to
Parliament of Canada over naturalization of aliens

* Required 3 years residency before they could apply

* Alien-born women naturalized by marriage (natural
born Canadian) or husband’s naturalization

 Earlier laws for Nova Scotia & Province of Canada on
Aliens holding land were kept

33
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Imperial & Federal Legislation

* Indian Act, 1869 - First Nations women who were
Status Indians required to follow the status of their
husband

¢ Ifa woman married a man who was not a Status
Indian, they lost their Indian status

8/28/2023

34

Imperial & Federal Legislation

¢ Naturalization and Aliens Act, 1881 —
standardized laws about aliens holding property
throughout the Dominion

* Canadian women automatically derived their
nationality upon marriage from their husbands

35

Naturalization Act, 1914

* Increased residency to five years

* Required the immigrant have “adequate
knowledge of French or English”

* Immigrant require to exhibit "good moral
character”

36
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[el
1947 Act first to

identify nationals of
Canada as Canadians

Canadian Citizenship Act, 1947

¢ The first naturalization act in Canada to create the
category of Canadian citizenship

* Residents, regardless of country of origin, not
born in Canada now required to become
naturalized (if arriving after 31 Dec 1946)

* Outlined reasons for which citizenship could be
lost or revoked

38

QUESTIONS?
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Records

Passenger Lists

* Some available through:
— Ancestry.com

— FamilySearch.org

41
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Dept. of Immigration and

Colonization
¢ Created in 1917

¢ Ocean Arrivals (Individual Manifests), 1919-1924
— Asked many of the questions found on traditional
passenger manifests
— Included health questions
— Included physical description
— Form 30A

47
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Nova Scotia

* British immigrants automatically became citizens
of Canada until 1947

* The province has oaths and petitions 1817-1846

49

ia, ca. 1849-1917

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/173048

50

— RGI8A e b2

Index to Naturalizations

51
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/173048
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New Brunswick

* British immigrants automatically became citizens
of Canada until 1947

* Non-British immigrants

— Required to make oaths of allegiance before
receiving land grants

58

[el
Customs House
records lost in 1877
fire

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/631597

60
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Oath of Allegiance, 1853-186

8/28/2023
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Oath of Allegiance, 1853-1867

| Date of oath: 11 Oct 1854

Occupation: Ordained
Minister

Residence length: 7 years

63
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Repositories

New Brunswick

* Provincial Archive of
New Brunswick
(PAN.B.)

¢ Fredericton, New
Brunswick

Passenger Lists
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https://archives.gnb.ca/Irish/Databases/PassengerLists
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Passenger Lists
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New Brunswick - PANB
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Passenger Lists

New Brunswick - PANB

68

Passenger Lists

New Brunswick - PANB
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Nova Scotia

* Nova Scotia Archives

¢ Halifax, Nova Scotia

ovascotia.ca/passenger

72
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Prince Edward Island

e Public Archives and
Record Office

* Charlottetown,
Prince Edward
Island

74
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QUESTIONS?

Resources

_

Naturalization lists, 1915 to 1951

canbe
digiizad and indexed by nama n ths database.

Table of contents

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/

78
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&
David Dobson has
done many books on
Scottish emigrants
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Canada, Incoming Passenger Lists, 1865-1935
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Passenger Lists

Halifax, Nova Scotia — begin in 1881
.

North Sydney, Nova Scotia — begin in

1907
\

Saint John, New Brunswick — begin in
1900

N

82

Canada, Immigration and Settlement
Correspondence and Lists, 1817-1896

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3709/

83

[el
Many of these items

only mention “British
North America”
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Cape Breton Genealogy
and Historical Association

Welcome to the Cape Breton Genealogy and Historical
Association

President Norman Macdonald's Interview

The CAPE BRETON GENEALOGY & HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION is pleased to announce that the JULY 2023
EZINE is posted www.cbgen.org There is a large amount
of new research material in this issue. We extent our
thanks to all our contributors.

https://www.cbgen

87
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Cape Breton Genealogy
and Historical Association

Ships and Shipping

B Waloy

https://www.cbgen.org/

8/28/2023

88

Books

* Dr. Esther Clark Wright, PLANTERS

) —x) and
Planters and Pioneers, P e
Nova Scotia, 1749-1775 NOVASCOTIA, 1749 TO 1775

REVISED EDITION

¢ Revised edition, 2007

LIMITED EDITION REPRINT

DR. ESTHER CLARK WRIGHT

89

Books

STRANGERS

¢ Valerie Knowles,
Strangers at Out Gates, AT OUR GATES

Canadian Immigration =
and Immigration Policy,
1540-2007

¢ Published in 2007

Canadian Immigration and
Immigration Policy, 1540—2007

— Revised Edition —

Valerie Knowles

90
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* Barbara Roberts,
Whence They Came,
Deportation from
Canada 1900-1935

Whence
TheyCame

Deportation from Canada 1900-1935

Barbana,

Rorovend by iving bl

91

Books

¢ Terrence M. Punch

* Erin’s Sons, Irish Arrivals
in Atlantic Canada

Vo
»

¢ Multi-volumes

4
RIN'S SONS:

@

92
New Brunswick
* David Bell, American Loyalists to New Brunswick,
The Ship Passenger Lists
93
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New
Brunswick

The Ship Passenger Lists

ists to New
Brunswick

94

Nova Scotia

* Terrence M. Punch, Genealogical Research in Nova
Scotia

* ].S. Martell, Immigration to and Emigration from
Nova Scotia, 1815-1838

* Mrs. R.G. Flewelling, “Immigration to and
Emigration from Nova Scotia, 1839-1851,

95

Nova Scotia

¢ Terrence M. Punch

* Genealogical Research in
Nova Scotia, 1998

96
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[

IMMIGRATION TO
no

EMIGRATION FROM
NOVA SCOTA
18151838

—

Immigration to and emigration from Nova Scotia
1815-1838
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CONTENTS
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BARRINGTON

Martell's Book — Nova Scotia

99
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Canadian Immigration Acts and Legislation smmary

What do immigration rules tell us about Canada?

1 oL polical na ecomomic clmate

Immigration Act, 1869

Roval Commission on Chinese Immiaration. 1885

https://pier21.ca/research/immigration-history/canadian-

immigration-acts-and-legislation
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Immigration Act, 1869

n oan It and s, 3239 Vhcr
CAP. X

An Act respecting Immigration and 1

[

Pt YT HEREAS the comeuront fistict

Immigration Act, 1869
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

104

Researching Atlantic Canadian Ancestors 2023

AmericanAncestors.org/Researching-Atlantic-Canadian-Ancestors-2023

105
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright ©2023
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