Follow the Money: Breaking Down
Brick walls Using Financial Records

Melanie McComb
Genealogist

August 2023

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
E} American Ancestors,

by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY




Tracing Ancestors on the Move: A Great Lakes Gathering at Erie, PA

"Follow the Money" Approach

* When vital records do not exist or have significant
gaps, we turn to financial records to learn more
about our ancestors

* This approach can be used to track an individual's
movements through a country or overseas

* It can help clarify relationships between families
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Types of Records

Military Pension
Town Records Land Records and Bounty
Land Records

Probate Records Tax Records Employment

Records
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Town Records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Tracing Ancestors on the Move: A Great Lakes Gathering at Erie, PA

Types of Town Records

Ear Marks and Cattle Marks
Pauper and Orphanage Records
Indenture Agreements

Town Payments

Mortage Records

Dog Licenses
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Ear Marks and Cattle Marks

* Owners mark their cattle and sheep with distinct
patterns

» Easily identify their own livestock and help prevent
against theft

 The marks were submitted to the town clerk to be
registered

* Marks could be passed down from father to son
» Only one son could inherit the father's mark

* Registered marks could also be sold (part of the
owner's estate)
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Cattle and Sheep Ear Marks — Waitsfield, Vermont
Town Records
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Pauper and Orphanage Records

* Town officials were responsible for supporting the
poor and orphaned children

* Guardians may be appointed to care for orphans
who were heirs to property

* Orphaned children may be "bound out" to learn a
trade or sent to an institution like an orphanage
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Indenture Agreements

* Legal contracts made between an indentured
servant and an employer "master”

 Qutlines the duration of servitude and the rules
that servant and master will abide by
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Boston Record Commissioners Report
Vol. 10, p. 151 (Archive.org)
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Mortgage Records
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Town Payments
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Land Records
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Census Documents

* Identify the occupation of your ancestor as well as
the amount of real estate they owned

* Agriculture census schedules should be consulted
if you have farmers in your family

» Indicate the amount of land they owned
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Value of Real Estate Owned
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ega{ancestry Home Trees Search DNA Health Help Extras

Search > Census & Voter Lists

U.S., Selected Federal Census Non-Population
Schedules, 1850-1880

m Match all terms exactly Browse this collection
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name To browse this image set, select from
the options below.
State
Day Month Year Location
. Choose... v
Lived In i
Schedule Type
Any Event v v
Year
Keyword
County
e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v
Locality
Schedule Type
v
Day Month Year
Enumeration _ _ Related data callections

Ancestry.com
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Number of Acres of Land
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Deeds

* Legal document transferring ownership of
property from one person to another

» Grantor = seller

» Grantee = buyer

* Kept at the county level

» Connecticut, Vermont and Rhode Island are
recorded at the town level
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If the deed sale is $1, this
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between both parties
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The Homestead Act

* Signed in 1862, this law allowed any American
(including freed slaves) to purchase up to 160
acres of federal land

* Buyer was required to live on the land for five
years and perform necessary upkeep and
additions

* Civil War Union veterans could use time served in
military towards the residency requirement
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Locating Homesteading Files

* Use the Bureau of Land Management web site
to search for land patents in the U.S.

* Land entry files can be obtained from
the National Archives in Washington, DC

» Homesteading files are starting to become available
on Ancestry.com

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

26



Tracing Ancestors on the Move: A Great Lakes Gatherin at Erie, PA

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BRIVATE CLAINS

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 2 .. GenerallLanc

OfficelRecords]

Shopping Cart &

A Search Documents

Reference Center Support

P Search Documents

J Search Documents By Type

Patents 4 Search Clear Form
Sl s Location
LSR To search for land patents:
L LADAMA v 1. Start by selecting the State.
CDI County: | -—- Any County -— ¥ 2. You do not have to fill in all fields, but provide at least one additional
field.

Tract Books Names 3. Click the Search Patents button.

Last Name: Search Tips:

First Name: e Hover your mouse over a field to get a brief description.

Middle Name: e Get detailed information by checking the Glossary in the Reference

Center.

v . .
e » For more tips and help, check out our Patent Search Overview.

¥ search patentees

Land Description

Miscellaneous

Township: | — Y Land Office: | ----- Any Land Office ---- ¥ Issue Date: -- v [ to - ¥
Range: |- ¥ Document #: Militia:
Meridian:  ----- Any Meridian ----- Indian Allot. #: Tribe: ---—-- Any Tribe ——- v
Section #: - Geo. Name/
SURVoV.E: Mining Claim:
Authority: | .- Any Authority ----- v

Note: This site does not cover every state, but we do have resource links for most
states.

Search Patents

https://glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx
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A Ty Home Trees Search DNA Health Help Extras Hire an Expert

Search = Wills, Probates, Land, Tax & Criminal

U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Provided in

m Match all terms exactly

association with

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name . . .
S ¥ National Archives and
NATIONAL Records
ARCHIVES Admini .
Day Month Year Location ministration
Birth
Any Event v v . .
Browse this collection
Keyword To browse this image set, select from
the options below.
e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v State
Choose... ¥
Range Land Office
Land Office Final Certificate Year
Township and Range
Section
- Related data collections
Township

U.S., Indexed County Land Ownership
Maps, 1860-1918

This database contains approximately
1,200 U.S. county land ownership
atlases from the Library of Congress’
Geography and Maps division, covering
the approximate years 1864-1918.

Final Certificate Number

Application Number

Day Month Year Location Some photos of county officers, land

Homestead e e e owners, and buildings or homes are
Place v v City, County, State, Count i

also included.

m Clear search 1870 United States Federal Census

This database is an index to individuals

Ancestry.com
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<3lancestry

Home Trees Search DMNA Health Help Extras

£ All Results

Mary Crain
in the U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Name: Mary Crain
Age: bBb (
Birth Year: 1812
Birth Place: Ireland

Final Certificate Date: 30 Nov 1878

View
Homestead Place: lowa, USA
# Add alternate information Land Office: Des Moines q
A Report issue Application Number: 6161
Section: 34
Township: 96 North
Range: 35 West )

C

Ancestry.com
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Military Pension and
Bounty

Land Records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Tracing Ancestors on the Move: A Great Lakes Gathering at Erie, PA

Revolutionary War
Pension History

* 24 August 1780 - Congress passed an act to offer pensions to
widows and orphans of Revolutionary War soldiers

* 1818 - Congress passed a resolution granting pensions to
veterans who were not disabled but were having financial
difficulties — lifetime pension

* 1832 - Full pay for life to officers and enlisted men who served
2+ years; partial pay for 6 months to 2 years

* Original files are kept at the National Archives, Washington
D.C. (digitized and available on Fold3.com)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Pension Roll of 1835

* In 1834/1835, the U.S. Senate passed a series of
resolutions requiring a list be compiled of
pensioners who were drawing pensions for service
in the Revolutionary War

* Some War of 1812 veterans may be listed

» Most appear in later pension rolls

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 32
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‘_‘H ancestry Home Trees Search DNA Help Extras Hire an Expert

Search > Military

U.S., The Pension Roll of 1835
m Match all terms exactly Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name )
the options below.
Title

Day Month Year Location Choose... hd
Birth State
Death v v
Lived In Related data collections
Any BEvent v v U.S., Revolutionary War Pension and

Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files,

Keyword 1800-1900

This data collection contains an

estimated 80,000 application files from
e.q. pilot or "Flying Tigers"~ officers and enlisted men who served

in the Revolutionary War in all branches

) Day Menth Year of the American military: army, navy,
Pension and marines. The files that make up
Enroliment v v , . i
Date these records consist of 10" x 14" cards
or 10" x 14" envelopes that can contain
documents relating to an application
w Clear search for a pension or bounty-land warrant by

a Revolutionary War veteran, his widow,
or his heirs. The files can contain a wide

Ancestry.com
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Statement showing the Names, Runk, §c. of Iwvalid Pensioners residing in Cheshive county, in the State of New ™=
Hampshire, -
Iy
[1-N
Rank. | Annual Sums re- Description of ser- | When placed [Commencement| Laws under which they were inscribed Cnd
NANES, allow- | ceived. vice, on the pen- | of pension, | increasedand reduced; and remavks.
ance. sion roll. ’
Caleb Aldrish - | Seigeant | 60 00 | 1268 57 | Col. Read’s reg’t | Aug. 25, 1794 | Mar, 4, 1795 April 20, 1796,
Do do 96 00 | 1122 89 do do Apr. 24, 1816 | Increased by act April 24, 1816. Died
. January 4, 1898,
Theophilus B, Adams Corl?oral 30 00 28 66 | 2lstreg. U.S.inf. | Dec. 27, 1815 | May 11,1815 | Acts mi!i{ar;r establishment,
Do do 48 00 | 645 04 do do April 24, 1816 | Increased by aet April 24, 1816.
Do do 7200 13500 do do Oct. 1, 1820 | Increased. "Died August 15, 1831.
Jared Ballow - | Private 48 00 | 843 57 | 31st reg’t US. inf. [ Ap'l 12, 1820 | Jan. 27, 1814 { Acts military establishment,
Isaac Brown =« - do 96 00| 1007 69 | Read’s reg’tinf, Oct, 4, 1823 | Sept. 6, 1823 do
S'amucl‘ Basset . do 72 00 | 541 20 { Steele’s comp’y inf.| Sep. 11, 1826 | Aug. 30, 1826 |- do
Nehemiah Brown - do 48 00 | 118 04 | Parker’s com. mf. | May 8, 1828 | Ap'l 27, 1828 February 4, 1822, o
James Blodgett - do 96 00 | 146 13 | Massachusetts line | July 23, 1819 | Aug. 27, 1818 | Merch 18,1818, Relinquished forthe O
benefit of act March 18, 1818, and =
lia;\gt;bted on invalid ro}l act May
i . Died August 19, 182,
Do do 64 00| 413 48 do Feb, 93,1829 | Mar. 4,1620 | RESIR B
James Campbell .| do 18 00 | 334 10 | Cilley’s N. H. reg’t do Mar. 4,1789 | June7, 1785,
Do do 48 00 [ 412 00 do do Sep. 25,1807 | J u;e 7y 1785, Increased by auct April
5, 1808,
Do do 7680 726 25 do do April24, 1816 | Increased by act April 24, 1816, Died
October 12, 1825.
Lemuel Dlgan - go gg gg 392 gl Col. Nichol’s reg't | Aug. 26, 1794 | Sep. 4, 1794 | April 20, 1796,
& k(49 B e - | oot 8 1807 | ncresed.
Pension Roll of 1835, vol. 1 — Cheshire
County, New Hampshire
34
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Military Bounty Land

* Federal government provided bounty land for those
that served in the following wars:

» Revolutionary War

» War of 1812

» Mexican War

» Indian Wars (1775-1885)

* Claimed by veterans or their heirs; many sold off their
scrips for cash

* Applications recorded the veteran's age and residence
at the time of application
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U.S. War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858
m Match all terms exactly T w;) Provided in

\ association with

- - ; \ ry . .

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name \ S 5% National Archives and
NATIONAL Records
ARCHIVES - ,

- Administration
Military
Keyword Browse this collection

e.2. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v To browse this image set, select from
g g

the options below.
Warrant Number War
Choose... v
Record Set
Year
Warrant Year
Warrant Range

m Clear search

Ancestry.com
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United States Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Applications, 1800-1900

Description

Pension and bounty land warrant application files of veterans and widows of veterans who served in the Revolutionary War. The files correspond to National
Archive publication M804 Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Application Files and contain applications and other documents in support of a
claim. The index was created by Fold3.

Learn more »

Search Collection
Deceased Ancestor's Information

First Names Last Names

Search with a life event:
Birth | Marriage | Residence | Death | Any

Birth Place Birth Year (Range)

From To

Search with a relationship:
Spouse | Father | Mother | Other Person

Restrict records by:
Location | Type | Batch Number | Film Number

Country State or Province

familysearch.org
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A L Stockbnidge Tools
United States Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land

Warrant Applications, 1800-1900

Veteran's Name: John Stockbridge
Pensioner's Name: Mary Stockbridge
State: Massachusetts

Veteran's Military Service Branch:  Continental Mass.
Pension Number: W 25075

Additional Name: A H C Standish, A L Stockbridge,
Amos G Draper, Carolina W D Rich,
Emojene D Champine, F H Lucke,
Frank C Griffith, Frank Carlos Griffith,
H L Standish, Harriott L Standish, ] G
P Stokes, Lewis F Hobbs, VD
Stockbridge

Affiliate Identifier: 19506707

Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land

Warrant Application Abstract

Review and Attach Record

Images Available

To view these images you must do one of the following:
» At www.fold3.com. By clicking here you will be leaving
FamilySearch.org (fees and other terms may apply).

Record Collection:
United States Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty 6
Land Warrant Applications, 1800-1900

Document Information: 2

Similar Historical Records

No similar records were found.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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SERVICE : : ; NUMBER

(mm wila V25075 ':'{
MNass:

CONTENTS

Pension Jacket on Fold3.com
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War of 1812 Pension History

* 1871 Act - provided pensions to veterans who
served at least 60 days or to their widows if they

married before 1815

* 1878 Act — provided pensions to veterans or their
widows, who served at least 14 days

* War of 1812 pensions are being digitized and
uploaded to Fold3 (approximately 80% complete)

— For files not online, use NATF-85 form to request
from the National Archives, Washington DC
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1d3S
o g HOME SEARCH BROWSE CW STORIES MEMORIALS HELP

by <Bjancestry

OVERVIEW BROWSE DESCRIPTION

The first applications were based on disability or death of a soldier. Beginning in Related Titles
1871, they were based on service. A veteran's pension file typically includes his
rank, place of residence, age or date of birth, and time of service. Awidow's
application usually includes her place of residence, her maiden name, date and
place of marriage, circumstances of her husband's death, and the names of

children under 16.

Miscellaneous Records Of

Department

War of 1812 Milestone Do«

Returns from Regular Arrr
Corps Companies, 1901-1

Continue reading >

War of 1812 Pension Appl
1812-1815

Example Records

Final Payment Vouchers -

Nicrhavan Cartificatac ane

fold3.com
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Civil War Pensions

* Federal pensions were granted to Union veterans and
their surviving family (spouse, children, parents,
dependents)

* Original files are kept at the National Archives,

Washington D.C. (widow's pensions being digitized
and added to Fold3)

» Use NATF-85 form to make your request

* Confederate pensions were granted by the individual
states

— Link: https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-

war/confederate/pension

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to
Pension Files, 1861-1934

First & Middle Name(s)

Match all terms exactly

Year Location
Lived In

Any Event

Add family member: Spouse

First & Middle Name(s)
Spouse

Keyword

e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v

Relation to Head
Relative's Relationship

Gender

-- Select -- v

m Clear search

Last Name

Last Name

Ancestry.com
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Provided in
association with
oo % National Archives and
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Records
Administration

Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from
the options below.

Name Range

Christian -~

Baumgardner, Daniel--Beamen,
James

Beamenderfer, John H.--Bechtol,
George

Bechtol, Henry--Beekman, Arthur
Beekman, Chancey--Bell, James R.
Bell, James R.--Benford, John H.
Benford, Joseph--Benning, John

Benning, Charles--Bernard, Dennis

4
Navesmwad Mawala MNadbinn men Alfunad

Related data collections
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Probate Records
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Testate vs. Intestate

Testate Intestate

. Will . Lette%’s .of |
Administration

* Codicil * Inventory

* Letters of testamentary * Guardianships

e Distributions
* Inventory

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Wills

* A will is a legal document where property is
transferred upon the party's death to family, friends,
servants, business partners, and the community

* Kept at the county level where the deceased had their
primary residence

* Wills can include the following:
» Names of children (and their spouses)
» Name of spouse
» Names of grandchildren, nieces/nephews
» Names of servants
» Names of slaves

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Codicils

* An addition or change to a will

* Common changes:
— Add or remove heirs
— Change distribution of estates
— Acknowledge deaths of heirs
in will
— Administrators of estate

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 51
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Why isn’t someone mentioned in a
will?
* Deceased

* Moved away
* Already received their inheritance

* Not yet born/considered a minor when the will
was written

* Estrangement

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Inventories

e A list of the deceased's

belongings and property

was taken and
distributed to heirs

» Keep note of the

persons who took the

inventory - they may
be family or close
friends/business
partners

FILED FOR REC(
u..inmu 7”;./ 7

I¥ THE U. S. CCMMISSICNER'S CCURT FOR THE TERRITCRY OF ALASKA
DIVISION NUMBER CHE

Sefore FRAMNK H., B. RICHARDS, Commissioner end ex-Officic
Probate Judge Sitke Precinct

INVENTORY AND
APFRAISEMEKRT,

LIOYD Re WILLIAMSON

A s o s

Real Property: None
Personal Property!

Cash in The First Bank of Sitka derived

from savinge mccount in said bank $ 108,99

Cash derived frem account in First National

Bank of Ketchikan 1,315.66

Pontlpc automobile No, O-6HAS946, engine

no. 6=702589, model 1940 club coupe for which

Territory of Alaska certificate of ownership bo o°%

no. 23986=A hat been issued 7,D*ﬁ
. ov

59 crsb pote sltusted at Sitka @4 236

TOTAL 1. 26007

UEITED STATES OF AMERICA )
) 88,

TERRITCRY OF ALASKA )
de, the undersigned, sppreisers of the estate of Lloyd R, William-

son, being first duly sWworn according to law depose and sayi
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Letters of Administration

e Issued if an individual died intestate

* The court appoints an administrator/trix
» Distributes the estate of the deceased

> If the deceased is married, typically the
widow/widower

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Letters of Administration — estate of Joseph Knight, Essex County Mass, Case 16001
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Why look at accounts?

* Hint at status of ancestor
» Do they owe a lot of money?
» Are they lending money frequently?

» Do the debts add up to more than the value of the
estate?

* Potential family and associate connections
» Extended family

> Business associates
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List of Debts, Leonard Cutter,

Suffolk County, Mass, Case 34906
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Distributions

* Dividing an estate among heirs
* Occurs after bills are paid and debts collected

e Heirs (children, widow, etc.) mentioned in
distribution

* Genealogical importance:
» List of children if vital records aren’t available

» Married names of daughters
» Children of deceased heirs
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Order Distribution, Joseph Knight estate,

Essex County, Mass, Case 16001
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Guardianships

* Appointed for minor children
» Males: under 21
» Females: under 18

* Guardians protected the
inheritance of minor heirs to an
estate

» Can provide financial support

* After minor becomes of age, the
guardian is released

» Guardian would then make an
account of compensation

T AT sy il

f/?\\ et // /m ﬁrmw,?m ,,/

; /,//4 /’,.ﬂfr//:}/ h»{/{\?fﬁ;-aé‘,«.

(,.«Mf.fﬁ!{'/ A//a//ﬂfrﬂ“'.
f b / 4 /\[})f{m‘/{é‘/”r%

LiP g eneei

"’:@/;:/’,4{/#/4» //ck/‘)'/‘(tﬁ'wf'

I(,. <z o

f/r‘\ wrmo‘\r v a Gocarnloa. & Ce
fé«ér“{ A‘\;\ fl/{. 7 o e {//K,y iy

f//(/ﬂ’l-'
e R T TR = fp//{,,,zl,.,,./
%/j /;/ pé:.{t-['fé./ lpeler %.@A',;/f’ﬂa
. 3 /Ig/f,/ (é,‘hr /a }rlé/f
(.zhzﬂﬂwé/»//z//
"‘/‘ ’Auf///f P Frelamert

- ”J(_/(;n-.w Al

If'(‘

//4 .u// /’q"

/,,4 /1ﬁf/z ff«f' S / _74"’5/‘/“1‘%// .«//(.n

B A e K / PR /,zw,, At O
pree e ” é—«z;: AA
- gty RO

173 L aft /’)»4‘ 7 [.J(/.. /”/"‘4"“'7
’ ,.,/, V(P ,l{-«.na,(@ﬂ"“"'/

He K- e A e / p f,.// e // Fee
' /
Z f fourlhs ee o dossrens Hol _,
tmcilos v fe apy of i gees i
affitt & e, ¥ //«' soer ,,‘,{ 75‘ A niat ‘f-m « «//a./,(
b fets ot ety G Mo froldin, //4,7, meﬂmf

f@am

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 62



Tracing Ancestors on the Move: A Great Lakes Gathering at Erie, PA

LS 2} : e

To the Honourable - 7% ~/e==  Esqnire,
Judge of the Court of Probate for the County of Suffolk, in the Com-
monwealth uf'ﬂﬂ'.ﬂnch lurl'l'.t

HUMBLY shews, e oo ‘(‘ ﬁ“"""f - of

[ 2o 7
in said County .../,i.. J’-'{E ,m that there i1s oceasion for a Guoardjan
io be appointed for £ ,ﬁt""r."-‘ ey, ""1*- vl A ’ﬁ;;' FUPP 4

L e (Bl T hle Lttt ike e
"".'i"_r. ._.l-é:u. ﬁ;’.‘{ﬁl .-(!Jé--f"t'!-f bp sty Edrast H‘{&-’C{-.-r
.;,f’/:’.r.ﬁql-'.'f:f.. fh-r..- ..:"-I--"l"" A .r‘".-ﬁ-i-ﬂ':-' e""""j-— ::LI ,,.-:-"’

L by g b

tm = 2V 4 #‘{fﬁ/..-:"'.tf;..-h ;—f‘;.r‘f::.h'"'-”:’l-— ﬁerm
A‘Ituﬂl"" .r}'f - S o Z'L -!:fmn—-q ,f,_gﬂ’.._.-",.._-{:"f"....?

,.-".[".f"."'.r..- F :t" -

Guardian Bond, Suffolk County,
Mass., Case 27577
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County, Mass , Case 27575
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Tax Records
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Poll Tax

* Tax levied as a prerequisite to voting

* Massachusetts was the first to enact the poll tax in
1646, followed by New Haven in 1649

* Re-introduced in the South after the Civil War to
disenfranchise African Americans from voting

» "Grandfather clause” for poor white Americans

 Abolished in 1964 when 24th Amendment was
passed
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Taxes on Real and Personal

Estates
* Tax rolls may detail the type of structures
they have on estate (house, farm, mill, etc.)

* Tax rolls are a great census alternative. They
can help you recreate the community they
were living in.
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New York, Tax Assessment Rolls of Real

and Personal Estates, 1799-1804
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IRS Tax Assessment Lists

e 1 Jul 1862 — Bureau of Internal Revenue was created (later
renamed to Internal Revenue Service)

* The United States was divided into collection districts

* Two lists created
> A list of names of individuals subject to taxation who
lived in the division

» A list of names of individuals who lived outside the
division but were owners of property in the division

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-

1918 (California)
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Employment

Records
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{ Family Tree  Search Memories Get Involved  Activities @ @ @ SIGN IN CREATE ACCOUNT

Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

United States, Panama Canal -

Zone, Employment Records |
and Sailing lists, 1905-1937 o IE |

Index and images of employee records (service history cards), sailing

lists of contract laborers, and employee identification records (metal Q, SEARCH MORE OPTIONS
check cards and applications). This collection corresponds to NARA

Record Group 185, Records of the Panama Canal, 1848-1999. Index to

applications for Photo Metal Checks,1918-1919 courtesy of the National

Archives.

@ HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION BROWSE ALL 144,925 IMAGES

www.familysearch.org

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 73



Tracing Ancestors on the Move: A Great Lakes Gathering at Erie, PA

C-ll—m—;&'n. & % 3 Form 117
SERVICE RECORD CARD
Name = _LEGAL RESIDENCE
State el ¥ County y /) Cong. Dist.
Aaron, Harry, ,W M ]
Department Division /” /’ : % / Where located
, /
Engineering A ope Codgpirces
Entered on duty Sailed 1 , 4 \ Date of ap |p1ment e Date of 011h Re orted for duty on Isthmus
NOV 8 1912 | 5ov e, 190>, 2o é/ (90 2\ L 150 262
Position How selected Where app't'd Age Place of birth
WIREMAN (MOTOR & CONTROL) L.Smith & Manle; U 8 33 | Qe W
Salary Remarks ‘ Home address
65¢ Hour e/ 5 fgf&qx:m M
File No. | Authority 67/
i = / / %,(,ﬁd
o) %.J/ /o2 e
R CHANGES IN STATUS :
i Date Salary Position Dcpartmentw Division Where located sAuthority

' Z"{ei Z

(» /// 0/
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|

Panama Canal Service Record Card
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Railroad Records

* Pensions granted by the U.S. Railroad Retirement
Board starting in 1934

» Ancestry.com has the Pension Index for 1934-1987

» Original claim files can be obtained from the
National Archives, Atlanta, Georgia

* Each railroad company has their own archives,
which include employee records
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U.S., Railroad Retirement Pension Index, 1934-
1987

m Match all terms exactly

7 Provided in
4 \WP association with

. . Qo ’
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name \ \1' R T
NATIONAL Records
ARCHIVES e
Day Month Year Administration
Birth v v
Death v v .
Related data collections
Any Event v v
U.S,, Northern Pacific Railway
Keyword Company, Personnel Files, 1890-1963

Find your Minnesota railroading
ancestors in this rich collection of
personnel files from the Northern

m bl Pacific Railway Company.

e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v

Ancestry.com
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U.S., Railroad Retirement Pension Index, 1934-
1987

m Match all terms exactly = lul&‘;x.u Provided in association

LI  with National Archives

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name RCHIVES. 00N
and Records
J Adams Administration
Exact... Exact...

Day Month Year

Birth v v Related data collections

U.S., Northern Pacific Railway

Exact +/-... Company Personnel Files, 1890-1963
Any Event - v Find your Minnesota railroading

ancestors in this rich collection of

Keyword personnel files from the Northern
Pacific Railway Company.

e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v California, Railroad Employment
Records, 1862-1950

m Clear search - )
This is a collection of employment

records from railroad companies

. AN Lkl aAAA

Ancestry.com
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Name: JAdams
Birth Date: Jul 1902

Death Date: 1940

ClaimID: DO035136
Abstract
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) Blogs - Bookmark/Share - Contact Us

N (l earch Archives.gov Searc
NS #NATIONAL ARCHIVES Search Archives.g

RESEARCH OUR RECOR| EDUCATOR RESOQURCES VISITUS

National Archives at Atlanta

Home > The National Archives at Atlanta > Public Services at the National Archives at Atlanta > Railroad Retirement Board Records

Aanonel Acchives 2t Railroad Retirement Board Records

Main Page

Directions, Hours B

Online Exhibits OVQWIEW

Newsletter

Contact Our Staff The National Archives at Atlanta has received approximately 54,000 cubic feet of Railroad Retirement Board (RRB) Inactive Claims Folders from the National Archives Great
Student Internships Lakes Region.

For the Public The information found within these records will be of interest to genealogists and historical researchers. The U.S. Railroad Retirement Board administers a Federal

retirement benefit program covering the nation's railroad workers. The Inactive Claim Folders deal primarily with the administration and payment of these benefits, We
will provide information on deceased persons for the purpose of genealogical or historical research. However, we will not release information on a person who is still living
without the written consent of that person.

Bankruptcy and Court Records
25 years and older
Less than 25 years old

Workshops The Railroad Retirement Board continues to retain ownership of claim files deemed to be active. Records transferred to NARA have been inactive for at least seven years. If
&izga';i:f“ides and you are looking for information in your own claim file, or are researching someone whose file may have been recently active (claims filed, payments made, etc), you should
u

begin by contacting the Railroad Retirement Board (https://www.rrb.gov/index.php/Resources/Genealogy or (877) 772-5772).

Services For The RRB Inactive Claims Folders are limited to individuals who worked in the rail industry after 1936. Please do not contact us with requests for records before
Members of Congress that date. We do not have that information, nor do we generally have any pertinent records for an individual whose rail service was performed on a casual basis and/or
was of short duration. Also, the claim folders are only on persons whose employers were covered under the Railroad Retirement Act. Employers such as streetcar,

Other Resources interurban. or suburbhan electric railwavs are not covered under this Act.

Archives.gov
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Fee:

Based on information provided by the researcher, staff from the National Archives and Records Administration will attempt to confirm if a claim folder exists. If a claim
folder does exist, NARA will provide a cost estimate for copying based on the National Archives fee of $0.80 per page (full schedule is available at:
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/fees).

What We Need:

Please provide as much of the following information about the claimant or pensioner as possible:

* First Name, Middle Name/Initial, Last Name

Railroad Retirement Board Claim Number

Social Security Number
Year of Birth

Year of Death

Where to Send Requests:

National Archives at Atlanta

5780 Joneshoro Road

Morrow, Georgia 30260

Email: atlanta.archives@nara.gov

Sample Railroad Retirement Board Files:

To help clarify the type of information found within a RRB file, please view the following sample files:

e Full Version of RRB File[ for Edward Hoff
» Abbreviated Version of RRB File[2) for Edward Hoff

Archives.gov
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ENTER EMPLOYEE'S RRB CLAIM NO.
(IF NONE OR UNKNOWN, MAKE NO

ENTRIES IN THIS SPACE)

oAy e i A 4o Bd ”“E.'}
nat%w AL LTEY
By. ... DL Rl Mt Cop

Jersey City Field Office

FORM APPROVED - . FORM no‘ AA=17
BUDGET BUREAU NO. TO=R1%3.6 (1-61)
sLa P UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

RAILROAD RET IREMENT BOARD

5% 4 2
APPLICATION FOR WIDOW'S OR WIDOWER'S INSURANCE ANNUITY
7

(THIS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AN APPLICATION FOR ANY INSURANCE BENEFITS PAYABLE
UNDER TITLE || OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT, AS AMENDED

ALL ITEMS REQUIRING AN ANSWER MUST BE ANSWERED OR MARKED "“UNKNOWN.'' RETURN THIS

FORM TO THE RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD,

, hereby apply for any annuities or lump

PRINT YOUR FIRST - MIDDLE - LAST N
sums payable to me under the provisions of the Rail Retirement Act, as amended.

INFORMATION ABOUT DECEASED EMPLOYEE

Sl S df_a_lgzd !orfe /o S s -S5Y3

L. N y PRINT FIRST - MIDOLE - MAIDEN LAST NAME | ALE - LAST NAME) SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NO.

2. Date and place of birth: _-%l_ﬁg._/.&sl_ V.72 27 v _&%gﬁ-_‘_‘w_,__
NTH « DAY - YEA CITY OR TOWN (STATE D'l EIGN COUNTRY

3. Date and place of death: -

NTH = DAY « AEA (c OR TOWN STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY

4. In what State or foreign“Country did the deceased employee have his fixed, permanent home when he died?

5. Was the deceased employee survived by:
(a) An unmarried child under age m?wéh. -, If "'Yes," give name and address of such child:

(b) An unmarried child, age 18 or older, who is unable to engage in any regular employment because of a disability
which began before age 187 1 ““Yes,"’ give name and address of such child:

6. (a) Did the deceased employee serve in the active military or naval service of the United States after
September 7, 1939?..% If “Yes,” answer (1), (2), and (3) below:

(1) Give:

(BRANCH OF SERVICE (DATE OF ENTRY)
(PLACE OF ENTRY] {DATE OF DISCHARGE) PLACE OF DISCHARGE]
(MILITARY ORGANIZATION OR VESSEL AT TIME OF M‘CNAH..‘ (SERIAL NO, - IF NONE, GIVE RANK)

(2) Was the deceased employee receiving a monthly benefit from any Federal agency other than the Railroad

Retirement Board? If “Yes,"” give name of agency:

I T

Application for Widow's or

Widower's Insurance Annuit
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8. Did the deceased employee receive income, as a self-empl dp (wheth nnlcqn-up-nu).h.n

m-uu-.mu,—nmuadum.mzmmqmmm
If *'Yes,” .lu:bbllvvh.m: 5

(2) Kind of trade or busipess [ ‘ _*» F 4 v
(b) Period of self-employment: From upr" y & *,
9. chmmmm-m sriage of the d d employ .w-nhphm-t
the time of his death
MARRIAGE TO WHOM MARRIED " PLACE OF MARRIAGE (ogiTw. »fyonce, | MARRIAGE ENDED

{ . Frs lo.v'zim'- YEAR
/ 9K ce Ztrda )z 2 -
ﬁ .?g Il'l-;l—'-/"l.
/950 ng. Al M e
MONTHe DAY« YEAR
couUnNTY (STATE R FPOREIGN COUNTAY (ruace)
INFORMATION ABOUT

10. Uywlrehqlqulwidw.dnymhu-ddn—-t

11. Your date and place of bisths 2247 _LZ_A47
(MONTH-DAY:-YEAR

tro!
12. Were you married before your iage to the d ”Tz-_ﬂ““’“'" give the following hh—r.ha:huc
each of your previous marriages;

MARRIAGE TO WHOM MARRIED PLACE OF MARRIAGE "?:.m. pivonce, [MARRIAGE ENDED
(nonvu. pay. YEan)
trom on ciTY) (Mo THs DAY YEAR)
] SR FOREION COUN .9 el
Trown on e1v) (wonTH. BaY. YEAR)
coun WTATE OF POREIGN COUNTAY) FLACE
(rom on c17Y) (Mo NTH. B AY: YEAR)
TeounTY]  (STATE 68 FOREIGN counTaY) IR e .. L
13. hcyw-ﬂnu»hdmmd-pby«mdbrlclqgmunuhﬂndpuuomﬂd] ::

“No,” : Lo presp bt y
1t “No, mhu,_e;%_‘_‘ﬁe fovd) coretice g €

14. Have you remarried since the death of the deceased employee? %—ﬂ ""Yes," when did you remarry?

—THBNTH-OAY-VEAR]
15. 'myundlkdocuudwplq«udnlmplbnudn-ﬂ-dicu-bndndu-udcqhyudhdr
Z_ If *'No,” answer (a), (b), and (c):

-

Annuity Application Cont'd
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e EEEEEEEEEET— =

(12-21-08—20M—S-6025)
Form 2331

(eL A eV

NAME : ;

,-’ / f EMPLOYEE MUST SIGN IN INK / ! 7‘ ’ 3
SHOP J‘_’f' .7 .............. o Occunrlon.....z./.../...../.!./ Do 2244 1A
RATE %Y. f. /../'...\« ..... ..i; UL A F T B T pF
DATE EMPLOYED,. ..... “ ..’..’...-/f....;.. / 70 ADDRESS ///" ...... .o R

DATE OF BIRTH.... 241 /f/.."" ....... (P86 .

REFERENCE TO PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT....

e T

7 ey
v
DATE OF LEAVING........ 6 ""/f-'/...g... ..... e CAUSEQ...L..-..

e

FOREMAN

M. M OR M C. R.

Southern Pacific Railroad Employee Record

Card
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1.

Review

Our ancestors left behind records
with each financial transaction
they participated in

Records are located in a variety of
repositories

Multiple records need to be
consulted to understand more of
your ancestor's story
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QUESTIONS?

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Tracing Ancestors on the Move: A Great Lakes Gathering at Erie, PA

THANK YOU!
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