
Melanie McComb, Genealogist

Bringing It All Together: Making Your 
Case and Drawing Conclusions

Genealogy Boot Camp
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Create a Research Summary
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Research Summary 
• Clearly stated Objective

• Recognition of Earlier 
Scholarship (Correct or 
Incorrect)

• Research Summary 
– What did you find?
– What didn’t you find?

• Address anomalies or 
mistakes in the research 
process

• Suggest Alternative 
Possibilities

• Conclusion
• Provide a Genealogical 

Summary
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Clearly State Objective
• What is the genealogical question?

• Include information such as:
– The Primary Individual (Date/Place of Birth and 

Date/Place of Death- if known)
– The name of the Primary individual’s Spouse 

(Date/Place of Birth and Date/Place of Death- if 
known)

– The names of the Primary Individual’s Parents
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Recognize Earlier Scholarship
• What has been 

presented previously?

• How scholarly is that 
material?
• Correct
• Incorrect

• If nothing has been 
done, say so
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Research Summary
• Provide an explanation 

of the relevant records 
found
• Logical progression
• Clear and concise 

• Use scholarly footnotes
• Guide to Genealogical 

Writing
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Address Anomalies
• Missing records

• Numerous individuals with the same name

• Incorrect information on a record or an incorrect 
published genealogy

• Present this information honestly 
– Do not distort or underplay a record
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Suggest Other Possibilities
• Cover all your bases, even if unlikely 

• Does your conclusion jive with historical, 
geographical, and religious facts

• Conflating two persons?

• Creating two persons?
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Tip
Keep in mind Occam's 

Razor: The simplest 
explanation is usually 

the best one.
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• Clearly state your 
conclusion based on 
your analysis 

• Give too much 
information- just state 
the facts

• Present new 
information 

DON’TDO

Conclusion
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Genealogical Summary
• Register style

• Include relevant persons 
and their relationships

• Continue to provide 
scholarly citations
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Case Study:
Confirming the 
Parents of Polly 

Fuller
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Objective
• Who are the parents of Polly Fuller?
– Married Nathaniel Benedict circa 1818 

in Litchfield County, Connecticut
– Suspected parents are John Fuller and Mercy 

Lucinda Sackett

• Is she a descendant of Mayflower passenger 
Edward Fuller?
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Step
Start with what you 

know

1
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findagrave.com
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1850 U.S. Census – Salisbury, Connecticut

Day 2, Session 5: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 16



Step
Locate Potential 
Family Members

2
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1850 U.S. Census – Salisbury, Connecticut
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Barbour Collection
• We checked the Salisbury volume of the Barbour 

Collection and find no children born to John and 
Mercy Fuller.

• We also found no entry for a Polly or Mary in 
Barbour collection in Litchfield county that was 
born between 1790 and 1800.
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Possible Candidates

Joseph Fuller 
(New Milford)

Asahel Fuller 
(Warren)

Howard Fuller 
(Warren)

Isaac Fuller 
(Roxbury)

Matthew 
Fuller 

(Salisbury)

Isaac Fuller 
(Salisbury)

Asa Fuller 
(Harwinton)

Ephm Fuller 
(Kent)

Revilo Fuller 
(Kent) 

Eleazer Fuller 
(Sharon)

John Fuller 
(Sharon)
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Step

Church Records

3
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familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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Baptism of Oldest son, Cyrus
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Adult Baptism Record
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Letter of Dismissal
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Step
Land and Probate 

Records

3
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No Luck (So Far)
• Land deeds in Salisbury don't show any 

interactions between Nathaniel Benedict and the 
Fuller family

• Nathaniel Benedict was predeceased by Polly, who 
died in 1850. Nathaniel's estate file had no 
reference to the Fuller family.
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www.findagrave.com
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No luck on probates
• Searched Sharon probate district and found no 

probate records for Capt. John Fuller and his wife 
Mercy Lucinda Sackett.
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Back to deeds
• We found a couple of land transactions in the 

Sharon deeds made by John Fuller and his wife 
Mercy for land in the town of Warren that was 
previously occupied by Alexander Sackett, now 
deceased. Benjamin Fuller's property bounded 
this property.

• John and Mercy sold their stake in the property to 
Aner Judson.
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Land Deed Referencing the 
Warren Property
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Land Deed Provides the 
Answer
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Confirmed parentage
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Finally hit gold!
• We turned to the Warren land deeds and found 

Nathaniel Benedict and his wife Polly giving 
power of attorney to Bennett Bates to sell a piece 
of land in Warren.

• The land deed named Polly as a daughter 
of Mercy L. Fuller and the wife of 
Nathaniel Benedict!
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Step
Check Secondary 

Sources

4
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Reviewing Published Genealogies
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Reviewing Published Genealogies
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Step
Conducting 

Additional Research

5
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Looking at Probate of Grandparents
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Wills Help Clarify 
Relationships
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Looking at an Aunt's Probate
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Inheritances Given to Nieces
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Step
Connecting the 

Family

6
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Clearly Stated Objective
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Recognize Earlier Scholarship
• The Fuller Family: Descendants of Edward and 

Matthew Fuller of Plymouth Rock, Massachusetts, 
1520-1924
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Research Summary
• John and Mercy Fuller released their claim to land 

in the town of Warren to Aner Judson (Mercy 
Lucinda's sister)

• Nathaniel Benedict and his wife Polly gave power 
of attorney to Bennett Bates, the administrator of 
the estate, for the property in Warren. The deed 
record precisely identified Polly Benedict as the 
wife of Nathaniel Benedict and the daughter of 
Mercy Lucinda Fuller.
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Address Anomalies
• Unable to locate the following records:
– Birth record for Polly in Sharon
– Probate record for John Fuller and Mercy Lucinda 

Sackett

• The Fuller Family: Descendants of Edward 
and Matthew Fuller of Plymouth 
Rock, Massachusetts, 1520-1924
– Does not provide any further information on Polly 

outside of her birthplace and birthdate
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Suggest Other Possibilities
• Polly (Fuller) Benedict is the daughter of another 

Fuller man.
– No evidence of a second marriage, court record, or 

church record indicating a different father
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Conclusion
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QUESTIONS?
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Activity #5
Analyze and 

Conclude
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Facts
• George Ellis, Joshua White, and George Ellis were 

born in Nova Scotia

• Alfred Ellis and Charles Ellis were born in Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia

• Reuben White was born in Tusket in Yarmouth 
County

• Likely that the Ellis family was Catholic

• Mention of Muse and Doucette families in vital 
records of the White family (also neighbors)
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Acadian Community
• De

A painting of the deportation in Grand-Pré, Nova Scotia.
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The Great Expulsion

Canadian America Centur Univ. of Maine
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Acadians of Argyle
• After forced expulsion in 1750s, many settled in 

New England

• Eventually returned to the Argyle region 
beginning in the late 1760s

• Learned that the White family was actually the 
LeBlanc family
– Blanc = French word for white
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William Ellis and Anne LeBlanc
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Nova Scotia Provincial Archives
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Anne Virginie LeBlanc
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Update your research log
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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