Day 2, Session 3: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

Genealogy Boot Camp

Broadening Your Scope: Employing
Ancestral Associates in Your Research

Melanie McComb, Genealogist

£ American Ancestors

by NEwW ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Why Should You

Research Associates?

8/1/2023

Reasons to Research Associates

Tracing migrations
Discovering more about military service

Researching minorities and women not well
documented

Study of a particular place or event

Develop a more holistic view of an ancestor
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Your Ancestor’s Network

* Who - noting individuals that appear in your

ancestor’s records

* What — One event? Multiple?

* Where - Did their interactions occur in one place?

Multiple?

* When - for how long were the individuals

associated?

* Why - why were they interacting?

Networks to Consider

Religious

e ~

Place and/or )
Educational
Migration

|

Political Occupational

NS

n

Social

[el

Note Associates of

Associates.
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Expanding your search

Associates of
Associates

Neighbors and
Associates

Associate Networks

Religious Associates

* Pastors/ministers/priests/rabbis, etc.

* Witness to religious family events

* Godparents

* Church organizations
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8/1/2023
Hiland Presbyterian Church,
Ross, Allegheny, Pennsylvania
10
Educational Associates

* People that graduated in the same class

* Participants in the same sports or clubs

* Friends that signed your ancestor’s yearbook

* Teachers or professors in their field at the time

they attended

* Colleagues that published with an ancestor

11
U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-1999
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.5, Schoal Vearbooks, 19001399
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Yearbook Club Photo Example

Puryear Emmet V 407% W Main

Rodes Nelson D 305% W

. .
Occupational Associates
* When searching census records, note those close
by with the same or similar occupation
* Research the employers/owners of the institutions
where your ancestor worked
* Labor Unions or Workmen’s Organizations
* Note the history of the industry in the area (this
could reveal if they moved there for that
occupation)
POLK’S
DANVILLE
(KENTUCKY)
CITY DIRECTORY
193132 o | snsn w0 o SERTREE
ey
£ a Pt B R e
£ o | B R B v
% Laundries—Steam
EN O | o v E S ey
Sl
RS | St
g8 @ Eminie
515 | i s
E; g NN EDGAT €. it R mank i, 71330

Main
Sanditer Henry G Silfs W Main

Libraries
Danville Library 208 N 34
McDowell Book Shop (circulating) 145 N 4th

ht, Heat and Power Companies

Light,
Kentucky Utlties Co 114 § 4th

=

Danville, Kentucky City Directory 1931-32

15
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Social Groups

* Fraternal organizations

* Genealogical organizations

* Hobby organizations

16

Political

* Political Organizations

* Political involvement of your ancestor (if any)

¢ Tribal affiliations

* Loyalists

17

Place and/or Migration

* Did your family reside in the same place for a
number of generations? What other families did
as well?

* Did your family migrate somewhere? What other
families made the same migration?

* Who was your ancestor headed to live with
when they emigrated?

* Who was a witness for your
ancestor's naturalization papers?

18
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Organizing and
Processing
Information

[el
Limit your scope first
and then expand if
necessary.

8/1/2023

Organizing Information

Find a method that works for you! You want it to do
the following:

* Make it easy to collect information

* Be “at-a-glance” so you can easily compare
information

* Documents where information came from

* Provides a section for noting anomalies

21
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7 American Ancestors

fsearch  Events  Membership  Give et

Research Templates

Famy s BesesrcnTempintes [me—

americanancestors.org/tools/research-templates

22

Associate Networks

8/1/2023

Focus on one “link"

24
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Consider Migration and Place
Studies

 The Great Migration Begins Immigrants
to New England 1620-1633 Robert
Charles Anderson

*  The Great Migration: Immigrants to
New England 1634-1635 Robert Charles

Anderson ? S
*  Early New England Families 1641-1700 Early

Alicia Crane Williams New England
*  The Settlers of the Beekman Patent - Families

Frank J. Doherty }64 1-1700

Volume | Alicia Crane Williams

8/1/2023

25

£7 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Ibcions  Gpmtnal Toon  Sgners e Coass mcathes

Home | AuoutMEHGS Putlicstiors | Gary New Engiand Beseareh

Early New England Research

americanancestors.org/publications/early-new-england-research

americanancestors.org/publications/great-migration-study-project

£2 American Ancestors e -~ |
Search Events Membership Give Publcations  ExpectHoln Tosh  Signatues Prjects  Cantars b intintives
More about the Great Migration Study Project ~

27
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" The Great Migrasion Begin: William Ager 15
s o s dehceco. Al e s s Wb Ay, and estate: one house and garden plot, £16; 8 acres upland, £5; one acre
Tt st sequence wacd B, (S under the surname marsh, £3 [EPR 1:184-83].

e e e i sl apreos b Wt Aoy

8/1/2023

BIRTH, Abou 1610 based on ximated age of e i
'DEATH: Satem between 3 Mareh 1653/4 (e o wilh and 20 June 1654

WILLIAM AGER procpribamicdes
MARRIAGE: By 1656 lce __; "Nice Ager” was admiced to Salem
ORIGIN: Unknown ion at the end ifshe was
MIGRATION: 1630 of s =g 163,
FIRST RESIDENCE: Salem ‘and the marriage probably took place in New England; the record of her

gl
church membership is later annotated to say that she had removed,

v Eag
Iumn(hzm [WoVR 353, the surname of the bride was apeled differ.

o of i nark,
616 imventory of Fdward ¢ odal CHILDREN:
“books 10, his ey 3 JOSEPH b ay 1635 apparnty an adul and ot New

Salm econie f s, marages anddets o b o vead ngland a the time of hisfther's
and e [STR 11451 i ABIGAL b s 1635 . by 3 e 654 A Ki-
o B 681G e rdre 0 il g be

e e e et dag O e X 1 et s ot
(EQC 1:25). Salem towen records indicate tha

employed to call own mectings (STR 1:11, 69, 10, 1

. Tn various

wwell
Ny 1647 he Sl slcmen onered b the videncefo ks has not been found (Savage
e of birhs & deaths & mariages 1:78; Perley 1:217; Bassett-Preston 8]

enkorred spon Raph Fogge ofSalem who now we conchve unf i JONATHAN, bp.Salem 10 November 1630 [SCHR 17] m.
(o plce SR 118 Salem 27 June 1661 Rebecka Hide [SVR 3:325),
ESTATE. "W, Age”vas granid iy acres i
1320, 261, "Will: Auger" was granted three q. COMMENTS: Banks has an cniry for a William Agar of Watertown, said

«
mcadow on 25 December 1657, with hovse ok of ive [STR 1 w0, 0 be from county Essex in England [Topo Dict 54]; this has nothing o

i il dated 8 March 16534 and proved 0 June 165 do with Willam Ager of Saem, and refers to Willam Hagar, who frt
Agerof Salens beueathd o Joseph Ager s ducling hov appears in Watertown in the carly 1640s.

den i e b & thih b o BesiiAgen c In addition to the sources cited under son Benjamin above, a very brief.
Jons account of the carly generations of this family may be found in Essex
8.

GEORGE ALCOCK.

ORIGIN: Unknown
MIGRATION:
FIRST RESIDENCE: Roxbury

28

£7 American Ancestors. AN

History

Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHeln  Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & initistives

Accounts of New England Families
from 1641 to 1700

americanancestors.org/publications/early-new-

29

Early Families of New England Study Project (Updated 7-14-2021)
* = pinted i arly New England Eamiles 16411300 Volume |

* = printed in Early New England Eamilies, 16411700 Volume 2
Al ketches are Version 1.0 unless othenwise noted

[Click on 2 name to jump directly to that sketch)

Version Locatiants) Spousels]

Afas Alvander Baston ary Cotfin

o Jgny moth, Rehaboth, Swar nestian, |
“acdeews looh 20 Hingharn, Durba o R,

e Thooy bec icholas Wyeth
“Accald Beoedicy bengham, Proddence, Damaris Westcort

| Pautunet, Newport

Teacon Ganel ‘Dednam, Wobrm, Sridgewater, | NaryResd

"Bacon sataniel Barmstaie Harwah Wapo

TRadiok i Partsmouth. 1 1Serah ___ 2 lusbeth

[ Salem, Bas Rver, Bridgewater | 1) Entabeth___ 2) Ruth

(IRschelfRaichelRetcneir]) (Gurner)
b [m. 2 John Gurney; 3) Joho Bundy] |

e e 7% Waterionn Sarah Bemis |
“Buhop fovward | Salem, Boverly |
Blake George Gioucester, Bosford |
“Biguse joho i Plymouth, Taunton, Rehoboth | 1) Unknown: 2) LySa Buckiand

“yksiey Fomag | Camiridge, Concord, Marshieid | Lucian, |
Bulksiey, Thoma; T Camiidge, Concord, Fairteld | Sarah lones [m. 1) Anthony Wison] |
“Cagen john Dorchester 1] Raedegon Clage: 2) Mary Bass
Tarizeohn Chariestawn, Woburn. 3] Elaabetn_; ) Elaabeth Grose

Early Families of New England Study

Project Sketches

30
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o, s ok, s s M 15 1. S st 5 T g D,
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o e o e o e g g, 1
ol ol e o i o Py o T nu\um‘in e u“n-mw ke o ing woles &
iyt s
RPN g i St i e 18 A e st e
e e e . Dot e b e o s

E} AmgricanAncestorg \mm...mm r for Famil

istory, Heritage .er e

Search Events Membership Give Publications.  Expt

© Dutchess County, NY: The Settlers of the Beekman Patent

First Name Last Name

n| names ast Name

Keywords

Enter terms or words

Volume Page

By default all results are a best fit

www.americanancestors.org

32

THE HOLDRIDGE FAMLY
The
Settlers of the Beekman Patent ‘THE HOLDRIDGE FAMILY
Dutchess County, New York i
LI HOLDRIDGE vhe vis b s 1610 ot Kpage, Ciniepse
v

o by e i e e Crdtac
Cideen: he had ight; we will ollow son Wilam)
L i Willam,b. 15 March 1647 m. Lydia Quimby.

‘WILLIAM HOLDRIDGE, (Wil was bor 15 March 1647 and maried
10 A 1674, L b 2 . 1657, of Robert nd Elabets Ot

e Tenee Wi ldntg fSemegonCT.
Child: (there were many more)
2 i Wiliam,b.ca 1675;m. Deborah Elliot.

2. WILLIAM HOLDRIDGE, (Williari”), was probably born ca. 4 Nov. 1680 at
oy, Es .28 Nov. 1681, dau. of He

o, CThy Rev. James Noyes
Children:

. Deborah, b. 3 April 1698; m. Thomas Brown.
. Dorothy,b. 17 Oct. 1699; m. Daniel Landon.

. Temperance, . 31 Aug. 1707; m. William Pollard.
Vi Thankful b 15 Ja. 1710;

vi. Patience, b. 4 March 171273 m. Joseph Pollard.
Vi Nathanel, b. 30 May 1715; m. Lydia Holdrdge.
ix. Thomas,b.28 March 1717; Burch.

= Hopesil, b. 18 Feb 1719; m. Nathanil Fllows.
ix. Conteat,b.7 May 1723; m. Beooni Seare.

Volume VI 3. THOMAS'HOLDRIDGE, (Willari™!), was bom 28 March 1716 at
HADDEN TO HUNT ‘Stonington, CT and married there 24 Jan. 1738, Mary, b. 19 Jan. ml.mc[
Jermish and Margare (Bilings) Burtch. Thomas Holdridge died before 1747

when bis widow mared 2 Jeemi Sabi of Pwing, The Sabtn o Gty

claims that Jermiah* Sabin m. Mary Burich, widow of _?_ Holdridgeca. 1747.

The Holdridge Family, The Settlers of the ma raddock oo Holddps Gereahg Kon Eilidgn weti pass
Beekman Patent o

33

11
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Example 1:
Migration Associates

Cluster Research

* Studying the origins of persons within the same
community can help you understand what
migrations occurred and where they came from.

35

Case Study: The McCray Family

¢ Question: Where in Ireland was Daniel
McCray/McCrea born?

* Background:

Daniel McCray was born circa 1801 in Ireland

He emigrated and arrived in the United States
about 1829

Married Sarah McKee (pre-1836)

Daniel died in 1864 in South Beaver township,
Beaver county, Pennsylvania

36

12
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Strategy

* Review the 1850 census to identify the Irish
settlers living in South Beaver township.

* Research Beaver County, Pennsylvania county
histories to identify the Irish origins of settlers.

* Identify any naturalization records for immigrants
from Ireland that settled in South Beaver

township.

37

Results

* According to the 1850 census, there
were 39 individuals living in South Beaver

township that had a birthplace of Ireland.

* Using county histories and county naturalization

records, we were able to determine the Irish
origins of five men.

38

Birth | Ireland County.
Year (i
known)

William 1819 CountyTyrone History of Beaver County, Came to America about 1842, landing in
Campbell Pennsylvania Philadelphia

He married Mary, daughter of William

and Margaret
(Graham) McKey
JamesCook 1790 County Declaration of Intention (Beaver
Fermanagh County, PA) - 1
Oct 1825
Willam Elder 1801 County Down Genealogical and Personal History Parents named as John Elder and Mary
of Beaver County, Elder
Pennsylvania
Andrew 1786 CountyTyrone  Naturalization Petition (Beaver
Graham County, PA) -
April Term 1819
ReubenWatt 1816  Dungarvan Genealogical and Personal History Parents named as Robert Watt and
(County not of Beaver County, Isabella Donahue

specified) Pennsylvania

Cluster Research

39
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History of Beaver County, Pennsylvania

40

William McKey
* Searched for his naturalization petition and
learned he was from County Tyrone (just like his
son-in-law William Campbell)

* Researched land deeds for any interactions
between Daniel McCray and William McKey.

* Found three deeds in Beaver County.
* We learn that Daniel is one of his abutting
neighbors and that Daniel and William served as a
deed witness for each other on mortgages from the

bank.

41
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Naturalization Petition of William McKey,
1835, Beaver County, Pennsylvania

42

36
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Other Migration Examples

* Voyages from abroad - Pay attention to waves of
migration

 Entire towns migrating
— New Vineyard, Maine

* Follow land grants

* Westward Migration =
— Documents of the travel is scarce, look to associates
from the same area as your ancestor

8/1/2023

43

Example 2:
Military Associates

Adopt the Regiment

* Seek out the regimental histories for the units that
your ancestors belonged to.

* They often describe the battles they fought in and
may include names of some of the soldiers.

* Look for web sites and groups online about these
specific regimental groups. They often have
archives of the soldiers that served.

45
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Y s

Case Study: Bernard Corcoran

"and in addition to act as

intended for my war
veteran disabled soldier -

cousin Bernard Corcoran"

Passport Application of Thomas Corc

46

e rp ey e
._.A_u__.g.:r_mzxd

ke Lty

;,4;/;56% =

New York, U.S., Abstracts of World War | Military Service, 1917-1919 for Bemnard Corcoran
W1 Aemy Cards » Coopersiin - Corey, 6 fex 120)

Father Duffy's story; a tale of humor and heroism, of
life and death with the fighting Sixty-ninth

www.archive.org

48

16
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Father Duffy's Story

49

Duffy’s
War

Fr: Francis Duff, Wild Bill Donovan,
and the Irish Fighting 69th in World War 1

STEPHEN L. HARRIS

Duffy's War by Stephen L. Harris

50

13
“Quiet Sectors Are Not Necessarily Quiet”

When news of the death of twenty-one men in E Company rippled along the trenches, where other
companies of the Second Battalion were now posted, soldiers became anxious, scared, jumpy. At night
every shadow turned into an enemy. Peering across no-man's-lafJlla number of edgy soldiers fired blindly
into the darkness. l

In Capt. Mike Kelly's F Company, this mood tumed deadly

In the wench at the subsector of Soucher, Pyt Bemard Corcoran of Long Island City had been placed
on sentry duty, With gunfire popping off near him, he was afiaid that a German raid was about to burst out
of the inky night. In the shadows he spotted two men coming toward him. He was. certain one of them
wore a Genman helmet

“Who s it?” he challenged

When there was no answer, Corcoran fired at the shadows. The man in the strange helmet dropped
Corcoran yelled at Cpl. Theodore Hagen that he had shot a man, believing he was from a raiding party
Hagen said that he thought the man was an American

Corcoran’s bullet had hit Pvt. Oscar Ammon of College Point in the chest, killing him instantly. Only
cighteen, Ammon was a broad-shouldered six-footer whose father had immigrated from Switzerland. It is
not known why Ammon had not responded to Corcoran’s challenge. He and Pvt. Joseph McCarthy had
been ordered by 2nd Lt. Harper Silliman, their platoon commander, (o distribute bandoleers of
ammunition 10 the men in the trenches. Ammon had already received one warning for sneaking around.
When Corcoran challenged him, he had turned to McCarthy to say something and had then been shot
Corcoran was exonerated Because Ammon had been on orders from Silliman, he was listed as killed in
the line of duty. Back home, it was believed a sniper had picked him off.'

books.google.com

51

17
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[el
Check Commanders’
Records.

Example 3:
Researching

Enslaved Persons

18
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The 1870 Brick Wall

* It'sa commonly repeated myth that you can't go beyond
the 1870 U.S. census for African American research.

* This census lists the names of each household in the United
States post-Emancipation.

* Prior to this, formerly enslaved persons were listed by age,
sex, and race on slave schedules (if enslaved).

* This is not the end of your research

55

Virginia, Slave Birth Index,
1853-1866

Index and images of birth registers compiied by the WPA

@ row To use s couscTion Q seanc

1
| — =i

o Ao 9O OB I G rerccoms

Film/Digital Notes
Tmage Group
Note Location  Collection/Shelf  Film  Number

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Enslaver's

lch"d's l Mother's
Moy

Name
Benilton, dno. L. paaName .., Name
v Jno. M. (Fom.) -
. ww Ordoea
. L Jene
" e w Oliver
- Jokn R. (Fea.)
. Hissl sonny
. L) L Charlotte 12 75
- el Charlotte uilly-ann Nov.20,1881 Cherlotte 99
. = - Idn May 1862 Charlotte 115
" n o Luey 4ug.71,1868 Chariotte 67
" "o Lucy Sep. 1,1860 Cherlotte 95
" Figa X Tom Jun. ‘1881 Cherlotte 99
. Jno. S, Fotert Sep. 1859 Fr. Filliem 28
" Jobn T (s.B.) Mey 1854 Pr. Edward 12

Rockbridee

FamilySearch.org

58

February 26, 1866 Law (Virginia)

* General Assembly passed an act that legitimized marriages between
enslaved persons and the children that resulted from them prior to
1866.

* Cohabitation registers were used as the legal document for the
county.

* There was a separate register for legitimizing children where the
parents were no longer cohabiting together.

59

Contents of Cohabitation
Register
* Names
. Ages
*  Place of Birth
*  Residence
*  Occupation
*  Previous Enslaver
*  Previous Enslaver's City or County Residence
+  Childrens' Names
¢+ Childrens' Ages

+  Date of Commencement of Cohabitation

60
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8/1/2023
61
62
Buckingham County Cohabitation
Register, Library of Virginia
63
21
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8/1/2023

Freedman's Bureau
Records

History

* On 3 March 1865, Congress passed "An Act to establish a Bureau for
the Relief of Freedmen and Refugees".

* The agency provided food, housing, medical aid, established
schools, offered legal aid to former enslaved persons and poor white
Southerners.

* They also helped to resettle former enslaved persons as well as
supervised employment contracts.

* Ithad an expiration date of one year after the end of the Civil War.

* On 16 July 1866, Congress passed an act to extend the work of the
agency for another two years.

65

Accessing the Freedmen's Bureau
Records

* FamilySearch

* Ancestry

* National Museum of African American History
and Culture

66

22
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Famiy Tree Search Mamories  Getinvetved  Actieties vPoe®Bg

Discover your roots
and unlock your
future.

See the first time your ancestors' names
appeared in records after Emancipation.

e the Civil W, andmu

Explove theserecords o e

Tan Firut £ Ml Ml Last e
for the
z g Mosh e tocaon
e Ry st 1 S——
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Zneliers . . ’ 2 Fece/ |y
Population of Montgomery
FHL Film #2413666
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2:( 3 l 3 73 oo icens Potonsris
ETa R
70
=
Review the
Freedmen's Bureau
Records in adjoining
states
24
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8/1/2023

Register of people arriving at Freedmen's
Village, 1864, FHL Film # 2424796

Puate | Cacwecs vy | Brras Moitecnes |lirestitls e Ll
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B e Kl [
2 Ao beerus Eteins EZNNE ey S 4

73

familysearch.org

Polly Ann Armstead

African Amarican » Vieginla, Friadmen's Buress Feid Ofice Racarcs, 1865-1872

74

Polly Ann is listed with

B, e
presumed members of % .
family (same surname) %

List of Persons who Received Rations e
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Bl Dot A ,‘4,2:'
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76

Marcelin Brand

26
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1870 Census, Lafourche, Louisiana
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TETDUnited States

1870 Census, Lafourche, Louisiana
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=
Always remain open
to new possibilities!

Activity #3
Who is associating
with the Ellis family?

F.A.N

¢ Associates

— Now that we have researched several of Annie’s children
and possible family members: What records for the
Associates could help us narrow down a place of birth in
Nova Scotia?

* Who are the Witnesses/Informants?
* Who are the ministers?
— Update your Research Log with these records.

84
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Group Work-
Who are the
individuals

associating with the
Ellis family?

8/1/2023

Gl vicsar Huier.
William Ellis Death, Reading, Mass.,
1904

William Ellis

GOMMONWEALTH OF MASSAGH wserrs )
RETURN OF A DEATH
% g‘;&;
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Joshua White

Joshua White Death Record,
Wakefield, Mass., 1918
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st. Patrick Parish
71 Contrat 5t
Stoneham, WA 02180

HOME  ABOUTUS - ~ News - B v SITEINDEX

Who We Are
The History of Saint Patrick Parish

stpatrickstoneham.org

8/1/2023

88

George Ellis
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Alfred Ellis
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Alfred Ellis Marriage, Reading, Mass.,

1900
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Rev. William T. O'Connor

THIRTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED

T

B
s

Tl Rt ea T
E’ i AR
= "

Thomas McCo
Wakefield, Mass

0 Federal Census,
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St. Joseph’s- Wakefield, Mass.

St Joseph Parish ACGatholic Community  sesch o - - |

Wakefleld Massachusetts

HOME  MASSSCHEDULE  REGISTRATION  SACRAMENTSZRITES  RELGIOUSEDUCATION  YOUTHMINISTRY STIOSEPHSCHOOL

CONTACT US

o Stloseph Table Schedule
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Charles Ellis
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Hunning Jacobson
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Hunning Jacobson, 1910 Census,
Cambridge, Mass.
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Hunning Jacobson
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Hunning Jacobson, City Directory,
Cambridge, Mass. 1898
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Update your research log
QUESTIONS?
THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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