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Melanie McComb, Genealogist

Family Ties: Using Extended Family to 
Circumnavigate a Brick Wall

Genealogy Boot Camp

Voice of 

Reasons to Research Family
• Determine Parentage

• Maiden names

• Discover origin of immigrant ancestors

• Locate information about a parent’s birthplace
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Locating potential 
family members

Key Resources 
• Cemeteries/Headstones

• Census Records

• Church Records

• City Directories

• County and Local Histories

• Genealogies

• Land Records
• Naturalization Records
• Newspaper 

Articles/Obituaries
• Pension Records
• Probate Records
• Town Records

Cemeteries
• Family Plots

• Individuals buried around an ancestor

• Cemetery Records
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http://www.stjoenew.com/genealogy.html

Census Records
• 1790-1840: List head of household only

• 1850-1870: List all individuals in a household, but 
not relationships

• 1880-1940: list all individuals and relationships to 
the head of the household

1860 U.S. Federal Census, 
Putman, Fulton, IL

7

8

9



Day 2, Class 2: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; 
produced by The Brue Family Learning Center  4

Tip
Make a note of other 

households in the area 
with the same surname

Church Records
• Admission Records

• Removal Certificates

• Baptism and Marriage witnesses

Church record of the marriage of 
John Lynch and Delia Kerwin
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City Directories
• Occupation

• Addresses

• How common is the 
surname?

Boston City Directory, 
1885

County and Local Histories
• Often contain lists of early 

settlers or biographical sketches 
of prominent individuals of the 
area

• Can provide key information 
about your ancestor
– When they arrived in the area
– Origin
– Vital Record information

History of McHenry County, Illinois

Genealogies
• May not contain your 

ancestor, but may provide 
helpful information
• Information on potential 

parents/relatives
• Birth, death, marriage 

dates
• Movements from 

place to place
• Provide additional 

sources to check
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Tip
Be wary of the 

information found in 
secondary sources.

Land Records: Things to look for
• Individuals buying and selling land repeatedly

• Same witnesses for different deeds

• Large tracts of land sold for little money 
– Often $1

• “In consideration of love and affection”

• References to former deeds pertaining to the lot

Tip
Check date of 
formation for 

counties/towns.
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Naturalization Records

Pension Records
• Sworn statements by 

individuals on behalf of 
soldier/widow

• Provide information on 
soldier’s service and life

Probate Records
• Wills

• Other Probate Documents
– Administration Records/Bonds
– Inventories/Debts owed
– Division of Estate
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Estate of Ellen Gallaway, 
Stamford, CT

Estate of Ellen Gallaway, 
Stamford, CT

Newspapers
• Obituaries

• Social News
– Travel
– Visiting family
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Town Records
• Similar to Local 

Histories

• Helpful for:
• Finding early settlers
• When your ancestor 

first appears in the 
area

• Family’s movements

Tip
Cluster research often 

uses a variety of records 
to make a connection.

Case Study: Using 
Cluster Research to 

Locate 
an Immigrant's Origins
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Objectives
• Where in Ireland did William Charles 

Hughes come from?

• Who were his parents?

• Did he have any siblings?

Step

Start with the known
1

William Charles Hughes
• b. circa 1880 in Ireland

• Immigrated to United States between 1882 and 1887

• Married Margaret Josephine Duncan in Dickinson 
County, Kansas

• Occupation: Farmer

• Religion: Likely Roman Catholic

• Died 15 Aug 1958 in Abilene, Dickinson County, 
Kansas
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William and Margaret's Children
• 8 children:
• Mary Alice - b. 1910
• Anna Catherine - b. 1912
• Frances Margaret - b. 1914
• Evelyn C - b. 1916
• Irene – b. 1918
• Geraldine F - b. 1920
• Lucille Wilma - b. 1923
• Josephine Eleanor - b. 1925

Tip
Gather as much 

information found in 
the U.S. as possible.

johngrenham.com/surnames

Hughes Surname Distribution
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Marriage Register, Dickinson County, 
Kansas, 1861-1913, Book A-I

The officiant can help you identify 
religion of ancestor

World War I Draft Registration 
Card - 1918

Step
Pulling together 
family members
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Census Records
• 1790-1840: List head of household only

• 1850-1870: List all individuals in a household, but 
not relationships

• 1880-1940: List all individuals and relationships to 
the head of the household

Tip
Make a note of other 

households in the area 
with the same surname

1940 Census – Holland, 
Dickinson County, Kansas
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1930 Census – Holland, Dickinson 
County, Kansas

1920 Census, Holland, Dickinson 
County, Kansas

1910 Census, Holland Dickinson 
County, Kansas
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1900 Census, Holland, Dickinson 
County, Kansas

Children of William and 
Bridget (MNU) Hughes

• William - b. 1878 Ireland
• Stephen – b. 1879 Ireland
• James - b. 1883 Ireland
• Mary - b. 1886 Ireland
• Patrick- b. 1889 Kansas
• Margaret - b. 1894 Kansas

Step
Taking Siblings 

Forward
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Probate Records
• Wills

• Other Probate Documents
– Administration Records/Bonds
– Inventories/Debts owed
– Division of Estate

Bridget Hughes' Probate - 1935 
Dickinson County, Kansas

Bridget Hughes' Will - 1935
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Newspapers
• Obituaries

• Social News
– Travel
– Visiting family

The Hope Dispatch – 19 Aug 1926

Step

Searching in Ireland
4
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rootsireland.ie

Tip
Don’t get too 

attached to ages.

rootsireland.ie
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rootsireland.ie

civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie

https://civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie
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civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie

Birth Register – Claremorris 
District, County Mayo - 1879

rootsireland.ie
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registers.nli.ie

Identify and 
Research

Candidates

Identifying Candidate by 
Surname

• When the paper trail goes cold, identify candidates 
with same surname living within the same county of 
your ancestor

• Identify the candidate's family members

• Track their children forward
• Look for those that emigrated. Where did they end 

up?
• Look for marriages on sites like 

irishgenealogy.ie and rootsireland.ie
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Case Study: 
Catherine Clerkin

Catherine Clerkin
• Married in Monaghan, Ireland to Francis Dougherty

• 10 children:
• Owen – b. 1829 Monaghan, Ireland
• Peter – b. 1832 Monaghan, Ireland
• Patrick – b. 1833 Monaghan, Ireland
• Bernard – b. 1836 Monaghan, Ireland
• Michael – b. 1840 Prince Edward Island, Canada
• Margaret – b. 1841 Prince Edward Island, Canada
• Mary – b. 1844 Prince Edward Island, Canada
• Bridget – b. 1847 Prince Edward Island, Canada (probably died 

young)
• Catherine – b. 1849 Prince Edward Island, Canada
• Bridget – b. 1853 Prince Edward Island, Canada

Objectives
• Who are the parents of Catherine Clerkin?

• Did Catherine have any siblings?

• Did her siblings leave any descendants that still 
live in Ireland?
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rootsireland.ie

rootsireland.ie

rootsireland.ie
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rootsireland.ie

rootsireland.ie

rootsireland.ie
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rootsireland.ie

www.rootsireland.ie

www.rootsireland.ie
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rootsireland.ie

rootsireland.ie

Identifying Candidate by 
Location

• Alternatively, you can search for your F.A.N. club 
using a specific location in many online databases. 

• The location may be something passed down from 
family lore, a reference in a naturalization record, a 
newspaper article, etc. 
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Search for Missing Friends
• Advertisements were placed in The Boston Pilot to 

reunite with loved ones and friends from Ireland

• Details of the ad included name of missing, family 
members in U.S., county/parish info, dates of 
arrival, etc.

• Database available on AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org

Review
1. Extended family can be found by 
searching a variety of records.
2. Researching the maiden names of 
women is crucial with following the 
correct family when the surname is 
common.
3. By finding out more about 
potential siblings, you can help break 
down some of your brick walls.

Activity #2
What About the 

Extended Family?

82

83

84



Day 2, Class 2: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; 
produced by The Brue Family Learning Center  29

F.A.N
• Family
– Now that we know Annie’s maiden name- who are 

the other possible family members?
– What records for the extended family members 

could help to determine place of birth?
– Update your Research Log with these records.

Return to the 1900 U.S. 
Census, Reading, Mass.

Group Work-
What records do you 

want to locate for 
possible extended 
family members? 
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Household of Joshua White 
• Joshua White, born 1841 in Canada

• Mary White, born 1847 in Canada

• Mary White, born 1877 in Massachusetts

• Thomas White, born 1882 in Massachusetts

• Lizzie White, born 1883 in Massachusetts

• William White, born 1883 in Massachusetts

• Sarah White, born 1885 in Massachusetts

• George White, born 1888 in Massachusetts

Household of Ruben White 
• Ruben White, born 1874 in Massachusetts

• Agnes White, born 1874 in Massachusetts

• George White, born 1895 in Massachusetts

• Sidney White, born 1899 in Massachusetts

Joshua White Death Record, Wakefield, 
Mass., 1918

Joshua White
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Joshua White Census Record, Reading, 
Mass., 1910

Joshua White

Joshua White Census Record, 
Stoneham, Mass., 1880

Joshua White

Update your research log
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QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education

Copyright © 2023
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Lunch!

Be back by 1:00
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